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1 From Margaret Fox's Children, 
Concerning their dear and honoured Mother. 


Vn E find our ſelves Conſcientiouſſy Concerned 

10 to give forth this Teſtimony, (which we, 
19 her Daughters, are true Witneſſes of) of 

her Holy Life, and Pious Converſation, who was a 
dear, tender, and loving Mother, in all reſpects; and 
did, in true Wiſdom, educate and inſtruct her Chil- 
dren in the Nurture and Fear of the Lord; and con- 
ſtantly exhorted us to keep Humble, that the Bleſ- 
ſing of the Lord might be our Portion for ever; and 
her Memory is very Precious to us. 

She was à Serious, Godly and Devout Woman; 
and ſhe, with moſt of her Family, were Convinced 
of the Holy Truth, when ſhe was our dear and ho- 
noured Father, Judge Fells Wife, (by that eminent 
and bleſſed Meſſenger and Publiſher of the Hol 
Truth, George Fox.) And this great Change and Al- 
teration in her, was no ſmall Surprize at firſt to our 
dear and honoured Father, her then Huſband : Yet, he 
being a Sober, Judicious, and Wiſe Man, ſo great was 
the Power of Truth that took hold of him, (ſeeing 

he Wiſe and Pious Converſation of his Wife) He 
became ſo moderate and loving to Friends, that he 
permitted our Meetings to be kept in Swarthmore- 

all (which was the place of his Habitation) until 
ais Death. 8 | 

And the Lord ſo increaſed her Growth in the 
Bleſſed Truth, that ſhe became a Mother in 1/rael, 
and was very Exemplary and Serviceable in the 

hurch of Chriſt, ſtrengthening the Weak, a 
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AT eflimony from M. Fox's Children, 


porting the Feeble. And a great Care was upon her, 


and the was very diligent in endeavouring the 
Speaking and Promoting the Truth of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, both in this Nation, (where ſhe travelled 
much) and to other Nations by Epiſtles : Which 
Care the performed and continued for many Years, 
until the Truth had made a larger Entrance in the 


Nations; Diſcountenancing and Reproving all falſe 


Appearances, which would have made a Shew of 
that, which they were not. 

died, jhe was ſeverely Proſecuted; and when ſhe 
was 2 Widow, was Impriſoned in Lancaſter-Caſtle, 
Try'd and Sentenc'd to a Præmunire, for refuſing to 


take an Oath, as in this Book is mentioned: Had 
her Goods ſeized and taken away ſeveral times, up- 


on the account of Meetings. All which Sufferings, 
ne endured with much Patience, neither fainted nor 
murmured at it; but the Lord kept her eaſie, and ſo 
chearful under them, that her Enemies were amazed 
to ſee it; and ſeveral of her fierce envious Perſe- 
cutors are blaſted and come to nothing, which 
the in her Life-time was a Witneſs of. And the 
Lord made her a Preacher of Righteouſnels, both in 
a Publick Teſtimony for the Truth, and in her Lite 
and Converſation. And ſhe continued her Zeal and 
Conſtancy to and for the Truth, in her diligent at- 
tending of Weekly Meetings, Quarterly, Monthly, 
and other Meetings for Worſhip; in which the was 
truly Exemplary to very near her Concluſion. And 
alſo, as ſhe was raiſed up, and preſerved a Noble 
and Valiant Sufferer for the Truth, and its Innocent 


Teſtimony; ſo the ſpared no Labour nor Pains, in 


travelling to viſit thoſe that were under Confine- 


ment for the ſake thereof, and was a Comfort and 


Strength to them therein. 

And as for us, who are her Son's-in-Law, and 
were not fo early concerned in the Family, as ſome 
of the Particulars mentioned relates to; yet, ſince 
we were acquainted with her, cannot but give our 


Teſtimony 


After our dear and honoured Father, Judge Fell | 
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th Mon, 157039, Thomas Lower, Mary Lower, 


| Concerning their Honoured Mother. 


Teſtimony of our Senſe of her Worthineſs,and eminent 
Service, for the Lord and his Truth, in the Church of 
Chriſt; and that the God of Heaven had endued her 
with Wiſdom, and a Heavenly Underſtanding: And 
ſhe continued Zealous in her old Age, Exhorting and 
Admoniſhing Friends to perſevere in the Holy Truth, 
and to continue in the Ancient Path of the Juſt. 
And we account our ſelves Happy, and tis a ſin- 
gular Mercy to us, that the Lord gave us Wives of. 


the Daughters of ſuch worthy Perfons, and that 


we are Partakers of their vertuous Education, where- 
by they are made a Bleſſing to us. 

And the Bleſſed God of Heaven and Earth pre- 
ſerved her in a good Underſtanding to the laſt: 
And in the time of her Sickneſs, ſhe was in a ſweet 
Frame of Spirit, and utter'd many Heavenly Ex- 
preſſions near her Concluſion in this World, which 
ſome of us were Eye and Ear-Witneſs of; but being 
mentioned by ſome that were then alſo preſent, we 
refer to 1t. T7 


She died at Swarthmore-Hail in Furnets in Lanca- 


ſhire, the 23d Day of the Second Month, 1702. being 
near the 88th Year of her Age; and was Bury'd in the 


Burying-Ground at Sunbrecke, belonging to Swarth- 
more-Meeting-Houſe, the 275th of the fame Month; 
being accompanied with many Friends (out of ſe— 
veral Counties) and others. And we believe ſhe is 
inheriting. a Heavenly Manſion, prepared by the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for all his faithful Followers. 


And that we may follow her holy Example, in 


keeping to the Ancient and Holy Truth, to the End 


of our Day, are our fervent and hearty Deſires; 
that ſo we may arrive at the dame Haven of Reſt 
and Peace, where there is Joy and Rejoycing for 
evermore. 


The 28th of tte Viliam Mead, Sarah Mead, 


Suſan.Ingram,Widow 
Daniel. Abraham, Rachel Abraham. 


A 3 Thomas 


— _ — — 
” 
— 


— 


Thomas Caums 


TESTIMONY 


Concerning our Dear and Honoured Friend 
ane Fa 


Omething has reſted upon my Mind for a conſi- 
O derable time to write in Teſtimony gs 


our Dear and Worthy deceas'd Friend M. F. an 

that Great and Memorable Viſitation of our God; 
whereby ſhe, and many others, were turn'd from 
Darkneſs, to his marvelous Light, and from Satan's 


Power, to the great Power of God unto Salvation, 


by that Worthy and Honourable Servant, and 
Faithful Miniſter of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, G. F. 
whom the Lord ſent amongſt us, about the begin- 
ning of the 4th Month, in the Year 1652. 


And at a Meeting at Preſton-Chaple, near Camſgill, 


where then my Father dwelt, in the County of 
. Weſtmoreland, by the word of Life opening thro' his 


Miniſtry, ſome hundreds that day was reach'd, and 


open'd to receive his Teſtimony, as ſent from God, 
and I among the reſt, tho' then but a Lad about 
Twelve Years of Age, felt the powerful effects of 
nis Miniſtry, to the opening my Underſtanding, to 


believe in the Light of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, my 


Saviour and Redeen. cr. 

A few Weeks after, the ſaid G. F. went into the 
upper end of Lancaſhire, and particularly to Swarth- 
more, where our worthy deceas'd Friend then dwelt, 


who gladly receiv'd him into her Husband's Houſe 


(who was then a Judge) and alſo his — as 
| lent 


T. Camm's Teſtimony concerning M. F. 
ſent from God, and was convinc'd of the Eternal 
Truth, and receiv'd it in the love thereof, willingly 
becoming a ſelf-denying Diſciple of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in the narrow way of the Croſs; chuſing 
much rather to join with, and ſuffer Affliction, and 
all manner of Reproach for Chriſt's ſake, with the 
People of God, than to enjoy the Pleaſures, Trea- 
ſures and Glory of this World, which ſhe had a 
| ſhare of above many. But ſo precious was Truth, 
to her, that ſhe accounted all but loſs, and droſs 
and dung in compariſon thereof. And the Lord re- 
warded her faithfulneſs with manifold Bleſſings up- 
on her Children, and Family, who moſt of them 
were turn'd to the Lord, and believ'd in his bleſſed 
Light; and ſeveral of them, which her God gave a 
Gift of the Miniſtry unto very early, to the great 
furtherance of the work of the Lord, by turning 
many others unto the juſt Man's Path. And ſhe be- 
came a tender Nurſing Mother unto many, conde- 
ſcending in great Humility unto thoſe of Low De- 
gree; her Heart and Houſe being open to receive the 
Lord's Servants; many of whom the Lord after 
drew thither, and I amongſt the reſt was often there 
very early after our convincement. Then began 
our Acquaintance in Truth, that neareſt and laſting 
relation in which our Hearts were united and bound 
up together, with all the Faithful, to our mutual 
joy, ſeeing the work of the Lord to proſper, and 
; Truth to ſpread, and grow great, and many to be 
gather'd to God, from off the barren Mountains 
and fruitleſs Hills of Profeſſion without Life 
in Chriſt Jeſus. Surely it was a memorable day 
; and time never to be forgotten, my Soul is at 
8 this very time deeply affected with the ſenſible re- 
membrance thereof; and how the great God by his 
. Arm of Power got himſelf a great Name, by the 
great and wonderful things he brought to paſs, not 
only in gathering many thouſands to be a People 
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d0o him, but in bearing up the heads of his faithful 
: Servants, and preſerving them in a firm Teſtimony 
Þ ” | 4 againſt 


—_—— ——ñ4ä ↄ . — REEL — 


T. Camm's Teſtimony concerning M. F. 
againſt all the Superſticious formal Ways, Worſhips 
and Cuſtoms ſprung up in the Night of Apoſtacy, 
though thro' great Jeopardies and Sufferings for the 
ſame; of which, this our ancient Friend had a very 
great ſhare very early, and approv'd her ſelf a firm, 
true and zealous Sufferer for Truth's ſake, many 
Ways hazarding all, holding nothing back for the 
ſake thereof, and her faithful Teſtimony thereto, in 
the ſeveral and tedious Impriſonments, by cruel In- 
ſtruments who ſought her ruine in Body and Eſtate, 


which I thall not enter info the particulars of, ho- 


ping that may be done by ſome other Hand; altho* 
I know and have ſeen a great deal thereof, as well 


as her Conſtancy, Valour, and undaunted firm Zeal - 


for God, and Truth, without any ſhrinking, and fo 
greatly Exemplary to others, to her Commendation, 
God's Honour and Glory, as ought not to be Bu- 
ried in Oblivion, but to be Recorded to Poſterity. 
And as ſhe freely deny'd and deſpis'd the Glory 
of this fading World, for Chriſt's and Truth's fake, 
God gave her Honour, and a Name amongſt the 
_ Righteous, with qualifications many ways for a 
conſiderable Service in his Church, in which ſhe 
{hin'd as a Morning Star, being fill'd with real Wiſ⸗ 


dom, and Underſtanding, for the propagation of 
Truth and Righteouſneſs; of a clear diſcerning of 


Spirits, and the working of the Enemy, to draw 
from the Life and Power of Truth, into a Liberty 


that genders to Bondage, and to ſeparation and 


breach of Unity amongſt Friends, appearing firin 
and zealous againſt the ſame, to the comfort and 
help of many; fervent and living in her Miniſtry, 
and in Supplications and Prayers to Almighty God, 
to the Edify ing and Building up many in that moſt 
Precious Faith, which gives Victory over the World: 
Not only a Great and Exemplary Sufferer for Truth, 
but a Viſiter and Simpathizer with all the Faithful 
in their Sufterings, zealouſly labouring and endea- 
vouring with ſuch as were in Authority for their 


Keliet; as being afflicted, with the afflicted, and 


mourning 


* 
4 - 4th = * * 
vr = ts Ar - " ee . . 
— . ' — 
* P * 


* 
re — 


T. Camm's Teſtimony concerning M. F. 
mourning with thoſe that mourned, truſting in the 
Arm of God's Power, which is the ſupport of the 
Righteous. She never ſpared her ſelf, nor doubted 
of good ſucceſs in her manifold Labours on Truth's 
account; both in her Miniſtry Abroad in moſt pla- 
ces in this Nation, and other Services; but appro- 
ved her ſelf ſuch in Zeal that needed not to be a- 


ſhamed of her Work and Service for the Lord, his 
Truth, and People in her time, which ſhe perform'd 
with all ſincerity, and is now rewarded with the full 


fruition of eternal Life, and Peace with her God, whom 
the lov'd, fear'd, and ſerv'd with an upright heart, 
every way faithfully, while God was pleas'd to give 
her ſtrength and ability to perform the ſame, 
Though I was. not with her at her concluſion and 
departure out of her Houſe of Clay, yet am per- 
ſwaded it was well, and ſhe died in the Lord, and 
is ceaſed from her manifold Labours, and her Works 
now follow her; and her Memory lives with the 
Righteous, and will be had in everlaſting remem- 
brance, when the name of the Wicked fhall rot ; 
and when they that ſought her ruine, and purpoſed 
miſchief againſt her without cauſe, ſhall howl and 
lament, if not prevented by timely Repentance I; 
with many other Brethren was at her Burial, where 
the Lord did eminently appear with us, and man 
Teſtimonies were there born to the honour of Truth, 
and great ſatisfaction of many there, of great Qua- 
lity and Degree in the World; and to. the great 
comfort and edification of all the upright :o God; 


to whom belongs the praiſe of all his wonderful 


Works and marvelous loving kindneſs extended 
and multiplied unto and upon his PeopE, in and 
thro* our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, World without End, 


Amen, 


camſgill the 16th of the | : 
I11th Month, 1706, © Tho. Camm, 


George 
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George Whitehead's 


TESTIMONY 
Concerning our Beloved Ancient Friend 
Margaret Fell by ber firſs Marriage; 


Margaret Fox by her ſecond. 


H ER kind and early reception of the Servants 
and Miniſters of Chriſt in his Name and Truth, 


+ met with the Reward of a bleſſed Diſciple, which 


ſhe became, through God's great Love, and gracious 
Viſitation. | | 


She was greatly ſerviceable to Truth and Friends 


in her Day, and of a Noble Generous Spirit, and 


efteQualy gain'd upon her firſt Husband Fudge Fell, 
by her Innocent and Prudent Converſation (accord- 


ing to 1 Pe. 3. 1, 2.) whereby he became the more 
| yy and Kind to Friends in early Days, and 


was Intrumental to moderate the Perſecutors, and 
to mittgate the fury and Perſecution toward our 


Friends in Lancaſhire, and thoſe Parts of the North 


of Englaxd. 
She war very Induſtrious in her Solicitations and 


frequent — to King Charles the Second, 


after that ſevere Perſecution and great Impriſon- 


neſtly endeæyour'd to perſwade Him to put a ſtop 


ments ens the Year 1661, and 1662. and ear- 
to thoſe Perecutions, and to relieve our Friends 


from thoſe Rardihips which many were under in 
thoſe Times: She tenderly clear'd her Conſcience in 
E plainneſs 
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G. Whitehead's Teſtimony of M. Fox. 
plainneſs to Him, and at laſt when ſhe was clear 
committed her Endeavours, and left the Iſſue of all 


to the Lord, the Righteous Judge of all: In her 
great Induſtry and Endeavours for Friends Relief, 


ſhe truly manifeſted her tender love to the Heritage 
of God, and ſympathizing with the Sufferers for 
his Name and Truth's ſake, and the Lord helped 
and ſupported her in her great Labours of Love for 


his ſuffering Seeds ſake. 


She was preſerv'd and continu'd in a good under- 
ſtanding and Teſtimony for the bleſſed Truth in Life 


and Doctrine, in the Spirit of Love, and of a ſound 


Mind, being zealous for the Name of the Lord, and 
his living Truth, for which, ſhe alſo was a great 
Sufferer. N | | 

She had a Godly Care upon her for the Sober and 


Vertuous Education of her Children and Offspring, 


and the Lord bleſs'd and anſwer'd her therein, in a 
good meaſure, and no doubt bleſſed them the more 


for her ſake, as well as for their own Salvation, 


for which ſhe chiefly travel'd in Spirit, and ear- 
neſtly ſought the Lord in their behalf, beyond all 
Temporal Bleſſings. | — 7 

She retain'd a ſincere and conſtant Love to all 
faithful Friends and Brethren to the end; which was 
a true Evidence of her being paſled from Death to 
Life, while here, and of her Portion in Eternal Life 
and Felicity in the Heavenly Kingdom, the Inheri- 
tance of all the Faithful in Chriſt Jeſus: To whom 


be Glory and Dominion for ever and ever, 


London, the 23d of the . I. 
ad Month, 1709, G. V. 


Thomas Dockreys 


TESTIMONY 


Concerning M. F. 


went to ſee dear M. F. a little before her De- 
ceaſe, and heard her ſpeak many comfortable 
and excellent Words, thus: The Lord is with me, 
and I am with the Lord, and in him only will I truſt; 


and commit all to the Divine Providence of the Lord, 


both concerning my Children and Grand- Children, 


and all things they do enjoy from him, both in Spiri- 
tuals and Naturals, who is the God of all the Mercies 


and Bleſfings to his People, throughout all Generations : 
To him be Glorious Praiſes for ever, Amen, 

It is now Fifty Years ſince ſhe was convinced and 
owned the Lord's Eternal Truth, when the firſt Meſ- 
ſenger thereof came into theſe parts, (to wit, dear 
G. F.) and ſhe ſoon came to enjoy the Glorious Open- 
ing Power of God, by which ſhe was opened to an- 
fwer both Prieſts, Profeſſors, and Prophane, and 
ftop'd their Mouths and Writings from replying 
again, of which I am a Witneſs : And ſhe had ex- 
cellent Gifts of the Spirit and Power of the Lord 
God, both of Diſcerning, Prayer, and Declaration, 


to the Refreſhing of the Lambs and Babes in Chriſt 


Jeſus, the Heavenly Man, the Way to God again. 
For I did know her by Face, and alſo in the Spirit 


and Power of God, according to my meaſure, above 
Forty Five Years; and now ſhe is entered into the 


Reſt that remaineth for the People of God, ever- 
more to be with him in Joy and Bleſſedneſs, with 


the Sanctified in Chriſt Jeſus: To whom, with God 


the Father, be Glory and Honour eternally. Amen. 
Fs I. B. 
Some 
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Some of the Sayings of Margaret Fox, in 
the time of her Sickneſs, a little before 
ber Departure out of this World. 


Ome, come, pray let ws join to the Lord, and be of 
one Spirit; join to the Eternal God, and be of 
one Spirit. „ 
Her Daughter expreſſing what a Bleſſed Mother 
ſhe had been to her Children, and whole Poſterity; 
ſhe anſwered very ſweetly, Cleave to me, and you 


will not do wrong, for I am joined to the Lord. 


And again, to her Grand-Son, Dear John, dear 


lohn, ſtand for God, ſtand to God, repeating thoſe 


Words to him ſeveral times; and ſaid, I have no- 
thing that troubleth me. 

And another time, her Daughter expreſſing her 
Sorrow to part with her, and deſire that her Life 
might be ſpar'd; ſhe ſaid, She did not &now but the 


Lord might grant it; but ſaid, bis Will be done. 


Again, her Daughter expreſſing our Intentions to 


Educate her Grandſon, our Son, according to her 
Mind and Deſire ; ſhe ſaid, Al that I defire for him, 


i, that he may be Faithful. | | 
At another time, ſhe ſaid, Oh! my ſweet Lord, 


into thy holy Boſom do ] commit my ſelf freely; not 


deſiring to live in this troubleſome, painful World ; 
- @- all nothing to me: For my Maker is my Huſ- 
and. | 

At another time, ſhe ſaid, Come Lord Feſus, I am 
freely given up to thy Will. 

At another time, I have à clear Conſcience. 

An ancient Friend, Thomas Dockrea, coming to 
ſee her, ſaid to her, Dear Heart, how doſt find thy 
ſelf ? She anſwered, Very weak in Body, but alive 
to God. | | | 

| Again 


109 — 


Some of M. F*s Dying Sayings. 
Again, ſhe ſaid, IT freely forgive all People upon the 


face of the whole Earth, for any wrong done to me, 


as freely as I deſire to be forgiven. 

She ſaid to her Grandſon, Fobn, the Lord loves 
thee, and will love thee for my ſake, and my 
Prayers and Tears that I have put up to him for 
thee many times. | f 

And ſeeing us Sorrowful, ſhe ſaid, Be quiet, for 
- am as comfortable, and well in my Spirit, as ever 

Was. 

And a little before ſhe departed, ſhe called Rachel, 
ſaying, Take me in thy Arms; and then ſaid, I am in 


Peace. 


- 
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RELATION 


Margaret Fell, 


x 


Her Birth, Life, Teſtimony, and Suf- 


fermgs for the Lord's Everlaſting 
Truth in her Generation | ” 
Given forth by her Self, as followeth, Vix. 


Was Born in the Year 1614. at Aſarſh-Grange, 
in the Pariſh of Dalton, in Fournis in Lanca- 


ſhire, of good and honeſt Parents, and of Ho- 


nourable Repute in their Country. My Father's 
Name was John Askew, he was of an Ancient Fa- 
mily, of thoſe eſteem' d and call'd Gentlemen, who. 
left a conſiderable Eſtate, which had been in his 
Name and Family for ſeveral Generations. He 
was a Pious Charitable Man, much valu'd in his 


Country, for his Moderation, and Patience, and 


was Bred after the beſt way and manner of Perſons. 


of his Rank in his Day. I was brought up and liv'd 


with my Father, until I was between Seventeen and 


Eighteen Years of Age, and then I was Married un- 


to Thomas Fell of Swarthmore, who was a Barriſter- 


_ at-Law of Grays-Inn; who afterwards was a Juſtice 


of the Quorum in his Country, a Member of Par- 
liament, in ſeveral Parliaments; Vice-Chancellor 
of the County Palatine of Lancaſter, Chancel- 


lor of the Dutchy-Court at Weſtminſter, and one 


of the Judges that went the Circuit of Veſt · Cheſter, 
and North-Wales. | "REY VE 
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He was much eſteem'd in his Country, and valu'd 
and honour'd in his Day by all ſorts of People, for 
his Juſtice, Wiſdom, Moderation and Mercy; being 
2 Terror to Evil-doers, and an Encourager of iuch 
as did well, and his many and great Services made 
his Death much lamented. We liv'd together twenty 
ſix Years, in which time, we had nine Children. 
He was a tender loving Husband to me, and a ten- 
der Father to his Children, and one that ſought af- 
ter God in the beſt way that was made known to 
him. I was about ſixteen Years younger than he, 
and was one that ſought after the beſt Things, be- 
ing defirous to ſerve God, ſo as I might be accepted 
of him; and was Inquiring after the way of the 
Lord, and went often to hear the beſt Miniſters that 
caine into our Parts, whom we frequently enter- 
tain'd at our Houſe; many of thoſe that were ac- 
counted the inoſt Serious and Godly Men, ſome of 
which, were then call'd Lecturing-Miniſters, and 
had often Prayers and Religious Exerciſes 1n our 
Family. This I hop'd I did well in, but often 
fear'd I was ſhort of the right way: And after this 
manner I was inquiring and ſeeking about twenty 
Years. „„ 
Then in the Year 1652. it pleas'd the Lord in 
his Infinite Mercy and Goodnels to ſend George Fox 
165 2. into our Country, who declar'd unto us the Eternal 
Truth, as it is in Jeſus; and by the Word and Power 
of the Eternal God, turn'd many from Darkneſs 
unto Light, and from the Power of Satanunto God ; 
And when TI and my Children, and a great part of our 
Servants were ſo convinc'd and converted unto God, 
at which time my Husband was not at Home, being 
gone to London. When he came Home, and found 
us the moſt part of the Family chang'd from our 
former Principle and Perſwakon which he left us 
in, when he went from Home, he was much ſur— 
priz d at our ſuddain change: For ſome envious 
People of our Neighbours, went and met him upon 
the Sands, as he was coming Home, and Fs 
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him, that we had entertain'd ſuch Men as had ta- 


ken us off from going to Church, which he was 


very much concern'd at; ſo that when he came 
Home, he ſeem'd much troubled. And it fo hap- 
pen'd, that Richard Farnſworth, and ſome other 
Friends (that came into our Parts a little time after 


G. Fox) were then at our Houſe when my Husband 
came Home; and they Diſcours'd with him, and 


did perſwade him to be ſtill, and weigh things, be- 
fore he did any thing haſtily, and his Spirit was 


ſomething calmed. 


At Night G. Fox ſpoke ſo powerfully and con- 
vincingly, that the witneſs of God in his Conſci- 
ence anſwer'd that he ſpake Truth; and he was 
then ſo far convinc'd in his Mind that it was Truth, 


that he willingly let us have a Meeting in his Houſe 


the next firſt Day after, which was the firſt Pub- 
lick Meeting that was at Swarthmore; but he and 
his Men went to the Steeple-Houſe (our Meetings be- 


ing kept at Swarthmore about 38 Years, until a new 


Meeting-Houſe was built by G. Fox's Order and 
Coſt near Swarthmore-Hall,) and fo through the good 
power and word of God, the Truth encreas'd in the 
Countries all about us, and many came in, and 
were convinc'd, and we kept our Meetings peace- 


ably every firſt Day at Swarthmore-Hall, the reſidue 


of the time of his Life. And he became a kind 
Friend to Friends, and to the practicers of Truth 
upon every occaſion, as he had opportunity. For 
he being a Magiſtrate, was Inſtrumental to keep off 


much Perſecution in this Country, and in other 
Places where he had any Power. | 


He Liv'd about ſix Years after I was convinc'd ; 
in which time it pleas'd the Lord to viſit him with 
Sickneſs, wherein he became more than uſually lo- 
ving and kind to our Friends calld Qxakers, ha- 
ving been a merciful Man to the Lord's People. I, 
and many other Friends were well ſatisfy*d the 
Lord in mercy receiv'd him to himſelf. It was in 
the beginning of the 8th Month, 1658, that he 
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died, being about ſixty Years of Ape: He left one 


Son, and ſeven Daughters, all unpreferr'd ; but left 
a good and competent Eſtate for them. 

And in the Year 1660. King Charles the Second 
came into England, and within two Weeks after, I 
was mov'd of the Lord to go to London, to ſpeak to 
the King concerning the Truth, and the Sufferers for 
it, for there was then many hundreds of our Friends 
in Priſon in the three Nations, of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, which were put in by the former Pow- 
ers. And I ſpake often with the King, and writ 
many Letters and Papers unto him, and many Books 
were given by our Friends to the Parliament, and 
great Service was done at that time.—And they 
were fully inform'd of our peaceable Principles and 
Practices. I ſtaid at London at this time one Year 
and three Months, doing Service for the Lord, in 
viſiting Friends Meetings, and giving Papers and 
Letters to the King and Council whenever there was 
occaſion. And I writ and gave Papers and Letters 
to every one of the Family teveral times, viz. To 
the King, to the Duke of Iorꝶ, to the Duke of Glou- 
ceſter, and to the Queen Mother, to the Princeſs 
of Orange, and to the Queen of Bohemia. I was 
mov'd of the Lord to viſit them all, and to write 
unto them, and to lay the Truth before them, and 
did give them many Books and Papers, and did lay 
our Principles and Doctrines before them, and de- 
ſired that they would let us have Diſcourſe with 
their Prieſts, Preachers, and Teachers, and if they 
could prove us Erroneous, then let them manifeſt 
it: But if our Principles and Doctrines be found 
according to the Doctrine of Chriſt, and the Apo- 
ſtles and Saints in the Primitive Times, then let us 
have our Liberty. But we could never get a Meet- 
ing of any ſort of them to meet with our Friends 
Nevertheleſs they were very quiet, and we had great 
Liberty, and had our Meetings very peaceably for 
the firſt half Vear after the King came in, until the 
Fifth-Monarchy-Men raiſed an Inſurrection and * 

mult 
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mult in the City of London, and then all our Meet- 
ings were diſturb'd, and Friends taken up; which 
if that had not been, we were inform'd the King had 
intended to have given us Liberty. For at that 
very time, there was an Order Sign'd by the King 
and Council for the Quaker's Liberty, and juſt 
when it ſhould have gone to the Preſs, the Fifth- 
Monarchy-Men roſe, and then our Friends were very 
hardly uſed, and taken up at their Meetings gene- 
rally, even until many Priſons throughout the Na- 
tion was filled with them. And many a time did 
I go to the King about them; who promis'd me al- 
ways they ſhould be ſet at Liberty; and we had ſe- 
veral in the Council were Friendly to us, and we 
gave many Papers to them; and with much adoe, 
and attendance in that time, about a quarter of 2 
year after their firſt taking Friends to Priſon, a 
General Proclamation from the King and Council 
was granted, for ſetting the Quakers at Liberty, 
that were taken up at that time; and in ſome time 
after the Proclamation came forth, and Friends 
were ſet at Liberty. Then I had freedom in Spirit 
to return Home to viſit my Children and Family, 
which I had been from fifteen Months. And I 
ſtaid at Home about nine Months, and then was 
moved of the Lord to go to London again, not 
knowing what might be the Matter or Buſineſs that: 
I ſhould go for. And when I came to Warrington, 
in my way to London, I met with an Act of Par- 
liament, made againſt the Quakers for refuſing 
Oaths. And when I came to London, I heard the 
King was gone to meet the Queen, and to be Mar- 
ried to her at Hampton Court. At this time Friends 
Meetings at London were much troubled with Sol- 
diers, pulling Friends out .of their Meetings, and 
beating them with their Muſkets and Swords; in- 
ſomuch that ſeveral were wounded and bruiſed b 
them; many were caſt into Priſon, through which, 
many loſt their Lives; and all this being done to a 
peaceable People, only for Worſhipping God, as 
. B 2 they 
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they in Conſcience were perſwaded. Then I went 
to the King, and Duke of Tork at Hampton-Court, 
and JI wrote ſeveral Letters to them, and therein 
gave them to underſtand what deſperate and dange- 
rous work there was at London; and how the Sol- 
diers came in with lighted Matches, and drawn 
Swords amongſt Friends, when they were met to- 
gether in the fear and dread of the Lord to wor- 
ſhip him; and if they would not ſtop that cruel 
Perſecution, it was very like that more Innocent 
Blood would be ſhed, and that would witneſs a- 


gainſt their Actions, and lie upon them, and the 


Nation. And within ſome certain days after, they 
beat ſome Friends ſo cruelly at the Bull-and- Mouth, 
that two died thereof. 6 

The King told me when I ſpake to him, and writ 
to him, that his Soldiers did not trouble us, nor 
mould they, and ſaid the City Soldiers were not 
his, and they would do as they pleas'd with them; 


but after a little time they were more Moderate, 


and the King promis'd me that he would ſet thoſe 


at Liberty that were in Priſon ; and when he brought 
his Queen to London, he ſet them at Liberty. And 


then I came Home again, when I had ſtaid about 
four Months in and about London. And in the 3d 
Month, 1663. I was mov'd of the Lord again to 
Travel into the Countries to viſit Friends ; and I 
Travel'd through the Countries viſiting Friends, 


till we came to Briſiol, where we ſtaid two Weeks, 
I, and ſome other Friends that were with me, and. 


then: we went into Somerſetſbire, Devonſhire, and 


Dorſeiſhire, viſiting Friends, and then came back 


to Briſtol: From whence, we paſſed through the 
Nation into Tork/hire, to Jorꝶ, and into Biſhoprick 
and Northumberland, viſiting Meetings all along 
amongſt Friends, and then went into Weſtmoreland, 
and ſo Home to Swarthmore. | 
This Journey, that I then went, and one of my 
Daughters, and ſome others that were with me, it 
was thought we Travelled about a Thouſand Miles ; 
| | | an 
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and in our Journey we met with G. Fe, who came 
to Swarthmore with us, and ſtay'd about two Weeks; 
and then the Magiſtrates began to threaten: For G. F. 
went into Weſtmoreland, and Cumberland, and had 
ſome Meetings amongſt Friends, and came again to 
Swarthmore; and they ſent out Warrants for him, and 
took him, and committed him to Lancaſter-Caſtle. 
About a Month after, the ſame Juſtices ſent for me 
to Alverſtone, where they were ſitting, at a private 
Seſſions; and when I came there, they asked me ſe- 
veral Queſtions, and ſeem'd to be offended at me, 
for keeping a Meeting at my Houſe, and ſaid, They 
would tender me the Oath of Allegiance. I an- 
ſwer'd, They knew I could not Swear, and why 
ſhould they ſend for me from my own Houſe, where 
T was about my lawful Occaſions, to enſnare me? 
What had I done? They ſaid, If I would not keep 
a Meeting at my Houſe, they would not tender me 
the Oath. I told them, I ſhould not deny my Faith 
and Principles, for any thing they could do againſt 
me; and while it pleaſed the Lord to let me have 
a Houſe, I would endeavour to worſhip him in it. 
So they caus'd the Oath to be read, and tender'd it 
unto me; and when I refuſed it, telling them, I 
could not take any Oath for Conſcience ſake, Chrift 
Jeſus having forbid it. Then they made a Mzrri- 
mus, and committed me Priſoner to Lancaſter-Caſtle, 
and there G. Fox and I remained in Priſon until the 
next Aſſizes; and then they Indicted us upon the 
Statute for denying the Oath of Allegiance: For 
they tender'd it us both again at the Aſſizes; but 
they ſaid to me, if I would not keep a Meeting at 
my Houſe, I ſhould be ſet at Liberty. But I an- 
ſwer'd the Judge, That I rather chooſe a Priſon 
for obeying of God, than my Liberty for obeying \ 
of Men, contrary to my Conſcience. So we were 
called ſeveral times before them at that Aſſizes, 
and the Indictments were found againſt us. The 
next Aſſizes we came to Tryal, and G. Fox's In- 
dictment was found to be dated wrong, both in the 
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Day of the Month, and in the Year of the King's 
Reign, fo that his Indictment was quaſh'd ; but 
mine they would not allow the Errors that were 
found in it, to make it void, altho' there were ſeve- 
ral; ſo they paſſed Sentence of Præmunire upon me, 
which was, That I ſhould be out of the King's Pro- 
tection, and forfeit all my Eſtate, Real and Perſonal, 
to the King, and Impriſonment during Life. But 


the great God of Heaven and Earth ſupported my 


Spirit under this ſevere Sentence, that I was not ter- 
rified; but gave this Anſwer to Judge Turner, who 


gave the Sentence, Although I am out of the King's 
Protection, yet I am not out of the Protection of the 


Almighty God; ſo there I remained in Priſon Twenty 
Months, before I could get ſo much Favour of the 
Sheriff, as to go to my own Houſe ; which then I did 
fora little time, and returned to Priſon again. And 

when I had been a Priſoner about Four Years, I was 
ſet at Liberty by an Order from the King and Coun- 
cil in 1668. „ 


And then I was moved of the Lord again, to go 


and viſit Friends; and the firſt that I went to viſit 


were Friends in Priſon; and TI viſited the moſt part 
of the Friends that were Priſoners in the North and 
Weſt of England, and thoſe in my way to Briſtol; 
and after I had ſtay'd two Weeks there, I viſited 


Friends in Cornwall, Devonſhire, and Somerſetſhire 


and then through all the Weſtern Counties to London. 
And I ſtay'd in and about London about three 
Months, and then I went and viſited Friends through- 
out all Kent, Suſſex, and ſome part of Surrey; and 
then to London again, where I ſtay'd above two 
Months; and then I returned through the Countries, 

viſiting Friends, until I came to Briſtol, in 1669. 
And then it was Eleven Years after my former 
Huſband's Deceaſe ; and G. Fox being then returned 
from viſiting Friends in Ire/and. At Briſtol he de- 
clared his Intentions of Marriage with me; and 
there was alſo our Marriage ſolemnized, in a publick 
Meeting of many Friends, who were our Re : 
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And in ſome time after, I came homewards, and 
my Huſband ſtay'd in the Countries viſiting Friends. 


And ſoon after I came home, there came another 


Order to caſt me into Priſon again; and the Sheriff 


of Lancaſhire ſent his Bailiff, and pulled me out of 
my own Houſe, and had me to Priſon to Lancaſter- 


Caſtle, where I continued a whole Year; and moſt 


part of that time I was ſick and weakly. And 
after ſome time, my Huſhand endeavoured to get 
me out of Priſon; and a Diſcharge at laſt was got, 


under the great Seal, and ſo Iwas ſet at Liberty, 


And then I was to go up to London again; for 
my Huſband was intending for America, and he was 
full two Years away, before he came back into Eng- 
land; and then he arrived in Briſtol, where I went 
to meet him; and we ſtay'd ſometime in the Coun- 
tries thereabout, and then came to London, and 
ſtay'd there ſeveral Months. And I was intending 
to return home into the North, and he came with 
me as far as the middle of the Nation. But before 
we parted, we went to a Meeting in Worceſterſhire ; 
and after the Meeting was ended, and Friends moſt- 
ly gone, he was taken Priſoner, together with my 


Son: in- Law Thomas Lower, by one Parker, a Juſtice, 
To called, and ſent to Worceſter-Jayl; the Account 


whereof is ſet forth in his Journal. And when I 
came home, with my Daughter Rachel, leaving 
him confin'd in Priſon, where he became much 
weaken'd 1n Body, and his Health impair'd, by his 


long Confinement. Howbeit, after much endeavours 


uſed, he was Legally Diſcharged, and ſet at Liberty. 
We got him home to Swarthmore, where he had a 
long time of Weakneſs, before he Recovered. And 
when he had ſtay'd there about One and Twenty 
Months, he began his Journey towards London again, 
in 1677. although he was but weakly, and unable 
to ride well, but the Lord ſupported him. And 
when he had ſtay'd ſome time in London, then he 
went over into Holland, and travelled to Hamburgh, 
and into ſome part of Germany, and to ſeveral places 
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in thoſe Countries, and then returned to London; 
and then went to Briſtol to viſit Friends, and back 


again to London: And then, after a little time, came 
to Swarthmore, where he continu'd again above a Year. 


And then he began his Journey, and travelled through 
ſeveral Counties, viſiting Friends, until he came to 


London. 


And when my Huſband was at London, it being 
a time of great Perſecution by Informers, the Juſtices 


in our Country were very ſevere, and much bent 
againſt me, becauſe J kept a Meeting at my Houſe, 


at Swarthmore-Hall: So they did not Fine the Houſe 


as his, he being abſent, but fined it as mine, as be- 


ing the Widow of Judge Fell; and fined me 207. for 


the Houſe, and 207. for ſpeaking in the Meeting; 


and then fined me the ſecond time 40 J. for ſpeak- 
ing; and alſo fined ſome other Friends for ſpeaking, 
20/. for the firſt time, and 40/7. for the ſecond time; 
and thoſe that were not able, they fined others for 


them, and made great Spoil amongſt Friends, by 


diſtraining and ſelling their Goods, ſometimes for 
leſs than half the Value; they took Thirty Head of 


Cattle from me: Their Intentions were to ruine us, 
and to weary us out, and to enrich themſelves; but 


the Lord prevented them. 
So I was moved of the Lord to go to London, in 
the Joth Year of my Age; and the Word was in me, 


That as IT had gone to King Charles, when he firſt came 


into England; / I ſhould go, and bear to him my laſt 


Teſtimony, and let him know, how they did abuſe us, 


to enrich themſelves. And ſo I went up to London; 
and a Paper was drawn up, to give a true and cer- 
tain Account, how they dealt with me, and other 
Friends, And it was upon my Mind, to go firſt to 


the Duke of Jorx; and I writ a ſhort Paper to him, 


to acquaint him, That as he had ſometimes former- 
ly ſpoke in my behalf to the King, my Requeſt was, 
that he would now do the like for me; or Words to 


that effect. And I went with this Paper to Fames's 
Houſe; and after long waiting, I got to * to 


Il 


him. But ſome who were with him, let him know, 
that it was I that had been with him and his Bro- 
ther, ſoon after they came into England. So I 
gave him my little Paper, and asked him, If he did 
remember me? He ſaid, I do remember you. So then 
I defired him to ſpeak to the King for us, for we 
were under great Sufferings, and our Perſecutors 
were ſo ſevere upon us, that it look'd as if they in- 
tended to make a Prey upon us : And he ſaid, He 
could 'not help us, but he would ſpeak to the King. 
And the next Day, with much ado, I got to the 


King, and had my great Paper, wllich was the Re- 
lation of our Sufferings, to preſent to him; but he 


was ſo Rough and Angry, that he would not take 
my Paper; but I gave ſeveral Copies of it to his 
Nobles about him. And afterwards I went to Judge 
Fefferies, and told him of our Sufferings : For he 
had been in the North-Country with us, but a little 
before, and he told me we might ſpeak to the King. 
I anſwer'd, it was very hard to get to the King ; 
he ſaid, give me a Paper, and I will ſpeak to him; 
but ſaid, Your Papers are too long, give me a ſhort 
Paper, and I will ſpeak to him. So I writ a little 
Paper from my ſelf to him, to this effect; 

King Charles, Thou and thy Magiſtrates puts very 
great and cruel Sufferings upon us: But this I muſt 
ſay unto thee, If you make our Sufferings to Death it 
ſelf, we ſhall not, nor dare not but confeſs Chriſt Je- 
ſus before Men, leſt he ſhould deny us before his Father 
which is in Heaven. 5 | 

There were ſome more Words in it, but this was 
the Subſtance. So Fefferies read it, and ſaid, He 
would give it him; and we gave Papers to ſeveral 
of thoſe that waited on him, and they gave us ſome 
Encouragement, that we ſhould be helped : So we 
expected and waited for it. And about a Week or 
two after, in the beginning of the 12th Month, Geo. 
Whitehead and I were going to one of the Lords, 
who had promiſed George before, that he would 
ſpeak to the King for us: We went to his Lodgirigs 
| early 
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early in the Morning, thinking to ſpeak with him» 
before he went out; but his Servants told us, he was 


not within, being gone to the King, who was not 
well. Then we came forth into MPite-Hall. Court a- 


gain; but all the Gates were ſhut, that we could not 
get forth. So we waited and walked up and down, 


and ſeveral came down from the King, and ſaid, 


He could not ſtand; others ſaid, He could not ſpeak, 


Then, after ſome Hours waiting, we got through 
Scotland-Tard, and came away ; and the King con- 
tinued Sick and Il until the Sixth Day after, and 
then he died. So this confirmed that Word, which 


God put into my Heart, That I was ſent to bear my 
aſt Teſtimony to the King. 5 
Then James Duke of Tor} was proclaimed King; 


and about two Weeks after, I went to him, and gave 
him a Paper, wherein was writ to this effece:: 
King James, I have waited here ſome Months, until 


this Change is come, and now TI would return Home 


But I cannot tive peaceably there, except I have a 


Word from thee, to give a Check to my Perſecutors. 


I ſpoke to him to the ſame purpoſe, that I had 
writ in my Paper. He ſaid to me, Go hom?, go 


Home. So after a few Weeks I went home. | 

And a little time after, William Kerby, a Juſtice, 
one of our greateſt Perſecutors, met with my Son- 
in-Law, Daniel Abraham, upon the Road, and ſaid 


to him, Tell your Mother, that now the Government 
w1ll be ſettled again, and if you keep Meetings, you 


muſt expect the ſame again. My Son anſwered him, 


We muſt keep Meetings, unleſs you take our Lives. 


Then William Kerby ſaid, We will not take your 
Lives, but whilſt you have any thing, we will take 
it. So I writ a Letter to King James, in which I. 


faid, Thou bid'ſt me come home, and ſo I am; but as 
f ſaid to thee, I could not live peaceably, ſo it is like 
zo be: And then 1 hinted in my Letter, V. Kirby's 
Diſcourſe with my Son. And I deſired of the King, 
zo let me have ſomething from him, that I might live 
peaceably at my Houſe, | 


This 
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This Letter was deliver'd to him, and, as J heard, 


he carried it to the Council, and it was read; and 
that ſome of the Council ſaid, She deſires a Prote&i- 


on, that ſhe may live Peaceably at her own Houſe; 
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and that ſome made anſwer, They could give no 
Protection to a particular. However (I do ſuppoſe) 


they gave our Perſecutors a private Caution, for- 
they troubled us no more; but, if that had not been, 
it's likely they had a mind to begin a new upon us. 
For, a little before the time of the Informers, they 
brought that Law upon us, concerning Twelve Pence 
a Sunday, ſo call'd; and they carry'd me, and my 
Son and Daughter Abraham, to Lancaſter-Priſon, and 
kept us there about three Weeks. And when they 
confider'd, that they could not Fine me, nor my 
Houſe, when I was in Priſon, then they let us go 
home; and ſoon after, they did fine us both for the 
Houſe, and for Speaking, as 1s before hinted. 

And thus have they troubled and perſecuted us 
divers ways: But the Lord God Almighty hath 
preſerved me, and us, till this Day; Glorious Praiſes 
be given to him for evermore. 8 

And the Lord hath given me Strength and Abi- 
lity, that I have been at London to fee my dear 
Huſband and Children, and Relations and Friends 
there, in 1690. being the Seventy Sixth Year of my 
Age: And I was very well Satisfied, Refreſhed, and 
Comforted in my Journey, and found Friends in 


much Love; Praiſes be returned to the Unchange- 


able Lord God for ever. This being Nine times that 
I have been at London, upon the Lord's and his 


Truth's Account. 


And after I returned Home, I writ this ſhort Epi- 
ſtle following, to the Women's Meeting in London. 


Dear Friends and Siſters, | 
IN the Eternal Bleſſed Truth, into which we are 
1 begotten, and in which we ſtand, and are pre- 
ſerved, as we keep in it, and are guided by it: In 
* this is my dear and unchangeable Love 1 

ber 
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© ber'd unto you all ; acknowledging your dear, 


© tender, and kind Love, when I was with you; in 


* which my Heart was rejoyced, to feel the Ancient 
Love and Unity of the Eternal Spirit amongſt 
* you: And my Soul was, and 1s refreſhed in m 
© Tourney, in viſiting of my dear Huſband and Chil- 
< dren, and you my dear Friends. And now I am 
returned to my own Houſe and Family, where I 
© find all well: Praiſed and Honoured be my Heaven- 
* Iy Father. e | 

* And, dear Friends, our Engagements are great 
© unto the Lord, and he is Dear and Faithful unto 
* us: And Bleſſed and Happy are all they, that are 
Dear and Faithful unto him. And thoſe who keeps 
* ſingle and chaſte unto him, they need not fear 
Evil Tidings, nor what Man can do: For he that 
© hath all Power in Heaven and Earth in his Hand, 
* he will ſurely keep his own Church and Family, 
© thoſe that worſhippeth him, within the Meaſuring 
* Line, that meaſures the Temple, and the Altar, 
* and thoſe that worſhips therein, they are kept 
* ſafe, as in the Hallow of his Hand. | | 

And ſo, dear Friends, my Heart and Soul was 
ſo much Comforted and Refreſhed amongſt you, 
that I could not but ſignifie the Remembrance of 
* my dear Love unto you: And alſo my Acknow- 
* tedgment of your dear Love and Tenderneſs to 
* my dear Huſband ; for which, I doubt not, but 
* the Lord doth and will Reward you: Into whoſe 
* Hand, and Arm, and Power, I commit you. 


Swarthmore, the loth of 2r 
the 5th Month, 1690. TS A. Fox. 
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© The Subſtance and Import of certain Let- 

ters and Papers of M. Fox 10 Oliver 
Cromwell, whilfi he was Protector, 
and to K. Charles II. and others, Hi- 

ftorically Abſtracted, and Related for 

%* brevites ſake, as followeth. 


THen O. C. was made Protector, M. Fox faith- 1654. 
fully warned him, from the burthen of the 

word of the Lord which lay heavy upon her, as ſhe 
in her Letter to him declared, againſt his Hypocri- 
ſie under his Profeſſion, and appealing to and ex- 
horting him to obey the Light of Chriſt in his Con- 
ſcience, warning him of his overthrow if he diſ- 
. obey dit. And alſo teſtifying againſt the corrup- 
tion and covetouſneſs of the Prieſts, whom he up- 
held, and their Perſecutings and Impriſonings many 
1 of the Lords Servants, both Men and Women; alſo 
pleading for the Liberty of our tender Conſciences 
towards God, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; putting 
bim alſo into a conſideration whom or what he 
Protected; whether the Perſecutors of the faithful 
Meſſengers of God, that were ſent of the Lord a- 
mongſt them, to warn them of all their ungodly 
Ways, or the Perſecuted for Conſcience ſake. | 
* In her two Letters to Oliver Cromwell, as being 1655. 
moved of the Lord to warn him to obey the Light _ 
of Chrift in him; ſhe bears witneſs to the Spiritual 
WMWorſhip of God in Spirit and in Truth, and to his 
mighty Day, and teaching of his People himſelf, 
and againſt all the outward formal Worthips which 
are without the Spirit of Truth, and of their over- 
throw; and alſo againſt the dark Forms and Sha- 
.} Cows, and falſe Coverings which he had been under; 
Charging him in the preſence of God, not to give 
way to the Men of the World, to make Laws over 
the Conſciences of his Servants, and to beware of 
FT. bearkning 
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hearkning to Evil Councellors, that would make a _ 
Prey upon the People for their own ends, leaſt he 
| brought guilt, plagues and woes upon himſelf. 

Ty 1656, In her third Letter to Oliver Cromwell, ſhe re- 

1 members him of his great Preſervations, and Victo-· 
Ties, and of his Vows and Promiſes for Liberty f 
Conſcience, as the intent and end thereof, and the 
Lord's expecting from him the performances there- _ 

of; but inſtead thereof, and of humbling thy ſelf, 
(faith ſhe) before the Lord, thou art feaſting and 
feeding with Riotous Perſons, with Muſick, and 
Sporting with them; which Practices are abominable 
to God; as alſo thy upholding ſuch an abominable 
Prieſthood; who inſtead of allowing the Liberty of 
Conſcience promiſed, do Perſecute and Sue Men to 
Treble Damages for obeying the Truth, and ſeize . 
on their Goods, and Impriſon their Perſons, who 

tf for Conſcience ſake cannot uphold them; and ho- 
contrary to Liberty of Conſcience this is. More- 

ovey, admoniſhing him to remove thoſe Yoaks, 

Burthens and Oppreſſions which are altogether con» 

trary to Liberty of Conſcience; that the Lord might > 

favour him, and prolong his Days; otherwiſe the 

Cry of the Innocent would aſcend unto him, to 

plead their Cauſe, and then woe unto the Oppreſſor, 

which he would find; and that the hand of the 7 

Lord would be againſt him, to cut him down. 

1657. In her fourth Letter to Oliver Cromwell, ſhe gives 

him notice of the continu'd Oppreſſion of the Inno- 

cent, for him to conſider of and remove. She ten- 

derly cautions him in the fear of the Lord, as deſi- 

ring the good of his Soul, and his Eternal Peace; 

wiſhing him ſeriouſly to conſider, that God is juſt, 

and will not be mocked ; the cry of the oppreiſion 

F of the Innocent reaches to him, and he hears their 

cry, and knows their ſorrow and ſufferings; who 

is their Deliverer, and Pleader of their Cauſe, and 
whoſe Sufferings treaſures up wrath againſt their 

Oppreſſors, whole wickedneſs will come to an end, 

and the Juit ſhall be eſtablithed ; and all * 

| | 1 omp 
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Pomp and Glory, and outward Honour and Exalta- 


tion muſt be thrown down into the duſt, and come 


to an end; and all Earthly Power and Crowns ſhall 


bow and be caſt down at the feet of Jeſus Chriſt, 
© whoſe Throne is eſtabliſh'd for ever and ever. 


Laſtly, ſhe prays the God of Power and Life to 


5 enlighten his Underſtanding, that in the Place of 
Juſtice, he might ſee his Place and Calling, and in 


Truth, Juſtice and Equity diſcharge it, to the health 


and comfort of his own Soul; otherwiſe if he neg- 


lect the ſame, woe and miſery will be his end. 


In M. Foxe's Letter to King Charles the Second, 4th 
D. of Tork, and D. of Glouceſter, when they were Morn. 
newly come into England, ſhe affectionately in ten- 1660. 
der bowels of heart writes to them, and warns them 
in the ſight of the Lord, the Heart-ſearcher, not to 
ſlight the tenders of his love, leaſt they ſhould be 


= hardened ; wiſhing them to conſider the goodneſs 


of the Lord in their ſeveral preſervations, and re- 
ſtoration out of their Troubles, into their deſired Na- 

tion, Throne and Kingdom of their Father, and not 
to take the Glory and Honour thereof to themſelves; 
but to let the Lord have the Glory thereof, who re- 


ſtored them without ſhedding of Blood, or loſs of 
Lives. Acquainting them, how that God had a 


> ſuffering People in this Nation, which he hath own- 
ed, and will own, and reprov'd and overthrown 


Powers for their ſakes whom he hath bleſſed. Sig- 
nnifying alſo that God hath brought the King to the 


*> Throne to try him, what he and they would do 


LY for his People, deſiring them not to forget his Be- 
2x nefits and Mercies towards them, and that their 
hands might be kept out of Blood and Perſecution 


for when the Innocent are wrong'd and perſecuted, 


4 God will plead for and ſtand by them, Qc. 


She intimates, ſhe was moved of the Lord to 


q write to them before hand, that they might not be 


found Actors againſt God, and his People; alſo 
warning them to take heed whom they let come 


4 near them, left they ſhould be betray'd by any Piſ- 


ſemblers, 
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ſemblers, or Malicious and Temporizing Spirits, 
who have turn'd with every Power for their own 
ends. | 


/ 


King ſome few days after he was Crown'd, being 
mov'd of the Lord to write thereupon to him. She 
declares how the God of Heaven and Earth hath 
been good unto him, and reſtor'd him ; and there- 
upon Councels him to let the Lord Jeſus Chriſt have 
his Right and Prerogative, whoſe Throne and Scep- 


tre is in the Hearts and Conſciences of his People; 
and therefore that the King would beware not to 


have a hand, nor give encouragement in turning 
Chriſt Jeſus out of his Right; but to perform his 
Promiſes with God and Men, and unto tender Con- 


ſciences, which the King promis'd at Bredab; and 


again in his Speech, ratify'd before both Houſes of 
Parliament, which was to haſten the Act of Indem- 
nity ; wherein was a full Promiſe of giving Liberty 


to Tender Conſciences; and alſo in his Declaration 


concerning Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. And particularly 
the King promis'd us, that we ſhould have a Pro- 
clamation to enjoy our Meetings, and not be com- 
pell'd to any other Publick Worſhip. Yet never- 
theleſs, that we have ſuffer'd heavy Burthens, Op- 
preſſions, and Impriſonments to the death of many, 
altho' we have not in the leaſt forfeited our Liberty 
before granted to us. The Performance of what the 


King had promis'd, the Lord requir'd of him; for 


that the Liberty of Conſcience would be a main 


Pillar for the King's ſupport and ſure ſtanding , 
but otherwiſe, if he a&ed contrary. And therefore 


ſhe deſired that he would let us enjoy our Liberty 
to worſhip the Lord our God without diſturbance. 


A. F. alſo in the ſame Letter, ſhews to the King 
how invalid the Impoſition of Oaths are when im- 


pos'd upon our Adverſaries, and ſuch as are diſaf- 
tected to the King, and requiring what is contrary 
to their Principles, that ſuch Oaths do not bind nor 
oblige them to obedience or performance of _ 

++ they 


In a Letter from M. Fox, which ſhe gave to the 


1 1 
they Swear; who make no Conſcience of an Oath 

impoſed upon them: For Temporizers, or ſuch as 
can turn every way with the Times, can according- 
Iy take Oaths for their Interſt, or to eſcape Suffer- 
ings, and therefore their Oaths and Swearings can- 


not be ſufficient ſecurity to the King, of their faith- 


fulneſs to the King and his Government, altho' 
they Swear it; but the King is ſafe in them that 


cannot Swear at all for Conſcience ſake, and in obe- 


dience to the command of God, are alſo oblig'd to 

be true and faithful to the King's Government. 
The ſaid Letter ſhe gave into the King's own hand 

the next firſt day after he was Crowned. 


In M. F. s 2d Letter to King Charles II. reminding 1660. 


the King of his Reſtoration, by the overcoming Power 
of God, without loſs of Life, or ſhedding of Blood, 


and to conſider how deeply he was engag'd to the 


Lord for the ſame; and to beware of ſuch as for 
ſiniſter Ends would limit him under pretence of 


Law, to lay it upon the Innocent, perverting and 


corrupting it, feeing the Law was not made for the 
Innocent, but for Tranſgreſſors: And alſo that he 
ſhould take care for the Nation as for his own Fa- 
mily, that every one might enjoy his | ane | 
Right and Property, and Liberty of Conſcience to- 

wards God, and not limit tender Conſciences; ſee- 
ing God is delivering his People from under Op- 


preſſors, that they may ſerve him in freeneſs of 


Spirit, which hath heard the cry of the oppreſſed, 
and hisears are open to the Prayers of the Innocent. 
And therefore that it would be good for the King, 
that his ears {hould not be ſhut, leaſt his heart ſhould 
grow hard, that he thould not ſlight what they ſay 
unto him; who have a Teſtimony for the Lord, 
and he will bear them witneſs, when he comes to 
make inquiſition for Blood. | 

M. F. s zd Letter to King Charles the Second, the 
5th Month, 1660. which ſhe deliver'd unto him 
with her own hands, 55 he had put out his Pro- 


clamation 
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clamation for the bringing them to Tryal, who were, 
inſtrumental in taking away his Father's Life. 
In which Letter, ſhe again reminds him how the 
Lord reſtor'd him, and quieted the Spirits of the 
People towards him ; and therefore it behov'd him 
to deal with Meekneſs, Love, and Patience ; it be- 
ing the Moſt High that Rules in the Kingdoms of 
Men, and that vengeauce belongs unto him; admi- 
ring the goodneſs, long-ſuffering and patience of an 
Infinite. God, who deſired not the death of Sinners, 
but rather that they ſhould turn to him and live; 
and that it would be good for the King to be clear 
of all Mens Blood, and to let every one enjoy the 
Liberty of their Conſciences to that Worſhip they 
dare truſt their Souls under, and alſo to a Juſt and 
Righteous God, wiſhing him he would ask wiſdom 
of him, and an underſtanding heart, as Solomon did 
to govern the People. I 2 
And ſince God brought him into this Nation in 
Love and Mercy, without ſhedding of Blood, or 
Revengings, ſhe wiſhes that he would conſider this, 
and ſhew Mercy; ſeeing the Lord ſaith to the mer-. 
citul, I will ſhew my ſelf merciful, but to the fro- 
ward, I will ſhew my ſelf froward. Adviſing him 
not to look out at thoſe that would inſenſe him to 
Revenge, which is not the will of God, nor good 
for the King, whoſe beſt way is to ſhew mercy and 
_ forgiveneſs, and to commit his Cauſe to the God of 
Heaven; and let his Heart be-inclin'd unto Love 
and Mercy, and to Liberty to the tender Conſci- 
ences of the People, where Gods Throne 1s ; then no 
Plots, or evil Inventions, or ſecret Conſpiracies 
hould ever prevail againſt him. Wiſhing him alſo 
to ſuppreſs Wickedneſs, Oaths, May-poles, Ballad- 
Singings, Plays, and other Play-Houſes, and ſuch 
like Vanities; which of late have more abounded 
than formerly, which diſaffects ſober People to- 
wards the Government. 8 | 
However, the late Proclamation againſt Drinking 
_ Healths, and other Debaucheries, hath been very 
| ſerviceable 
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ſerviceable to the Nation, to the terrifying of De» 
bauched Perſons, and gave. ſome ſatisfaction to ſo- 
ber minded People; declaring that what ſhe hath 
writ, as it was upon her from the Lord, as the King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords knows; who would 
have the King to ſhew Love, and Mercy, and For- 
giveneſs to his Enemies. And this was writ to him 
for the clearing of her Conſcience; the Lord laid it 
upon her, as ſhe ſolemnly dec lar l. | 
2 In her 4th Letter to the King, ſhe again puts him 1660. 
in mind, that he being ſet in the Seat of Juſtice, 
and an opportunity given him to ſhew mercy and 
forgiveneſs, and an heart inclining thereto, exhorts 
him, not to put the Power out of his own hands, 

into the hands of ſuch as would execute Cruelty, 

leſt he ſhould ſuffer for the ſame from the Lord; 


warning him and charging him alſo from the Lord, 


to beware of taking Counſel of any evil-minded- 
Men that might Counſel him to Cruelty, and ſhed- 
2 of Blood, contrary to the Will and Counſel of 

O « 5 N 

Theſe things ſhe intimated in true and dear Love 
to the King; as ſhe declar'd ſhe was mov'd of the 
Lord ſo to do. „ — 

In her 5th Letter given to the King, when many 
of our Friends were put in Priſon in ſeveral Places 
in the Nation. 

In this Letter ſne appears to lament the breach of 
the word of the King for Liberty of Conſcience, 
being greatly violated by the great Perſecution 
then begun upon our Friends, in haling them out of 
their Religious Meetings, and forcibly breaking up 
their Meetings; and the Oath of Allegiance being 
tender'd to them, as a deſign'd Snare, when the Ma- 
giſtrates knew that our Friends could not take any 
Oaths for Conſcience ſake, upon any Account, and 
Jet bound in Conſcience to be true and faithful to 
the King, it being the ſubſtance of Allegiance; and 
for ſuch, and their meetings, great Numbers were 
Impriſon'd in divers parts of the Nation. She alſo 

C2 complain'd 
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„ 
complain'd of the great Injuſtice done upon us by 
theſe Per ſecutors, contrary to Liberty of Conſcience 


promis'd by the King, and of the Magiſtrates taking 


every occaſion to enſnare and perſecute us, caſting 
us into Priſon, and thither haling us without a 
Cauſe. . 5 8 

Signify ing alſo that the King had Power put into 
his hands, and given him of the Lord to do much 


good in the Nation; as alſo that the Lord had for- 


merly inclin'd his Mind partly thereunto: But if 


he gave his Power out of his hands, or ſuffer d 


wicked hard-hearted Men to exerciſe in his Name, 
their Cruelties he might ſuffer from the Lord him- 
ſelf; and they that drew him to Perſecution, and 


Oppreſſion, they did draw him to his own ruine. 


In another Letter from M. F. and Sam. Fiſher to 
the King, a Propoſal by way of Requeſt being made 
to the King, that he would pleaſe to admit fome of 
our Friends to be hear'd before him, and ſome of his Bi- 
ſhops and Miniſters, in relation to our Religious Prin- 
ciples, for his and their Information; that we might 
not be judg'd or condemn'd before a fair hearing 
and tryal; to which the King conſented at the firſt 
to what was propos'd, and promis'd that we ſhould 
be ſo admitted and heard accordingly, when he 
had read the ſaid Letter, before he ſpoke with the 
Biſhops; and he appointed a day in which they 
ſhould meet. And our Friends concern'd went at 
the day appointed, and waited for admittance be- 
fore the King (as was propos'd) to wit, Richard Hu- 
berthorn, Geo. Whitehead, and Sam. Fiſher, after they 
had waited ſome time, one of the King's Servants 
came to them, and ſaid they were not ready, and ſo 
the Appointment was put by and laid aſide on oc- 
caſion of ſome of the Biſhops perſwading the King 
againſt it, when they had intimation thereof, as 
was reported. 95 TE 

Here follows a ſnort Letter that Al. F. gave to the 
King, when he was in great heavineſs for the death 
of the Duke of Glouceſter, his Brother. 1 

The 
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© The Lord is come very near thee, Oh that thou 
would'ſt conſider it, and fee his Hand, that there- 
© by thou may'f{t learn Righteouſneſs, and do Juſtice, 
love Mercy, and walk Humbly with the Lord, 


that io thy Throne may be eſtabliſhed ; and that 


| © thou would'ſt ſee the Lord, teſtifying that he doth 


© not love Pride, Vanity, and-vain Glory ; that now, 
in the very time of your Joy, he hath turned it into 
Mourning. The God of Power give you to under- 
* ſtand his Will and Mind, that thou may'ſt make 
him thy only Joy, who hath the Life and Breath 
© of all Men in his Hand. 
Note, That the Words Turned it, viz. their Foy 


into Iſourning, relate to the great Joy and Prepara- 
tion for the Coming and Reception of the Spaniſh 


Ambaſſadors, whom the King went to meet by Wa- 
ter, expecting the Recovery of the ſaid Duke of 
Glouceſter, but preſently he was overtaken with the 
News of the Duke's Death, which ſtruck them all 
with a great Sadneſs, and ſtain'd the Pride and Vain 


Glory, intended upon the Occaſion, if he had not 


died at that Juncture of time. 

Alſo by a Letter from AA. F. to the Duke of Tork, 
ſhe in hke manner counſelled and warned him, as 
ſhe had done the King, againft their ſpending their 


Time in Wantonneſs, Vanity, and Sporting them- 


ſelves, flighting and gainſaying his Truth; telling 


him, they muſt expect Tryals and Croſſes; wiſhing 


his Chaſtiſements may not be in vain to them. Her 
Letter of this import, ſhe gave to the Duke a few 
Days after the Death of the Duke of Glouceſter. 

MH. F. wrote a Tender and Affectionate Letter to 
the Princeſs of Orange, ſhortly after ſhe came to 
London, Counſelling her to the Fear of God, and 
directing her to the Light of Chriſt Jeſus in her; 


bearing witneſs alſo to the New-Covenant Diſpenſa- 
tion, the Word, Spirit, and Law of God in the 
Heart ; Reminding her alſo of the great Love and 


Providence of God to her Father's Houſe, for their 
Preſervation; deſiring ſhe might partake with, and 
„ largely 


1241 — 
largely taſte of the Love of God; Teſtifying unto 
her, that there 1s no other Way or Name given un- 
der Heaven, but 7% Chriſt, in whom is Life, and 
the Life is the Light of Men. 

The ſaid Letter M. F. gave unto the Princeſs, in 
her Preſence - Chamber at White - Hall, as ſhe de- 
clared. = | 

M. F. in a Letter to the King, upon the Death of 
his Siſter, the Princeſs of Orange, adviſes him, To 


Jet his Mind be turned to the Light of Chriſt in 


him, that he might ſee the Hand of the Lord in his 
dealing with him, and preſerving of him, through 


Perils, Tryals, and Hardſhips, and that he was ſet 


here to prove and try him, what he would do for 
the Lord, and how he would deal with his People, 
who are as tender as the Apple of his Eye, whom 
the Lord will own, and their Cauſe; and therefore 


it nearly concerned the King, to take heed how he 
deals with his People, or ſuffer them to be dealt 


withal, for that the Lord takes what is done to his 
People, as done unto himſelf: And withal tells him, 
That the Lord's People do grievouſly ſuffer under 
his Power in his Dominions, and in his Name; at 
all which, ſhe faith, God is angry. And withal, 
To take notice of God's Love, in afflicting him on 
the Right Hand, and on the Left, and yet ſparing 


him to try him; adviſing him, not to ſlight his 
Love, nor negle& the Day of his Viſitation ; de- 


firing that the Hand of the Lord, and his Judgments 
may be turned away from the King; and alſo ſigni- 
tying to him, that becauſe of Oaths the Land mourns, 


and the Innocent ſuffer, and Swearing and For- 


ſwearing have been the Deſtruction and Ruine of 
many; and therefore warns the King, to take heed 


of impoſing Oaths upon the Innocent, who cannot 


for Conſcience ſake obey Mens Commands, contrary 
to Chriſt. | 


In a Paper, given to the King and his Privy - 
Council, when our Friends, divers of them, were 
perſecuted to Præmunire, given by AA. F. TR 
a | | them 
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them to take heed, and beware of lifting up their 


Hearts againſt the Lord, and his People, in ſuffering 


or making any Laws to oppreſs or perſecute the In- 


nocent; and that they would obſerve and take no- 


tice of the unjuſt Dealings of ſeveral Juſtices of the 


Peace then tendering the Oath of Allegiance and 
Supremacy, deſignedly to enſnare them, who for 

Conſcience ſake cannot {wear by any Oath at all, 
in Obedience to Chriſt's Commands, whereby we 
are depriv'd of our Civil Rights and Privileges, 
contrary to the King's repeated Promiſes, chat we 


ſhould not ſuffer for our Religion, but have the 
Liberty of our Conſciences to worſhip God, as we 
are perſwaded. | 


And that we are haled out of our Meetings by 
Violence, and beaten and abuſed, and ſeveral caſt 


anto Priſon, for Meeting together in the Fear of the 
Lord; and the ſaid Oaths frequently tender'd upon 


ſmall Occaſions, to run us up to a Premunire. This 


Sentence being paſſed upon two of our Friends late- 


ly at Oxford, viz. Te are out of the King's Protection, 
and all the Lands, Goods and Chattels are forfeited, 
and to be ſeized on for the uſe of the King; and you 
are to remain in Priſon during the King's pleaſure. 
One of our Friends aſked the Judge, If he gave 


order to the Goaler to put Irons upon him, which 


were then on him, when he was bronght before 
them? He anſwered, The Goaler might do what he 
would with him, for he was out of the King's Pro- 


| tection. | 


Now, let Juſt and Reaſonable Men judge, whe- 
ther it was meet thus to treat Harmleſs and In- 
nocent People, who are willing to perform all Ser- 
vices they can, in a Civil way, to the King, accord- 
ing to their Conſciences. 

Theſe things ſhe laid before the King and Council, 
becauſe of our Friends deep Sufferings, that they 


might, for their own Peace and Safety, take off theſe 


heavy Burthens. - 


G4: „ In 
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In another Paper, given to the King upon the 
ſame account as before, which A. F. terms Good 


Counſel, ſaying, T beſeech thee, O King, to read it: 


Wherein ſhe tells him, That it is his Duty to the Lord, 
to ſee that we may live Peaceably under his Govern- 
ment, ſeeing we cannot defend our ſelves by Vio- 
lence, or making Reſiſtance; therefore we lay our 
Wrong and Sufferings before him: Seeing we do not 
wrong nor injure any Man, but deſire to live at 
Peace with all Men; and that it would be for the 
King's Safety and Peace, to do Juſt and Right, ac- 
cording to his Power; and that a Word from him 
would keep both People and Magiſtrates from per- 

ſecuting or impriſoning without a Cauſe. But if 
the King refuſe to right us, who are innocent, the 
Lord will plead our Cauſe, when he hath try'd Him 
and Men; and that the Lord had placed the King 
Here to try him, as he had done others; and there- 
fore it would be good for him to perform what he 
had ſpoken and promiſed at Bredah, and ſince, and 
that would be Honourable, and of good Report for 
him: Telling him, ſhe had been waiting a quarter of 
a Year, and laid many things before him; and that 
he had given her many good Words and Promiſes, 
as fair as ſhe could defire; and that it would be for 
his Honour and Peace, that his Actions do anſwer 
his Words; and that if he would not have us to be 


_ troubleſome unto him, in coming to lay our Suf- 


ferings before him, ſhe deſired him but to ſignifie in 
a few Lines to the Nation, that he would not have 
us ſo abuſed and impriſoned, and evilly treated, 
without giving juſt Cauſe of Offence. Farther ad- 
ding to the King, Theſe things I am conſtrained to 
lay before thee, the Lord is my Witneſs, that thou 


may'ſt not be ignorant, but do that which is Juſt 


and Reaſonable, and that will ſatisfie us, who are 
at preſent a Suffering People. And truly, this I ſay 
unto thee, which thou wilt find to be true, That if 
thou do'ft not ſomething to eaſe the Innocent from 
Suffering, thou wilt ſuffer from the Lord, | 

They 
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They that are the Perſecutors, are caſting into 


Priſon daily; and if thou ſuffer them to go on, 


both they and thee will be hardned in Per ſecutings, 
and then you will ſee what will follow: We are 
thy Peaceable Subjects, the Lord knows, who tell 
thee the Truth; and altho* we ſuffer much Hard- 
ſhips, yet by the Power of the Lord we ſhall be kept 
clear Ana doing you any Wrong or Injury : The 
Day will manifeſt all things, and the Lord Jeſus give 
thee to conſider 1n time. TO 

This was given to the King, after that he pro- 
miſed to give the Fadges Inſtructions to take off the 
Sufferings and Oppreſſions of our Friends. 

In a Letter of Af. F. given to the King, in the 
time when the Men, that had been the old King's 
Judges, were begun to be Executed, particularly af- 
ter the Execution of Major General Harriſon : * 

In which Letter ſhe importunes the King, to ſtop 
farther ſhedding of Blood, and to forgive his Ene- 
mies, ſeeing one Man had ſuffered, that he might 
rather Triumph in Mercy, than in Severity. It 
would be now Honourable for him to farn the Stream 
and Current of Blood : Withal, ſignifying unto him 
the great danger of ſhedding much Blood, ſeeing 
God is a God of Mercy and Forgiveneſs; Pleading 
alſo our Innocency and Clearneſs, as a Suffering 
People, from the Blood that had been ſhed in this 
Nation; giving the King this Caution, That thoſe 


that do not forgive Men their Treſpaſſes, no more 


will God forgive them; and therefore, as he ex- 
pected Forgiveneſs and Pardon of his Sin and Ini- 


1 quities, ſhe beſeeched him to forgive thoſe who had 


offended him; for that God delights in Mercy, and 
in them who are Merciful. 9 5 
In her Letter to the Judges, that did Sit upon the 
Tryals of Harriſon, and the reſt that ſuffer'd at 
that time: She exhorts them to conſider what they 
did, and to fear before the God of Heaven, the ſudge 
of all the Earth, who cannot but do Right; who 
hath ſaid, Vengeance is mine, and Iwill repay it; _ 
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alſo to conſider, that thoſe that have tranſpreſſed 
againſt the Lord, had no need to have their Days 
ſhortned, but rather that they might have a time 


to Repent ; deſiring the Lord to give them to con- 


ſider what a weighty Place they were in, ſo as they 


might be cleared before him, when he comes to make 


Inquiſition for Blaod. | 

In a Paper given to the King, ſhortly after the 
Execution of the Perſons before-mentioned ; M. F. 
tenderly exhorts him to a Conſideration, according 


to Reaſon, Righteouſneſs, and Equity, concerning 
us, as a People, to maintain our Juſt Liberties and 


Rights, as he 1s engaged by Promiſe, to defend us 


from Wrongs, Injuries, and Violence, done to us b 


Military and Mercileſs Men ; ſeeing we are a People 
fearing God, who dare not wrong or hurt any Man 
upon Earth, and who worſhip God in the Spirit and 
Truth, and are ſubject to Chriſt Jeſus, and his Com- 
mands; and for this Cauſe, if we muſt be made the 
Objects of Mercileſs Men's Cruelty, ſhe wiſhes that 


It may be far from the King to ſuffer ſuch an Evil 


Requital of the Lord, who hath ſet him upon the 


Throne, rot to turn out, or baniſh the Lord's People 
out of his Dominions, but that they might be a Bleſ- * 


fing unto him and them; but withal ſignifying, 
that we look every Day to ſuffer great Perſecution, 
even to the endangering of our Lives; for lately, in 


the King's abſence, One Hundred of our Friends were 


impriſon'd, z.e. in London, &c. : 
In another Letter to the King and his Privy- 


Council, who profeſs Chriſtianity, M. F. preſents the 


Humble Requeſt of the oppreſſed People call'd Qua- 
ers, together with their doleful Sufferings, and op- 


preſſed Condition, Complaining of Thouſands of them 


being taken from their Families, and caſt into Pri- 


ſons, in dangerous noiſome Vaults, many of them 


having nothing to lie upon, fave Mats and Straw, 
and in ſome places depriv'd of that; and alſo in di- 


vers places, their neceſſary Food not ſuffer d to be 


brought unto them ſometimes for four or five Days 
together, 


E 
together, and cannot have Relief from the Goalers 
without great Extortion; by ſuch hard Uſage, ma- 


ny of them are become ſick and weak, being like to 
be ſtarv'd by ſuch Uſages. Whereupon ſhe deſired 


they would conſider in time, before it be too late; 
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for the Cry of the Oppreſled, and Poor and Needy, 


is entered into the Ears of the Lord of Sabbaths. 
Thus Expoſtulating with them, What do you think 
will become of this Nation, if you continue and go 
on, to take ſo many Thouſands of poor Huſbands 
and Tradeſmen from their Huſbandry and Callings, 
now in this Seaſon of the Year, when they ſhould 
Plow and Sow their Ground to maintain their Fa- 


milies? O conſider! leſt you bring a Curſe and Fa- 


mine upon the Nation, and Calamities upon the 
Land, by 1unpoveriſhing fo many Induſtrious Peo- 
ple and their Families. Do you thus requite the 
Lord for his Mercies to you? Do you think that 
his Juſtice can paſs by ſuch things? Have we not 
the repeated Word of a King, that we ſhould have 
our Meetings? and a Proclamation, that we ſhould 
meet, and not be conſtrained to go to any Worſhip 


contrary to our Conſcience? And yet you have fallen 


upon us with Violence, and cauſed us, who are In- 


nocent, thus to ſuffer, and loſe our Liberties. Are 


your Hearts hardned, as Pharaoh's was, ſo as not to 
let the Lord's People go? So conſider of theſe things, 
as 1n Love declared unto you (the Lord of Heaven 


and Earth knows) that ye might eſcape the ſore 


Judgments that will follow after theſe things, .z. e. 
tneſe ſevere Perſecutions. 

We are true and faithful Subjects to the King, 
and intend no Injury to him, but defire the Good 


and Welfare of his Soul: We are not Heathens, 


but Chriſtians, and it is for Chriſt's ſake that we 
ſuffer, altho' our Sufterings are more ſevere than 


other People's profeſſing Chriſtianity, in that fo 


many Thouſands ſhould be caſt into Priſon, only 
for their Conſciences towards God, becauſe they 
cannot take an Oath; altho' that in Subſtance they 
| perform 
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perform that, which is true Allegiance to the King; 


his Spirit and Truth, as Chriſt inſtituted: That Per- 


ſecution is no good Example or Savour, nor of good 


Report to Chriſtian Kings and Magiſtrates, in other 
Nations, that innocent People ſhould be thus rack'd, 
without any Cauſe, and that in the King's Name, 


by publick Proclamation. O that the King would 


be pleaſed, in Honour and Example, to clear him- 
ſelf of this hard Uſage. | | 


This ſaid Letter of M. F. was given to the King 
and his Council in the very Heat of the Perſecution, 
and general Impriſonment of our Friends through- 
out the Nation. „ 


In a Letter following from another Hand, to the 


King and his Council, mention is made of Twenty 


Perſons of our Friends, that ſuffer'd Death in Pri- 
ſons, through their hard and cruel Uſage, for their 
Conſcience ſake: Whereupon they were adviſed, not 
to bring Innocent Blood upon their own Heads, and 


upon the Nation; but to ſtop the Severity, and to 
ſet the Innocent free. 


The Subſtance of a Letter from . E. to the Ma- 
giſtrates of London, after Perſecution was begun 


there againſt our Friends, v1z. | 

She ſeriouſly declares unto them, That it is upon 
her Heart from the Lord God, in true Love to their 
Souls, to warn them to take heed betimes, that they 
might not bring Innocent Blood upon themſelves. 
Reminding them, of her obſerving in their Court, 
their Zeal and Care for preventing of Murther and 


Fellony ; adviſing them to conſider of their Proceed- 


ings, ſo as not to deprive an Innocent People of the 
Protection of the Law, (which our Friends were 


threatned with, for not ſwearing Allegiance) for if 


they took that ſevere courſe againſt them, it would 
be made Preſidential unto others, £c. Telling them, 
It is matter of Conſcience towards the Lord God, 
wherefore we denied the Oath, God is our Witneſs: 


For we owned and fulfilled our Allegiance to the 


Kang , 


and alſo for meeting together to worſhip God, in 
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King, as faithful Subjects; being utterly againſt all 
Plotting, Contriving, or doing Hurt againſt him, or 
any Man; and deny the Pope, and his Authority: 
Aud. our refuſing an Oath in any caſe, being matter 


of Conſcience, in ſubmiſſion to Chriſt Jeſus his Com- 


mand; and if they inflicted the Penalty of taking 
away our Eſtates, Liberties, and Protection of the 


Law, and if it were to take away our Lives, we 


could not ſwear, being contrary to Chriſt's Com- 
mand. And to leave us to the Cruelty of Mercileſs 
Men, 1s the worſt they could do, and not be the 
Executioners themſelves: And the Rude Rable being 
let looſe againſt us, they were worſe yeſterday in 
our Meetings, beating and abuſing us, than ever 


they have been. 


She concludes in theſe Words, viz. The Lord God 
give you to underſtand theſe things in time, for his 
Eye 1s over you, and he ſees your Way. | 

In a Letter of M. F. to the Mayor and Juſtices of 
London, in the time of the general Impriſonment, 
when our Friends were brought before them, where- 
in they were exhorted to Moderation in their Day; 
and to conſider the Caſe of the People and Servants 
of God, who then ſuffer'd in London, which was laid 
before them, and pleaded againſt their Perſecution ; 
ſhewing, the Worſhip of God was an Offence to their 
Perſecutors; and that, altho' they had an Act which 
they pretended to excuſe themſelves by, yet that'it 
ought not to be executed as it was; for it was vio- 
lated, by pulling and haling Innocent People from 
the Worſhip of God, in a violent manner, by Soldi- 
ers, with Swords drawn and Muſquets, not required 
nor impowered by the Act of Parliament ſo to do, 

and had to Goal by force, ſometime without ſeeing 
the Face of a Magiſtrate, poor innocent People thruſt 
into Jayl on Heaps, till Sickneſs and Death put an 
end to many of the Sufferers: Whereupon ſhe deſired 
the Lord might open their Eyes, to ſee the Evil Ten- 
dency of theſe things, before it was too late, 


In 


= 


In a ſhort Relation to the King and his Council, 
by M. F. of ſome of the ſad Sufferings of our Friends 


in New England, ſince they received the King's Let- 
ter, requiring them not to inflict any Corporal 


Puniſhment on them; They have ſtock' d and whip'd 
an Inhabitant of Boſton, having a Wife and Five 
Children, and fined ſome of our Friends for Speak- 


ing and Praying in their own Meetings; and alſo 


baniſh'd Anne Coleman. out of their Country; and 


confin'd an Old Man, one Nicholas Upſhall, to Priſon 


during his Life; and by the abuſe done unto one 


Priſoner, have cauſed him to be diſcompoſed, and 


then vilify'd him, and reproach'd him by ſeveral 


Letters, to excuſe their own Cruelty, v:z. Impri- 


ſonings, Whippings, Baniſhings, and Stockings, and 
endeavouring to incenſe the People againſt them, by 


_ falſe Suggeſtions againſt them, pretending the Friends 


forged the King's Letters, and counterfeited his Seal. 
Of their Cruelties againſt our Friends there, we have 
received ſeveral Letters, whereby we underſtand 
how greatly the Perſecutors are enraged in New- 
England ſince the King required them to refrain from 
inflicting Corporal Puniſhment upon them; that in- 


ſtead thereof, they proceed to ſtock, whip, baniſh, 


and impriſon them; inſomuch that an Officer, one 
of the Perſecutors, ſaid to a Friend, That for all 
the King's Letter to the contrary, they would per- 


ſecute our Friends; and another ſaid in the Gover- | 
nor's Houſe, He ſhould take delight in following a a 


Friend of ours to Execution. . 

And one Elizabeth Hooton, an antient Woman, be- 
ing at Boſton two Nights, could not get a Bed to lie 
upon under 20s. a Night; they having made a 
Law, That whoſoever did entertain a Quaker, ſhould 
Pay 20s. The ſaid Elizabeth being moved, for the 
ſake of divers of our Friends that came thither, to 


proffer Money for a Houſe and Land, to entertain 
Strangers, and to bury the Bodies of our Friends, 


whom the New-Eng/and Magiſtrates put to Death, 
by their cruel and unjuſt Laws, that they might 
e 75 not 
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not be buried under their Gallows in the open Fields, 
- which did bring ſome ſhame over them. 


Alſo ſignifying unto the King, that ſeveral of 


our Friends were come over from Næw-England, who 


could teſtifie to the Truth of the aforeſaid Relation, 
touching the continuation of the Perſecutions and 
Cruelties of the Magiſtrates there againſt our Friends, 
contrary to the King's Order, by his Letters. And 
| theſe things A. F. laid before the King and Coun- 
cil, to the Intent that if the New-Eng/and Agent 
did ſuggeſt or inſinuate by fair pretences to excuſe. 


themſelves, and to extenuate or cover their ſevere 
Perſecutions, and repreſent themſelves as his Faith- 
ful Loyal Subjects, they might not influence the 


King thereby to believe better of them than they 
deſerv'd. = | 


In a Letter given to the old Queen Dowager Mary, 


after her return into Ezgland by M. F. it was de- 
cdlar'd unto her, that God is riſen in Life and Power 
unto his People in this Nation, and that we are to 
bear our Teſtimony to all People and Nations, of 
the Covenant of Light; not only to raiſe up the 
waſte places of Jacob, but alſo that Chriſt is given 
= a Light to the Gentiles; and that this Light we 
= would turn every one unto ; and that the ſaid Queen 
had a meaſure thereof in her, that would ſhew her 
the ſecret intents of her heart, evit thoughts, and 
& deceitfulneſs of the heart; for the Lord by this 
_& ſearches the heart, and tries the reins, and teaches 
his People, and writes his Law in their hearts, and 


puts his Spirit in their inward parts; and that this 


is the new and everlaſting Covenant which he makes 
with his People, and that the Nations of them that 
are ſaved, muſt walk in this Light of the fame Chriſt 
F }:ſus, the true and everlaſting Light, that Light- 


eth every one that cometh into the World; and all 
People who are guided thereby, come into the unity 
of the Eternal Spirit, and the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
cleanſeth them from all Sin. And alſo that the 
Lord is pouring out his Spirit upon all Fleſh, _ 
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his Sons and Daughters may Prophecy. And that 


we witneſſing the pourings out of this Spirit upon 
as, and thereby Chriſt manifeſting himſelf in us, 


our Teſtimony is of him, the word of Faith which we 
preach, which is nigh in the heart, yea very nigh, 
that we may hear it, and do it. And this is that 


Immortal and Eternal word of Life that is able to 


ſave the Soul; whereunto the ſaid Queen was re- 


commended. 5 
And our Sufferings for this our Chriſtian Teſti- 


mony as an Innocent People was vindicated, deſi- 


ring to owe nothing to any Man but Love, even to our 


Enemies and Perſecutors, whom we can Pray for, and 
deſire that all may be ſaved, and come to the know - 


ledge of the Truth of God as it is in Jeſus. 

The ſaid Letter M. F. gave into the Queens own 
hand, and alſo ſeveral of our Friends Books, and 
deſired her to let her Prieſts ſee them, and that they 
would give us a Meeting, but they never did. 


In a Letter of Af. F. s, which ſhe gave to the = 
Queen of Pohemza, after ſhe came into England, the #® 


like Teſtimony was born as before to Queen Mary ; 
namely of the Power of God, his Life, Light and 
Glory being riſen in his Saints and deſpiſed People 
in theſe Nations; adviſing her to mind and take 


Notice of the meaſure of the gift of God in her; 


and reminding her. that ſhe had read in the Scrip- 
tures they ſhould all be taught of God (that is his Peo- 
ple) and ſhould hear a word ſaying, thzs zs the way, 
walk in it, and this word is nigh in the heart, 
whereby we are taught; telling her thus, viz. Thzs 
word is nigh in thy heart, as thou mayſt read, Rom. 10. 


and the deſire of my Soul is, that thou mayſt come 


and partake with us; and if thou come to that li- 
ving word in thy heart, which 1s one and the ſame 
in us, then thou wilt receive of the ſame Life, Power 
and Vertue, and be begotten by it into the Life and 


Immortality. God is Light, and in him is no 


Darkneſs at all; the Word is Light, which ſhines in 


within, 
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thy heart, if thou turn thy mind to this Light 
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33 
within, thou wilt ſee from whence ariſeth envy and 
ſtrife, and all that is evil, that proceeds out of the 
heart; and now the Spirit being put in the inward 
parts, and the Law of God written in the heart, and 
the mind kept to this Light, this cleanſeth, purgeth 
and waſhes the inward parts (v:z. from Sin and 
Pollution) for who walk in the Light, the Blood of 


jlieſus Chriſt cleanſeth them from all Sin, and therein 


the Saints have fellowſhip one with another in the 


Light, and they who love the Light, it is their 


Teacher: But this is the Condemnation, that Light 
is come into the world, and Men love Darkneſs ra- 
ther than Light, becauſe their deeds are evil. 

The ſaid Letter was read before the Queen of Bo- 
hemia, where were ſeveral more with her. 


Here follows an Abſtract of two Letters given to 1662: 


the King at Hampton-Court by M. F. in 1662. after 
the Act againſt the Quakers was paſs' d. 
King Charles, often hath the deſire of my heart 
been to God for thee, that thou mighteſt be pre- 
ſerv'd out of Perſecuting of the Saints and People of 


God, who hath been gracious, and long ſuffering, 
whilt Moderation bath in ſome meaſure been kept - 
to tender Conſciences; and certainly that Promiſe 
that thou madeſt in true ſimplicity, as I do believe 


was then in thy heart, that thou wouldeſt give Li- 
berty to tender Conſciences, I am aſlur'd it is upon 
Record in the ſight of the Lord God; and thou art 
bound unto him in thy Conſcience to perform with 
him. And therefore is my heart affected with the 
danger that thou incurrs; ſeeing mercileſs Men are 


ſet to work to come into the Meetings of God's Peo- 


ple, with Swords, Piſtols, and Muſquets, as if it 
were againſt Thieves, or open profeſs'd Enemies. 
It is ſtrongly upon my heart once more to give thee 


warning, and to take care of theſe things, to take a 
little view of them betime, before it be too late. You 


have made an Act againſt us, for what cauſe the 
Lord knows, we being harmleſs and innocent, and 
tender towards you, 8 our Sufferings _ 
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been great, but ſince you have made a Law, it 1s 
unreaſonable you ſhould ſucceed it (. e.) in ſeve- 


rity. Theſe things, with many more are laid upon 


me from the Lord to lay before thee, who hath put 
Power in thy hand to ſee Righteouſneſs and Equity 
acted in the Kingdom, that you may not provoke 
the Lord, is the deſire of my heart; whom am a true 
and faithful lover of thy Soul, AA. F. 
Here follows the Subſtance of A. F. s other Let- 
ters to the King, extracted. | | 
King Charles, I deſire thee to read this following 


Paper, for it nearly concerns thee. It hath been the 


deſire of our hearts, who are the People of God cal- 
led Quakers; the ſearcher of hearts knows, that 
thou mighteſt ſo walk before him, and toward us, 
that the Lord might proſper you, that your hands 
might be kept out of Perſecution and Cruelty ; for 
certainly the ſame meaſure that every one meaſu- 
reth to others, muſt be meeted to him again at ſome 
time. 


For, but ſeriouſly conſider what Reward and Re- 


compenſe ſuch things as afore- mentioned will bring 
upon the Rulers and Governors of this Kingdom, 
vis. When Cruel Men, guilty of Innocent Blood, 


and Blood-thirſty, are put in Authority and Power 


to ſead rude Soldiers with naked Swords, Spears, 
Halberts, and Muſquets cock'd amongſt an Innocent 
People that never did you wrong, or ever deſir'd 
your hurt. Who, when met together in the fear of 
the Lord to worthip him in Spirit and in Truth, 


and for no other ends (the righteous God knoweth) 
that thoſe Soldiers ſhould break in upon them with 


violence and cruelty (as if they were an Enemy Be- 
ſieged) and beat them with their naked Swords, 
and Halberts, and Pikes, and knock them with the 
butt end of their Muſquets, wounding ſome with 
their Swords, and others with their Halberts; and 
the Men who ſet theſe Soldiers to work, come into 
Court, and then ſit to amuſe them, and allo as one 
of the Judges over them. | 


And 
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And when any of our Friends come to ſpeak of 


the injuſtice they have ſuffer'd, then the Officers fall 


a beating them openly in the face of the Court, the 
People preſent z many crying out Murder, Murder; 
and theſe are the fruits of the unjuſt Actions of 
bloody Men, and we have no pleader of our Cauſe 
in the Earth; but the Lord will plead for us, if Men 


will not; he is engag'd in our Cauſe, it being for 


his Sake and Cauſe alſo that we cannot Swear at all. 
The Lord of Heaven knows, and if we muſt ſuffer 
the forfeiture of our Eſtates to the King, and the 
loſs of our Liberty all our days, &c. the will of the 


Lord be done, for whoſe ſake it is we Suffer, and 


bleſſed be his Name who hath called us to it, altho* 
our Eſtates will add little to the King. 

When Sentence of Præmunire was pronounc'd, Of- 
ficers were quickly ſent into Poor Mens Houſes to 
rifle them, and take away their Goods for the King. 

The Lord God will look for an account of theſe 
cruel Actions to his People from him, who ought by 
the Laws to preferve his faithful inward Subjects 


from violent and blood-thirſty Men, being engag'd 
to give them their Liberty. It was laid upon me 


from the Lord, not to let another firſt Day pa 
more, until I had acquainted the King with theſe 
things, leaſt more innocent blood ſhould be ſhed. 

Remember you are warned, for many are ready 
to ſay, it is in the King's Power to ſtop theſe vio- 
lent Proceedings with a word, Cc. | 

But we muſt pay Taxes, and Aſſeſſments, Poll- 
Money, and Chimney-Money, and Benevolence-Mo- 
ney to pay Soldiers to fall thus violently upon us in 
our Houſes, It would be good for you in time to 
conſider of theſe things, before the fury of the Lord 
be k:ndled, who is a Juſt and -Righteous God, and 
will by no means clear the guilty. 

And now People caſt it upon us, and ſay you may 
ſee what the word of a King comes to, and all his 


fair Pretences. Let the King do what pleaſes the 


Lord to put in his heart, &c. 2 
| 1-4: This 


I] 
This J gave to his own Hand at Hampton-Court, 


and ihortly after he ſet our Friends at Liberty; but 
their Liberty did not long continue. A. F. 


Ob/erve, By the current and ſeries of the former 
Accounts, it is evident how Faithful and Impartial 
the ſaid M. F. was in her Chriſtian Teſtimony, in 


Warning and Counſel to thoſe in Authority; both 


to Oliver Cromwell, to King Charles the Second, and 
the Duke of Jorx, plainly warning them of the diſ- 
pleaſure and Judgments of God, if they perſiſted in 
Perſecution againſt the Lord's People, wherein, ſhe 


was manifeſt to be a true Propheteſs, both againſt 
Hy pocriſie, Prophaneneſs, Perſecution, and breach 


of repeated Promiſes. > | 
Alſo it is Obſervable, as well as Memorable, that 


the aforeſaid Margaret Fell, as an importunate Wi- 


dow, did for a conſiderable time earneſtly Solicite 
King Charles the Second in behalf of the Lords con- 


ſcientious People, zealouſly warning him againſt 
Perſecution; often reminding him of his Promiſes of 


giving Liberty to tender Conſciences; as alſo warn- 
ing him, and his Council, and others of the Chief 
in Government, of the Diſpleaſure and Judgments 
of God, if they ſuffer'd Perſecution to be carried 
on againſt his innocent People in this Nation; and 
that he would plead their Cauſe againſt their Per- 
ſecutors. | 

She attended and ſolicited the ſaid K. Charles, &c. 
for to put a ſtop to thoſe Perſecutions and Severities 


inflicted upon the Lord's People, earneſtly ſeeking 
to him for their juſt Liberty and eaſe, from thoſe 


ſevere Sufferings, Fines, and Impriſonments which 
many were expos'd unto, chiefly for their peaceable 
Religious Meetings, and for their not Swearing Al- 
legiance to the King, altho' they were conſtant in 
the performance thereof; as knowing that our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt mov'd them to aſſemble together to wait 


on him, and prohibited all Swearing in this Goſpel 


When 


Diſpenſation. 
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When Perſecution was hot in London, and other 


Places againſt Friends, ſhe faithfully warned the 


Lord Mayor, Magiſtrates and Judges againſt the 
ſame. LE: 

During the time of the ſaid M. F.'s attending, 
often viſiting and warning the King, and ſoliciting 


; on behalf of our Suffering Friends, was for above a 
Fear and half, in 1660, 1661, and 1662. 


And as 2 tender Mother, being ſenſible of the ex- 
erciſe and trial of her dear Children for her ſo long 
abſence from them, and Family, ſhe wrote many 
tender and conſolatory Letters to them for their en- 
couragement in the Truth, and ſatisfaction in the 


Lord on her behalf; excuſing her long abſence, as 


being ſo deeply engaged in his fear to clear her Con- 
ſcience, and for his Suffering Peoples ſake. Intima- 
ting to them how deſirable it would be to her to 
return home to her dear and beloved Children, ſo 


ſoon as the Lord pleas'd to clear her from her long 


and laborious attending on behalf of his oppreſſed 
People. 1 8 . „ 

And when ſhe found her Spirit and Conſcience 
clear and free thereof, ſhe gladly embrac'd the op- 
portunity of returning to her Children and Family: 

The ſaid . F. alſo wrote ſeveral Papers, and 
Warnings to the Perſecuting Juſtices in Lancaſhire, 


againſt their Cruelties and Perſecutions ; and ſeve- 


ral Letters in particular, to that Noted Old Perſe- 
cutor Colonel R. Kirby; and likewiſe to the Judges 
of the Aſſizes held for that County, who countenan- 


ced thoſe Perſecutors. 


And particularly to Judge Vindham, who declar'd 
in his Charge, That the Light, the Principle the Qua- 
wn. 
Which, to Refute, and ſhew him his Darkneſs, 
and Prejudice, ſhe wrote him a large Letter, evin- 
cing that the Light, the Principle that we hold in 
every Man, is no other than the Light of Chrift, 
who is the true Light, that enlighineth every man 

3 coming 


— 


— — 
7 


r — — 


— 
8 . 
A - * 

- 


— 


L 49 J 


coming into the World; who faith of himſelf, I am 


the Light of the World, and he that followeth me, ſhall 


not abide in Darkneſs, but ſhall have the Light of 


BY . | 
What ſad Doctrine was it therefore for a Judge to 


preach, in his Charge, That the Light, the Principle, 


that the Quakers hold, in every Man, doth lead into 
all manner of Sin? Was this any leſs than Blaſphe- 
mous Doctrine? For Chriſt Jeſus, the true Light, 1s 
manifeſt to deſtroy the Works of the Devil, to wat, 
all Sin; and by his Light, to lead Men out of Dark- 
neſs, and conſequently out of all Sin, the Works of 
Darkneſs. | | 


Theſe things were faithfully Collected and Ab- 
 ftradted by | 
G. W. and T. L. 
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To Colonel Weſt, when he was a Member 
of Parliament, in Oliver's Days, and 
when George Fox was Wir at 
Carliſle, 1653. 


Dear Friead 


6 dear and tender Love unto thee in the 
l Lord jeſus preſents it ſelf unto thee, hoping 
in the Lord that thou abides in the Truth, and 
jn the Love of it, and thoſe that are Sufferers for 
it, as thou haſt ſhew'd thy ſelf heretofore ; and I 
am ſure thou need'ſt not be aſham'd of it, for it 


_ © ſhall ſtand, when all the deceitful Devices of Man 


* ſhall fall: Tho'all the Powers of the Earth combine 
* themſelves, and gather together againſt the Lord, 
and his Anointed; yet will he be glorified in his 
Saints, and in th eDeſtruction of his Enemies, as 
* they thall find, and ſee, when it will be too late. 


I ſent 
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] ſent thee a Paper from my dear Brother George, 


e and Robert Withers, and likewiſe the Warrant, 


© by which the Perſecutors of the Truth did appre- 
hend him, and I did expect to have heard ſome- 
thing from thee concerning hun before this: The 
Judges at the Aſſizes would not ſuffer him to come 
before them, but did Revile him, and Scoff him be- 
* hind his Back, and did give what Encouragement 
© they could to the Juſtices, to exerciſe their Cruelty 
upon him; he was then in the Goaler's Houſe, but 
© kept cloſe up in the Aſſize Week, and no Friends 
* ſuffer'd to go to him; both Colonel Bex/on and 
* Juſtice Pearſon were deny'd, but all Drunkards-and 
* lewd Perſons were ſuffer'd to go in. 


© The next Day after the Judges went forth, there 


© was Command given to the Goaler, that he ſhould 


* be put in the Common Goal, among Thieves and 
5 Murtherers, and in the moſt odious Place that ever 
Man was put into; and there he is now. Lauſon, 
* who is the Sheriff of the County, is his greateſt 
* Enemy, and was one of them that was the greateft 
* Cauſe of his Commitment, though he had no Power 
© to act then, he being the Sheriff of the County. 
But all ſuch unjuſt Actions is ſuffer'd, and all 
© ſuch Tyrants is upheld by thoſe that are in Autho- 
* rity, and the Truth only ſuffers, and is impriſon'd 
by them. Never was the like horrible Blaſpheming 
* of God, and Diſſembling with Him, as in theſe 
© Days, by thoſe that profeſs a God in Words, and 
in all their Actions fight againſt Him, and his 
* Truth, and the ſpreading abroad of it; which is 
* Blaſphemy indeed, which they ſo much ſpeak of. 
O let all Profeſſion, and great Words, and boaſting 
* of Light and high Forms! let them all bluſh and 
be aſhamed before the Lord, who will not be mock'd 
* with them, though they falſly pretend that they 
* ſtand for Liberty of Conſcience, and Propagation 
* of the Goſpel; and keeps thoſe Men in Authority 


© under them, who watches and lies in wait for an 


© opportunity to deſtroy thoſe, whom the Lord ſends 
on "4 „ 
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Land Branch; they {hall not eſcape the Judgment 
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© forth to preach the Everlaſting Goſpel; and ſome 
* they ſtone, and ſome they beat, and ſhamefully 
© uſe; and ever, when they can have any colour, 
* caſt them into Priſon : Moſt part of the Goals in 
© the North part of England hath ſome Friends of 


_ © the Truth in them, as Tork, Carliſle, Appleby, and 


* Lancaſter. „„ | | 
*Now, be ye Judges your ſelves, ye Pretenders of 

Liberty of Conſcience; and conſider what Liberty 

© you give to tender Conſciences, which never com- 


* mitted any Offence to any Man, but for Conſcience + 


* fake. O how dare you profeſs Reformation, when 


© Cruelty and Tyranny Rules in the Land! O look 
back, and ſee, if ever there was the like, in all the 


Kings or Biſhops time, ſince Queen Mary's Days, 
* that ſlew the Martyrs, that ſo many Goals was 


_* furniſh'd with Priſoners, only for Conſcience ſake! 


Or was there ever any that ſuffer'd for Conſcience 


* ſake, that was put amongſt Thieves and Murther- 
*ers? or ſcarce ever was there any, except it was 
_ © Popith Prieſts, or Jeſuits, that ever was kept in 


* Priſon; but they either ſpoke Treaſon againſt King, 
© or State, or gave ſome other Offence, more than 


* only Conſcience ; which no Man can ever juſtly 
* accuſe any of theſe with, but only they ſuffer for 


* the Truth's ſake; and by the Immediate Movings 


© of the Lord, do ſpeak againſt the Abominations of 


* the Times, and the Filthy Deceits, and the Idola- 


* trous Worſhips, which is holden up, which is Abo- 


* minable to the Lord. But he is coming to con- 
* found, and throw down that filthy Idol, which 
* they call their Worſhip, which is odious in his 
* ſight; He will deſtroy it by the Spirit of his Mouth, 


* and the Brightneſs of his Coming: The Decree is 


gone out from the Lord, Deſtruction is coming up- 
* on it, and all the Upholders of it there; let the 
Powers of the Earth ſtand out as long as they can, 
* the Woe and the Curſe is upon them that ſtrives 
* with their Maker, and he will overturn them, Root 


of 


. 


ons: 


Ia 


1 of God: For he is the ſame God that ever he was, 


and he will not give his Glory to another; and 
now his Glory ſuffers, by the Perſecutors of the 
power of Truth; But he is coming, who rules 
* with a Rod of Iron, which ſhall daſh to pieces all 


. © his Enemies: But who may abide the Day of his 


Coming? or who can ſtand when he appears? For 
Terrible will he be to his Enemies. | 

Dear Heart, I cannot but let thee know the 
© Cruelty of theſe Tyrants: O! theſe Acts, and Pre- 
© tences that they have to Act by, is odious to all 
© that have but common Honeſty ; That the State 
* ſhould pretend Love to the Truth, and yet ſuffer 
* ſuch things to be of Force, that all Bloody Perſe- 
© cutors may have their Wills, fo far as the Lord 


gives them Power, upon thoſe that live in the 
Truth. They intend Baniſhment to George, or elſe 


© to take away his Life, if it be in their power, now 
* at their Seſſions ; for the Judges left him to them, 
© to proceed againſt him according to the Act; and 


© Lawſon was in hopes to have gotten his Life taken 


© away now at the Aſſizes, and gave it out, That he 
* would come to be try'd for his Life; though they 
* had nothing againſt him at all, but what they 
© had gotten their falſe Witneſſes to ſwear; and there 


is nothing that they ſwore, that is within the Act; 
yet they thirſt ſo for Blood, that their Wills will 


© be their Laws, if the Lord do not prevent them, 
* by ſome Means or Inſtruments, that he will raiſe 
up. Do what the Lord moves thee, and what he 
* makes way for thee: For it is no Man's Strength 


nor Power, that we look at, but the Lord alone 


*who is the ſame to us, that he was to Daniel in the 
Lions Den, and the Three Children in the Fiery 
* Furnace; the ſame Power do we dwell and ſtand in, 
*and the ſame Power will deliver us out of the 
Hands of all Bloody Perſecutors: And it is but to 


make up their Iniquity, and to fat them for De- 


ſtruction; for that is their Portion. That, which 
© he ſpoke there before them, a Thouſand wall wy 
| nels 


1 
© neſs the ſame thing with him, and ſubſcribe their 
Names, and would lay down their Lives, and are 


* not afraid of any Man what ſoever: Everlaſting 
© Praiſes be to our Father for ever! 


Here is ſome Hints of the Paſſages, that Juftice 


© Pearſon and Juſtice Benſon took of the Proceedings 


© of thoſe they call Judges : He that Runs may Read. 
© Their Injuſtice, their Baſeneſs was obſerved in all 
the Countries where they came; which is little 
Credit for them that ſet them to work. 


Now I have let thee know how things are, I am ' 


* diſcharged ; and let my Heavenly Father work as 


* he will, and by whom he will; and as thou acts 


* for the Truth, thou ſhalt.be preſerved by the Lord 
of Truth; and if thou negle& any opportunity, 
that is offer'd to thee, the Lord will require it at 
thy Hands. For he takes ſtrict notice of you, 
* though you may take Liberty to your ſelves, yet 
never any pretended ſuch high things for God, as 
you do; which is the higheſt Diſſembling with the 
Lord, which he will be avenged of. Therefore let 
* your high Formaliſts and great Profeſſors conſider 
© now, who 1s perſecuted for the Truth, and who it 1s 


that perſecutes them. They have long ſtood in their 


Forms; but never was there any Perfection till 
now, that the Power of Truth is made manifeſt, 
* which will confound and break to pieces all their 


Forms. Now doth the Lord of Glory ſuffer in- 


© deed in his Saints, by thoſe that profeſs him in 
Words, and deny his Power: But their Power is 
limited, and he will recover his Glory out of their 
© Hands; which ſhall be to the Confuſion of all his 


Enemies, and to the, Exaltation of his great Name 


upon the Earth: They ſhall find, that the Lord 


* of the Vineyard is coming to look for Fruits, and 


*will Reward every Man according to his Deeds ; 
for the Keeper of 1/rae! neither ſlumbers nor ſleeps, 


but takes notice of all the Actions, Words, Thoughts, 


* and Intentions of his Enemies. So let them A& 


_* what they can, their Compaſs is known, their Time 


is but ſhort, * I was 
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I was moved to write a Letter to thee a great 
while ago, and James Taylor wrote another the 


© next Week after, but we never heard whether thou 
© received ſt them or not; I defire thee to let us know 


© © whether thou didſt receive them, or not; if thou 
didſt not, we ſhall ſend thee Copies of them. For 
© © thongh thou may'ſt look ſlightly upon them, yet 
will they lie upon our Conſciences, till we know 
© © that thou haſt received them, and then it will re- 


© turn to thee, and we ſhall be diſcharged. If ever 
© thon know what the moving of the Power of the 
© Lord is, thou wilt know the Puniſhment of Diſ- 
© obeying him: But ſo long as he is unknown, he 
© is lightly look'd on. So Fare thee well. 


* And the Lord God of Power, of Heaven and 


Earth, direct and keep thee in his Fear, and in the 
Love of his Truth; and ſo thou ſhalt eſcape the 


* Plagues that will come upon his Enemies. 


Do not neglet in ſending us word, whether thou 
received theſe Letters, or not. 


2 * 


— 


Here follows divers Epiſtles of M. F's 
- - Id Friends, He. : 


Friendly Reader, . 
'F* E following Epiſtles were written at the firſt 
Appearance of Truth among us, when we were 


young in it And the Light of Chriſt being our firſt 


Principle, our Minds being turned to it, and we be- 


heving in it, and it being become our Teacher, Leader, 
and Guider, we ſaw perfettly, that there was no Safe- 
ty, nor Preſervation of us out of Sin and Tranſgreſ- 
ſion, but as we obey'd the Light, and follow'd it in our 
Hearts and Conſciences, and its leading out of Sin, 
Tranſgreſſion, and Iniquity : And ſo as we waited in it, 


and dwels in it, we came to witneſs a Waſhing and 


Cleanſing 


Marg. Fell. 


— 
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Cleanſing by the Blood of Feſus. And ſo we came to 
diſcern betwixt the Precious and the Vile, and betwixt 


the Holy and the Unclean, and betwixt the Chaff and 


the Wheat ;, and between thoſe that ſerved God, and 
thoſe that ſerved him not. And when we came to this 
Sight, and Knowledge, and Diſcerning, then we be- 
came very Zealous for God, and for his Truth, and for 


the Preſervation of his People in the Truth: And our 
Hearts became tender, and we bad a pity for all Peo- 


ple's Souls, that remained in the Darkneſs. And we 
were moved of the Lord to write often to Friends, and 
our Teſtimony was very much to the Light of Chriſt in 
the Conſcience ; becauſe we ſaw that, That was the 
Way, and there was no other : For Chriſt Feſus ſaid, 


Jam the 7 0 He alſo ſaid, T am Way, the Truth, 


and the Life; and there is none that can come to 
the Father, but by me. 

And ſo we received his Teſtimony, and could ſet to 
our Seal, that this was true. And then we ſaw the 
great Concern that lay upon this, which is the Salva- 
tion of poor People's Souls, And we Fnowing, as 
Chriſt ſaid, They that hated the Light, it was their 
Condemnation ; and alſo, thoſe that obeyed it, it 
would bring them to Chriſt their Salvation: This made 
as very Importunate to all People, both Friends and 
others, to dire them to the Light, and obey it. _ 

And alſo there being ſuch a Body of Darkneſs, which 


warred againſt it ; for People having lived in the Dark- 
neſs, out of the Knowledge of the Light; it was ſuch 


a new Doctrine to them, that there was a mighty Var 
n People's Minds againſt it: And the Prieſts and Pro- 
Feſſors ſetting themſelves againſt it, calling it a Natu- 


ral Light; and ſome ſaid, It was a dim Light; and 
ſome ſcoffingly call d it, a dark Lanthorn; others ſaid, 


It was not ſufficient to condemn. So, in their dark 
Imaginations, they fought againſt it: And very much 


we had to do, in the beginning, to get People con- 


vinced of the Truth, and of the Sufficiency of it; and 
alſo, thaſe that were convinced, to keep them in Obe:- 
dience to it. But the Lord's Arm and Power carry'd 

| | | on 
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on his own Work, notwithſtanding all the Oppoſition of 
the Power of Darkneſs, Glory and Praiſes be to his 
Holy Name for ever! | 
Ss, here is a few Epiſtles preſerved, but many more 
. 3s wanting, the Copies being loſt; with many other Pa- 
pers and Letters, that might have been Serviceable, zs 
alſo wanting: But in Love to all People, we bring theſe 
that we have to open view; that, 14 the Lord gives a 
Bleſſing to them, they may be ſerviceable hereafter, as 
they have been to many heretofore. The Truth is one 
and the ſame always: And though Ages and Genera- 
tions paſs away, and one Generation goes, and another 
comes; yet the Word, and Power, and Spirit of the 
living God endures for ever, and is the ſame, and ne- 
ver changes. | — 
Aud /o, Reader, cleave to the Bleſſed Light and 
— Truth of the living God, that he hath placed in thy 
Heart, and believe in it, and hearken to it, and obey 
21; and it will lead thee in the Path that we have 
gone, and then thou wilt ſee, and feel, and underſtand 
what we have gone through; and thou wilt come to be 
a Witneſs of the Living God and his Truth, which will 
be Peace and Comfort to thy Soul. | 
And the Lord God Almighty open thy Heart, and 
enlighten the Eye of thy Underſtanding, that thou may ff 
come to have Unity with all the Saints in * a 
| b Fell. 
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A. Epiſile of M.Fell's to Friends, 1653. 


LEY 


7h Riends, whoſe Minds are turn'd to the Light, 
3 which comes from Jeſus Chriſt, which never 
cChangeth, whoſe Light enlightens every one coming 
into the World; in it abide, and in it walk, and to 
it be faithful and obedient in your Meaſures, that 
with it your Minds may be guided up to God, who 
1s the Father of Lights, that you may bring your 
Deeds to the Light, to try whether they are wrought 
in God. | My 


„ 

My Dear Hearts, God is Light, and in him is no 
Darkneſs at all, the work that he works, is in the 
Light, which is pure, and leads to purity; which 
Light teſtifies againſt all Sin, and all the deeds of 


Darkneſs, and all Earthlineſs, Luſt, Pride, and Co- 


vetouſneſs, which is Idolatry; whoſe Minds turns 
from the Light, turns into the Idolatry, and into 
the Sorcery, under the dark Power, and into the 
Witchery, where the Devil hath Power. 

Therefore it you love your Souls, which is Im- 


mortal, abide in the Light, and love the Light, and 
walk in the Light, where the Fellowthip and the 


Unity is. —Por if you walk in the Light, and abide 
in the Light, which is Low and Meek, and wait in 
Silence and Faithfulneſs, and Obedience, wait Pa- 


tiently, and you ſhall have the Light of Life. Who | 
hath Life, hath the Son, and who hath not the Sn. 


hath not Life. And be ſtill and low, that you may 
receive the teachings of the Lord; and learn of him, 
who is Low and Meek, and hearken diligently, 
and keep your Minds to the Light, that fo your 
Souls may live. And the Light which comes trom 
Jeſus Chriſt, which is the Meſſenger of the Living 
God, ſent from God, may bring your Souls out of 
Ezypt, and ont of the Fall, from under the Curſe, 
which Diſobedience hath brought upon all Men. 


Dear hearts, this is the Day of your Viſitation, and 


Salvation, if you be faithful and obedient, for the 


everlaſting God, which is the Life, Light and Sub- 


ſtance of Life, is riſen, and ariſing, and raiſing up 
the Dead to hear the voice of the Son of God, and 


they that hear do live. And the dead Bones is co- 


ming together, and ſtanding up; yea, the Earth is 
giving up her Dead, if you be faithful to the mea- 
ſure of God's Spirit, by which he hath quickned you, 


this ye thall ſee, and witneis; therefore go not 


forth, nor look out to them, that ſay lo here is 


_ Chriſt, or loe there is Chriſt, for no other Name 


under Heaven, but by this Name Chriſt Jeſus, who 
is the Light which John bears witneſs to, which is 
come 


[ 49 ] 


come a Light into the World, and lighteth every 


Man that cometh into the World; this is the 


3 


Light that ſhines in a dark place, which you may 
do well to take heed unto, until the day dawn, and 


the day ftar ariſe in your hearts; and this you will 


witneſs if you be faithful to the Light; but if you 


turn from the Light, and hate the Light, then the 


Light makes you manifeſt that your deeds are evil, 


and that is your Condemnation, the Light that is 


come into the world, which you can never flee from, 
but wherever you go, the Light, that is the con- 
demnation of the World will purſue you, and that of 
God in your Conſciences will be your Condemna- 
tion, And this is your Teacher, and 1s always pre- 
ſent with you, if you keep down to it, and cloſe to 
it, it will keep your Minds low, and humble, and 
tender, and it will quicken you; and ſo you will 
come to know the pure Law, the righteous Law of 
God, which is the School-Maſter until Chriſt. And 


this is not the Letter without you, but this is the 


faithful Promiſe of God, which he hath promiſed to 
thoſe who are taught of him, which is the ſubſtance 


of the New Covenant which he hath made; who 
3 hath ſaid, I will put my Laws in their hearts, and 


write them in their inward parts. Therefore with 


the Light in you, which lighteth the Candle of the 


65 Lord in you, with which Candle he ſearcheth Feru- 
alem, let this Light ſearch you, and try you, and 


mind whether you have receiv'd the New Covenant, 
which is everlaſting, which never {hall be bro- 
ken, which is the Law written in the Heart; which 


Law 1s pure, which Law 1s Spiritual, Juſt, and 


Good. So examine and try your own ſelves, for 


it you know not that Chriſt is in you, you are Re- 


| Probates 


So dear hearts, mind your Eternal Teacher,which 


N is the Preacher of Righteouſneſs, which ſpeaks to 


the Spirits in Priſon, for you cannot hear without 
this Preacher, nor any can ſpeak to the Spirits in 
Priſon, but he who is ſent of the living God, which 

Ep | | is 
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is now made manifeſt, he that is anointed to preach 
glad tidings to the Poor, is come; he that gives li- 
berty to the Captives is come, he that ſets the Op- 
preſſed free is come; they who are faithful and obe- 
dient ſhall witneſs Redemption, and Zion is ariſing, 
for her Light is come; Ariſe Zion, for thy Light 7s 
come — So here is your Teacher, and your Preacher, 
and your Redeemer, and your Saviour, if you be 
obedient and faithful to the meaſure of this gift of 
God, as it ariſeth, and as it teaches, and as it makes 
the will of God manifeſt, and as it moves; if you 
be faithful and obedient to this, you ſhall eat the 

good of the Land. So the Lord God Almighty of 
Life and Power, keep you faithful and obedient to 
your meaſure made manifeſt, and preſerve you in 
that of him, which is ariſing and quickning you, 
to his everlaſting Praiſe; and ſo you will come to 
witneſs for the Lord in your meaſure, and by the 
inviſible eye (which is the Light) and if you ſtand. 
ing ſingle in the Light, and if your eye be ſingle in 
it, you will ſee the whole Body full of Light, and 
this leads to the inviſible God; and by your mea- 
ſure of this is the inviſible God made manifeſt; and 
this is the inviſible eye which ſees God, that no 
mortal eye can behold or reach unto; and here is 
your Teacher if you never hear Man ſpeak; and here 
is your Teacher, if you be faithful to the meaſure 
of God, and to the leading and guiding and moving 
of it, you will come to witneſs Chriſt the Shepherd *".* 
of your Souls, and the fat Paſtures; and it will © 
lead you to God, the Father of Lights, which all 
the World, and all the Miniſtry, and all the Wor- 
ſhips of the World, which are ont of the Light, are 
ignorant of; nor any that ever took upon them to 
teach from the Letter without them, or from an 
outward Call, can ever ſay they ſaw God, or knew 
him, or ever heard his Voice. So Life and Death is 
ſet before you; and if you be obedient to the Light, 
which never changeth, 1t will lead you out of death, 
and out of the fall from under the Curſe, into the 
; Covenant 


be 1 iy hful and obed 
1 © Covenant of Life, if you be faithful and obedient 
- -_ unto the Death: And the everlaſting God of Life 


- and Power, ſtrengthen, nouriſh and refreſh you, to 
- his everlaſting Praiſe and Glory; and ſo wait for 
„ the living Food, to come from the living God, 

S 7 : | „5 ; 

: A Letter to Francis Howgill, and 


u others, when they were Priſoners at 
£ 8 Appleby, 1653. 


me De Brethren, Francis Howgill, with the reſt with 

+ thee who are Priſoners of the Lord, called 

o PFäaithful and Choſen, abiding Faithful in the will of 

ee God, and there ſtand, you have Peace, you have 

l. Joy, you have Boldneſs, and you ſtand over all the 
World, ſtanding in Righteouſneſs; and there is a 
pure diſcerning, 1 which is refreſh'd by you. 
I I do ſee the ſecret Work of God going on in Peo- 
d ples Minds; look not at the hard Rocks, nor look 
o © not at Bryars, nor look not at the Thorns, nor at 
is the Mountains, nor the Coldneſs, for well it may 
be ſo; for there have been no Vine-dreſſers, nor no 

e Plow- men; there's none to Dreſs the Ground, no 
g Seeds men to ſow the Seeds, and therefore theſe Seeds- 
d men ſow'd in vain. | The true Seeds-men muſt not 
ll regard the Weather, the Winds that blow, they ſow 
I] © the Seed before the Winter. There is a Winter, and 
there is a Summer; there is a time to ſow the Seed, 
e there is a time to reap, fo the Lord give thee an 
o uncderſtanding in all things, and the glorious God 
a keep you in his Glory, and in his Love, keep you 
x ©} Wholly in his Power to himſelf, for there is ne- 
s KB ver no fainting, but to that Mind which goes from 
3 the pure within, that will faint, which runs for 2 
„ AF whale, and hath a joy in the Earth. The Earthly 
e Mlind is in the Earth, and ſo it faints, but I know 
$7 OC. there 
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there is that in you which 1s Eternal, and ſtands in 
the will of God, being guided by that which is E- 7 


ternal, unto God which is Eternal, out of your own 
wills; and you will ſee how all the Plotting of their 
Minds which are Earthly, and with their Earthly 
Portions, and Earthly Wiſdom which will be bro- 


ken in pieces; for that which is Earthly, holds for 


that which is Earthly, above the Seed of God; and 
that which Priſons the Seed 1n the particular, that 


Makes a bond to Priſon them where 1t 1s riſen, but 


no Earthly band can hold, but what is Eternal will 


ſtand, and the other will be broken to pieces. Oh 


therefore wait, for the Lord is doing great things ; 


for this Darkneſs, and this Heatheniſh Miniſtry and | 


dark Power hath long reigned. Now God hath rai- 


ſed up his glorious Light, and brought the Life and 
Immortality to light in your Underſtandings ; there- 


fore wait on the Lord alone, and rejoyce that you 
are made worthy to ſuffer for his ſake, and be 
faithful in what you know, treading and trampling 


over the deceit, and the Lord God of Power keep 


you faithful, bold, and pure, every way in his 
Power, to his everlaſting Praiſe, And I am well, 
praiſed, praiſed be the Lord. The Lord keep all 
Friends that way in ſavourineſs, to difcern the voice 
of a Stranger, from the voice of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, that they may be kept clean from the pol- 


Intions of the World, and out of the Mire and Clay 


(up to God who is pure) for all muſt be accounted © 


10, in reſpect of him, the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be all Praiſe, and Glory 


and Honour for ever and ever.—So with my Love 


and Prayers to God for you all, I reſt, blefled be 


the God and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


Chriſt, who keeps you, and preſerves in his Power, 
for his own work; therefore look not at your Li- 
berty, nor at Men, nor at Time, but at the Lord, 
who will be your Portion Eternally. Your Reward 
is in the Lord, the Lord hath a ſecret Work there 
amongt you, there muſt bea great deal of plucking 
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up, and caſting down, and the wild Beaſts driven 
out of the Field ; therefore look at the Lord alone, 
ſee him preſent with you, in his Spirit and Power 
lifting up your heads above all your Enemies; to 


whom, be Praiſes, Honour and Glory for ever, 


whoſe Mercies endure for ever. 
AM. Fell. 


An Epiſtle of M. Fell to Friends, 1654. 


O all my Dear Brethren and Siſters who are in 
1 the Light, which Chriſt Jeſus hath enlightned 
you withal, I Warn you and Charge you from the 
Lord God, that you be faithful and obedient unto 
the meaſure of Grace which he hath given to every 
one of you to profit withal, and that the Light of 
Chriſt Jeſus in every one of you, lead you, and 
guide you, that with it, you may ſee all that which 
would lead you out from it, and that with it you 
may ſee the Thief, and the Betrayer, which draws 
back from it. And beware that ye be not too haſty 
in going before the Light, and acting thoſe things 
which are to be condemned with the Light, but bring 


all to the Light to be proved, and tried, that there 


be no works of Darkneſs among you: But that you 
may be kept in the fear of the Lord God, and abide 


in that which keeps in his preſence, the Light; for 


Dreadful and Terrible is the Lord God to the Diſo- 


bedient, and thoſe that will not that he ſhould 


reign over them, muſt be bound in Chains, and caſt 
into utter Darkneſs. 


Therefore, my Dear Hearts be Faithful every one 
in Four particular meaſure of Gods Gift which he 


hath given you, and on the inviſible wait in ſi- 
lence, and patience, and in obedience to that which 
opens the Myſtery of God, and leads to the inviſi- 
ble God, which no mortal Eye can reach unto, or 
behold. Therefore as you tender your own _ 
: | 2 | al 


where the Lord rules. 


Im 


and your Eternal Good, keep in the fear of the 


Lord, and be low, that the Plant of the Lord may 
take Root downward in you: And that none of you 
fly up above your Meaſure, and ſo the airy Spirit get 
into the Imagination, and there reſt, and make an 
Image like Truth; and ſo you eat that which is for- 
bidden, and break the Command of the Lord, and 
ſo betray the Simplicity, and vail that which is 


Pure of God; which, if you are conſtant in Obe- 


dience to it, it will preſerve in the Simplicity, and 
lead out of the Pollutions of the World, and the 
Filthineſs of the Fleſh; in that which is pure, 
you worſhip God in Spirit and in Truth: And now 


is the Lord ſeeking for ſuch Worſhippers in this his 


Day; which Day makes manifeſt, who turns out of 
the Eternal and Inviſible, into the Imaginations, or 


Images or Forms, though it be of the Everlaſting 


Truth; it it be only a Form, or a Colour, it can- 
not ſtand, but it is ſeen, and diſcover'd, and known, 

Therefore all Friends, let the Eternal Spirit ſearch 
and try every particular, and ſee what you are co- 
ver'd withal; yea, let the living Principle of God 
in you all, examine what ye enjoy and poſlefs of 


him, who is Eternal; and what is of him, will ſtand 


in his Preſence, who is a Conſuming Fire to all that 
is not of him: And what ye do enjoy of that, which 
is Eternal of God, begotten of him by the Immortal 
Word, abiding, and being faithful in that, ye thall 
witneſs a Growth in the Eternal, in the Inward Man, 
according to your Meaſures. He that is in the Light, 
if he walks in the Light, and is Faithful to it, he 
thall have the Light of Life; and they that can 
witneis the Lite really and in truth, to them the Babe 
is born, the Son given: For, he that hath the Son, 
bath Life; and he that hath not the Son, hath not Life. 
And thoſe that can witneſs this, wait to be made 
tree with the Son; for, who the Son makes free, they 
are free indeed. So to the Meaſure of God's Grace 


in every one of you I ſpeak, that with it you may 


ſearch 
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ſearch and try where you are, and what you can 


really and truly, in the preſence of God, witneſs 
born up in you; that you do not deceive your Souls, 


and worſhip the Works of your own Hands; for God 


is not worſhipped, but in that which is Spirit and 
Truth. | 
And I warn you, and charge you, in the Preſence 


of the living God, that yon beware of Strife amongſt 


you, and of that Spirit which exalts it ſelf: For, he 
that exalts himſelf, ſhall be brought low ; the Lord 
hath ſaid it : And your Lord and Maſter, Chriſt Je- 


fas, knows that Spirit, and will bring it down to 


the Duſt. Therefore, in the Fear of the Lord God 


| Rand, and be low and humble; for he that brings 


down, and humbles that Nature, which would be 
up, he ſhall be exalted. So learn of him, who 1s 
Low and Meek, who makes clean the Houſe in eve- 
ry particular. And beware of Haſtineſs, or For- 
wardneſs, in ſpeaking many Words, except it be 
from a pure Diſcerning, of a pure Moving ; and 
that you diſcern what you ſpeak from, and what 
ye ſpeak to; and who ſpeaks here, 1s a Miniſter. 
For your ſpeaking Words at random, when the Power. 
moves, under pretence of a Burthen ; which Burthen 
1s the Earthly Part in your ſelves, and the Words 
that you ſpeak belongs to your own Particulars: 
This being ſpoken out to others, and not from a 


clear diſcerning what it is to, then others take it, 


and Judge it. So I warn you to be filent, and to 
wait low in the Silence, until the Word be commit- 
ted to you to miniſter : And none to ſtrive for Ma- 
ſtery, but each to eſteem others better than them- 
ſelves; and that there be no Deadneſs, nor Dulneſs, 
nor Slothfulneſs amongſt you. And likewiſe I warn 
you from the Lord, who are ſo forwaxd and raſh in 
Judging your Brethren and Siſters, to beware of it, 
leſt ye be found the Hypoerites; and that ye be ſure, 
that that which you judge in another, be caſt ont 
in your ſelves. For whoſoever judges another, and 
hath not the Beam caſt out, is an Hypocrite, and 

£2 1hall 
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ſhall not eſcape the Judgments of God; it is that 
which Chriſt Jeſus abhors, who is the Judge of the 
World; and the Apoſtle likewiſe teſtifies againſt it. 
And it is ſpeaking in the Imaginations of Truth, 
both in your Speaking and Judging, that cauſes Di- 
viſions and Strife among you ; and all this is curſed 
from God, and {hut out of the Kingdom for ever. 
Therefore in that which is Pure and Eternal, which 
is one in all, which leads into Love and Unity, 
dwell and abide faithful, and conſtant, and obedient, 
and ye ſhall eat the Good of the Land: And here is 
no Strife nor Wrangling; yea, this leads to Purity 
and Holineſs, without which none ſhall ſee the 
Lord; and to the Church of the Firſt Born, which 
is in God, where he is one, and his Name one. My 
dear Hearts, you are in the way to this, if you keep 
in the ſtrait and narrow Way, which leads to Life; 
and be faithful unto the Lord God, in your Mea- 
ſures, unto the end, you ſhall come hither. 

So to you I have cleared my Conſcience of the 
Burthen that lay upon me: And the Lord God Al- 
mighty, of Life and Power, keep and preſerve you 
all Faithful, in your particular Meaſures, to the 
Lord God. And I warn you, and charge you, in 
the preſence of the Living God, that all Fleſh be 
ſilent before the Lord, until the Eternal Power riſe 
in you, and ſpeak. | 5 | 
Tour dear Siſter in the Truth of God, M. P. 


— — 
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An Epiſtle Friends, by M. F. 1654, 


N all my dear Brethren and Siſters, who are in 
the Light, Children of the Light, who are 
Obedient to the Light, which is the Head of the 
whole Body ; in which Light, every particular, 
dwell and ſtand ſingle, and you ſhall ſee the whole 
Body full of Light; For this leads into the * 
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and Oneneſs, which is in the Body, though many 
Members. So my dear Hearts, in that which is the 
Light of the whole Body, which leads into the Uni- 
ty, to that be ſubject and obedient, that you may 
be ſerviceable to the whole Body; and give free- 
ly up to the Service of the Head, which is one, and 
but one in all; and who are faithful, the one Spirit 
makes ſubje&: Even ſo are ye called in one Hope of 
your Calling, where there 1s one Lord, one Faith, 
one Baptiſm, one God and Father of all, who is above 
all, and through all, and in you all. 

So all my dear Brethren and Siſters, in this 


which is Eternal, and leads into the Unity and 


Oneneſs, be Faithful and Obedient ; be of one Mind, 


and hve in Peace: For the Promiſe is but to one 


Seed; and you are all one in Chriſt Jeſus, who have 
Faith in him, to whom all the Promiſes are Tea and 
Amen. And now is the Lord's Day made manifeſt, 
wherein he requires of you, in your particular mea- 
ſures, to be ſerviceable to the Body, in your re- 


ſpective places: For there are many Members, and 


but one Body; and the Head cannot ſay to the Feet, 
T have no need of you; for every one, in their mea- 
fures, may be ſerviceable to the whole Body, in what 
is called for, and required; and who dwells in the 
Light, it makes ſubje&, to be ſerviceable to the Bo- 
dy. And now, that nothing may be kept back, but 
as you have received freely, ſo freely you may ad- 
miniſter, in Obedience to the one Eternal Light; 
you may be ſerviceable to the whole Body. And as 
the Lord hath loved you with his Everlaſting Love, 
and viſited you, and hath made manifeſt his Eternal 
Light in you, which is the Way that leads to the 
Father, and hath raiſed up the Eternal Witneſs in 
you, of his Everlaſting Love. So let that Love con- 
{train you to love one another, and be ſerviceable 
to one another; and that every one may be made 


willing to ſuffer for the Body's ſake, and that there 


may be no Rent in the Body, but that the Members 
have the ſame Care one over another ; and where 


1 one 
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one Member ſuffers, all the Members may ſuffer 


with it: And here is the Unity of the Spirit, and the 
Bond of Peace. And that you cannot be unmind- 


ful, nor are you ignorant of the preſent Suffering 


and Service of many Members of the Body in this 
our Day, who are in Bonds and Impriſonment, and 
hard Perſecution and Cruelty, which 1s acted in the 
Will of Man, upon the Righteous Seed, which is of 

the Body. And others there are, that are ſent forth 
into the Service of the moſt high God, as Lambs a- 


mong Wolves, who are made willing and ſubject ta 


give their Backs to the Smiter; yea, to lay down 
their Lives for the Body's ſake: And great and 
hard Perſecutions have been ſuffer'd for the Teſti- 
mony of the Lord Jeſus. - 


Nou, that every particular Member of the Body 


may be ſenſible of the Hardſhip and Sufferings of 


others, and be willing and ſerviceable in their pla- 
ces, in what the Lord requires; and to remember 
thoſe that are in Bonds, as bound with them; and 

them that ſuffer Adverſity, as you being your ſelves 
alſo in the Body; and that you may bear one ano- 
ther's Burthens, and be equally yoked in the Suf- 
tering. Our Friends in Weſtmoreland have born the 
Heat of the Day, and many have been ſent forth 
into the Lord's Service from thence, and that hath 
cauſed the Burthen to lie heavy upon the reſt of the 
Friends thereabouts; and moſt of all on our Friends 
at Kendal, who have been very ſerviceable in their 
places to the Truth, to the whole Body, to thoſe 
who have been ſent forth into the Miniſtry, and to 
them that have ſuffer'd Impriſonment, and for diſ- 
perſing Books, and ſeveral other things that have 

been needfu], wherein they have been ſerviceable to 
the Truth, I bear them record. 


I ſee in the Eternal Unchangeable Light of God, 


that all and every Member, who are of the Body, 


ought to be ſerviceable in their places, and to ad- 
miniſter freely, according to their Ability, as they 


have received of the Lord freely: For Jeruſalem, 


which 
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- which is from above, is free, which is the Mother of 
us all; and who are here, are one. So, my dear 
\ Brethren and Siſters, let Brotherly Love continue; 
that every one, as the Lord moves you, and opens 
your Hearts, you may adminiſter; that you may 


come into the Oneneſs in all things, and in that 


7 abide, which dwells in Love and Unity, which is 
one for evermore. And fo you come to the fulfil- 
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ling of the Scriptures, in your meaſures, and the 

Practice of all the Saints in the Light, that ever 

went before. _ | 
So, God Almighty of Life and Power, preſerve 


: and keep you in his everlaſting Love and Unity. 


Tour dear Sifter in the Everlaſting Truth, II. F. 


— 2 
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An Epiſile to Friends, that were Priſoners 
in Lancaſter-Caſtle, by M. Fell, 1654. 


Ear Brethren, in the unchangeable, everlaſting, 
: powerful Truth of God; my Love ſalutes you 
in the Heavenly Union: Iam preſent with you, who 
are obedient to the meaſure of the Eternal Light, 
which never changes, and who abides in the Oneneſs 
of the Spirit, and in the Bond of Peace, which never 
can be broken, nor taken from you : Here 1s Free- 
dom, which the World knows not; to the Meaſure 
of God in every particular made manifeſt, and o- 
beyed, and lived in, doth my Love flow freely to 
you. My dear Hearts, be faithful in every Particular 
to your own Meaſure of Grace, made manifeſt and 
enjoyed; and in that which is Eternal, wait conti- 
nually, I charge you in the Preſence of the Living 


WM God, that you do not neglect your ſeveral Meaſures, 


which the Lord God of Life and Power hath given 
you to profit withal; that ſo you may come to re- 
ceive Living Vertue from the Living God, and be a 

| 1 Witg 
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with the Living Bread, and drink of the Living 


Water of the Spiritual Rock, which they drank of 


in the Wilderneſs. And be ſubje& and patient and 
do not look out, nor be weary, neither be of a 
doubtful Mind : for the ſame God you Suffer for, 


and by the ſame you are Preſerved, which Daniel, 


Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abednego was; and by the 
{ame Spirit ye are preſerved, which they were pre- 


ſerved by; therefore ſtand faithful and bold for the 
Truth upon the Earth, which ſtrikes at the Foun- 


dation of all Deceit and Idolatry. And in the pure 
Eternal Light of God abide : which is the Stone cut 


out of the Mountain without hands; which ſtrikes 


at the feet of the Image : which the Diſobedient 


part, which look'd out from the Eternal, and is 


Jol n 8. 


hut out from God, the Will of Man hath ſet up; 
and in that which is Eternal and Inviſible, which 
overturns and brings down all Foundations, doth 
your Strength, and Victory, and Conqueſt ſtand, 
which is the Condemnation of the World ? and this 
is that which muſt ſanctifie you, and juſtifie you, 
and preſent you pure and baly in his Sight; and 
here is your Safety, and here is your Peace and Joy, 
and Eternal Inheritance which never fades away: 
And the Lord God of Power keep you , and pre- 
ſerve you Faithful and Bold to his Eternal Glory, 
to whom be Eternal Praiſes for evermore. . E 


o — 
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An Epiſtle of M. F'sto the TW, orld, Praeſis 


and People, concerning the Light; and 


for all People to Try their Teachers by 
the Scriptures, KC. 1654. | 


Am the Light of the World, faith Chriſt, who light- 
eth every Man that cometh into the World. And 
the Prophet 1/a:ah, who propheſied of Chriſt, oy, 
FF Þ the 
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 T the Lord have called thee in Righteouſneſs, and will ici, 42. 
hold thine hand, and will Keep thee, and give thee for 
a Covenant to the People, and a Light untothe Gentiles. 
Now all People, ſee where you are, and try your 
Teachers, what they lead you into, who draw you 
from the Light, which Chriſt Jeſus hath enlightned 
you withal, who faith, He that walks in the Light, 
hall have the Light of Life: And John faith, that 
in him was Life, and the Life was the Light of Men. Johat. 
Now try your Teachers (who draw you from the 
Light) by the Scriptures, which they take to ſpeak 
unto you, and (as they ſay) is their Rule: Let it 
likewiſe be your Rule to try them with; and ſearch 
the Scriptures, examine them honeſtly, and ſee whe- 
ther ye are not deceived by them, who draw you 
from the Light, which 1s, and ever was, the Saints 
Teacher, and ever ſhall be. — 
And Fohn faith, that he was not that Light, but 
be was ſent to bear witneſs of that Light, which is the 
_ true Light which lighteth every Man that cometh into the 
Mord. Now all People, try and fee your Teachers, 
= whether all your Prieſts of Exgland are not Witneſſes 
+ contrary to John He bears witneſs to the Light, that 
3 lighteth every Man that cometh into the World, and 
they bear witneſs againſt the Lighr, and ſaith, He 
+ doth not lighten every one that cometh into the World; 
and tell People, that they muſt look after them for 
- Means. and Ordinances; and ſo blind poor People, 
and keep them in Darkneſs and Ignorance. But all 
People, as you love your own Souls, ſearch into the 
-- Scriptures, and try them by the Scriptures, which you 
call the Word, and the Rule you pretend to walk by, 
and you ſhall find them the Decezvers, and the 
+ Anichriſts, and falſe Prophets, which they tell you 
o much of, that ſhould come in the latter Days. 


© A 
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but they witneſs againſt the Light, and plead for 
Sin, and for the Kingdom of Antichriſt, which is of 


the World. 


And Chriſt faith, This is the Condemnation, that 


Light is come into the World, and Men love Darkneſs 
rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds are Evil. For 
every one that doth Evil, hateth the Light, neither 
cometh to the Light, leſt his Deeds ſhould be reproved : 
But he that doth Truth, cometh to the Light, that his 


| Deeds may be made manifeſt, that they are wrought in 


God. Now, let all People ſee whether theſe are not 


the falſe Prophets, which are entred into the World, 


who draw from the Light, which 1s the World's 
Condemnation; and whether theſe are not the De- 
ceivers and £ntichriſts, which John ſpeaks of, who 
are entred into the World, who do not confeſs Jeſus 
Chriſt to be come in the Fleſh, and deny the Light; 
and do perſecute and call them Deceivers, and falſe 


Prophets, who do witneſs him come in the Fleſh, 
and walk in the Light, which he hath enlighted _ 


them withal; theſe they ſtock and impriſon, and 
cauſe to be beat in their Synagogues, as all did that 
went before them, who ever perſecuted the Righte- 
ous Seed, and denied the Light. The ſame Fobn, 
who ſaid, Falſe Prophets, and Antichriſts, and Decei- 


zJoin 2. Pers are gone into the World, ſaith alſo, Theſe things 
26 27. have I written unte you, concerning them that ſeduce 
you But the Anbinting, which you have received of 


him, abideth in you ; and you need not that any Man 
teach you, but as the ſame Anointing teacheth you of 
all things, which is Truth, and is no Lye, and even 
as it hath taught you, ye ſhall abide in him. 

Now all People, ſee who are the falſe Prophets, 


whether John, and they who witneſs the Anointing; 


or your Teachers, who draw from the Anointing. 


Chriſt Jeſus ſaith, I am come a Light into the World, © 
that whoſoever beheveth on me, ſhould not abide in 

Darkneſs; this fame Chriſt ſaith, in the 7th of Mat- 
the, Beware of falſe Prophets, which come to you in 
SHeeps Clothing, but inwardly they are Ravening Wolves. 
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0 By their Fruits ye ſhall know them. Now try your 


Bt 


Teachers by this Scripture, and ſee whether they 
have not been Cloathed all this while with the 
Sheeps Cloathing, the Saints Cloathing, the words 
and profeſſion of Chriſt; but now when the Sheep 
come who know his voice, and will not follow 
Strangers (ſuch as they) now fee if they do not 
appear outwardly to be ravening Wolves; what 


they were before inwardly, their Fruits do make 


them manifeſt, therefore let that Scripture try 


them. 


The ſame Chriſt Jeſus ſaith unto his Diſciples, 


2 who came unto him privately on the Mount of 
© Olives, And Feſus anſwered and ſaid unto them, Mat. 54 
. Take heed that no man deceive you, for many ſhall come 


zn my Name, ſaying, I am Chriſt, and ſhall deceive 


many. Now try your Teachers, and ſee if they 


have any thing but a Name, and a Profeſſion of 
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Cbriſt, who draw from the Light; whereas Chriſt 
j]ieſus ſaith, I am the Light; and Chriſt faith, ben 

Mall they deliver you up, and kill you, and ye ſhall be 
bated of all Nations for my Names jake. Now fee 


whether thoſe Prieſts of yours are hated and killed, 
which draw from the Light, or thoſe who witneſs 
Chriſt Jeſus, which is the Light, which ſaith, any 
falſe Prophets ſhall ariſe, which ſhall decezve many; 


and try if they are not them, which ſay, oe here 


z Chriſt, and loe there, but Chriſt's Command is, 
believe them not, for there ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſts, 
and falſe Prophets, and ſhall ſhew great figns and 


wonder, inſomuch that if it were poſſible, they would 


deceive the very Ele. But the Ele& who dwell in 
the Light which comes from Chriſt Jeſus, they can- 
not deceive; in it they are ſeen and known, and 
tried, and made manifeſt to be the Deceivers, to be 
the Falſe Prophets, and Antichriſt; and with the 
Light that comes from Jeſus they are Condemned, 


with the World, and turned from, by all the Chil- 


dren of the Light. Therefore Poor People who are 
out of the Light, you they do deceive; but _ 
| 5 wnole 


Luke 6. 


mae Merchandize of you. Let that in your Con- 
ciences now try and ſearch them by this Scripture, 


2 . 64 g 
whoſe Minds are turned to the Light, and abide 
in the Light, they cannot deceive. | 


And Chriſt Jeſus ſaith, Foe unto you, when al 
men ſhall ſpeak well of you, for ſo did their Fathers of 


the falſe Prophets. Now try them by this Scripture, 


and ſee whether this Scripture be not fulfilled upon 


them, and whether they are not of the Falſe Pro- 


phets. And in 2 Per. 2. 1. Peter ſaid, but there 


were falſe Prophets among the People, Now try them 
by this Chapter, and ſee whether they are not theſe 
falſe Prophets which deny the Light which comes 
from Chriſt Jeſus their Lord that bought them; and 
throueh Covetouſneſs, ſhall they with feigned words 


And the ſame Apoſtle faith, in 2 Per. 1. Te have a 
more ſure word of Propheſie, whereunto ye do well, 


that ye take heed, as unto a Light that (hineth in 4 


1 


dark place, until the Day dawn, and the Day- ſtar a- 
riſe in your hearts: knowing this firſt, that no Pro- 
pheſie of the Scriptures is of any private interpreta- 
tion. For the Prophecy came not in old time by the 


will of inan: but holy men of God ſpake as they were 


moved by the Holy Ghoſt. Now ſee whether Peter, 


and thoſe that draw to the Light, are the Falſe 


Prophets, or them that deny the Light, and hate 


it, 2 Tim. 2. Try them by this Scripture, and ſee if 
they are not found them that the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of there, having a form of Godlineſs, but denying the 
power; and he faith, from ſuch turn away. And ſee 
if they are not of this fort, which crecp into Houſes, 


and call them Churches, (when as the Apoſtle ſaith 1 


the Church is in God) and lead captive filly women, 
laden with fin, and led away with divers luſts; ever 
learning, and never able to come io the knowledge of 
the Truth, | ; 8 

Now ſee and try your Teachers by theſe Scrip— 
tures, and ſee what ye have learned of them all 
your days, that you have followed them; or what 
you can witneſs of God, or of Chriſt made manifeſt 
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in you; nay, that in your Conſciences will confeſs 
that you do not truly know the Holy Scriptures; 


which makes them manifeſt to be the Falſe Prophets, 
and Deceivers, which draw from the Light, that 


oave forth the Scriptures : Even in the Knowledge 


of the outward Letter you are blinded. Read 2 Per. 


2. 3, 4. and ſee if you and they, are not founl thoſe 
Scoffers, walking after your Luſts, ſaying, where is 
the promiſe of his coming. And read Jude, and try 
them, and ſee whether they be not found there, un- 


der the woe that he ſpeaks of, whether they run not 
greedily for Gifts and Rewards, and ſo periſh in the 
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gainſaying of Core : And let that in your Conſciences 
= (which is of God) which reſpects no Perſon, Read 


and Examine thoſe Scriptures, and try them, and 
ſee whether they are not erred from the Light, and 
ſo draw others from the Light, which is, and ever 
was the Saints Teacher, and ever ſhall be; from which 
all the Holy Men of God ever ſpake, as they were 


| moved by the Holy Ghoſt; and from which Light all 
the Scriptures were given forth, which theſe Decei- 
vers take into their mouths, and draw People from 


chriſts which are in the world; and who are faithful 


the Light that gave forth the Scripture, and ſo be- 
trays their Souls. 


And therefore all People, to the Light in your 


Conſciences, which Chriſt Jeſus hath enlightned 
vou withal, turn within, keep to it, and go not 
forth, nor look not outward, and it will let you 
* ſee the Deceivers and Betrayers of your Souls; and 
if you be faithful and obedient to it, it will let you 


ſee your Saviour, for falſe Prophets and Antichriſts 


gare in the world, and the Deceivers are of the 
world; but thoſe that dwells in the Light, which 
= Chriſt hath enlightned them withal, this leads out 
of the world, out of the worlds ways, faſhions, and 
> cuſtoms, and this makes a ſeparation from the 


world, and this leads up to God, and this Light is 
the condemnation of the world, and the condemna- 
tion of all the Deceivers, Falſe Prophets, and Anti- 


and 
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and obedient to the Light, witnes Chriſt made 
manifeſt and come in the fleſh, and theſe are no An- 
tichriſts; and theſe are they that go forth to bear 
witneſs againſt the falſe Prophets and Antichriſts 
which are in the world ; and theſe are they that are 
Stock'd, and Beat, and Impriſoned, and Perſecuted 
by thoſe who are of the firſt Nature, which 1s 
Cain, who ſlew his Brother, and this is of the 

world, and by this Generation all that will hve 
godly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt ſuffer Perſecution. And 


it is our Joy and Rejoycing, not only to believe on 


him, but alſo to ſuffer for his ſake. 

All poor People who are in the dark World, 
Blind, led with the Blind Guides, beware and look 
where you are, leſt both you and they fall into the 
Ditch; and try your Leaders by the Scriptures, 
who plead for Sin and Tranſgreſſion; and are tel- 
ling you that you {hall not be free from Sin, nor 
perfect while you are upon Earth. | 


Now is that fulfilling which the Apoſtle Pay! © 


ſpoke of, in 2 Tim. 3. And the perilous Times are 
come, and woe unto you if you do not hearken to 
the warning of the Lord God, who calls unto you 
for Repentance, and to turn to the Light of Chriſt 


in your Conſciences; and to turn from that ſort 3 


which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, having a form of Godli- 


neſs, but denying the Power, of this ſort is Jour - = 
r : 


Teachers, which are to be turned away from, 
which creep into Houſes, and lead filly Women Cap- 


tive, and ſo keep you ever Learning, and tell you 


That none can be perfect while they are here upon 
Earth. And ſo they plead for Sin, and againſt 
Chriſt Jeſus, and againſt the Apoſtles and Prophets, 
and all the Holy Men of God; for Chriſt faith, Be 
ye perfect, as your Heavenly Father is perfett. And 
again, Chriſt ſaid unto the young Man, (who 


Mat. 1s. asked Chriſt what he yet laked) If thou wilt be per. 
20, 21. fect, ſell all that thou haſt, and give to the Poor. And 
again, the Apoſtle ſaid, He preached wiſdom amongſt 


them that are perfed, And when he parted with the 
. | Brethren, 
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Brethren, he bid them be perfec, be of good comfort, 
be of one mind, 1 Cor. 2. 6. | 
And your Teachers tells you, That you muſt never 
be perfect, but that you muſt ſin ſo long as you are 
upon the Earth, and ſo they are Miniſters of Anti- 
* chriſt, and Upholders of Sin, and the Devils King- 
dom. Try them by the Scriptures, and you ſhall 
find them contrary to the Doctrine of Chriſt, and of 
the Apoſtles, and not to have received the Gifts, 
which he gave to the Prophets, Apoſtles, and Evan- 
geliſts, for the perfecting of the Saints, as you may 
read in Eph. 4. 11, 12, 13. And the Apoſtle went a- 
* bout warning every Man in all wiſdom, that he might 
pPreſent every man perſect in Chriſt Feſus. 
Now ſee your Leaders, and Teachers, if they 
have not another Spirit than Chriſt and the Apo- 
_ © ftles had, who makes it their Trade to plead for 
Sin, and againſt Perfection, which all that ever 
were ſent of God, prayed and preach'd for, as the 
Ahpoſtle did night and day, praying exceedingly that 
bie might ſee their face, and might perfect that which 
das lacking in their Faith, 1 Theſ. 3. 10. And the 
2 Apoſtle Peter prayed, that they might be perfedt, 
ohen they had ſuffered a while. And the Apoſtle 
ſaid (who was a Miniſter of Chriſt) that the Scrip- 
ture was given forth by Inſpiration of God, that the 
len of God might be perfef, And here your Teach- 
ers are found to be deniers of the Scriptures, and not 
ſo much as Miniſters of the Letter, who plead a- 
2 gainſt it, and the ends that it was given forth for, 
and ſo are found to be Miniſters of Antichriſt, and 
2 out of the practice of all that ever taught for God. 
Mah was a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, and he was 
a perfect Man. Abraham was a Friend of God, and 
2 God ſaid unto him, wal before me, and be thou per- 
felt. And Lot was a Juſt Man, and the Lord deli- 
vered him. And Fob was a Perfect and Juſt Man, 
and the Lord preſerv'd him. And David faith, Mark 
the perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end 
of that man is peace, Pſal. 379. 2 | 


And 
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| And Solomon faith, that the upright ſhall dwell in 
| the Land, and the perfect. ſhall remain in it, Prov, 2. 
Wt - 21. And again he ſaith, that the righteouſneſs of 
' the perfect ſhall direct his way, Prov. 11. 5. Now 
„ all People ſearch the Scriptures, and try theſe De- 
„ ceivers and Betrayers of your Souls, and let them 
be witneſs againſt their ſelves, that they neither 
teach, nor you receive nothing of God from them: 
for whatſoever is of God in the leaſt meaſure is per · 
fed, the firſt principle that comes from God is per- 
1 Jim" fect; every perfett gift is from above. And the Apo- 
Phil. 3, ſtle ſaid, as many as be perfet?, be thus minded; and 
8. the Apoſtle ſaith, we are glad when we are weak, 
+ and ye are ſtrong; and this alſo we wiſh, even your 
pPerfeclion. And again he ſaith, let s go on unto 
1 perfection. Now you ſee your Blind Guides, whe- 
V ther they be not the Miniſters of the Myſtery of Ini- 
quity, and under the Dark Power, who plead for 
Sin, and againſt Perfection, which all that ever 
were ſent of God Preached for, and Pray'd for, and 
Labour'd for of the Lord, 2 Cor. 7. I. Epb. 4. 12. 


An Epiſt. to Friends at Grayrigge, 1655, 
| Friends of Grayrigge, 3 
Rethren and Siſters, in your meaſures of the 

living Light and Lite of the living God, wait 3 

low, and in the fear of God ſtand faithful to your 

own meaſures, and be obedient to that which every 


particular hath receiv'd of the living God, which 
he hath given you to profit withal, and with your *' 
meaſures of that which is Eternal, which bears wit 
neſs for the living God, which he hath placed in 
every particular of you; which if you keep to, and | 
mind it, and come to it to be tried and ſearched, | 
this will be ſwift to let you ſee all that is contrary 
to it, and this will come near to you in Judgment; 
| | therefore 
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therefore in this abide in your meaſures, where the 
pure Judgment is ſet up in your own particulars of 
the living word, which is nigh in the heart, which 
cuts down all that is contrary to it; by which word 
the World was made: in this abide and dwell, 
and in this dwell in your own particular meaſures 
within you. I Charge and Warn you, as you will 
anſwer it before the Lord, before whom you muſt 
give an account, that you be Faithful to your own 
- Maſter, to which you muſt ftand or fall; that as 
3 good Stewards you may give an account, and be 


ound faithful workers in the Lord's Vineyard, who 


is now at work, and will have none to be Idle, but 
calls into the Vineyard at certain hours. And ye 

that were called at the firſt hour of the Day, if you 
be not Faithful and Obedient to improve your Ta- 
lents, he that comes in at the Eleventh hour, will 
receive more than you; and then he that hath been 
negligent, will murmur and count it hard. This 
Parable you may read near and with the Eternal 
Light which never changes, come to be exami- 
ned and tried, every particular of you, and ſee 
where you are at preſent, and how you ſtand in the 


preſence of the living God, whoſe purity cannot 
behold Iniquity, before whom you mult appear to 
be tried ſooner or later, for that is made manifeſt, 
that proves all, and tries all ; the Day makes all 


; works manifeſt of what ſort they are. And look 


not forth from your own meaſures at others Condi- 
tions, and fo negle& your own; I warn and charge 


Vou to beware of that, and think it not ſtrange 


concerning the Fiery-trial which is to try you, as 
though ſome ſtrange thing had happened unto you; 
but in the fear of the Lord keep down your Minds, 
that queſtions and ſtumbles at the power of God, 
which is made manifeſt for the working down the 
deceit—and beware how you queſtion or judge the 
power of the living God, to which all the Powers 
of Darkneſs ſhall bend and bow. But let it alone, 
and dwell in your own 3 and tho you * 
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ſee and diſcern deceit in thoſe in whom it is mani- 


teſted, it can be no otherwiſe, the Deceit being un- 
wrought out, and it will act while it is there; but 
let it alone, the Power of the Lord is given for 


working it down; and if they dwell and abide in 


the power, the power of the Lord will work down, 
and bring the fleſhly Man under, and bind him that 
is ſtrong, and ſpoil his goods. And this you muſt 
not limit with your Reaſon or Wiſdom; for this is 


unlimited, and this is various in its working and 


operation, according to the neceſſity of the Particu- 
lars on which it is manifeſted. And this is order'd 
by the Wiſdom of the Living God, which is Fool- 
iſhneſs to the Wiſdom of Man; and ſo be ſtill and 
ſilent as you love your Souls; and beware how you _ 
meddle with that, by which all ſhall fall which is 
contrary to it. So in the Name and Power of the _ 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, at whoſe Name every knee ſhall 
bow, be Faithful and Obedient in your own mea- 
ſures, in your own particulars; and in the Pure E- 
ternal Light of God keep your Minds in that, that 
is low, and each eſteem others better than your 
felves, and be jealous over your own Hearts, with _ 
a Godly Jealouſie, leſt the Serpent beguile yon, as 
he did Eb, and thro' the Subtilty, betray the Sim- => 
plicity which is in Chriſt. So the Lord God Al- 
mighty, of Life and Power, keep you Faithful and 
Obedient to your own Meaſure, 


M. Fell. 


— 


A General Epiſtle of Margaret Fell, to 
Friends, 1655, 3 


ERiends, whom the Lord God hath called unto the 
Light which is Eternal, which the Lord God 
hath ſent, to bring his Seed out of Bondage, and 
out of the Houſe of Darkneſs, from under Haraob, 


and 
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and his Task-Maſters, which hath ſo long been held 
under the dark Power and Myſtery of Inquity: 
The Lord God of Life and Power hath viſited you, 
and ſent his Servants to awaken you, and to raiſe 
you from the Dead, that Chriſt might give you Life, 
who is now come, and coming to redeem T/rae!, 
and to divide the Red-Sea, and to overturn Pharaoh 
and his Hoſt. Stand ſtill (I ſay unto yon) and fee 
the Salvation of God; and in the fear of the living 
God wait low in your own meaſure of Grace, and 
© Hearken diligently unto that, that your Souls may 
live. And this you muſt do, if ever you witneſs the 
Living God: So in the Name and Power of the Lord 
jieſus Chrift, at whoſe Name every knee ſhall bow, 


and every Tongue confeſs, beware how you ſpend 


your Money for that which is not Bread, and your 


© Labour for that which periſheth; it is the diligent 


Fand that maketh Rich, but the Idle, Slothful and 
Negligent ſuffer want. And beware of going from 

your Guide, which keepeth you low and tender, 
and prize the Love of God that ever he ſhould viſit 
= you; and beware that you do not requite him evil 


for good, for he is a jealous God, and will not clear 


the guilty; and it is the Low, and the Meek, and 


Humble that the Lord God Teacheth, and it is the 
broken and contrite Spirit that God will not deſpiſe. 


And he whois the High and the Lofty one, that In- 
+ habiteth Eternity, dwelleth in the Hearts of the 


But all who are got up in their Imaginations, the 
Lord God will ſcatter, and the Proud, and the High 
and the Lofty, the Lord doth reſiſt; and this you 


| hall witneſs ; and the Lord feeds the Hungry, but 
the Rich is ſent empty away: And they who thirſt 


and breath after Righteouſneſs, ſuch the Lord ſa- 
tisfieth. So Read, and with the Eternal Light Ex- 
amine and Search, and try what it is that you 
2 thirſt after; whether it be Righteouſneſs, Purity, 
and Holineſs, for theſe will the Lord ſatisfie; and 
ÞF whoever is not thus ſeeking, ſhall never receive ſa- 
1 . tisfaction 
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| tisfaction from the Lord God; but Wrath, and Ter- 

| ror, and Horror ſhall fall upon that which is con- 

4 trary to this. So, as you love your Eternal Peace, 

38 and the Redemption of your Souls, keep low in your 

; meaſures of the Living Teſtimony which cometh 

I | from the Living God, which is one in all; in its 

1 meaſure, and there is no Diviſion, nor no Rent, but 

j all one; and this gathers your Hearts together, and 

1 this knits and unites unto the Body, where the Unity 

1 is; and who gathers not here, ſcatters abroad; and 

he that is not with us here, is againſt us. So Exa- 

mine now, and try whether you are gathering now., 

or ſcattering abroad, with the Light which is Eter- __ 

nal, which is one in all. Examine and try your 

1 own ſelves, I Charge you, as you will anſwer it 

| before the Lord God; come down and ſtoop to tge 
ö Yoak of Chriſt, which is eaſie, and take his Yoak 

upon you, and his Burthen, which is light; and be- 

; ware of ſtarting from under the Yoak of Obedience, 

1 or pulling away the Shoulder; for the Lord God 

1 required not only Sacrifice, but Obedience, which is 

| better. And that Mind that looks outward, from 

the meaſure enjoyed, and joins to any thing with- 

b cout, contrary to the freedom of the Spirit within, 

3 that Mind is for Judgment, and the Eternal Spirit | 


Wit of God is one in all. And that which divides one | 
Wii! from another, is for Judgment; for where diviſion +. 
| fl is, that is of the Kingdom that cannot ſtand ; ſo 
N Read where you are, for if you are in that which is 
1ÞY divided, you cannot ſtand. So in Love and Ten- 
1 der neſs to your Souls, I Warn and Charge you from 
3 the Lord, keep in the Light, which is one, in tbe 

5 Power, which is one, in the meaſure of Life made 

71 manifeſt in you, which is one: And here is no Di- 


viſion, nor Separation, but a gathering, and a |» 
knitting. And if you love the Light, then you 
come to the Light to be proved, and tried, whether 
your Works be wrought in God. But that which 
hates the Light, turns from the Light, and that 
thall be condemned by the Light for ever. And 


thou gh 
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„ 


Do though you may turn from the Light, where the 


Unity is, and you may turn from the Eternal Truth: 
But from it, the Witneſs of God in your Conſciences, 


© (which he hath placed in you, which beareth witneſs 


3 
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for the Living God) you can never fly; and that 
| ſhall purſue you where-ever you go. And they who 


turn out from the Light, their Reſurrection is to 
Condemnation, and on the Left Hand they are put, 
among the Goats, and ſhall have their Portion with 
Hypocrites and Unbelievers; and this ſhall be wit- 
neſſed for ever. _ 1 | 

And this I was moved of the Lord to write to 
you, in Love and Tenderneſs to the Meaſure of God 
in you, with which I have Unity, which will wit- 
neſs for me for ever; and this is in Love to your 
Souls. So the Lord God of Life and Power keep 


you alive in that, which he hath placed in you, 


to his Everlaſting Glory: For a ſweet Savour we 


are unto God, both in them that are ſaved, and in 
them that periſh. And beware how you draw back 
from the Everlaſting Truth, that the Lord God hath 
tender'd to you, which you ſhall eternally witneſs 
to be of God: For he that draweth back, my Soul 
hath no pleaſure in him, ſaid God; And that which 
we have heard, and have ſeen, and felt, and our hands 
have handled, even the Word of Life, which bath been 
declared unto you. - 


From one who deſires the Good of all Souls, M F. 


— 


To all the Profeſſors of the World, 
by M. F. 1656. | 


» 


| O all the Profeſſors of the World, and to all in 
1 the empty Forms, which ſuch Profeſſors live 
in: To the Light in all your Conſciences, which comes 
from Jeſus, who is the Father's Covenant of Light 


F 4 and 


and Life, the Lamb, who is the Light of all Nations 
that are ſaved, which now ſhines in all your Con- 


| Whoſe Name is called The Word of God, who lives 


24} 


ſciences; to this in you all do J appeal, that with 
it you may ſearch and try your Standing, and 
Ground, and Foundation, which is in God the 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Corner-Stone, 
who hath ſaid, Upon this Rock will Tbuild my Church. 
Paul wrote to Timothy, how to behave himſelf in the 
Houſe of God, which 1s the Church of the living God, 
the Pillar and Ground of Trauth: For, ſaith he, Vith- 
out Controverſie, great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs; 
God manifeſied in the Fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit, ſeen 
of Angels, preached units the Gentiles, believed on in 
the World, received up into Glory. Now Profeſlors, 
look about you, and ſee where your Footing and 
Foundation is, who do profeſs a God and a Chrift 
afar off, and deny the Light of Jeſus Chriſt, which 
manifeſts him in the Fleth: How can you know 


him, or confeſs him in the Fleſh, who deny him 


to be manifeſted in you? What Ground have you 
to build upon, when ye know nothing of him, but 
what ye have from a Profeſſion without you? Oh! 
confider feriouſly, and turn your Minds to the Light, 
which will let you ſee your Foundation to be rotten | 

and fandy, which ye foolith Builders are building 
upon, in your Imaginations; and yet profeſs the 
Scriptures without you, which were declared and 
ſpoken from a living Eternal Principle within; and 


this you pretend to build upon: But where is your 


Foundation, where is your Ground, where is your 
Root, who deny the Corner-Stone, Chriſt Jeſus, as 
he is the Light, the Rock of Ages, which all the 


Prophets and Apoſtles, and Holy Men of God are 


founded and built upon? A Profeilion of this will 
ſtand you in no ſtead: For the Holy Seed is riſen, 
the Subſtance of all; and the Life of the Scriptures, 
which ſpoke them forth, is manifeſted; the Ward, 
which was in the beginning, which was with God, 
which Word was God; He who was dead, is alive, 


and 
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and abides for evermore: This Word, which we have 


5 ſeen, which we have heard, which our Hands have 
| handled, this we declare unto you; by which Word 


the World was made, and without which nothing 
was made that was made: This is manifeſted and 
witneſſed; Praiſes, living Praiſes be to the —_— 


God. And this is he that will break to pieces a 


your rotten Profeſſion, you cannot ſtand before him: 
His Rod of Iron, where he rules, will daſh you all 
to pieces, ye Potſherds of the Earth, who have ſet 
up your Images; the little Stone, cut out of the 
Mountain without Hands, ſtrikes at the Feet, and 
overturns the Foundation of them all, (you, and 
your Diana ſhall fall) and the Stone ſhall become a 


great Mountain, and fill the whole Earth, the Mouth 


of the Lord of Hoſts hath ſpoken 1t. And you 
who take the Words, ſpoken from the Life of God, 
and profeſs them, and God and Chriſt, only with- 
out you ; and ye perſecute the ſame Life, which 
gave them forth, which now is made manifeſt in his 


People; ye make up the meaſure of your Fore- . 


fathers, who ſlew the Prophets, and ye garniſh their 


Sepulchres; ye are in their Steps, that kill'd the 
Prophets, that beat the Servants, and would alſo 


kill the Heir; your Fruits make you manifeſt. Ye 
are the Graves that Men go over, painted Sepul- 
chres, with Words and Profeſſions of the Outſide, 
but within are full of Rottenneſs, and Dead Men's 
Bones. The Candle of the Lord God is lighted, by 
which he ſearches Feruſalem, and hath found you 
out ; the Day of the Lord, which is coming upon 
you, which makes all things manifeſt, this will lay 


you open: To the Light in all your Conſciences do 


I ſpeak, that to it ye may turn, to ſee what ye 
know of the living God. There he is, unknown to 
you yet, (as he was to the Athenians, whom they 


1gnorantly worſhipped ) though he be not far from 
every one of you : Theretore put him not far off 


you, but call upon him while he 1s near, and ſeek 
him while he may be found; if ye will hear his 
Voice, 


L796] 
Voice, harden not your Hearts, while it is called 
To Day. Now you have Time, prize it; this is the 
Day of your Viſitation. Your Profeſſion without 
you, will not ſerve you, it ſtinks in the Lord's No- 
ſtrils; and all your Righteouſneſs ſhall be ſpread as 
Dung upon your Faces; it is as filthy Rags, and as 
the early Dew it ſhall paſs away, and never be 
mentioned. He 1s come, who convinces the World 
of Sin, of Righteouſneſs, and of Judgment: There- 
fore your Righteouſneſs, which 1s not the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, is condemned by him, who. + 
is the Righteouſneſs of the Father, and the expreſs _ * 


Image of his Subſtance. The glorious Brightneſs of 


his Coming makes manifeſt the Man of Sin, who 
hath ſo long ſitten in the Temple of God, exalted 
above all that is called God in you; his time is 
come, wherein he is revealed: Therefore ceaſe from 
your Abominations, and outward Profeſhon of Forms 


and Colours, without the Life, and Power and Pu- 


rity of Truth it ſelf ; for the Glorious Light makes 
you manifeſt, and all your Covers are too narrow; 


the Woe from the living God is to them, and all I 
Coverings, which is not with his pure Spirit, are to 


be rent. And though ye may ſeem Fair on your 3 
Outſide, this will not hide you; He who ſearches -: 


the Heart, and tries the Reins, is come, before whom 


all Secrets are bare and naked. _ | —_ 
Therefore turn in, to the Meaſure of the Light 


given you from the Fountain of Light, and ſee what 


ye have there in Poſſeſſion: There ye will find your 
Houſe unſwept and unclean. For the Woman, that 
had loſt the Groat, ſought without; but ſhe found 
it not, till ſhe came to ſweep her own Houſe, and 


there ſhe found it: This Parable ye muſt read with- 


in. Jeſus Chriſt Jie ned the Kingdom of Heaven un- 
to a Merchant Man, who was ſeeking for goodly Pearls, 
who digged deep, and found it; but when he had found 
it, he was to ſell all and buy it. And again, He 
likened the Kingdom of Heaven to Leaven, which a 
Woman bid in three meaſures of Meal, till all was 

leavencd. 


Hs (D MA Us FF 15 WET 


a * 
we N 8 = 4 * 
WW: 3 . 5 ED r Ss EO Ry Mgs 5 Bbge — 2 
FO IE Rn OP ye oe en, 77... Cat 2 gs > ie > ; 3 
- WAY he od A PR I 7 ode ES Zo 3-2 - 


127) 

leavened. Though ye have the Letter without you, 
yet theſe Parables ye have to learn. Now turn to the 
Light, and there ye will come to ſee; and learning 
there, in the Light, ye will come to ſee and know 
the Myſteries of God, which to the World are Para- 
bles, and to all you who deny the Light, ſhall be 
ſhut for evermore; though you may get all the 
Words of the whole Scriptures in your Brains and 
Comprehenſion, ſo long as you deny the Light, and 
turn your Minds from the Light, and ſeek to know 
theſe things without you, ye ſhall never know them, 
but they ſhall be as a Book ſealed unto you; the 
depth of the Myſteries of them ye ſhall never un- 
derſtand. „„ 

Therefore, if ever ye deſire to know the Myſte- 
ries of God, which is hid from all the World, and 
the World's Profeſſion, (though never ſo high) turn 
to the Light, wait in the Light, keep your Minds 
within to the Light, and walk in the Light, which 


checks you, and convinces you of Sin and Evil, and 


diſcerns the Thoughts of your Hearts, and lets you 
ſee the Outgoings of your Minds, and diſcerns every 
Sinful Luft, even in the very Appearance and Riſing 
of it. This is that by which the Lord God teach- 


eth in this his Day, (which Teacher never is remo- 


ved into a Corner) who hearken diligently, and 
turn their Minds to it: This is the Light which the 
World ſees not; though they have Eyes, they ſee 
not; and Ears, they hear not; and Hearts, they do 
not underſtand ; the God of this World hath blinded 


their Eyes, and his Miniſters would keep them blind 


and ſhut up, and deny it to be a Teacher ſufficient: 
And ſo your Leaders cauſe you to err, who are blind, 
and leads you that are blind; and ſo you may fol- 


low them, till you both go into the Pit. But 


if ever you come to know the Living God, you 
muſt turn your Minds to the Light which is in you. 
But your Blind Guides, who keep your Minds from 
this Light, they put Darkneſs for Light; and ſo 
then how great is that Darkneſs! But 5 you 

| | inds 
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Minds to this Light, and joyning your Minds to it, 
and hearkening to it, then will ye come to ſee the 


blind Eyes opened; and the Blind Man, which hath 


been Born blind from his Birth, will come to fee, 
and his Eyes will be anointed with Eye-ſalve; which 
thoſe Blind Guides, who lead you from the Light, 
never knew: And this ye ſhall for ever witneſs to 
be Truth, if ye turn your Minds to the Light, then 
will you come to ſee what I ſpeak, and witneſs it 


to be true. And all your Blind Guides, who de- 
ny the Light, and would not have you to mind 


the Light, but hearken to them who hate the Light, 


love Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe their 


Deeds are evil: But the Light 1s riſen, (Glory be 
to God for evermore) which 1s their Condemna- 
tion, and hath found them out, who are the Thieves 
and Robbers, who have gone before Chriſt, and 


climbed up another way: For Chriſt Jeſus ſaith, 


T am the Door of the Sheep ,, all that ever came be- 


fore me, are Thieves and Robbers. Again, I am the 


Door; by me, if any Man enter, be ſhall be ſaved, faith 
Chriſt Jeſus, who is the Light. And theſe Thieves 
and Robbers, who deny the Light, draw from the 


Door, Chriſt Jeſus, (by which all that ever are ſa- _ 
ved enter) who is the good Shepherd, who hath | 


given his Life for the Sheep. But he that is an 
Hireling, and not the Shepherd, whoſe own the 
Sheep are nor, ſeeth not himſelf to be the Wolf; for 
ſuch are blind ; the God of this World hath blinded 
their Eyes, who deny the Light; and ſo they leave 
the Sheep, and fly; and the loft Sheep of the Houſe of 
Iſrael, which ChriitJeſus is ſent to ſeek and to ſave, 
they know not; but let the Wolf deſtroy the Sheep in 
their Flocks. But now 1s the Shepherd of the Sheep 


come, whoſe own the Sheep are, who 1s the good 
Shepherd, and knows his Sheep, and is known of 


them, who hear his Voice, and know his Voice, and 
he puts forth his own Sheep, he goeth before them, 
the Sheep follow him; for they know his Voice, and 


a Stranger will they not follow ; Glory and age 66 
e e 
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be to the living God for ever! who is Redeeming 
his Sheep from the Mouths 'of the Wolves and De- 


vourers, who have ſcatter'd them upon every Moun- 
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tain and Hill, in the dark and clondy Day. But 
now is the Light of the Glorious Goſpel riſen, and 
beautiful upon the Mountains 1s his Feet, that brings 
g/ad Tidings of this Goſpel, that publiſheth Peace, that 
ſaith unto Sion, Thy King reigneth. To all who de- 
fire to know the Way to Sion, doth this Voice cry, 
To turn your Faces thitherward, to the Light of 
Jeſus Chriſt, who came — upon an Aſ\s's Colt, 
to the Joy and Rejoycing of all Sion's Children. 
Therefore turn again, all you who are wandring up 
and down, from Mountain to Hill, ſeeking Reſt, but 
finding none: Turn to the Light in every one of 
your Conſciences; this is the Word of Faith which we 


preach; which Moſes taught Iſrael, and the Apoſtle 
Paul the Romans; which is nigh, in the Heart, and 


in the Mouth: Here is your Teacher, if ye hearken 


to the pure Light, which ſhews you the Deceit of 
pour Hearts, and your unclean Thoughts; from. 
which proceeds Uncleanneſs, which the Light makes 
> manifeſt; which will rip you up, and reprove you 
in ſecret. | | 


The Lord God of Power and Life is fulfilling his 


> Everlaſting Covenant in this his Day, He is writing 
bis Law in the Heart, and putting it in the inward 


part, that none need to ſay, Know the Lord; but all, 


who turn to the meaſure of God's Gift, ſhall know 
him, from the leaſt to the greateſt of them. And 


by no other Way or Means under Heaven ſhall ye 
know the living God, but by this pure Light, and 
Law written in the Heart: Here will ye come to 
witneſs the Lord to be your God, and your King, 
and your Lawgiver ; which all the Profeſſions of 


15 the World are ignorant of. Therefore to this pure 
Meaſure of God in your inward Parts, turn your 
| Minds, that ye may come to witneſs Cleanſing and 


Purging within, that ye may come to ſee the Un- 
cleanneſs which proceeds out of the Heart, which 


defiles 
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defiles the Man, Mat. 15. 18, 19. For out of the Heart 


comes Evil Thoughts, Murders, Adulteries, Fornica- 


tion, Theft, falſe Witneſs, Blaſphemies; Theſe are the © : 


things that defile a Man. Now, you Teachers and 


Profeſſors, who look without you, and turn from 


this, which ſhould cleanſe you within; how do you 


think that, that which is without you, ſhould cleanſe *' 
you from this Uncleanneſs within you? Let that of 
God in your Conſciences judge. Now, if ye turn 


to the Light, which makes theſe things manifeſt, 


and dwell and abide in it, then will ye abſtain . : 


from them, and ſo come to witneſs Cleanſing : For 


| be that walks in the Light, as be is in the Light, the © 


Blood of Feſus Chriſi cleanſes from al Sin. And Chriſt 
Teſus ſaith, Luke 6.45.. A good Man, out of the good 


Treaſure of bis Heart, bringeth forth that which i: 
good; and an evil Man, out of the evil Treaſure of _ 


his Heart, bringeth forth that which is evil : For out ' 


of the abundance of the Heart, his Mouth ſpeaketh, 


And why call ye me Lord, Lord, ſaid Chriſt, and do 
not the things which IT ſay? Whoſoever cometh to me, 
and heareth my Sayings, and doth them, I will ſhew © 
you to whom be is like He is like a Man which built 
an Houſe, and digged deep, and laid the Foundation 
on a Rock; and when the Floods aroſe, the Storms + 
beat violently upon the Houſe, and could not ſhake it, 
or it was built upon à Rock, But he that heareth, 
and doth not, is like a Man, that without a Founda- © 
tion, built an Houſe upon the Sand, againſt which the © 
Storms did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell, 


and the fall of that Houſe was great. 


Now Profeſſors, here's your Building; ye ſhall 7 
witneſs this Parable fulfilled upon you; the Tem- 
Peſts and Storms are coming upon you, your Houſe 
will be beaten down, it cannot ſtand, for ye have 
been Sayers a long time, and not Doers of the word; _ 
your Houſe which ye have built is without Founda- - 


tion, it is not founded upon the Rock Chriſt Jeſus; 


ye who deny the Light, he ſaith unto them, why 


call ye me Lord, and do not the things which I ſay; 


upon 
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upon him ſhall ye be broken to pieces; and all your 


rt 

2. Profeſſion, it is known and ſeen, ye are made ma- 
be nifeſt, ye cannot hide your ſelves. Therefore let 
1d the time paſt of your Lives ſuffice, and repent while 
m ye have time, left the whirl-wind of the Lord come 
ou upon you, and deſtroy you before you are aware. 
ſe And remember ye are warned in your Life-time, 
of © ye who talk of Faith, where is your Foundation, 


rn who deny the Light Chrift Jeſus the Corner Stone, 
| _ whoſe Blood waſheth, and cleanſeth, and purgeth a- 
in way the filth of the Daughter of Son. What will 
your Faith advantage you, who are yet in your 
he Sins? Is not that Faith vain, which doth not pu- 
if rifie the Heart. The Apoſtle Paul ſaith, Now the 
od end of the Commandment is Charity, out of a pure 
Heart, and of good conſcience, and of faith unfeigned, 
of I Tim. 1. 5. And again he ſaith, Holding the my- | 
nt _ ftery of faith in a pure conſcience, 1 Tim. 3. 9. And 

th, the Apoſtle 70% ſaith, For whoſoever is born of God T 
4 I overcometh the world; and this is the viftory that 
ovdercometh the world, even our faith, 1 John 6. 4. 
Now ſee whether your Faith hath overcome the _ 

World, and given you Victory over Sin, elſe never 

talk of Faith, for ye that are yet in your Sins (all 

who are of that Faith by which the Juſt. lives) de- 

nies your Faith; for ye who are alive to Sin, Cru- 

cifle and Slay the Juſt : But who are in the Faith of 

God? the Juſt lives by his Faith. And ſo now here 
you may read your Faith by your Works. For the | 
2? Apoſtle James ſaith, What doth it profit though a | 
man ſay be hath faith, and hath not works, that faith 


cannot ſave. See what Compariſon Fames makes, 

Jam. 2. 19. Even ſo faith, if it bath not works, 4 

dead, being alone. Tea, a man may ſay, Thou haſt 

Jaith, and I have works: ſhew me thy faith with- 

coul = works, and I will ſhew thee my faith by my 
Works, : | 

Now ſee how blind you are who read theſe Scrip- 

tures, and profeſs them, and yet talk of Faith, and 

d will 

plead 


live in your Sins. Oh! the Righteous Go 


[3% ] 
plead with you for all your Deceit and Hypocriſie. 


Thou believes there 3s a God, thou doeft well, the De- 
vile alſo believe and tremble; therefore know vain 


man, that faith without works is dead; and what is 


thy works, who art yet in thy ſin? is not fin the work 
of the Devil? Oh! that ever you ſhould be ſo blind 
and beſotted will the Fig-leaves of your Profeſſion, 
cover your Nakedneſs; nay, the Lord hath found 


you out, and all your Coverings are too narrow; 


and your Faith, which 1s holden with reſpe& of 
Perſons (which the Apoſtle exhorts from) the Lord 
God abhors. But if ye had true Living Faith, as a 


grain of Muſtard-ſeed, ye might ſay to this mountain, 


be thou removed into the Sea, and it would be ſo. But 
to you, whole Faith 1s dead, who are yet in your 


Sins, this is a Myſtery. Therefore Repent, and 


turn to the Lord God, and believe in the Light, 
which is riſing, and ſhines in your Conſciences; he 


it ic who is the Reſurreftion and the Life; whoſoever 


believes in him, though he were dead, yet ſhall he live. 
Therefore hearken diligently to the Prophet, which 


the Lord is revealing in this his Day, and believe 
in the Light; for whoſoever doth not hearken to 
this Prophet, is to be cut off. Turn to the Light, 


and Believe, and hearken diligently, that your Souls 
may live; why will you give your money for that which 
is not Bread, and your Labour for that which periſh- 
eth. The pure Everlaſting Fountain of Life is ſet 
open, and the Voice is calling to every one to come 
all that thirſteth, to come and buy Wine and Milk 
without Money : They who have been Sold for 
nought, {ſhall be redeemed without Money, even by 


the Blood of the Everlaſting Covenant; the God of 
Peace having brought again the Lord Jeſus from the 


dead, 1s pouring forth of his Spirit for the Redemp- 


tion of 1/7ae!'s Seed. Therefore all turn to the voice 


that calls to ye, his is rhe way, walk in it. That 
which turns and draws your minds towards God, the 
Light that cometh from the Father of Light, turn to, 
and there will ye witneſs a Living Hope, whach _ 

| that 


1 
—— 


that Hope, that Paul the Apoſtle was called in 
. queſtion for, that Hope of the Reſurrection of the 
2 Dead; who was a Miniſter of God, who watched 
for the Soul, which your Miniſters of Death know 
not; but their Labour tends to kezp you in the Death; 
d but if you wait in the Light of Jeſus Chriſt, who is 
„ the Reſurrection and the Life, which is the Myſtery, 
d even Chriſt in you the hope of glory; for this is he, 
3 by which you draw nigh unto God; and every man 
f that hath this hope in bim, purifieth himſelf, even as 
d be is pure, 1John 3. 3. Aud the Apoſtle Peter faith, 
a Hleſſed be the God, and Father of our Lord Feſus 
7, . _ Chriſt, which according to bis abundant mercy, hath 
it , begatten ws again unto a lively hope, by the reſurre- 
by 
d 


clionof Feſus Chriſt from the lead, 1 Pet. 1. 3. And 
d this is none of the Hypocrite's Hope, for the Hope 
t, of the Hypocrite doth periſh; and the Hypocrite 
e Hhath no Right nor Intereſt in the true and living 
2 Hope, which is the Promiſe of the Lord, to the 
. Heirs of his Promiſe, the Immutability of his 
h Counſel, confirmed by an Oath, that by two Im- 
7 mutable things, by which it was impoſſible for God 
> to Lye: We might have a ſtrong Conſolation, who 
have fled for Refuge, to lay hold upon the Hope 
| ſet before us, which Hope we have, as an Anchor 
ch of the Soul, both ſure and ſteadfaſt. But this is 
„- nothing to the diſſembling Hypocrites, and Profeſ- 
>» ſors of the World, who deny the Light of Chriſt 
3 Jeſus, the ſecond Prieſt, and hath ſet up a Prieſt 
without them, and hath a Church without them, 
and a Hope without them, and a Rule without them, 
and a Guide without them. Theſe are none of the 
> Heirs of the Promiſe; for the Promiſe and Covenant 
of God is within; and the ſecond Prieſt, the un- 
= changeable High- Prieſt, which is ſurety of a better 
+ Teſtament, and bringeth in a better Hope, who is 
the Covenant made with an Oath, who is the Re- 
fuge for the Righteous to flee unto, which is the Hope 
| ſet before them. 
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But this is a Myſtery to all you Carnal Profeſſors, 
who are yet in your Sins, and your Uncleannels, 
and yet will tell of Faith, and Hope, and God, and 
Chriſt, but your Root is rottenneſs, your Ground is 
corrupt, and your Chaff is to be burned the Fire 
is kindled, which cannot be quenched. The Day 
of the Lord 1s come, which burns as an Oven, and 
all your corrupt Profeſſion, and deceitful Hypocriſie 
ſhall be as Stubble. And if you give your Goods to 
the Poor, and your Bodys to be burned, and do not 
believe in the Light, and turn to the Light, and 
walk in it, it is nothing; for ſo long as ye do not 
walk in the Light, ye know nothing at all of Cha- 
rity; which ſuffereth long, which envieth not, 
which vaunteth not it ſelf, puffeth not up, rejoy ceth 
not in Iniquity, but rejoyceth in the Truth: This 
you are far from, who are in your Envy, Wrath, 
Malice, Perſecution, pleading for Sin, againſt Per- 
fection, againſt the Light, which diſcovereth and 
miketh manifeſt all Sin and Uncleannefles : Your 
Profeſlion of God and Chriſt in Words (when in 
Works you deny him) will not ſerve you; the Lord 
abhors all your vain Profeſſion and Hypocriſie. 
Therefore give over your deceitful Diſſembling, and 
turn to that which rips you up, and lays you na- 
ked and bare before the Lord God, from whom ye 
cannot hide your ſelves; and to the Light of Chriſt 
come to be tried and ſearched ; the tried Stone, 
which layeth Judgment to the Line, and Righteouſ- 
neſs to the Plummiet, for Sion is redeemed through 
Judgment, and her Converts with Righteouſneſs; 
therefore give over deceiving of your Souls, for he 
that doth Righteo ſneſs, is Righteous, even as he is 
Righteous; and all Sin and Uncleanneſs the Light 
condemns; and if your Hearts condemn you, God 


is greater, and knows all things, therefore do not 


deceive your ſelves, but ſearch and try your own 
felves, for if you know not how that Chriſt is in 
you, ye are Reprobates. And fo all you formal Pro- 
tellors try your own ſelves, and to the Light come 

- to 
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13 ed, and there you will ſee your rotten Pro- 


feſſion will be too light; and do not deceive your 
Souls, but now ye have time prize it, while it is 


| called too day ; conſider, and do not forget God, 


leſt he tear you to pieces, while there be none to de- 
liver you. And this is in Love to all your Souls, 
* which ye ſhall witneſs to be Truth, if ye turn to 


the Light, which is my witneſs, but if ye hate the 


Light, and turn from the Light, the Light is your 
_ condemnation: And when the Books of Conſcience is 
opened, and all Judged out of them, then ſhall that 
' witneſs of God in you, bear me witneſs, that this is 


in love to your Souls; and ſo, whether ye will hear, 


or forbear, I have cleared my Conſcience, and the 
Lord is clear of your Blood. And your Foundation 
and Bottom I know, and comprehend, but the Rock 


which ye know not, ſhall break you to pieces; tho 


you have the outward Writings and Declaration, 


| ye profeſs theſe words, and yet, lay the Prophet in 
G / i 


which was ſpoken from another State and Condition 


than ye are in; and theſe words ye take and make 
your own, whenas ye are in another Condition, and 


of another Seed, than that which the Promiſe is to; 


for it 1s not to Seeds, as to many, but to one Seed, 
which is Chriſt the Light, and Corner-ſtone, which 
the Builders refuſe, and yet ye account it Railing 
to be called Thieves and Robbers, though ye have 
nothing but what ye ſteal from others. Ye take 
Mojes's words, who was a Servant of the Lord, ſent 
to bring Jae the Seed of God out of Bondage; and 
ye who are like the Egyptian Task-Maſters, with his 
words keep the Seed in Bondage; to Moſes's State 


Je never came, which brings out of the Houſe of 
-* Darkneſs, you who denies the Light, and yet ye 
will profeſs Moſes's words. 


Now let that of God in all your Conſciences, 


+ which is juſt and equal, Judge whether ye be not 


Thieves and Robbers in this, yea, or nay; and ye 


take the Prophets words, which received the word 


from the Lord, which the Lord ſpoke to them, and 


his 


> 
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his Members, which the Lord promiſed to raiſe, 
like unto Aſoſes, which he ſaid every one ſhall hear, 


who bring the Seed out of Spiritual Egypr, and yet 


ye Crucifie the Juſt, and garniſh his Sepulchre, and 
ſo ye are found the painted Sepulchres, which hath 
ſlain the Righteous, which Chriſt ſpeaks of. Now 
ſee if ye be not the blind Guides and Hypocrites in 
this, which Chriſt Jeſus cried woe againſt, to them 
whom he found in the ſame ſteps as ye are in, who 


had Moſes and the Prophets words, which wrote of 
him, and Propheſied of him; but he told them they 1 
knew them not, for if they had known Maſes and the 2» 


Prophets, they would have known him. | 
And ſo ye go beyond theſe in Chriſt's time, and 
exceed them in Hy pocriſie and Deceit; for ye take 
Chriſt Jeſus his words which he ſpoke before he was 
offer d up, and ſince he is riſen again, and ye pro- 
feſs them and with theſe words ye deny the Light, 


tho” he hath ſaid he is the Light; and which John 


(who was a faithful witneſs, and more than a Pro- 
phet) witneſſed of him; which Chriſt witneſſed to 
be the greateſt that was born among Women. And 


Chriſt's Teſtimony and John's Teſtimony ye deny, 3 
who denies the Light; and yet ye take theſe words 
and profeſs them, and perſecute the Light and Life 


which ſpake theſe words. 
Now to that of God in 

cannot bear falſe witneſs, nor lye) do I ſpeak, let 

that try you, and examine you, whether ye do not 


exceed the. Scribes and Phariſees, who Crucified 


Chriſt Jeſus; who profeſs d Chriſt Jeſus, by the wri- 4 
ting of him, that he ſhould come: Yet when ge 


came, they did not know that it was he; and ſo 
they Crucified him under the Name of a Blaſphemer, 
and Prince of Devils. But ye ſay and Prophecy 
that he is come, and profeſs that that was he which 
they Crucified, and ye profeſs that he is riſen a- 
gain; and yet ye perſecute and deny his Light and 
"Teſtimony, where it is riſen, and made manifeſt. 


Now 


your Conſciences (which 1 
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dã⁊s ye go about to oppoſe, deny and perſecute that 
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Now ſee whether ye are not blind indeed, when- 


which ye your ſelves profeſs. Now ſee what a 


God this is ye ſerve, who keeps you ſo blind in 


your Profeſhon, that ye perſecute thoſe who poſ- 
ſeſſeth that which ye profeſs; ye exceed all that e- 


ver went before you, that ever was read of; and yet 
you are ſo blind, as ye do not ſee your ſelves ; for 


thoſe whom ye Perſecute and Oppoſe, ye have no- 
thing againſt them, but that they witneſs and poſ- 
ſeſs, that which ye blind Hypocrites profeſs, but 
knows nothing of, farther than by Reading with- 
out you in the Letter. So ye make clean the 
outſide, with an outward Profeſſion, and a Form, 
and an Image, and a Likeneſs: But your inſide, is 
Sin, Uncleanneſs, Filthineſs, Pride, Envy, Wrath, 


Malice, Strife and Perſecution ; this is of the Devil's 


Kingdom of Sin, and this 1s the Inheritance, and 
Poſſeſſion which ye poſſeſs. Though you profeſs a 
God and a Chriſt from Records without you, yet 
your Poſſeſſion and Inheritance is of the Evil One. 
Let that of God in your Conſciences (which is pure) 
now examine and try you, and ſearch you, and fee 


if you be not found in Sin and Uncleanneſs, and de- 


nies being free from Sin, and Perfection, and Purity, 


and pleads for Sin, and the Devil's Kingdom, and 


yet profeſs God and Chriſt. Oh! that ever ye ſnould 
be ſo abominably Blind and Sottiſh, do you look 
upon the Pure and Holy God, (who cannot behold 
Iniquity, with whom dwells no Unclem Thing) to 


be like your ſelves. And ſo likewiſe ye take the 


Epiſtles and Writings of the Apoſtles, to the Church 
of Chriſt, which is in God, and which is the Houſe 
of God, the Ground and Pillar of all Truth, which 
is built upon the Rock Chriſt Jeſus. And ye take 
the words which were written to theſe, who were 
Born of the Immortal Seed, to which the Promiſe 
of God is. And ye who live in your Sin and Fil- 
thineſs, and Uncleanneſs, take theſe words and pro- 
feſs them, and make them your own, (as though 
| G3. they 


£88] 
they were ſpoken to you) whenas ye never knew 
their Condition, nor the Apoſtles, which was their 


Miniſter, and begot them, into the everlaſting Truth, 
by the Immortal ingrafted word of God. And this 


ye who deny the Light, which the Apoſtle preach'd, 
who was a Miniſter of the Spirit, and not of the 
Letter; and this ye profeſs to be your Rule, and 
here you build your Neſt in your Forms, and here 
you ſet deck'd with the words of the Saints, with 
your unclean Hearts and Spirits, and perſecuting 
the Righteous Seed, which theſe were ſpoken to, op- 
poſing and denying the Light, which they were ga- 
thered into, But your Day of Lamentation and 
Howling is coming upon you, ye cannot eſcape, 
the Righteous God hath found you out; the accept- 
able Year of the Lord 1s Proclaim'd, and the Day 
of vengeance of our God 1s come, and the Prince of 
the Worid 1s come to be Judged; and the Day of 
the Son of Man is come, in which he is lifted up, 
and where he is lifted up from the Earth, he draws 
all Men after him, Praiſes be to the Living God, 
for ever. And your Covenant with Hell and Death, 
is and will be diſanulled, and your Refuge of Lyes 


and Diſſimulation will be ſwept away; the over- 
flowing Scourge is coming upon you; therefore, as 


yon love your Souls, give over your Diſſembling, 


and vain Imaginations, and Hypocriſie, and vain 


Deceit, and ſee what ye have, and what ye know 
ye do enjoy, in the Light, and in the Life, and in 
the POwer of the Living God; for our Goſpel ſtands 
not in Words, but in Life and Power. And he is 


manifeſt, who is the Power of God unto Salvation, 


unto all that Believe: And this Goſpel is not hid, 
but to thoſe that are loſt. 

Now, if ye turn your Minds to the Light of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, which is the Light of the Glorious Goſ- 
pel, ye will ſee that this Goſpel hath been hid from 
you; but if you wait in the Light, then will you 
come to know the Power, and the Power will raiſe 
the Life; and be that walketh in the Light, 1 

5 | | | abide 
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| abide in Darkneſs, but ſhall have the Light of Life. 


And fo give over profeſſing Words, which were ipo- 
ken from the Light, Life, and Power, while ye your 
ſelves are without Light, without Life, without 
Power, in a dead Form ; nay, this will not ſerve, 
this is an Abomination unto the living pure God; 
and all this will he burn and conſume, with the Sp7- 
rit of bis Mouth, and with the Brightneſs of his Com- 
ing. Now, fee what you have, that will anſwer to 
the Fire; for nothing will ſtand in his Preſence, 
(who is a Conſuming Fire) but that which will 
abide the Fire; and this ye ſhall certainly witneſs 
to be Truth, And ſo in this I have cleared my 
Conſcience, and laid before you, your Houſe and 
Building, which is without the true Foundation. 
And if ye turn your Minds to the Light, it will 


let you fee, you have no Bottom, nor Foundation, 


that can ſtand. | 
Oh! that ever ye ſhould be ſo Ignorant, Sottiſh 
and Blind, in this the Day of the free Grace of the 
Everlaſting God, which hath appeared unto all Men, 
which is ſo ſounded forth in your Ears; and yet ye 
will not come to ſearch and examine, where your 
Foundation, and Root, and Bottom is. If ye will but 
turn your Minds to the Light, ye will ſee, that ye 
have nothing at all, but that which is none of your 
own, which will ſtand you in no ſtead, which was 
written and ſpoken to others. Oh! that ever ye 
ſhould be ſo Blind, as to look upon this to be yours, 
in this Glorious Goſpel-Day of Light, when it is ſo 
clearly manifeſted, and the Goſpel freely preached 
to every Creature; and that ye ſhould be ſo care- 
leſs of your own Souls, as not to come to a Search. 
Oh! what will ye do in the end, when the Juſt and 
Righteous God calls you to an account! who 
hath ſent forth his Miniſters and Meſſengers, to 
preach the Glad Tidings of the Goſpel to the Poor, 
and Liberty to the Captive; and yet ye are as deaf 
Adders, will not hear: Yea, the Lord God ſeeth 
you, and knoweth your rebellious, ſtiff-necked, and 
G 4. uncir- 


E 
uncircumciſed Heart and Ears, and he will reward 
you according to your Works; and then your Pro- 
feſſion in Words, where vou have neither good Bot- 
tom nor Foundation, will not ſerve. For the Sword 
of the Lord is drawn, which cuts down all fruit- 
leſs Trees, and groundleſs Profeſſions; and your 
Forms and Covers are to be rip'd off, and ye will 
be found Naked, Miſerable and Blind. 

Therefore, now ye have time, prize it, and har- 
den not your Hearts, while it is called To Day, but 
Repent, and turn to the Lord, who waits to be Gra- 
cious, who will not give his Honour and Glory to 
another, but will be enquired of. Turn to the Light, 
which cometh from the Father of Lights, which 


draws your Minds towards God, and let this be 
your Teacher, and Leader. And here you will come 


to ſee your Blind Guides, which Chriſt Jeſus cries 
Moe againſt, who hath fo long devoured the Flock, 


and ſcatter'd them, who draw them from that, by : 
which the Lord teacheth his People; which is the 


Light, the Witneſs of God, which witneſleth for 


God, againſt all Sin and Uncleanneſs; and this they © 
draw People from, to look out at them, who are the 


Deceivers and Betrayers of your Souls. Therefore, 
as ye love your Souls, turn from them, and lay 


your Foundation on Chriſt the Light; for this is 
the Door, which every one that enters, goes in at; 


and whoſoever climbs up another way, is a Thief and 
a Robben; and this ye ſhall eternally witneſs. And 


ſo to the Light turn, and there wait, and there will 


you ſee the Betrayer of your Souls: And if ye do 
not turn to this Light, this Light ſhall be your 
Condemnation for ever, and ſhall find you out at 


one Day; and this ye ſhall witneſs, whether ye will f 


hear or korbear. A. E. 

Before this Paper was written, as T lay upon my 
Bed, I Jaw a Viſion of all the Profeſſions in the World, 
and it appeared unto me, as along, torn, rotten Houſe, 
fo Halter d, and ſo like to fall, as I thought, I never 
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An Epifile to Convinced Friends, in 1656. 
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aw a thing like it in all ny Life, ſo miſerable Old 
And Decay'd, and ſo ready for Deſtruition: And a Pity 
and aTenderneſs roſe in my Heart to the People; and 
© ſo in the Motion of God's Spirit Iwrit this Paper afore- 


M. Fell, 


* — 
III "Sug 
- 


1 Ear Friends, Brethren and Siſters, in the Eternal 


Light, by which we are gathered, which is our 
Teacher and Leader; which Light cometh from our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Captain of our Salvation, in 
whom is Life, and this Life is the Light of Men; 


who hath laid down his Life for his Sheep, and who 
gives unto his Sheep Eternal Life; and this Life is 
in his Son: Jour Righteouſneſs is of me, ſaith the 
Lord; and this is the Heritage of the Saints. And 
this you are made Partakers of, who walk in the 
Light, and dwell in the Light, ſhall have the Light 
of Life, and come to know the only true God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent, who is come a 
Light into the World; he that believes in him, ſhall 

not walk in Darkneſs, nor ſhall not periſh, but have 


„ > Everlaſting Life. And this is the Father's free Love, 


do ſend his only bezotten Son into the World, who 
is hated and rejected of Men, but choſen of God and 
2 Precious, who is become the Head of our Corner: 
Glory Eternal be to the Living God! on him are we 
built, in him are we rooted and grounded; he is our 
Foundation and Root, we his Off- ſpring, on whom 


il! we ftand faſt, unmoveable. This 1s the Corner- 


1 Stone, which all the Builders refuſe and diſallow: 
2 But on this Rock is the whole Church built, which 


is made of living Stones, ele& and precious, the 
Spiritual Temple, whoſe Maker and Builder 1s God. 
And now we having an High Prieſt over the Houſhold 
of God, let us draw near with a true Heart, in full 
: | aſſurance 


8 1 


aſſurance of Faith, having our Haarts ſprinkled From 


an evil Conſcience, and our Bodies waſhed with pure © 


Mater: Wherefore return to the Shepherd of your 
Souls, and unchangeable Prieſt, which is made with 
an Oath for ever, after the Order of Melchiſedeck, 
who is made Surety of a better Teſtament, who 
needeth not daily to offer Sacrifice, but he hath of- 
fered one Sacrifice, and for ever is ſate down at the 
Right Hand of God, from henceforth expecting, un- 


til his Enemies be made his Foot-ſtool. For by his a 


own Offering hath he perfected for ever them that 
are ſanctified; and of this the Holy Gho# is a Wit- 


them. 


which 1s better than other Names ; to which every 
Knee ſhall bow, and every Tongue confeſs. And 


now, that ye are made Partakers of a living, pure, 


* 
. 
1 
s 


(which is one in ail) which leads up to the Father of 
Light; and in the meaſure of Light received from 


2 
* 
Wh. 


the Father and Fountain of Light and Life, all wait þ* 


Now, dear Brethren, of this bear Witneſs, and of 
the Truth and Faithfulneſs of the Lord God, you 
may ſet to your Seals, all who abide in the Light, 
and depart from Iniquity, who name this Name, 
eternal, immortal Principle, which come from the 
living God, by which you may enter into the Ho- 

lieſt by the Blood of Jeſus, by this new and living 
Way, which he hath conſecrated for us through the 
Vail, (that is to ſay) his Fleſh : Therefore hold faſt 
the profeſſion of your Faith without wavering, for 
faithful is he that hath promiſed : And in the ſtrait 
and narrow way that leads to Life paſs on, that 
through the {trait gate you may enter, which fer 
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neſs to us, in the fulfilling of the Everlaſting Pro- 
miſe of the Lord God, who hath ſaid, I will put ay 


Laws in their Hearts, and in their Minds will I write 
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and all dwell; and to the Life, raiſed by the Im- 5 


mortal Word of Life, joyn your Minds; and paſs 
from the Death to the Life, that ſo you may come 
to know and witneſs the true Love that is. to the 


Brethren, 


22 

3 Brethren, where the Unity is, whereby ye all may 
e know that you are true Diſciples; in that you love 
rx one another; and here yon fulfil the whole Law, 
1 _ and keep the new Commandment, which your Lord 
„ and Maſter hath commanded. | 
Oo | Therefore, dearly beloved Brethren, conſider what 
f- _ ye are called to, and what ye are made to partake 
le of, even of a living, and pure, and holy Prieſthood, 
a a peculiar People ye are, and of the Holy Nation, 
is and of the Royal Seed. Now, with the Light, which 
it is Eternal, which ſearches, and tries, and examines, 
t- and weighs, and makes all things manifeſt, of what 
o- © fort it is. Let this ſearch and try you, how you 

grow up in the Eternal and Immortal Birth, and do 

not deceive your Souls: For except ye be born again, 


M Water and of the Spirit, ye cannot enter. Now fee 
> whether ye can read this in the Light; and whe- 


ther ye know, and ſee, and witneſs this in your own 

= particulars, yea or nay; and ſee whether you are 
not like Nicodemus, who ſaid, How can theſe things 
bes and whether ye are not ignorant of this. | 


and deal plainly with your own Souls; and let the 
judge, which ſtands at the Door, paſs Sentence upon 
you: Let the Time paſt ſuffice, that you have hid 
the Talent in the Earth, which you have received 
from the Lord to profit withal. And let the Earth 
give up her Dead, and the Sea give up her Dead, 
and Hell give up her Dead, and let all come to 
it judgment; and let Death and Hell be caſt into the 
Lake: And freely give up that which is for the 


Sword, to the Sword; and that which is for the Fire, 
to the Fire; that fo, thoſe who are dead in Sin, may 


= ariſe. For what avails it elſe, for you to take the 
1... Profeſſion and Form of the living Truth? For if the 
it Dead riſe not, ye are yet in your Sins, and your Faith 
„ vain. Therefore {ce what you are doing: For it 
1s not the Sayer, but be that doth the Will of my Fa- 
| ther, and many ſhall be called, and few choſen. Now 
ſee with the Light, which is Eternal, that ye are 
| | | | not 


Therefore, all come down to the Witneſs of God, 


[ 94 ] 


not only of the many which are called, but of the 
few which are choſen; and give all diligence, not 
to make only your Calling, but your Election ſure, 
And Friends, your Day of Calling 1s come ; ye are 
called out of the World, and ſeparated from the 


World. by the Call of the Living God: The Light _ 
calls out of Sodom and Egypt, where the many are. 
Therefore do not deceive your ſelves, for ye are ſome - 


of the many that are called; and ye are made Par- 


takers of that which calls continually, the Voice 


behind, which cries, This is the Way, walk in it; 


why will ye die? Now conſider, how you hearken 


to this Holy Call, and how you are obedient to it, 
and how you are ſubject, and how you are taught 


and guided, by the meaſure of God's Spirit: For all 
the Children of the Lord are taught of the Lord, and 


in Righteouſneſs are they eſtabliſhed. Now, ſearch 
with the Light, which 1s Eternal, whether ye are 
eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs and Purity; if ye are 
not, then mind the Teachings of the Lord: For he 
that walks in the Light, as he is in the Light, the 
Blood of Feſus cleanſeth from all Sin, Now examine, 
Whether ye are cleanſed, whether ye are purged, 
whether ye are waſhed; for if ye walk an the Light, 
then ye witneſs cleanſing and waſhing. | 

And beware of betraying the Juſt and the Inno- 
cent in yon (I warn you, and charge you, as you 


Will anſwer it to the Lord) with a Form and Pro- 
feſſion of the Truth, without the Life, and fo be- 
tray your own Souls: But to the pure Eternal Prin- 
ciple of the Lord God all turn, and keep your 
Minds unto this, which is given unto you, for the * 
Redeeming and Ranſoming of your Souls from the 
Captivity and Bondage of Sin and Corruption; and 
hearken diligently to that of God, that your Souls 
may live; and that you may ſee your Saviour, 
who ſaves his People from their Sins, and ſo witneſs 


the Salvation of your Souls: Ye are made Partakers 


of the tree Grace of God, which brings Salvation | © 
ſo let it be your Teacher and Leader, And beware Wl 


of 
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of turning this Grace into Wantonneſs, which is 
able to ſave your Souls; but receive with Meekneſs 
the Ingrafted Word, that the Milk thereof ye may 
witneſs, and as new-born Babes, deſire that you may 


grow thereby: And ſo the Word that is nigh, in the 


Heart, which is the Word of Faith which we preach; 


which Word was in the beginning, (by which Word 
the Heaven and the Earth was made) which we have 


heard, which we have ſeen, which our Hands have 


+ handled, this we declare unto you; and to the Mea- 


ſure of this in you, am I made manifeſt; and my 


© Toy and Life is, that you would take heed to your 
> own Meaſures received, and be true and faithful to 
that which is able to ſave your Souls; that eternal 
pure Redemption ye may come to witneſs, and the 
> Unity of the Faith, &c. and ſo joyning to the Body, 
= which holdeth the Head, from which the living 
Vertue is received; that ſo you may grow up as 


lively Plants in the Garden of God, which now he 


is dreſſing, and watering, and pruning, that to him 


Fruit may be brought forth, who is the Lord of the 
Vineyard, and the Huſbandman, who purgeth every 


Plant that beareth Fruit, that it may bring forth 
more Fruit; and every Branch that beareth not 
Fruit, he taketh away. Now ſee with the Eternal 
Light, whether you bring forth Fruit unto God: 
For every Tree is known by its Fruit; and every 
* *Z Branch, which the Lord planteth, brings forth Fruit, 
2 (not only Leaves, but Fruit.) Now ſearch, whether 
= you bring forth Fruit, or Leaves: For that Tree, 
that is in the Garden, and brings forth nothing but 
Leaves, is to be cut down. | 

Now, Friends, deal plainly with your ſelves, and 


let the Eternal Light ſearch you, and try you, for 


the good of your Souls; for this will deal plainly 
with you; it will rip you up, and lay you open, 
and make all manifeſt which lodgeth in you; the 

& ſecret Subtilty of the Enemy of your Souls, this 


Eternal Searcher and Tryer will make manifeſt. 


Therefore all to this come, and by this be Og 
/ an 
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and judged, and led and guided; for to this you 
muſt ſtand or fall: And if you turn from this, 
This is a ſwift Witneſs againſt the Adulterer and 
Sorcerer, and from this you cannot flee; and in 
this I have cleared my Conſcience ; and for the good 
of your Souls I have written this, who deſires that 
you might all be where I am, that ſo we might all 
be one. And ſo the Lord God of Life and Power 
keep you all in his Fear, that the Lord God you 
may ſerve and honour, that yaur Hearts may be 
kept clean, and the Secrets of the Lord ye may come 
to know, which none ſhall ever know, but thoſe 
that fear him; and this ye ſhall eternally witneſs: 
And therefore, I ſay again, Fear the Lord God, that 
ſo the pure Wiſdom ye may come to learn: For 
dreadful and terrible 1s the Lord God; and the Day 
of the Vengeance of our God is come, in which he 
renders to every one according to his Deeds; and 
the Backſlider, and the Revolter, and the Diſobedi- 
ent Ones, and the Careleſs, and the Slothful, and 
thoſe whoſe Minds are at Liberty, and will not 
abide in the Croſs of Chriſt; all theſe ſhall receive 
according to their Deeds. - = 
Therefore, dear Friends, abide in the Croſs, and 
keep your Minds to that which is pure; ſo that you 
may come to witneſs the Enmity flain, and the Hand- 
writing of Ordinances blotted out, and nailed to the © 7 
Croſs, and you crucified to the World, and the World 
to you; and conſider one another, and provoke one 
another to Love and to good Works; not forſaking 
the Aſſembling of your ſelves, but exhorting one 
another, and ſo much the more, as you ſee the Day 
approaching. And dwell in Love and Unity, in 
the pure Eternal Light, there is your Fellowſhip, -* 
there is your Cleanſing and Wathing. And here is 
the Myſtery to all the Diſobedient ones. And the 
everlaſting God, of everlaſting Light, and everlaſt- 
ing Lite and Power, keep you all here faithful to 
your own Meaſure; that fo the Reſurrection and the 
Lite ye may witneſs, and the living Bread you _ K 
| | ee 
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u feed on, which, whoſoever eateth of, ſhall never die. 
„ S8 o God Almighty be with you, and preſerve you all 


4 | faithful in Chriſt Jeſus. 1 

. From your Dear Siſter in the Unchangeable Love 
d | | of Chriſt, who defires, the good of all your 
1 Souls, . 


14 : : | | Margaret Fell. 


8 
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An Epiſtle to Friends, 1656. 


Riends, and Brethren, in the Eternal Light, 
I Life, and Power of the Eternal Spirit, where 
our Unity ſtands, Greeting; Grace and Peace be 
= multiplied amongſt you, that in the Unity of the | 
Spirit you may dwell; for they that are joined to the | 
Lord, are one Spirit, and Heart, and one Soul. My | 
> dearly Beloved in the Innocency of the Lamb, keep | 
your Station and Habitation, there will you come 
to read your Peace, there will you come to know 
2 your Lite to come from the Head Jeſus Chriſt, in 
6” whom are hid all the Treaſures and Riches; in him 
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ww 5 who is pure, all dwell, that you may receive of his | 
. fulneſs, Grace for Grace; that you may be like- | 
-ul minded, having the ſame Love, being of one Ac- ” 
10 WW cord, and of one Mind, that, you may know the 
ne Myſtery of the Fellowſhip, and be in that Myſtery, | 


in Unity with the Brethren; that ſo you may come 
15 to be one with them in their Sufferings, in their 

Tryals, Travels, Troubles, Buffetings, Whippings, 
Stockings, Priſonings, Beatings in the Synagogues, 

Halings before Magiſtrates, who are ſent as Lambs 
TP among Wolves, amongſt whom there is no mercy ; 
2 1 (but the Innocency of the Lamb Preſerves them) 
a. and upon whom the Everlaſting Seal is ſet, for he — 
3 shall have the Victory, who 1s King of Kings, and 
is Lord of Lords; who is Cloathed with a Veſture 
as dip'd in Blood, and his Name is called The of” 25 
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God; and the Armies which are in Heaven follow 
him, Cloathed in fine Linen, White and Clean; and 
out of his mouth goeth a ſharp two-edged-Sword ; 
and with it he {mites the Nations, and he Rules 
with his Iron Rod, and he treads the Wine-preſs of 
the Fierceneſs and Wrath of the Almighty God: 
And this is he, who ſhakes the Nations, and there- 
fore they are Angry, all is on a Fire, and on a 
Flame; Myſtery Baby/on, the Mother of Harlots, 
her Abominations are come up into remembrance of 
the Almighty, and he is giving her double; and his 
Everlaſting Word is he ſounding forth through the 
Nations in this his Day. The flying Angel is gone 
forth, who hath the Everlaſting Goſpel to Preach 


unto them that dwell on the Earth, unto every Na- 


tion, and Kindred, and Tongue, and People, call- 


Ing for the fear of God, and his Worſhip, who hath . ; 


made Heaven and Earth. So, Dearly Beloved, if 


there be any bowels of Mercy towards the Suffering 
Seed and Generation, where Death hath paſled over 
them: Let bowels of Pity reach unto that Seed, 
which the everlaſting love of God is to, which lies 


as in the open Field, where no Eye pities but tge 
Lord, whoſe time is a time of Love, for now he is 
Viſiting in an acceptable time, and ſending forth his 
Meſſengers to call in the Out-caſts of 1/rae/, and the 7 
Diſper ſed of Fudah, who will gather in his Ele& *# 


WR E 


from the four Winds of the Heavens, and from tge 
four Corners of the Earth. Oh! Dear Hearts, put 


your Hands to this Work, and be not ſlack, but 


up and be doing, in the Name and Power of Jeſus; 
and in the fear of the Lord, offer freely to his Ser- 


vice, that in the freeneſs and willingneſs of your 


Spirits, your Brethren may be refreſhed by vout 


freeneſs in the Spirit unto the Lord; who bears tge 


heat of the Day, who areas a Butt, which the Po Ww -- 


ers of Hell and Death ſhoot at. So the Lord God 
of Power open your Hearts by his Eternal Spirit, 
and enlighten your Underſtandings, that you may 


know the Love of God, which palleth Knowledge; 
80 | . that] 
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* © that as you have received freely, freely you may 
| give. So God Almighty, of Life and Power, pre- 


3 _- ſerve you in his Fear, and Obedience of his Grace, 


S _ your dear Siſter in the Life of Truth, 
f 1 | A, F. 


1 
" 


5 A Letter to Samuel Fiſher, 1656. 
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je I Year Brother, in the pure Love which endures 
1e for Ever, do I write unto thee, that unto the 


-h Witneſs of God in thy Heart I may reach, which 


a- is one in all, the ſame for evermore; who is mani- 
l- Fﬀeſted in his Eternal Spirit, the Firſt Fruits, and the 
th Firſt-Born among many Brethren ; who is gathering 
if in his Elected Seed into his Fold, which is the Seed 
1g of the Promiſe; Children, not of the Bond-woman, 
er but of the Free, who abide in the Faith, who ſeek- 
2d, eth after Righteouſneſs, looketh unto the Rock from 
jes whence they are hewn. They who ſeek the Lord, 
he look unto Abraham their Father, who was called out 

of his own Country, and unto Sarah, who ſaith, 
Caſt out the Bond- woman and her Son (and Abraham 
hearkned) I have called him alone, faith the Lord, 
and Bleſſed him, and Increaſed him. And the Lord 


is coming to comfort Sion, and will make her Wil- 
derneſs like Eder: He hath brought his Righteouſ- 
neſs and Salvation near, and his Judgment a Light 
Hor his People to walk by, Glory to God for ever- 
more. Oh! my Dear Friend, he hath called thee, 
"Rand choſen thee for his Work and Service, to bear 
his Name, and his Teſtimony , give up freely to 
bis Will, from whom thou haſt receiv'd freely. A- 
W -brabam was a Friend of God, and the Lord ſaid, 
= Shall I bide from Abraham that which ws in my heart? 
and Chriſt ſaith (who according to the Fleſh is of 

the Seed of Abraham) 3 I can call you no 
e; ]Wnore Servants, but Friends; for the Servant Anoweth 


not 
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not what his Lord doth; ye are my Friends, when ye 8 
do whatſoever I command you. So, Dear Heart, here 


for my Father's Work in the Spirit, I have written 


„„ 2 
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is the Knowledge of the Lord manifeſted, where the 
Command is kept, and where the Faith is dwelt in: 


T have finiſhed my Courſe, I have kept the Faith, ſaith | 


the Apoſtle; and all who are of Faith, are of Abra- 
ham; and where the pure Commandment and the 
Faith is kept, there is nothing bid, which ſhall not be 


8 


made manifeſt, nor nothing covered, but it ſhall s 
ſeen: and who knows the Son, knows the Father alſo; © 
and he that loves him that begot, loves him that is be- © 
gottenof him. Dear Heart, in much Tenderneſs ane 


Bowels of Love have I written unto thee; though I * 
know thee not after the Fleſh: But knowing thee _* 
to be a Member of the Body, and a choſen Veſſel 
unto thee. So the Eternal God of Power and Wif- © 
dom make thee Obedient and Willing in this Day of 
his Power, „ . EL 

M. F, 


ye F FOR 

Mana ſetb-Ben-Ij rael. 
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Good Tidings to the Meek, Liberty to 
the Captives, and of n of the 
Priſon Doors. 
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—— Who bath believed our Report, and to whom is the A of 
the Lord revealed, Iſa. 53. I. 
== 1am found of them that ſought me not, and 1 ſaid, behold 


me, behold me, unto a People that was not called by my 
Name, la. 65. 1, 2. 


He is deſpiſed and rejected of Men, a Man of ſorrows, and 
acquainted with grief, and we hid as it were our faces 
from bim, he was deſpiſed, and we eſteemed him not, 
Ha. $3 3: 
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: TO THE 
Fewiſh and Hebrew NATION, 


HO are ſcattered up and down the face 
of the Earth, through their Rebellion a- 
gainſt the Lord, and for the breaking of 
his Commandments, and Statutes which he Com- 
manded them by his Servant Moſes, which the Lord 


ſent to bring their Fore-fathersout of Agypt, Deut. 4. 
Therefore now bearken O Iſrael unto the Statutes and 
= FZdgements which I teach you, for to do them, that ye 
= may live, ver. I. Tour eyes have ſeen what the Lord 
did becauſe of Baal-peor : For allthe men that followed 
Baal. peor, the Lord thy God bath deſtroyed them from 
among you, Ver. 3. | 


When Iſrael was a Child, then ] loved him, and 


called my Son out of Agypt, ſaith the Lord, Hoſea 


11. I. And David ſaith, Thou haſt brought a Vine 


e of Eeypt: thou haſt caſt out the Heathen, and 


lanted it. Thou prepareſt room before it, and dideſt 
cy it to take deep root, and it fill d the Land, 


=X Pal. 80. 8, 9. But now O I/rael, is that fulfilled 
upon you, which My/es the Servant of the Lord fore- 


told of you, Deut. 4. 18, 19. who was ſent to bring 


ael ont of Agypt, who ſaid, When thou ſhalt be- 
det Children, and Childrens Children: and ſhall have 


remained long in the Land, and ſhall corrupt your 
ſelves, and make a graven Image, or the likeneſs of 
any thing, and ſhall do evil in the fight of the Lord thy 
God, to provoke him to anger, I call Heaven and Earth 
to witneſs againſt you this day; that you ſhall ſoon ut- 
terly periſh from off the Land whereon ye go over 
Fordan to poſſeſs it. Te ſhall not prolong your days 
upon it, but (hall utterly be ay ee And the Lord 
ſhall ſcatter you among the Nations, and ye ſhall be 

H3 few 
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few in Number among the Heathen, whither the Lord 
ſhall lead you; and there you ſhall ſerve Gods, the 
work of mens hands, wood and ſtone, which neither 
ſee nor bear, nor eat, nor ſmell: which is now ful- 
filled upon you this day, ver. 25, 26, 27, 28. Yet 
the Lord teſtified againſt I/rae/, and againſt Fudah, 
by all the Prophets, and by all the Seers, ſaying, 
turn you from your evil ways, and keep my Command- 


ments, and my Statutes, according to all the Law 


which I commanded your Fathers, and which I ſent to 
you by my Servants the Prophets : notwithſtanding 


they would not hear, but bardned their necks, like to 
the necks of their Fathers, that did not believe in the _ 
Lord their God: but rejedled his Statutes, and his 


Covenant, 2 Kings 17. 13, 14. CT 
And therefore the Lord rejected 1/rac/, and af: 


flicted them, and delivered them into the hand of 


the Spoilers, (for he rent 1/7ae! from the Houſe of 
David and Solomon) and they made Feroboam the Son 
of Nebat King, 2 King. 17. 23. and ver. 20, 21. So 
the Lord hath removed 1/7 ae! out of his ſight, as he 
ſaid by his Servants the Prophets ; for ſaith the Lord 
unto Feremy : Though Moſes and Samuel ſtood before 
me, yet my mind could not be towards this People, 


caſt them out of my ſight, and let them go forth, Jer. 
15. 1, 2. So Captive into Babylon were they car- | 
ried, and caſt out from the ſight and preſence of 


the Lord, and turned into Darkneſs, where you are; 
Though the Lord hath often called you by his Ser- 
vants the Prophets, as he did by Feremiab, when he 
made him go down to the Potters Houſe, and ſhewed 
him the Veſſel that was made of Clay, was marred 
in the hand of the Potter, ſo he made it again ano- 
ther Veſſel, as it ſeemed good to the Potter: Then 
ihe word of the Lord came to Feremiah, ſaying, Ob 
Houſe of Iſrael, cannot I do with you as this Potter, 
faith the Lord. Behold as the clay is in the Potters 


hand; ſo are ye in my hand, Oh houſe of Iſrael, as 


you may read Feremiab the 18th, throughout the 
Whole Chapter, OEM | 


: Therefore 
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Therefore hear the word of the Lord, thou who 


g art called Mannaſjeh Ben Iſrael, (who art come into 
this Engliſh Nation, with all the reſt of thy Bre- 


© thren) which is a Land of gathering, where the 


Lord God is fulfilling his Promiſe, who hath ſaid, 


nf 
Fs 


for a ſmall moment have T forſaken thee, but with 


. great mercy will I gather thee, a. 54. 7, 8. And 


this is fulfilling in our Day. And the Rod which 
\ Iſaiah Prophecied of, which ſhould come forth out 
of the ſtem of Feſſe (to wit the Meſſtab) and the 


3 


Branch that grows out of his Roots, and the Spirit 
of the Lord reſts upon him, the Spirit of Wiſdom 
and Underſtanding, the Spirit of Councel and of 


Might, the Spirit of Knowledge, and of the fear of 
the Lord, 1/aiah 11. And with Righteouſneſs doth 
he judge the Poor, and reprove with equity for the 
meek of the Earth. And he doth ſmite the Earth 
with the Rod of his Mouth, and with the breath of 
his Lips doth he ſlay the wicked, and he is ſet up an 
Enſign for the Nations, and he aſſembles the out- 
caſts of 1/rae!, and gathers together the diſperſed of 


Fudaß from the four corners of the Earth, and this 


is fulfilling in this our day, in this Nation; Glory 
and Praiſes be to the living and faithful God for 
evermore. Therefore you who from the Lord is 
turned and gone aſtray, ſee from whence ye are fal- 
len, from the living and true God, are ye driven 
and ſeparated. If thou wilt return Oh Iſrael faith 
the Lord, return unto me; and if thou _— ut a- 
way thine abominations from before me, thou ſhalt not 
remove; and thou ſhalt ſwear, that the Lord liveth 
in truth, in judgment, and in righteouſneſs, the Na- 
tions hall bleſs themſelves in him, and in him ſhall 
they glory, Jer. 4. 1, 2. 

But now the viſion of I/azah the Son of Amos, 
which he ſaw concerning Fudah and Feruſalem, in 
the days of Uziah, Fot ham, Abhas and Hezehiah 
Kings of Fudah, is fulfilled upon you, Hear Ob 
Heavens, and give ear, Oh Earth, for the Lord bath 


Y | ſpoken; I have nouriſhed and brought up Children, 


4 and 
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and they have rebelled againſt me. The Ox Knoweth 
his Owner, and the Aſs his Maſters Crib, but Iſrael © 
| doth not know, my People doth not conſider, Iſa: 1. 


1, 2. To what purpoſe is the multitude of your Sacri- 
fices unto me, ſaith the Lord, I am full of burnt Of- 
ferings of Rams, and the fat of Beaſts, and I delight 
not in the blood of Bullocks, or of Lambs, or of hee 
Goats. When ye come before me, who hath required 
this at your hands, to tread my Courts; bring no 
more vain Oblutions; incence is an abomination unto 


me; your new Moons, and Sabbaths, and calling of © 
Aſſemblies, I cannot away with it, it is iniquity, even 
your ſolemn Meetings, and your appointed Feaſts my 
Soul hateth, they are a trouble unto me, I am weary © 


to bear them : and when ye ſpreadforth your bands, 1 
will hide mine eyes from you ; yea, when you make 


many prayers, I will not hear; your hands are full of 


blood, Iſa. 1, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. Here the Lord 
God teſtifies againſt you, and the abomination of 
your Worſhip; and here you are found worſhipping 


the imagination of your own Hearts, which the Lord 


God declares againſt; this is fulfilled upon you this 
day; and here you are feperated from the true and 
living God and his worſhip, and know him not fo 
much as the Ox knows his Owner, or the Aſſe his 
Maiters Crib; therefore ceaſe from your abomina- 
tion, and turn to the living God, and him dread, 
and him fear, who is the dread of all Nations, at 
whoſe preſence the mountains ſhall melt, and the 
Hills be removed, and the Rocks rent, who is a 
conſuming fire to the wicked; now is he riſen who 
ſhakes terribly the Earth, and brings down all the 


loftineſs of Man, and the haughtineſs of Men, and 


the Lord alone 1s to be exalted in this his day. 
Therefore hearken diligently that your Souls may 
hve; and give not your Money, for that which is 
not bread, nor your labour for that which periſh- 


eth: but hearken to the pure Law of God in your 


- vonbth which Moſes told 1{-ac/, ſhould be in their 
eart, I 
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th © If thou wilt hearken to the voice of the Lord thy 
el God, to keep his Commandments and his Statutes, 
IJ. which are written in this Book of the Law, and if 
1 thou turn unto the Lord thy God with all thy 
/- - Heart, and with all thy Soul, for this Command- 
hr ment which I command thee this day, is not hidden 
ze from thee, neither is it far off. It is not in Heaven, 
4 that thou ſhouldeſt ſay, who ſhall go up for us to 
20 Heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear 
to it, and doit; neither is beyond the Sea, that thou 


ſhouldeſt ſay, who ſhall go over the Sea for us, and 
bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it; but 


the Word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and 
in thy heart, that thou mayeſt do it, Deut. 30. Io, 


II, 12, 13, 14. Therefore return to the Law and 1. . 28. 
to the Teſtimony, if they ſpeak not according to 


> this word, it is becauſe no mourning is in them, 


that ſo you may witneſs this Scripture falfilled, The 
* People that walked in darkneſs have ſeen a great 
* light, they that dwell in the land of the ſhadow of 
death, upon them bath the light ſhined, Iſa. 9. 2. 


2 Moſes the Servant of the Lord faith ; The Lord thy 


bod will raiſe unto thee a Prophet from the midſt of 


| N | thy Brethren, unto him ſhall ye hearhen, And the Deut. 18 
Lord ſaid unto me, I will raiſe them up a Prophet 
lie unto thee; and will put my words into his mouth, 


dl and be ſhall ſpeak unto them all that I ſhall command 


him : and it ſhall come to paſs, that whoſoever will not 
hearken unto my words which he ſhall ſpeak in my 
name, I will require it of him. Therefore as ye love 
your Eternal peace, hearken to the Prophet which 
the Lord hath raiſed, who ſaith go not forth, but 
{aith, the word is nighin thy mouth, and in thy heart, 
as Moſes did: And if ever you come to know the 
true and living God, you muſt hearken to this Pro- 
phet which calls your minds to within, for by this 
doth the living God teach his People himſelf. But 
this Law, and this Teſtimony hath been ſealed up 
from you, according as 1/a;ah Prophecied, I/. 8. 16. 
And therefore hath he been for a ſtone of n 
„„ or 


15 18. 


it may be unto yon, a Lamp unto your Feet, and a a 
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for a rock of offence, to both the Houſes of T/rae}, 


for a gin and for a ſnare to the Inhabitants of Feru- - 
ſalem. And therefore have many among you ſtum- * 


bled and fallen, and been broken, and ſnared and 1 
taken. And David ſaith, The mouth of the Righteous 
Speaketh Wiſdom, and his tongue talketh of Fudgment : 


the Law of God is in his heart, none of his ſteps ſhall 


ide, Pſal. 38. 30. 31. Bleſſed is the man that walk- 
eth not in the Counſel of the Ungodly, but his deligbt 
ig inthe Lau of the Lord, and in his Law doth he me- 
ditate day and night, Pſal. 1. The Law of the Lord s: 
perfect, converting the Soul; the Teſtimony of the Lord 


7s ſure, making wiſe the Simple, Pſal. 19.7. So to : 


the ſure Law and Teſtimony turn your Minds, that 


Light unto your Paths. And the Days are come, 
which the Prophet Feremy propheſied of, Behold, the 


Jer 31. days come, faith the Lord, that I will make a new Co- 


31, 32, 


33) 34. 


venant with the houſe of Iſrael, and with the houſe of J 


Judah; not according to the Covenant that T made with © 


their Fathers, in the days that I took them by the hand 
zo bring them out of the Land of Egypt, which my Co- 


de nant they brake, although I was an Husband unto 


them, ſaith the Lord. But this ſhall be the Covenant + 
that I will make with the houſe of Iſrael, after thoſe © 


days, ſaith the Lord, I will put my Law in their in- 


ward parts, and write it in their hearts, and I will be 


their God, and they ſhall be my People. And they ſhall 


teach no more every man his neighbour, and every 


Prophet, Becauſe ye have ſaid, We bave made a Cove- 


mam his brother, ſaying, Know the Lord, for they ſhall 
all know me, from the leaſt even unto the greateſt of 
them, faith the Lord. And the Lord, by the Pro- 
phet Ezcke! ſaith, Therefore will J ſave my Flock, 
and they ſhall no more be a prey : and I will ſet up one 
Shepherd over them, and he ſhall feed them, even my 
ſervant David, and he ſhall be their Shepherd : and 1 
the Lord will be their God, and my ſervant David a 
praiſe amongſi them, T the Lord bave ſpoken it, Ezek. 
34. „2, 23, 24. And the Lord faith by Jaiah the 


nant 


pY | 1 % 
el, nant with Death, and with Hell we are at agreement : 
r- ohen the overflowing Scourge ſhall paſs through, it 
m- "ſhall not come unto us; for we have made Lyes our | 
nd refuge, and under Falſhood have we hid our ſelves. e 
7775 I Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, Behold, I lay | 
Iz Sion for a foundation, a Stone, a tryed Stone, a pre- 
Jall © ious Corner Stone, a ſure Foundation; be that believeth 
lh. ſhall not make haſte : Fudgment alſo will he lay to the 
be Line, and Righteouſneſs to the Plummet, Iſai. 28. 15, 
we 16,17. And the hail ſhall ſweep away the refuge of lyes, 
s and the waters ſhall overflow the hiding place, and jour 
xd covenant with Death ſhall be diſannull d, and your a- 
to greenent with Hell ſhall not ſtand, when the over- 
at _ flowing ſcourge ſhall paſs through; then ſhall you be 
la trodden down by it. Therefore now, that ye may _ f 
je, eſcape the overflowing Scourge, and be hid in the ; 
he Day of the Lord's fierce Wrath; turn to the Lord 
„ God, who calls you, who waits to be gracious to you, 
and give over making a Covenant with Hell and 
th Death, and of making Lyes your Refuge; for that 
nd will not ſtand in this the Day of the Lord's pure 
- _ appearing, For the tryed Stone is rijen, the ſure 
o Foundation, who lays Judgment to the Line, and 
nt _— Righteouſneſs to the Plummet; and nothing will be 
ſe accepted of him, but that which is pure and juſt. 
7- __ Therefore to the pure Light and Law in the inward 
Pants turn your Minds, which ſhews you your evil 
Deeds, and makes manifeſt Sin and Evil, and ſhews 
> you the Thoughts of your Hearts (which are vain). 
that lodgeth in you. This will rip you up, and lay 
you open, and make all the Deceit of your Heart 
0- = appear, that which none can accuſe you of, which 
„„ > you act in ſecret, this will reprove, this teacheth in 


* : 
ORs 
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Q 
— 
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1e ſecret, and is always preſent, when you are upon 
y pour Beds; this is preſent, where-ever you go, or 
> whatever you are about, from this you cannot fly; 
2 WF Els is the Voice which calls behind you, This is 
k. the Way, walkin it. Here you will come to drink 
e of the ſtill Waters of Shiloh, which go ſoftly, which 
„che Lord ſpoke of to 1/azah the Prophet, ſaying, 


Foraſ much 


T1101 i 
Foraſmuch as this people refuſeth the Waters of Shiloab 


which goeth ſoftly, and rejoyce in Regin, and Remalias by 
Son: Now therefore the Lord bringeth upon them the 


waters ſtrong and many, even the King of A4jjyria, Iſai. 
8. 6,7. And David ſaith, Thou haſt ſet our Iniquities 
before thee, and our ſecret Sins in the Light of thy 
Countenance, Pſal. 90 8. And again he ſaith, He 
that dwelleth in the ſecret place of the moſt high, ſhall 
abide under the Shadow of the Almighty, Plal. 91.1. © 
So here is your way to know the living God, it ever 


you know him to your Peace; and no other way 


under Heaven ſhall any one ever know him by. 


Therefore now, to the Law and to the Teſtimony _ 
written in your Hearts, the Word which is nigh, in 
the Heart, which Moſes ſpeaks of; here keep the Faſt  - 
to the Lord: For this is the Faſt which he hath cho- 


ſen, to looſe the Bonds of Wickedneſs, and to undo the 
heavy Burthens, and to let the Oppreſſed go tree, and 


that ye break every yoke. Then ſhall thy Light break 2 


forth as the Morning, and thy Health ſhall ſpring - : 
forth ſpeedily; and thy Righteouſneſs ſhall go be- 
fore thee, and the Glory of the Lord ſhall be thy | : 


Rereward. And if thou draw out thy Soul to the | ; 


hungry, and ſatisfie the afflicted Soul; then ſhall thy |.” 
Light ariſe in Obſcurity, and thy Darkneſs be as the | 


 Noon-day. And the Lord ſhall guide thee continual- 
ly, and ſatisfie thy Soul in drought, and make fat 


thy Bones. And thou ſhalt be like a water'd Gar- 
den, and like a Spring, whoſe Waters fail not, ai. 
£8 6, 8,9, 10, II. | - 

Therefore I/-ae/, ariſe and ſhine, for thy Light is 
come, and the Glory of the Lord is riſen upon thee; . | 
for behold, the Darkneſs ſhall cover the Earth, and | 
groſs Darkneſs the People: But the Glory of the 
Lord ſhall rife upon thee, T/az. 60. 1, 2. So this is 
the Day of thy Viſitation : Awake, awake, ſtand up, 
O Ferufalem, which haſt drunk at the Hand of the 


Lord the Cup of his Fury, thou haſt drunken the 
Dregs of the Cup of Trembling, and wrung them 


out, And yet there 1s none to guide thee 1 
| "x 


BW. 
all the Sons which thou haſt brought forth, neither 
is there any that taketh thee by thy hand, of all the 
Sons that thou haſt brought up, 1/az. 51. 17, 18. And 
the Lord hath ſeen this, and wonder'd that there 1s 
no Interceſſor. Therefore hath his Arm brought Sal- 
vation unto thee, and his Righteouſneſs hath ſuſtained 
thee. And the Redeemer is come to Sion, and unto 
them that turn from tranſgreſſion in Jacob, ſaith 
the Lord. As for me, this is my Covenant with 
them, ſaith the Lord, My Spirit which is upon thee, 
and my Words whichT have put in thy Mouth, ſhall 
not depart out of thy Mouth, nor out of the Mouth 


of thy Seed, nor out of the Mouth of thy Seeds Seed, 
— * faith the Lord, from henceforth for evermore, 1/az. 


59. 20, 21. „„ 
Thus faith the Lord, Where is the Bill of your 
Mother's Divorcement, whom I have put away? or 


to which of my Creditors is it to whom I ſold you? 


2 Behold, for your Iniquities have you ſold your ſelves, 
And for your Tranſgreſſion is your Mother put away. 


Is my Hand ſhortned at all, that it cannot redeem ? 


or have I not power to deliver? Behold, at my Re- 


> buke, I dry up the Sea, and make the Rivers a Wil- 


derneſs. I clothe the Heavens with Blackneſs, and 
make Sackcloth your Covering. The Lord hath 
given me the Tongue of the Learned, that I ſhould 
know how to ſpeak a Word in ſeaſon to him that 
Is weary, Vai. 50. 1, 2, 3, 4. Thus faith the Lord, 
Behold my Servant, whom I uphold, mine Elect in 
whom my Soul delighteth; I have put my Spirit 
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upon him, (vis. the Meſſiah) He ſhall bring forth 
Judgment to the Gentiles. A bruiſed Reed thall he 
not break, and the ſmoaking Flax thall he not 
quench : He jhall bring forth Judgment unto Truth 
he ſhall not fail, nor be diſcouraged, till he hath ſet 
Judgment in the Earth; and the Iſles ſhall wait for 

his Law, 1/ai. 4.2. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
Therefore to this pure Law turn your Minds, and 
wait; for this is He which brings Salvation rom 
ews 
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Fudah an Inheritor of my Mountain, and mine Elect 


ſhall inherit it, and my Servants ſhall dwell there, - * 


They ſhall not build, and another inhabit ; they 


ſhall not plant, and another eat. For as the Days 


of a Tree, are the Days of my People, and mine E- 
le& ſhall long enjoy the Work of their Hands, Jai. 
56.9, 22. Therefore fear the Lord God, and give 


over looking outward; for now the Lord is gone : 


forth as a mighty Man, and his Jealouſie is ſtirring 


up like a Man of War: And now is he Roaring a. 
gainſt his Enemies. I have long holden my peace, 


{aith the Lord; I have been ſtill, and refrained my 


felf: Now will I cry like a travelling Woman... 

will deſtroy and devour at once, and I will make 
Waſte Mountains and Hills, and dry up all their 
Herbs; and I will make the Rivers Iſlands, and! 
will dry up all their Pools; and I will bring the 
Blind by a Way that they know not, and I will lead 
them in Paths that they have not known, and I will | 
make darkneſs light before them, and crooked things 
ſtrait: And theſe things will I do unto them, and 
not forſake them. And they ſhall be turned back, | 
they ſhall be greatly aſhamed, that truſt in graven 


Images; that ſay to the moulten Images, Ye are our 
gods. Hear ye deaf, and look ye blind, that ye may 
ſee: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, (ſpoken of the 


Meſfrab) becauſe the Lord hath appointed me to preach 


good Tidings to the Meek, he hath ſent me to bind 


up the Broken-hearted, to proclaim Liberty to the 
Captives, and the opening of the Priſon to them 


that are bound, to proclaim the acceptable Year of 


the Lord, and the Day of Vengeance of our God. 
and to comfort all that mourn, to appoint unto them 


that mourn in Sion, to give them Beauty for Aſhes, 
and the Oil of Joy for Monrning, the Garment of 
Praiſe for the Spirit of Heavineſs, that they might 
be called the Trees of Righteouſneſs, the Planting of 
the Lord, that he might be glorified, : p 
5 n 


. 
5 
* FN 


Jews and Gentiles: The Ele& obtains Deliverance, | 
Iwill bring forth a Seed out of Jacob, and out of 


VT pu 


[ 11 3 1 4 
And now is the Lord God planting, and now 1s 
he gathering unto his Sheep-fold, where there 1s but 


one Shepherd. The Lord is well - pleaſed for his 


Righteouſneſs ſake , and now is he magnifying his 


\ Righteous Law, and making it honourable ; and ful- 
- filling his Promiſe, and teaching his People himſelf, 
buy the pure Law written in the Heart, 1/az. 42. 13, 14. 
and ſo forwards, and 1/az. 61. I, 2, 3. 


Therefore to this Law turn your Minds, to the 
pure Light in your Conſciences, that you may come 


to witneſs the Word of the Lord fulfilled, that came 
to Jeremiah : For lo, the days come, ſaith the Lord, 
that Twill bring again the Captivity of my people Iſrael 


and Fudah, ſaith the Lord, and I will cauſe them to 


return to the Land which I gave to their Fathers, and 
they ſhall poſſeſs it. And theſe are the Words which 


the Lord ſpake concerning Jrael, and concerning 
Judah. For thus faith the Lord, We have heard a 
Voice of trembling, of fear, and not of peace: Ask 
ye now, and ſee whether a Man doth travail with 


1 Child. Wherefore do I ſee every Man with his Hands 


on his Loins, as a Woman in Travail, and all Faces 
are turned into paleneſs? Alas, for that Day 1s great, 
ſo that none is like it: It is even the time of Jacob's 


trouble, but he ſhall be ſaved out of it. For it ſhall 


come to paſs in that day, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
that I will break his Yoke from off thy Neck, and 
will burſt thy Bonds; and Strangers ſhall no more 
{ſerve themſelves of him, but they ſhall ſerve the 
Lord their God, and David their King, whom I will 
raiſe up unto them, Fer. 30. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. 

Behold, the Days come, ſaith the Lord, that I will 
raiſe unto David a righteous Branch, and a King ſhall 
reign and proſper, and ſhall execute Judgment and 
Juſtice in the Earth; and in his Days, F«dab ſhall 
be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell ſafely : And this is 


his Name whereby he ſhall be called, The Lord our 
| Righteouſneſs, Fer. 23. 5, 6. | 


Go and proclaim theſe words towards the North, 
and ſay, Return, thou backſliding Jrael, faith Wo 
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Lord, and I will not cauſe mine anger to fall upon E. 
vou; for I am merciful, faith the Lord, and will th 


not keep anger for ever, Fer. 3. 12. 
And now that the Lord calls you, turn to the 
Lord, that you may come to ſay, Surely after that 
I was turned. I repented, and after that I was in- 
ſtructed, I ſmote upon my thigh, Iwas aſhamed, yea 
even confounded, becauſe I did bear the reproach of 
my youth, Fer. 31. 19. Deut. 30. Return, ye back- 
fliding Children, and 1 will heal your backſliding, 
faith the Lord. Behold, we come unto thee, for 


thou art the Lord our God. Truly in vain is Salvati- 


on hoped for, from the Hills, and from the multitude 
of Mountains: Truly the Lord our God is the Sal- 


vation of 1/rac!, And now is the Lord riſen, ane 
his Light is ſhining; and the Gentiles come to his 


Light, and the Kings to the Brightneſs of his Riſing; | 
they all gather themſelves together, they come toge- 
ther, thy Sons ſhall come from far, and thy Daugh- 
ters ſhall be nurſed at thy ſide. The Eyes of the 
Blind ſhall be opened, the Ears of the Deaf ſhall be 


unſtopped ; then ſhail the lame Man leap as a Hart, 1. 
and the Tongue of the Dumb ſing : For in the Wil- 1 
derneſs ſhall Waters break out, and Streams in 
the Deſart, and the Parched Ground ſhall become a a 
Pool, and the thirſty Land, Springs of Water; and 
the Habitation of Dragons, where each lay, {hall be 
Graſs, with Reeds and Ruſhes; and an high Way |: 


hall be there, and a Way that {hall be called a Way 1 


of Holineſs, the unclean {hall not paſs over it, but 
it ſhall be for thoſe: the way-faring Men, though "7 


Fools, {hall not err therein, 1/az. 35. 5, 6,7, 8. Bring 
forth the blind People that have Eyes, and the 
Deaf that have Ears: Let all the Nations be ga- 
thered together, and let the People be aſſembled; 


who among them can declare this, and ſhew us 


former things? let them bring forth their Witneſſes, 
that they may be juſtified; or let them hear and 
fay it is truth, T/az. 43. 8, 9. Therefore turn to the 
Lord, that your deat Ears may hear, your pas 

| yes 
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Eyes ſee, and the Lame may leap like an Hart, and 


the Dumb ſing. And you, who are erred and gone 
aſtray from the Lord, return, that you may know 


, _wour Habitation to be in the Lord: For Cain, who 
went from the Command of the Lord, was driven 
dut that Day from the face of the Lord, and a Fu- 
Rgitive and a Vagabond he is, and knows no Habita- 


tion. And ſo is all the untoward Generation, who 
from the Lord God is turned. I taught Ephraim al- 
ſo to go, ſaith the Lord, taking them by their Arms, 
but they knew not that Thealed them: I drew them 
with the Cords of a Man, and with the Bands of 
Love. And I was to them, as they that take off the 
> Yoke that laid on their Jaws, and I laid Meat un- 
to them, H. 11. 3,4. | | 
Noc the free Grace of the everlaſting God is of- 
fered to you this Day; and therefore return to the 
pure Light, and Law written in the Heart, which 
1s ſpiritual, juſt and good, and by that let your 
Minds be guided and led up to God, who is Light, 
who hath ſaid, I will be a Light to Jrael. There- 
fore ſhall the Lord, the Lord of Hoſts, ſend among 
the fat ones leanneſs, and under his Glory he ſhall 
> kindle a Burning, like unto the burning of a Fire. 
And the Light of 1/7ae/ ſhall be for a Fire, and his 
Holy One for a Flame, and it ſhall burn and de- 
vour his Thorns and his Briars in one day, Hai. 10. 
10, 17. And this Scripture ye ſhall witneſs fulfilled; 
Lt and therefore repent, and return ſpeedily to the 
Light, which now ſhines in your Conſciences, which 


5 ſhews your Sin and Evil, which will turn your 
Minds toward the living God, and lead you into the 
way of Truth. And by no other way under Heaven 
= {hall ye ever know the true and living God; for the 
time is come, which 1/azah propheſied of, hai. 2. 

2, 3. And it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt days, ſaith 
the Lord, that the Mountain of the Lord's Houſe 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the top of the Mountains, and 
{hall be exalted above the Hills, and a!l the Nations 


mall dow unto it. And many People ſhall go _ 
3 lay, 


EE. g 
ſay, Come ye and let us go up to the Mountain of 
the Lord, to the Houſe of the God of Jacob; and - 
he will teach us of his Ways, and we will walk in 
his Paths, for out of Sion ſhall go forth the Law, 
and the Word of the Lord from Feruſalem. | 

Therefore to the Law that goes from Sion, which 
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the Lord God hath written in the Heart; and to 
the Word that goes from Feruſlem, which is nig, 
in the Heart, and in the Mouth; for the Lord is 
exalted, he dwelleth on high, he hath filled 50% 
with Judgment and Righteouſneſs, Jai. 33. 5. Sion 1 
mall be redeemed with Judgment, and her Converts _ ' 

: = ( 


with Righteouſneſs, T/a. 1. 27. 
For there {hall be a day, that the Watchmen up- 
on mount Epbraim ſhall cry, Ariſe ye, and let us 
go up to Sion, unto the Lord our God, Fer. 31. 6. 
In thoſe days, and in that time, ſaith the Lord, the  - 
Children of ael ſhall come, they and the Children 
of Fudah together, going and weeping, they ſhall go 
aud ſeek the Lord their God, they ſhall aſk the way += 
to Sion, with their Faces thitherward ; ſaying, Come, 
and let us joyn our ſelves to the Lord, in a perpe * 
tual Covenant that ſhall not be forgotten, Fer. 50.” 

4,5. Now, if you will know the Way to Sion, turn 
your Faces thitherward, and turn your Minds to 
That of God, which joyns to the Lord; which calls 
your Minds in, out of the viſible and outward. 
things, unto that which is inward and inviſible : For | 
God is an inviſible God, and no Mortal Eye can be- 
hold him; and that Eye, which ſees God, is invi- 
1iblez and that Ear that hears God, is inviſible, and 
that which worſhips God, is inviſible; and the Houſe. 
where the Lord God is worſhipped, is inviſible : And 
this you ſhall witneſs to be the way to Sion, if ever 
you know it, or find it. Thus faith the Lord, the + 
Heaven is my Throne, and the Earth is my Footſtool, | 
where is the Houje that ye will build unto me? where is Fo 
the place of my Reſt © for all theſe things bath my hand 
made; and all theſe things hath been, ſaith the Lord. 
Bat to this Man will T look, even to him that is gout, | 
| : . and 


fo | [ og, ] | 
d end of a contrite Spirit, and trembleth at my word, 
in Ia. 66. 1, 2. , | - 8 
„ _ Now here you may ſee where the Lord will be 
- worſhipped, not in outward Temples, or outward 
h _. Synagogues made with hands; But the time is come, 
that the Lord will be worſhipped in Spirit, in the 
„ © inward man. Therefore ceaſe from your outward 
is» Temples and Synagogues, for the day is come, that 
„ the Idols of Silver and Gold, which every one hath 
„ made for himſelf to worſhip, they muſt be caſt to 
ts the Moles, and to the Bats. Their Land alſo is full 
of Idols, they worſhip the work of their own hands, 
hat which their own fingers have made, 11a. 2. 20. 8. 
s And he will cauſe their Idols utterly to aboliſh ; for 
the fear of the Lord is riſen, and the glory of his 
e Majeſty, he who ſhakes terribly the Earth is come; 
for the voice of them that flee, and eſcape out of the 
o Land of Babylon, doth declare in Sion, the vengeance 
y = of the Lord our God, the vengeance of his Temple: 
e. For Babylon is to be deſtroyed by the vengeance of 
the Lord, and of his Temple. Read the 50th, and 
„ the 51/t Chapters of Feremiah, and there you may 
Read at large the Controverſie that the Lord hath 
with Babylon, and her Idols. A voice of noiſe from 
the City, a voice from the Temple, a voice of the 
m | FI 00 rendreth recompence to his Enemies alſo, 
Ja. 66. 6. . „„ | 
. And God ſaid unto Abraham, thou ſhalt keep my 


© 
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Covenant, thou and thy Seed after thee, in their 
4 Generations, and ye ſhall Circumciſe the fleſh of 
„ your foreskin, (which was a Type of the inward) 
and it ſhall be a token of the Covenant betwixt me, 
rand you, Gen. 17. 11. And Moſes the Servant of 
„the Lord ſaith: And now, Oh Vrael, what doth 
„the Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear the 
F Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, and to love 
bim, and to ſerve the Lord thy God with all thy 
„ Heart, and with all thy Soul, to keep the Command- 


ments of the Lord, and his Statutes which I com- 
mand thee this day for thy good. Behold the Hea- 


ven, 
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1 
ven, and the Heaven of Heavens is the Lords, thy 
God, the Earth alſo, with all that therein is, only 


the Lord had a delight in thy r do love 5 7 


them, and he choſe their Seed after them, even you 
above all People, as it is this day. Circumciſe there- 
fore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more 
ſtiff necked, for the Lord your God, is God of Gods, 
and Lord of Lords, a great God and mighty, and a 
terrible, which regardeth not perſons, nor taketh 
reward, Dear. 10.-12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. 


And again, when Moſes Prophecied of the return 
of the Captivity, Deut. 30. from the 1ſt, to the 


6th. And he ſaith, the Lord thy God will Circum- 
ciſe thine heart, and the heart of thy Seed to love 
the Lord thy God, with all thy Heart, and with all 


thy Soul, that thou mayeſt live. For thus ſaith the 


Lord to the Men of Fudah and Jeruſalem, Break up 
your fallow ground, and ſowe not among thorns: 
Circumciſe your ſelves to the Lord, and take away 
the foreskin of your hearts ye men of Fudeh, and 
Inhabitantsof Jeruſalem, leaſt my fury come forth 
like fire, and burn that none can quench it; be- 
cauſe of the evil of your doings. This Circumciſion 


is not outward; therefore to that Spirit which Cir- 


cumciſeth the heart, turn your minds, to that which 
rents the heart, and plows up the fallow ground, 
and waſheth awaythe filth of Sin, and taketh away 
the hardneſs of your hearts. David cried, Waſh me 
thorowly from mine Iniquity, and cleanſe me from my 
Sin, purge me, and I ſhall be clean, waſh me, and J 
fall be whiter than ſnow, Pſal. 51. O Feruſalem, 
waſh thine heart from wickedneſs, that thou mayeſt 


be ſaved, how long ſhall thy vain thoughts lodge | 


within thee? Ferem. 4. 14. And it ſhall come to 
paſs, that he that is left in Sion, and he that re- 
maineth in Feruſalem, ſhall be called holy, even 
every one that is written among the living in Je- 
ruſalem: When the Lord ſhall have wathed away 
the filth of the Daughter of Sion, and ſhall have 
purged the blood of Feruſalem from the midit there- 
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of, by the Spirit of Judgment, and by the Spirit of 
burning. And this is the Circumciſion, this plows 


up the fallow-ground of the heart. 

Therefore to that which Circumciſeth the heart, 
turn your minds to within; for that is not Circum- 
ciſion which is outward, but that is Circumciſion 
which is of the heart: And we are the Circumciſion, 
who worſhip God in the Spirit, and have no Confi- 
dence in the Fleſh ; and this, if ever you know the 


true and living God, you ſhall bear teſtimony to, 


to be Truth and Love to your Souls. 

Therefore to the pure Law of God written in the 
Inward parts turn your Minds, that ſo you may 
come to love the Lord with all your heart, and be 
Circumiſed with the Circumciſion made without 
hands, which purges away the filth of Fleſh and 
Spirit, and tenders your Heart, and changeth your 
Natures; for this is that which availeth, even the 

And for your Sabbaths, which ye look upon to 
be outward, this likewiſe you muſt come to know 
to be within; for them that eſcape from the Sword, 
which have been carried away unto Babylon, muſt 
know, their reſt, and their dwelling-place to be in 
the Lord. For the Lord God of your Fathers hath 


ſent unto you his Meſſengers, riſing up betimes, be- 


cauſe he had compaſſion on you, and on his dwel- 


ling place. But you have mocked the Meſſengers of 


God, and deſpiſed his words, and abuſed his Pro- 
phets, until the wrath of God roſe againſt you. 
Therefore hath he brought upon you the King of 
the Chaldees, who hath {lain the young-men in the 
Houſe of your Sanctuary, and hath had no compaſ- 
ſion. And all the Veſlels of the Houſe of God, and 
they have burnt the Houſeof God, and broken down 
the Walls of Feruſalem, and all to fulfil the word of 
the Lord, until the Land had enjoyed her Sabbaths: 


For as long as ſhe lay deſolate, ſhe kept Sab- 
baths, as you may read in 2 King. 36. And now is 


the time come, and accompliſhed, that your Ene- 
SE | F2 mies 
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mies are to be puniſhed, and ye may come to know 
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your Sabbath, and your reſt in the Lord : For lo, 


the days come, faith the Lord, that I will bring a- 
gain the Captivity of my People 1/rae/, and Judah, 


and I will cauſe them to return to the Land that I 
gave to your Forefathers, and they ſhall poſſeſs it. 
For I know the thoughts that I think to you, ſaith 
the Lord, even the thoughts of Peace. Then ſhall 


ou call upon me, and ye ſhall go and pray unto 
me, and I will hearken unto you, and ye ſhall ſeek 


me, and find me, when ye ſhall ſearch for me with 


all your hearts, LY - 
In thoſe days, and at that time, will I cauſe the 


branch of Righteouſneſs to grow up unto Davzd, 
and he ſhall execute Judgment and Righteouſneſs in 
the Land. In thoſe days ſhall Judah be ſaved, and 
Feruſalem ſhall dwell ſafely, and this is the Name 


ouſneſs. For thus ſaith the Lord, David ſhall never 
want a man to fit upon the Throne of the Houſe of 1/- 
rael, Jer. 33, 16, 17. This is he that is the Lord 
of the Sabbath. And when thou comeſt not to turn 
away thy foot from this Sabbath, and call this 


Sabbath a delight, then ſhalt thou delight thy ſelf 


in the Lord, and he ſhall cauſe thee to ride upon the 
high place of the Earth. _ 


Therefore turn to the Lord God, who is the reſt 
of his People, and turn your Minds to the meaſure 


of God's Grace in you, by which the Lord God 


Jeads, and teacheth, and guides his People, and 
there you will come to know and find the true Sab- 
bath, and reſt to your Souls. For with ſtammering 
lips, and another tongue, will he ſpeak to this Peo- 


ple, to whom he ſaid, this is the reſt, wherewith ye 


may cauſe the weary to reſt, and this is the refreſh- 


ing, yet they would not hear, /. 28. 11, 12. 


And now is that fulfilled which Ho/ea ſpoke of in 
the 2d Chapter, ver. 11. I will alſo cauſe all her 
mirth to ceaſe; her Feaſts, her New Moons, and 
her Sabbaths, and all her ſolemn Feaſts, And all 


your 


 wherewith he ſhall be called, The Lord our Righte- 


E De 


your outward Waſhings, and Carnal Ordinances, 
and Sacrifices, 1s the Lord wy of, they are abo- 
mination unto him; he that killet 

ſlew a Man, he that ſacrificeth a Lamb, as if be cut 
off a Dogs neck, he that offereth an Oblation, as if 
he offered Swines blood; he that burneth Incenſe, 


as if he bleſſed an Idol. Yea, they have choſen 


their own ways, and their Soul delighteth in their 
abominations, 1/a. 66. 3. — 

Sacrifice and Offerings.thou doſt not deſire, mine 
ears haſt thou opened: Burnt- Offerings, and Sin- 
Offerings, thou haſt not required; and David ſaith, 
O Lord, open thou my lips, and my mouth ſhall 


ſhew forth thy praiſe: for thou deſireſt not Sacri- 


fice, elſe would I give it; thou delighteſt not in 
burnt-offerings. The ſacrifices of God are a broken 
Spirit, a broken and a contrite heart, O God thou 
doeſt not deſpiſe, P/al. 51. 15, 16, 17. For I the 


Lord love Judgment, I hate Robbery for Burnt-of- 


ferings, IT will direct their work in truth. And I 
will make an everlaſting Covenant with them, 1/a. 
61. 8. For I deſired mercy, and not ſacrifice ; then 
then ſaid I, lo I come, in the volume of thy book 
it is written of me, I delight to do thy will O God; 
yea, thy Law is within my heart, E/ al. 40. 7, 8. 
This is the Offering the Lord accepts, this is the 
facrifice the Lord delights in, the knowledge of God, 
the keeping of his Law, the fulfilling of his will. 
Therefore to the Lord God turn, for Obedience is 
better than ſacrifice, and to hearken, than the fat 
of Rams: And in the obedience to the pure meaſure 
of the Light and Law of God, you will come to 
know the inward waſhing and cleanſing, and fo 
come to anſwer the Lord, who faith, Waſh you, 
and make you clean, put away the evil of your do- 


ings from before mine eyes; ceaſe to do evil, learn 


to do well, ſeek Judgment: Come now and let us 
reaſon together ſaith the Lord, though your fins be 
as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as Snow; though 


they be red like Crimſon, they ſhall be as Wool; if 
8 | I 4 | ye 


han Ox, as if he 
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ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the good of 
the Land: but if you refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall be 
devoured with the Sword; for the mouth of the 
Lord hath ſpoken it, J. I. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20. 

Therefore give over your outward waſhings, your _. 
outward Obfervances, and Ceremonies, and Carnal _ 3 
Ordinances, they are beggerly, and the Lord abhors 
them; your Temple, and your Synagogues, that is 
outward,yourCircumciſion,that ;soutward,your Sab> => 
bath, that is outward, your Burnt-Offerings and Sar 
crifices which are outward, your calling of Atlem- 

blies and Solemn Feaſts, for all thoſe things ſaith the 
Lord, doth my Soul hate. For behold the Lord will 
come with Fire, and with Chariots like. a Whirl-wind, 

to render his Anger with fury, and his Rebukes with 
flames of Fire: For by Fire, and by his Sword will 

the Lord plead with all Fleſh, and the (lain of the 
Lord ſhall be many, Ja. 66. 15, 16. For behold 
the Whirl-wind of the Lord goeth forth with fury, 
a continuing Whirl-wind, it thall fall with pain up- 
on the head of the Wicked, the fierce Anger of the 
Lord ſhall not return until he hath done it, until he 
bath performed the intent of his heart; in the lat- 
ter day ye ſhall conſider it, Fer. 30. 23, 24. 

Therefore Conſider this, ye that forget God, leſt 
tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver: 
Now you have Time prize it, this is the Day of 
your Viſitation, wherein the Lord God hath viſited 
you, and called you, and ſhewed you the way of 
Peace, which ſhall be an Eternal Witneſs for the 
living God againſt you, if ye rebel againſt it; for 
Rebellion is as the Sin of Witchcraft, and Stubborn- 
neſs, is Iniquity and Idolatry ; and if ye reje& the 
word of the Lord, he will alſo reject you. So turn 
to the Lord who calls you, why will ye die? that 
ſo you may come to know the living and true God, 
who deſires that all ſhould be ſaved, and come to 
the Knowledge of the Truth; who calls, Turn 
again O Virgin of 1/rae/, turn again to the Ci- 

ties; how long wilt thou go about, O back-ſliding 

3 - Daughter; 


123 
Daughter; for the Lord hath Created a new thing 
| in the Eaath, a Woman ſhall compaſs a Man; but 
to you this is a Myſtery, and to all who are run- 
ning Abroad, Whoring in your Imaginations; there- 
fore to that Spirit of God, which calls your Minds 
within to turn, that ſo you may come to witneſs 
: 9 your Law to be inward, written in the heart, and 


your Covenant new, which cannot be broken. And 
this is the Covenant which the Lord made with 4- 
bBrabam, and your Temple to be Spiritual, which is 
made of living Stones, Elect and Precious, and your 
Circumciſion to be inward of the heart, in the Spi- 
rit, and not in the Letter: That ſo you may come 
to offer the Sacrifice of a broken and contrite heart, 


which is the Sacrifice God accepts; and to be obe- 

dient to the meaſure committed to you, which is | 
better than your outward Sacrifice. And ſo that | 
you may not only be the Jew outwardly, and ſo be | 
found to be the Synagogues of Satan, but that you J 
may be the Jew inwardly, whoſe Praiſe is not of 1 
Men but of God. And when you come to know q 


this Condition, then will you know your King, 4 
when he reveals himſelf; and this is the way that [ 
nis ſet before yon, and by no other way ſhall you 
ever come to know the true and living God. 
7 And ſo as Moſes ſaid to your Foretathers; I call 
Heaven and Earth to Record this Day againſt you, 
that I have ſet before you Life and Death, Bleſ- 
ſing, and Curſing, therefore chooſe Life, that both 
thou and thy Seed may live. That thou mayeſt 
love the Lord thy God, and that thou mayeſt obey 
his voice, and that thou mayeſt cleave unto him, 
for he is thy Life, and the length of thy Days; 
that thou mayeſt dwell in the Land which the Lord 
# {ſware unto your Fathers, to Abraham, to Jſaac, and 
to Jacob, to give them, Deut. 30. 19, 20. 

I Charge thee Manaſſeth-Ben-Iſrael, as thou wilt 
anſwer it before the living God, that thou let this 
be read and publiſhed among thy Brethren, and go 
abroad among them where they are ſcattered. 


Given 


> 

Given forth by one Redeemed from Babylon, and 
Egypt, by the Mighty Power, and out-ſtretched 
Arm of the Lord, to which Power all Nations ſhall 
bow and tremble, who hath ſet up an Enſign for 
the gathering of the Nations together, who deſires 
the good of all Souls, and waits for the Redemption, 
and the bringing back out of Captivity of the whole 
Seed; which the Promiſe and Covenant of the Lord 
is to: That they may ariſe and come out of Babylon, 
Sodom, and Egypt, and with us ſerve the Lord in 
the Land of the living. And this ſhall be anſwered . 7 


with that of God in all Conſciences. 

The Figures, and the Types, and the Shadows 
are ceaſed, the Lord God 1s departed out of them, 
and the Subſtance of them is come, the Holy Seed = 
is riſen, the Subſtance thereof; the Lord hath ſent * 
the ſtrength of his Rod out of Sion, who is the Co- 7 
venant of Light; to open the Blind Eyes, and bring 
out the Priſoners out of Priſon, and them that fit in 
Darkneſs, out of the Priſon-Houſe, that they may 2 
ſing a new Song unto the Lord, and his Praiſe from 
the end of the Earth. And the day of the Lord's 


Mt * 
2 > 


. Power is come, in which he makes his People wil? 
ling, and as many as receive him, to them he gives 
Power. 2 


M. Fell. 
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| F orms, and Gather'd Churches, 
(as they call them) of what ſort ſoever, 
To try their Ground and Foundation by. 


: I . 
, 14 Tryal by the Scriptures, who the falſe Prophets 
; 


3 


5 I are, which are in the World, which Foba ſaid 
ſhould be 1 in the /aft Times. By M. F. 


1E thus 7 the Ind Behold, 1 lay in Sion 

%J or a foundation, a Stone, a tryed Stone, 4 Precious 
* Corner-Stone, a ſure Foundation, Ifa. 28. 16. 
The Stone which the Builders refuſed, is become the 
head Stone of the corner, Plal. 18. 22. 

Moro therefore ye are no more ſtrangers and foreigners, 
but fellow-citizens with the Saints and of the houſhold 
= of God, and are built upon the foundation of the Apo- 

ies and Prophet, Feſus Chriſt bimſelf being the 

chief Corner-ſtone, Eph. 2. 19, 20. 

Unto you therefore which believe is he precious, but 
unto them which be diſobedient, the Stone which the 
Builders diſallowed, the ſame is made the head 125 the 
corner, 1 Pet. 2.7. 
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PIO all the Profeſſions of the World: And to all 
the Forms which all the Profeſſors live in. 


To the Light in all your Conſciences, which comes 
from Jeſus, who is the Father's Covenant of Light 


and Life. The Lamb, who 1s the Light of all the 
Nations that are ſaved, which now ſhines in all 
vour Conſciences : To this in you all do I ſpeak, 
that with it you may ſearch and try your ſtanding, 
and ground, and foundation. The Church is in 


God the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; Chriſt Je- 
ſus the Corner Stone, who hath ſaid, Upon this Rock 


207 T build my Church. 


Paul writ to Timothy how to behave himſelf in 3 
the Houſe of God, which is the Church of the living 


God, the Pillar and Ground of Truth. For, faith 
he, Without Controverſie, great is the Myſtery of God- 
{ineſs, God. manifeſted in the Fleſh, juſtified in the 
Spirit, ſeen of Angels, preached unto the Gentiles, be- 
freved on in the World, received up into Glory. 

Now Profeſſors, look about you, and ſee where 


a 55 1 
your footing, and where your foundation is; who 


do profeſs a God and a Chriſt afar oft, and deny the 


Light of Jeſus Chriſt which maniteſts him come in the 


Fleth. How can you know him, or confeſs him in 
the Fleſh, who deny him to be manifeſted in you? 
What ground have ye to build upon, when you 
know nothing of him, but what ye have from a Pro- 
feſſion without yon? Oh conſider ſeriouſly ! and 
turn your Minds to the Light, which will let you 
fee your Foundation to be rotten and ſandy ; which 
ye fooliſh Builders are building in your Iinagina— 
tions, Babel in the Air, profeiling the Scriptures 


without, which were declared and ſpoken from a 


living and eternal Principle within. But where is 
your Foundation? where is your Ground? where is 
your Root, who deny the Corner Stone, Jeſus Chriſt, 
as he 1s the Light and Rock of Ages, which all the 
Prophets and Apoſtles, and holy Men of God, are 
founded and built upon? A Profeſſion of this only y_ 
5 an 
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Rand you in no ſtead; for the Holy Seed is rifen, 


the Subſtance of all, and the Life of the Scriptures 
which ſpoke them forth 1s manifeſted. The Word, 


which was 1n the beginning, which was with God, 


which Word was God; and whole Name 1s called 


© The Word of God, who lives for evermore. This 
Word, which we have ſeen, which we have heard, 
* which our hands have handled; this we declare un- 


to you: By which Word the World was made, and 
without which nothing was made that was made. 
This is manifeſted and witneſſed, Praiſes, living 
Praiſes be to the living God. And this is he that 
will break to pieces all your rotten Profeſſion, you 
cannot ſtand before him: His Rod of Iron, where 
he rules, will daſh you all to pieces, ye Pottherds of 
the Earth, who have ſet up an Image; the little Stone 


cut out of the Mountain without Hands, ſtrikes at 


it, and overturns its Foundation ; you and your 
Diana ſhall fall, and the Stone ſhall become a 
great Mountain ; the Mouth of the Lord of Hoſts 
hath ſpoken it. „ 15 

And you, who take the Words ſpoken from the 
Life of God, and profeſs them, and God and Chriſt 
without you, and ye perſecute the ſame Life which 
gave them forth, which now is made manifeſt in his 


People: Ye make up the meaſure of your Fore- 


farthers, who ſlew the Prophets, and ye garnith their 


Sepulchres : Ye are in their ſteps, who killed the 


Prophets, who beat the Servants, and would allo 
kill the Heir; your Fruits make you maniteſt. Ye 
are the Graves which Men go over, painted Sepul- 
chres, with Words and Profeſſions, but within are 
full of Rottenneſs, and dead Men's Bones. The 
Candle of the Lord God is lighted, by which he 
ſearcheth Feruſalem, and hath found you out: The 


Day of the Lord, which is coming upon you, which 


makes all things manifeſt, this will lay you open; 
To the Light in all your Conſciences do I ſpeak, 
that to it you may turn, to ſee what ye know of 
the living God there, there be is unknown to. you 
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yet, as he was to the Athenians, whom ye alſo igno- 
rantly worſhip, though he be not far from every one 
of you. Therefore put him not far off you, but call 
upon him while he is near, and ſeek him while he 

mlay be found. If ye will hear his Voice, harden 
not your Hearts, while it is called To Day. Now 


you have time, prize it; this is the Day of your 


Viſitation. Your Profeſſion without you will not 
ſerve you, it ſtinks in the Lord's Noſtrils; and all 
your Righteouſneſs ſhall be ſpread as Dung upon 
your Faces, it 1s as filthy Rags, it ſhall paſs away, 
and never be mentioned. He is come, who con- 
vinceth the World of Sin, of Righteouſneſs, and of 
Judgment ; therefore your Righteouſneſs, which is 
not the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, is condemned 
by him, who 1s the Righteouſneſs of the Father, and 
the expreſs Image of his Subſtance. The glorious 
Brightneſs of his Coming makes manifeſt the Man 
of Sin, who hath ſo long ſitten in the Temple of 
God, exalted above all that is called God in you; 
the time is come, wherein he is revealed. Therefore 
ceaſe from your Abominations, and outward Profeſ= | 
ſions of Forms and Colours, without the Life, Power | © 
and Purity of Truth it ſelf. For the glorious Light 
makes you manifeſt, and all your Covers are too 
narrow, the Woe from the living God is to them; 
and all Coverings, which are not by his pure Spirit, 
are to be rent. And thongh ye may ſeem fair on 
the outſide, this will not hide you; He who ſearch- 
eth the Heart, and tryeth the Reins is come, before 
whom all Secrets are bare and naked. | 5 
Therefore turn in to the meaſure of the Light, 
which ye have received from the Fountain of Light, 
and ſee what ye have there in poſſeſſion. There you 
Will find your Houſe unſwept and unclean; and the 
Moman that had loſt the Groat, fought without, 
but ſhe found it not, till ſne came to ſweep her own 
Houſe, and there ſhe found it. This Parable ye 
mult read within: Jeſus Chriſt likened the Kingdom 
of Heaven unto a Merchant-man. who was _— 
. for 
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for goodly Pearls, and found one, and when he had 
found it, he was to ſell all and buy it. And again, 
he likeneth the Kingdom of Heaven to a little lea- 
ven which a Woman hid in three Meaſures of Mea], 
till it was leavened; though you have the Letter 
without you, yet theſe Parables ye have to learn. 
Now turn to the Light, and there ye will come to 
ſee and know the Myſteries of God, which to the 
World are Parables; and to all you who deny the 


Light. Though ye ſhould get all the words of the 


whole Scriptures in your Brains and Comprehenſion, 
ſo long as ye deny the Light, and turn your Minds 
from the Light, and ſeek to know theſe things 
without you, ye ſhall never know them, but they 
ſhall be as a Book Sealed unto you, the depth and 
the myſteries of them ye cannot know. Therefore 
as ever ye defire to know the Myſteries of God, 
which are hid from all the World, and the Worlds 
Profeſſion, though never ſo high, turn to the Light, 
wait 1n the Light, keep your Minds within to the 
Light, and walk in the Light, which checks you, 
and convinceth you of Sin and Evil, and diſcerns 


the thoughts of your Hearts, and lets you ſee the 


out-goings of your Minds, and diſcerns every ſin- 
ful Luſt, even in the very appearance and riſing of 
it, this is that which the Lord God Teacheth in 
this his Day; which Teacher never is removed into 
a corner, to them who hearken diligently, and turn 


their Minds to it. 


This is the Eye which is blind in all the World, 
though they have eyes they ſee not, and ears they 


hear not, and hearts they do not underſtand ; the 
God of this world hath blinded this eye, and his 


Miniſters would keep it blind, and ſhut up, and de- 


ny it to be a Teacher ſufficient. And ſo your Lea- 
ders cauſe you to err, who are blind, and lead you 
that are blind, and ſo ye may follow them, till ye 
both go into the Pit. But if ever ye come to know 
the living God, ye muſt turn your minds to the 
Light which is in vou, of which Chriſt Jeſus faith, 


take 
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take heed that the Light that is in you be not Dark- 
neſs; for then how great is that Darkneſs ? And fo 
all your blind guides which keep your minds from 
this Light which is in you, lead you into Darkneſs, 
and fo then how great is that Darkneſs? But turn- 
ing your Minds to this Light, and joyning your 
Minds to it, and hearkning toit, then will ye come 
to ſee this blind eye opened. And the blind Man, 


which hath been born blind from his Birth will come 


to ſee, and his eyes will be anointed with eye-ſalve, 


which thoſe blind Guides, which leads you from 
the Light, never knew. And this ye ſhall witneſs 


to be Truth: If ye turn your minds to the Light, 
then will ye come to ſee what I ſpeak, and witneſs 
me to be true, and all your blind Guides Lyars, 
who deny the Light, and would not have you to 
mind the Light, but hate the Light, and love Dark- 
neſs rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds are evil. 
But the Light 1s riſen, glory for evermore, which 
1s their Condemnation, and hath found them out, 
who are the Thieves and Robbers who have gone be- 
fore, and climb up another way. But Chrift Jeſus 
faith, I am the door of the Sheep, all that ever 
come before me are Thieves and Robbers. I am the 
Door, by me if any Man enter, he ſhall be ſaved, 
faith Chriſt Jeſus, who is the Light. And theſe 
Thieves and Robbers who deny the Light, draw 
from the door Chriſt Jeſus, by which all that ever 
are Saved enter, who 1s the good Shepherd, and who 
hath given his Life for the Sheep. But he that is 
an Hireling, and not the Shepherd, whoſe own the 


Sheep are not, ſee not themſelves to be the Wolves; 


for they are blind, the God of this World hath 
blinded their eyes, who deny the Light, and ſo they 
leave the Sheep and flee. And the loſt Sheep of the 


Houſe of I/rae/, which Chriſt Jeſus is ſent to ſeek 


and to ſave they know not, but let the Wolf in e- 
very boſom deſtroy the Sheep of their Flock. But 
now is the Shepherd of the Sheep come, whoſe own 
the Sheep are; who is the good Shepherd, and 2 

is 
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his Sheep, and is known of them; who hear his 
voice, and know his voice, -and he puts forth his 
own Sheep, he goes before them, and the Sheep fol- 
low him, for they know his voice, and a Stranger 
will they not follow. Glory and Praiſes be to the 
living God for ever, who 1s redeeming his Sheep 
from the mouths of the Wolves and Devourers, who 
have ſcattered them upon every Mountain and Hill 


in the cloudy and dark da 


But now 1s the Light of the glorious Goſpel riſen, 


and beautiful upon the Mountains are the feet of 


them that bring glad tidings of this Goſpel, that 


* * publiſh Peace, that ſay unto Sion, thy King reign- 


eth. To all who defire to know the way to Sion 
doth this voice cry to turn their faces, to the light 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who came riding upon an Aſſes 
Colt, to the joy and rejoycing of all $zozs Children. 
Therefore turn again, all you who are wandring 
from Mountain to Hill, ſeeking reſt, but finding 


None. Turn to the light in every one of your Con- 


ſciences ; this is the word of Faith which wepreach, 
which Moſes taught Iſrael, and the Apoſtle Paul the 
Romans, which is nigh in the mouth, and in the 
heart : Here is your Teacher, if you hearken to the 
pure light, which ſhews you the deceit of your 


Hearts, and your unclean thoughts, from which 


Proceeds uncleanneſs, which the light makes mani- 


feſt, which will rip you up, and reprove you in 


ſecret. The Lord God of Life and Power is fulfil- 
ling his everlaſting Covenant in this his Day; he is 
writing his Law in the heart, and putting it in the 


inward parts, that none need ſay know the Lord, 


but all who turn to the meaſure of God ſhall know 


4 him, from the leaſt to the greateſt of them. And 


by no other way or Name under Heaven ſhall ye 
know the living God, but by this pure Light and 
Law written in the Heart. Here will ye come to 
witneſs the Lord to be your God, and your King, 
and your Law-giver, which all the Profeſſions of 
the World are ignorant of; therefore to this pure 
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meaſure of God in your inward parts have you 


minds, that ye may come to witneſs cleanſing and 
purging within, that ye may come to ſee the un- 


cleanneſs which proceeds out of the heart, which 


defiles the Man, Mat. 15. 18, 19. For out of the 


heart cometh evil thoughts, Murthers, Adulteries, | 
Fornications, Thefts, Falſe Teſtimony, Slanders, 


theſe are the things which defile a Man. 


And now you Teachers, and you Profeſſors who | | 
look without you, and turn from this which ſhould = 


cleanſe within? How do you look, that that which 


is without you, ſhould cleanſe from this unclean- 
neſs within. Let that of God in your Conſciences 
ſee how you can be cleanſed by this, when ye turn 
from it. But if ye turn to the Light which makes 
theſe things manifeſt, and dwell and abide in it, 


then will ye abſtain from them, and ſo come to wit- 
neſs cleanſing. For him that walketh in the Light, 


as God is in the Light, the Blood of Jeſus cleanſeth ** 
from all Sin. And Chriſt Jeſus ſaith, Luke 6. 45. 


A good Man out of the good treaſure of his Heart 
bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil Man 
out of the evil treaſure of his Heart bringeth forth 
that which is evil; for out of the abundance of his 
Heart his Mouth ſpeaketh. And why call ye me 
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I ſay? 
Whoſoever cometh to me, and heareth my ſayings, 


and doth them, I will thew you to whom he is like: 


He is like a Man which built an Houſe, and digged 


deep, and laid the Foundation on a Rock, and when 


the Floods aroſe, the ſtreams beat violently upon 
the Houſe, and could not thake it, for it was built 
upon a Rock, But he that heareth and doth not, 1s 
like a Man, that without a Foundation built an 
Houſe upon the Earth, againſt which the ſtreams 


did beat violently, and iminediately it fell, and the 


fall of that Houſe was great.  _ 1 
Now Profeſſors here s your Building, eternally 


you {ſhall witneſs this Parable fulfilled upon you, 


the Tempeſts and Storms is coming upon you, re 
oY | | Houſe 
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Houſe will be beaten down, it cannot ſtand, for 7 
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have been ſayers a long time, and not doers of t 
word; your Houſe which ye have built 1s without 


Foundation, it is not founded upon the Rock Chriſt 
| Teſus. Ye who deny the Light, he faith unto you, 
why call ye me Lord, and do not the things wh 
I fay? upon him ſhall ye be beaten to pieces, and 
all your Profeſſion. It is know and ſeen, ye are 
made manifeſt, ye cannot hide your ſelves. 


ich 


Therefore let the time paſt of your Lives ſuffice, 


and repent while ye have time, leſt the whirl- wind 
of the Lord come upon you, and deſtroy you e'er 
ye are aware; and remember that ye are warned in 
vour life time: Ye who talk of Faith, where is your 
Foundation? who deny the Light Chriſt Jeſus the 
Corne-ſtone, whoſe blood waſheth, and cleanſeth, 
and purgeth away the filth of the Daughter of Sion. 
What will your Faith advantage you who are yet in 
your Sins? Is not that Faith vain which doth not 
purifie the Heart? The Apoſtle Paul ſaith, Now the 
= end of the Commandment is Charity, out of a pure 
Heart, and of a good Conſcience, and of Faith un- 
feigned, 1 Tim. 1.5. And again he faith, Holding 
the myſtery of Faith in a pure Conſcience, I Tim. 


3.9. And the Apoſtle John ſaith, For whatſoever 


is born of God, overcometh the World, and this is 


the victory which overcometh the World, even our 


Faith, 1 Foh. 5.4. Now ſee whether your Faith hatlr 
overcome the World, and given you victory over 
Sin, elſe never talk of Faith; for ye are yet in your 
Sins; all who are of the Faith by which the Juſt 


live, deny your Faith; for ye who are alive to Sin, 


2 crucifie and ſlay the Juſt; but who are in the Faith 


of God, live by Faith: And ſo now here ye may 


read your Faith by your Works. For the Apoſtle 


James ſaith, What doth it profit though a Man ſay, 


he hath Faith, and hath not Works; that Faith can- 
not fave. See what Compariſon James makes, Fam. 
2, 16. Even fo Faith, if it hath not Works is dead, 
being alone. Yea, a Man may ſay, thou haſt Faith, 
E and 
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and I have Works; ſhew me thy Faith without 
thy Works, and I will ſhew thee my Faith by my 


Works. 


Now ſee how blind ye are, who read theſe Scrip- 
tures, and profeſs them, and yet talk of Faith, and 
live in your Sins. Oh the Righteous God will plead 
with you, for all your Deceit and Hypocriſie. Thou 


| believeſt there is a God, thou doſt well; the Devils 


believe alſo and tremble. Therefore know Oh vain 
Man, that thy Faith without Works is dead. And 
what are thy Works, who art yet in thy Sins? Is 


not Sin the Work of the Devil? Oh that ever ye 
ſhould be fo blind and beſotted! Will the Fig-leaves 


of your Profeſſion cover your Nakedneſs? Nay, the 


Lord hath found you ont, and all your Coverings 


are tov narrow: And your Faith which is holden 
with reſpect of Perſons, which the Apoſtle exhorts 


from, the Lord God abhors. But if ye had true 


living Faith as a grain of Muſtard-ſeed, ye might 


ſay to this Mountain be thou removed into the Sea, 
and it would be ſo. But to you whoſe Faith is dead, 


who are yet in your Sins, this is a Myſtery. 
Therefore Repent, and turn to the Lord God, and 

believe in the Light, which is riſing and ſhining in 

your Conſciences; he it is who is the Reſurrection 


and the Life: Whoſoever believeth in him, though 


he were dead, yet ſhall he live. Therefore hearken 
diligently to the Prophet in this Day, which the 


Lord hath raiſed, and believe in the Light: For 


Whoſoever doth not hearken to this Prophet is to be 


cut off. Turn to the Light, and believe, and hear- 


ken diligently that your Souls may live. Why wall 
ye give your Money for that which is not Bread, 
and your Labour for that which profiteth not? the 
pure everlaſting Fountain of Life is ſet open, and 
the voice is calling to every one to come. All that 
thirſt, to come and buy Wine and Milk without 
Money; they that have been fold for nought, ſhall 
be redeemed without Money ; for the blood of the 


everlaſting Covenant is poured forth, and ſhed for 


the 
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the redemption of Irael's Seed. Therefore all turn 
to the voice that calls you, this 1s the way, walk 
in it: And that which turns and draws your minds 


towards God, the Light, which cometh from the 


Father of Light turn to, and there will ye witneſs 


2 living Hope, which was that Hope which Paul the 
Apoſtle was called in queſtion for, of the Reſurre- 
ction of the Dead, who was a Miniſter of God, who 
watched for the Soul, which your Miniſters of Death 
know not, nor have no hope of, but their Labour 3s 
to keep you in the Death. But if ye wait in the 
Light of Jeſus Chriſt, ye will know the Reſurrection 

and the Life, which is the Myſtery, which is Chriſt 
in you the hope of Glory. For this is he which 
brings in a better Hope, by which ye draw nigh 
unto God. And every Man that hath this Hope in 
him, purifies himſelf, even as he is pure, 1 Joh. 3. 3. 
And the Apoſtle Peter ſaith, Bleſſed be God, and 
the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who according 
to his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto 
a lively hope, by the Reſurrection of Jeſus from the 
Dead, 1 Pet. 1. 3. And this 1s none of the Hypo- 
crite's hope, for the hope of the Hypocrite doth pe- 
riſn, and the Hypocrite hath no right nor intereſt 
in the true and living hope, which 1s the Promiſe of 
the Lord, to the heirs of his Promiſe. The Immu- 
tability of his Councel, confirmed by an Oath; 
that by two immutable things, by which it was im- 


22 potlible for God to lye, we might have a ſtrong con- 


ſolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon 
the hope ſet before us; which hope we have as an 
Anchor of the Soul, both ſure and ſteadfaſt. But 
this is nothing to the diſſembling Hypocrites and 
Profeſſors of the World, who deny the Light Chriſt 
Jeſus, the ſecond Prieſt, and have ſet up a Prieſt 
without them, and have a Church without them, 
and a Hope without them, and a Rule without them, 

and a Guide without them. | 
Theſe are none of the Heirs of the Promiſe, for 
the Promiſe and Covenant of God is within, and the 
| K 3 | ſecond 


1 

ſecond Prieſt, the unchangeable Prieſt, which is 
ſurety of a better Teſtament, and bringeth in a bet- 
ter Hope; he is the Covenant made with an Oath, 
who is the refuge for the Righteous to flee to, which 
is the Hope ſet before them, But this is a Myſtery 
to all ye carnal Profeſſors, who are yet in your ſins 
and your uncleanneſs, and yet will tell of Faith, and 


Hope, and God, and Chriſt : But your root is rot- 


tenneſs, your ground is curſt and corrupt, and your 


chaff 1s to be burnt. The fire is kindled which can- 


not be quenched, and the day of the Lord is come, 


which burns as an Oven, and all your _ Pro- 
be 48 1 


feſſion, and deceitful rotten Hy pocriſie ſhal 


Stubble. And though ye ſhould give your Goods to 4 
the Poor, and your Bodies to be burnt, and do not 7 


believe in the Light, and turn to the Light, and 1 


walk in it, it is nothing; for ſo long as you do not 


walk in the Light, ye know nothing at all of Cha- ; 


Tity, which ſuffereth long, which envieth not, which 


vaunteth not it ſelf, puffeth not up, rejoyceth not f ; 


in Iniquity, but rejoyceth in the Truth. This ye 
are far from, who are in your envy, wrath, malice, 


perſecution: pleading for ſin, againſt perfection, and 


againſt the Light, which diſcovereth and makes ma- 
nifeſt all ſin and uncleanneſs ; your profeſſion of 
God and Chriſt in word, when in works ye deny 
him, will not ſerve you; the Lord abhors all your 
Profeſſion and Hy pocriſie. Therefore give over your 
deceitful diſlembling, and turn to that which rips 
you up, and lays you. naked and bare before the 

ord God, from whom you cannot hide your ſelves. 
And to the Light of Chriſt come to be tried and 
tearched, the tried Stone, which layeth Judgment 
to the Line, and Righteouſneſs to the Plummet, for 
dien is redeemed through Judgment, and her Con- 


verts with Righteouſneſs. Therefore give over de- 


ceiving of your Souls; for he that doth Righteouſ- 
neſs, 1s Righteous, even as he is Righteous. Andall 
Sin and Uncleannęſs the Light condemns: And if 
your Hearts condemn you, God is greater, Tore: 
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fore do not deceive your Souls, but ſearch and try 
your own ſelves, for if ye know not that Chriſt is 
in you, ye are Reprobates. And fo all Forms, and 
all Profeſſions try your own ſelves, and to the Light 
come to he tried, and there you will ſee your rotten 
Profeſſion will be too light; and do not deceive your 


Souls, but now ye have time, prize it, while it is 


called to day; confider, and do not forget God, 
lleſt he tear you to pieces, while there be none to de- 
liver you. 


And this is in Love to all your Souls, which ye 


2 ſhall eternally witneſs to be Truth. But if ye hate 
the Light, and turn from the Light, the Light is 


your Condemnation. And when the Book of Con- 
ſcience are opened, and all Judged out of them, 


then ſhall that witneſs of God in you, witneſs me, 


that this is in Love to your Souls. And ſo whether 
ye hear or forbear, I have cleared my Conſcience, 
and the Lord is clear of your Blood. 


And your Foundation and Bottom I know and 
comprehend, but the Rock which ye know not ſhall 


break you to pieces, though ye have the outward 


Writings and Declaration which was ſpoken from 
another State and Condition than ye are in. And 
theſe words ye take and make your own, whenas ye 
are in another Condition, and of another Seed than 
that which the Promiſe is to. For it is not to Seeds, 
as to many, but to one Seed, which is Chriſt the 
Light, and Corner-ſtone, which ye Builders refufe, 
and yet ye account 1t railing to be call'd Thieves 
and Robbers, though ye have nothing but what ye 


ſteal from others. Ye take Aſoſes's words, who was 


a Servant of the Lord, ſent to bring I/rael the Seed 
of God out of Bondage; and ye who are like the 
Egyptian Task-Maſters, with his words keep the Seed 
in Bondage. To Aſeſes's State ye never came, which 
brings out of the Houſe of Darkneſs, you who deny 
the Light, and yet you will profeſs Moſes's words. 
Now let that of God in all 2 Conſciences, which 
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is juſt and equal, judge whether ye be not Thieves 


and Robbers in this, yea, or nay ? 5 
And ye take the Prophets words, who received 
the word from the Lord, which the Lord ſpoke to 
them; and ye profeſs theſe words, and ye ſlay the 
Prophet, which the Lord promiſed to raiſe like unto 
Moſes, which he hath ſaid every one ſhail hear, 
who bringeth the Seed out of Egypt ; and with their 
words ye crucifie the Juſt, and garniſh his Sepul- 


chre, and ſo ye are found the Painted Sepulchres, flay- 


ing the Righteous, which Chriſt ſpeaks of. 


Now fee if ye be not the blind Guides and Hypo- 


crites in this, which Chriſt Jeſus cried woe againſt, 


to them whom he found in the ſame ſteps as ye are M 
in, who had Moſes and the Prophets words, who 


writ of him, and Propheſied of him, but he told 
them they knew them not; for if they had known 
Moſes, and the Prophets, they would have known 
him. And ſo ye go beyond thoſe in Chriſt's time, 
and exceed them in Hypocriſie and Deceit; for ye 


take Chriſt Jeſus his words, which he ſpoke before 


he was offered up; and ſince he is riſen again, and 
ye profeſs them, and with theſe words ye deny the 
Light; who hath ſaid he 1s the Light, and which 
Fobn, who was the faithful witneſs, and more than 
a Prophet; witneſſed of, who was ſaid to be the 
greateſt that was born of Women: And Chriſt's Te- 
ſtimony, and John's Teſtimony ye deny, who deny 
the Light. And yet ye take theſe words, and pro- 
feſs them, and perſecute the Light and Life that 


ſpoke theſe words. Now to that of God in your L; 


Conſciences, which cannot bear falſe witneſs, nor 


lye, do I ſpeak; let that try you, and examine you : 


whether you do not exceed the Scribes and Phariſees, 
who crucified Chriſt Jeſus, who had writings of him, 
that he ſhould come, yet when he came, they did 
not know that 1t was he, and fo they crucified him 
under the Name of a Blaſphemer and Prince of De- 


vils. But ye ſay and profeſs that he is come, and 


profeſs 
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[ 139 ] | 
profeſs that that was he which they crucified, and 
ye profeſs that he is riſen again, and yet ye perſe- 


cute and deny his Light and Teſtimony, where it is 


riſen and made manifeſt, Now ſee whether ye be 
not blind indeed, when as ye go about to oppoſe, 
deny, and perſecute that which ye your ſelves 


Profeſs. 
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Now ſee what a God this is ye ſerve, who keeps 
you ſo blind in your Profeſſion, that ye perſecute 


thoſe who poſſeſs that which ye your ſelves profeſs. - 


Ye exceed all that ever went before you, that ever 
we read of, and yet ye are ſo blind, as ye do not ſee 


your ſelves. For thoſe whom ye perſecute and op- 


poſe, ye have nothing againſt them, but that they 
witneſs and poſſeſs, that which ye blind Hypocrites 
profeſs, but know nothing of. So ye make clean 
the outſide with an outward Profeſſion, and a Form, 
and an Image, and a Likeneſs, but your Inſide is 


Sin, Uncleanneſs, Filthineſs, Envy, Wrath, Ma- 


lice, Strife and Perſecution; this is of the Devil's 


Kingdom of Sin, and this is the Inheritance and 


Poſſeſſion which ye poſſeſs. Though ye profeſs 2 
God and a Chriſt from Records without you, yet 
your Poſſeſſion and Inheritance is the Devils King- 
dom of Sin. Let that of God in your Conſciences, 


which is pure, now examine and try you, and ſearch 


you, and ſee if ye be not found in Sin and Unclean- 


neſs, and deny freedom from Sin and Perfection, 


and Purity, and plead for Sin and the Devil's King- 
dom, and yet profeſs God and Chriſt. Oh that ever 
ye ſhould be ſo abominably blind and ſottith ! Do 
ye look upon the pure and Holy God, who cannot 
behold Iniquity, with whom dwells no unclean 
thing, to be like your ſelves? 5 

And fo likewiſe ye take the Epiſtles and Writ- 


ings of the Apoſtles to the Church of Chriſt, which 


is in God, and which is the Houſe of God, the 


were written to theſe who were born of the immor- 


Ground and Pillar of all Truth, which is built upon 
the Rock Chriſt Jeſus. And ye take the words which 


tal 
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tal Seed, to which the Promiſe of God is; and ye | 


who hve in your Sin, and Filthineſs, and Un- 
cleanneſs, take theſe words and profeſs them, and 
make them your own, as though they were ſpoken 
to you, whenas ye never knew their Condition, nor 


the Apoſtles, which was their Miniſters, and begot 


them into the everlaſting Truth, by the immortal 
ingrafted word of God. 


And this ye who deny the Light which the Apo- 


ſtles preached, who were Miniſters of the Spirit and 
not of the Letter, ye profeſs- to be yours; and here 
you build your Neſt in your Forms; and here ye fit 
decked with the words of the Saints, with your un- 
clean Hearts and Spirits, and perſecuting the Righ- 


teous Seed, which theſe were ſpoken to, oppoſing 


and denying the Light which they were gathered 
into. : 
But your Day of Lamentation and Howling is 


coming upon you, ye cannot eſcape; the Righteous 
God hath found you out; the acceptable year of the 


Lord 1s proclaimed, and the day of vengeance of 
our God 1s come; and the Prince of the World 1s 


come to be Judged; and the Day of the Son of Man 
is come, in which he is lifted up; and where he is 


lifted up he draws all Men after him; Praiſes be to 
the living God for ever. And your Covenant with 


Hell and Death is diſanulled, and your Refuge of 
Lyes and Diflimulation will be ſwept away; the 


overflowing Scourge is coming upon you. Therefore 
as ye love your Souls, give over your Diſſembling, 
and vain Imaginations, and Hypocriſie, and vain 
Deceit, and ſee what ye have, and what ye know, 


and what ye do enjoy in the Light, and in the Life, 


and in the Power of the living God; for our Goſpel 
ſtands not in Word, but in Life and Power. And 


he is manifeſt, who is the Power of God unto Salva- 


tion unto all that believe. And this Goſpel is not 
hid, but to thoſe that are loſt. 


Now if ye turn your Minds to the Light of Jeſus 


Chriſt, which 1s the Light of the Glorious Goſpel, 
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ye will ſee that this Goſpel hath been hid from you, 


and from your profeſſion. But if ye wait in the 


Light, then will ye come to know the Power, and 
the Power will raiſe the Life. And he that walketh 
in the Light, ſhall not abide in Darkneſs, but ſhall 
have the Light of Life. And fo give over profeſ- 
ſing words, which were ſpoken from the Light, and 


Life and Power, whilſt ye your ſelves are without 


Life, without Power, in a Form. | b 
Nay, this will not ſerve, this is an Abomination 


Y unto the living pure God; and this will he burn and 
= conſume with the Spirit of his Mouth, and with the 


brightneſs of his Coming. Now ſee what ye have 
that will anſwer to the Fire, for nothing will ſtand - 


in his preſence, who is a conſuming Fire, but that 
which will abide the Fire. And this ye Llaall eter- 


nally witneſs to be Truth, 

And fo in this I have cleared my Conſcience, and 
laid before you your Houſe and Building which is 
without Foundation. And if ye turn your Minds to 
the Light, it wall let you ſee you have no Bottom 
nor Foundation that can ſtand. Oh! that ever ye 
ſhould be ſo Ignorant, Sottiſh, and Blind, in this 
the Day of the Free-Grace of the Everlaſting God, 
which hath appear'd unto all Men; which is fo 


ſounded forth in your Ears, and yet ye will not 


come to ſearch and examine where your Foundation, 


and Root, and Bottom 1s. If ye will but turn your 


Minds to the Light, ye will ſee that you have no- 
thing at all, but that which is none of your own, 
which will ſtand ye in no ſtead, which was written 


and ſpoke to others. Oh that ever ye ſhould be ſo 


blind, as to look upon this to be yours in this Glo- 
rious Day of Light, when it is fo clearly manifeſted, 
and the Goſpel freely preached to every Creature; 
and that ye ſhould be ſo careleſs of your own Souls, 
as not to come to a Search. Oh! what will ye do 
in the End, when the Juſt and Righteous God calls 
you to an Account ; who hath ſent forth his Mini- 


the 
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the Goſpel to the Poor, Liberty to the Captives, 
and yet ye as deaf Adders will not hear: yea, the 
Lord God ſeeth you, and knoweth your Rehelhous 
fift-necked, and uncircumciſed heart and ears, and 
he will reward you according to your works. And 
then your Profeſſion in words, where you have nei- 
ther bottom nor foundation, will not ſerve ; for the 

Sword of the Lord 1s drawn, which cuts down all 
fruitleſs Trees, and groundleſs Profeſſions ; and your 
Forms and Covers 1s to be ripped off, and ye will 
be found naked, miſerable, and blind. 

Therefore now ye have Time prize it, and harden 
not your hearts while it is called to day, but repent 
and turn to the Lord, who waits to be gracious, 
who will not give his honour to another, but will be 
inquired of, Turn to the Light which cometh from 
the Father of Lights, which draws your Minds to- 
wards God; and let this be your Teacher, and Lea- 
der, and Guide. EE | 

And here ye will come to ſee your blind Guides, 
which Chriſt Jeſus cries woe againſt, who hath fo 
long devoured the Flock, and ſcattered them; who 
draws them from that by which the Lord teacheth 
his People, which is the Light. The witneſs of God, 
which witneſſeth for God againſt all ſin and unclean- 
neſs. And this they draw People from, to look out 
at them, who are the deceivers and betrayers of 
your Souls. Therefore as you love your Souls, turn 
from them, and lay your Foundation 1n the Light, 
for this is the door which every one who enters, goes 
in at; and whoſoever climbs up another way 1s a 
Thief and a Robber; and this ye ſhall eternally wit- 
neſs. And ſo tothe Light turn, and there wait, and 
there will ye ſee the betrayers of your Souls: And if 
ye do not turn to this Light, this Light ſhall be 
your condemnation for ever, and ſhall find you out 
one day; and this ye ſhall witneſs, whether ye 
will hear, or forbear. 

None owns the Truth, as it is in Jeſus, but who 
owns the Light, which he hath lighted them with- 
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World: And none owns the Truth, but who owns 
the Light, that they are lighted withal, which 
comes from Chriſt Jeſus the Light and Life, who is 


the Way to the Father of Life: And none owns 


the Way to the Father, who lighteth every Man 
that cometh into the World, but ſach as owns the 


Light which comes from him: And none cometh 


to the Father, but by the Son ; and none cometh 
to the Son, but who owneth the Light, which from 


the Son doth come, who lighteth every Man that 
cometh into the World: None heareth the Prophet, 


Chriſt Jeſus, him by whom the World was made, 


= who lighteth every Man that cometh into the 


World; none heareth him, but who heareth that, 
and owneth that which this Prophet hath enlight- 


ned withal ; who faith, Learn of me : None learn- 


eth, but ſuch as are turned to the Light, which 
from him doth come: None receive the Word in 
the Heart, but ſuch as receive the Light, which 
they are lighted withal, which cometh from him 
who lighteth every Man that cometh into the 


I World; Chriſt Jeſus, who is called the Word of God. 


He that receiveth the Light, ſhall receive the Word; 
and he that heareth not this Prophet, he heareth 
not the Light, which he is lighted withal, that 
cometh from the Prophet, whoſe Name 1s called 
The Word of God: He that will not hear this 


Prophet, ſhall be cut off from among the People; 


he heareth not the Light which he is enhghtned 
withal, tho' he makes a Profeſſion of all the Saints 
Words, declared from the Light, yet he 1s cut off 
from among the People, and with the Light con- 
demned. | | 
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4A Tryal of the Falſe Prophets. 


Am the Light of the World, ſaith Chriſt, John 8. 12. 
I and he is that true Light, that lighteth every Mun 
that cometh into the World, John 1.9. And the Prophet 
hai ab, who propheſied of Chriſt Jeſus, faith, Ithe Lord 
have called thee in Righteouſneſs, and will hold thine 
hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a Covenant 
of the People, for a Light of the Gentiles, Iſai. 42.6. 
Now all People, ſee where you are, and try your 
Teachers, what they lead you into, who draw you 
from the Light, which Chrift Jeſus hath enlightned 
you withal ; who faith, He that walks in the Light, 
ſhall have the Light of Life. And John ſaith, That 
in him was Life, and the Life was the Light of Men, 
John 1. 4. . Now try your Teachers (who draw you 
from the Light) by the Scriptures, which they take 
to ſpeak unto you, and as they ſay, is their Rule: 
Let it likewiſe be your Rule to try them by. 
And ſearch the Scriptures, and examine them ho- 
neſtly, and fee whether ye are not deceived by | 
them who, draw you from the Light, which is and 
ever was the Saints Teacher, and ever ſhall be. And 
Fohn ſaith, That He was not that Light, but be was 
ſent to bear witneſs of that Light, which is the true 
— 5 which ligſtens every Man that cometh into the 
World. | | | | 
Now, all People, try and ſee your Teachers, whe- 
ther all your Prieſts of Eng/and are not Witneſſes 
contrary to John He bears witneſs to the Light, 
that lighteth every Man that cometh into the World; 
and they bear witneſs againſt the Light, and ſay, 
He doth not enlighten every one that cometh into the 
World; and tell People, they muſt look after them 
for Means and Ordinances; and ſo blind poor Peo- 
ple, and keep them in Ignorance and Darkneſs. But 
all People, as ye love your own Souls, ſearch into 
the Scriptures, and try them by the Scriptures, which 
| Ye 
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ye call the Word, and your Rule to walk by, and 
you ſhall find them the Deceivers, and the Anti- 
chriſts, and falſe Prophets, which they tell you ſo 
much of, that ſhould come in the latter Days. ohn 
ſaith, Many falſe Prophets are gone into the World. 
Now try your Teachers by this, and ſee whether 
they are not in the World, not ſeparated from the 


World, but draw from the Light, which ſeparates 
from the World, and leads out of the World; but 


they witneſs againſt the Light, and plead for Sin, 


and for the Kingdom of Antichriſt, which is of the 


World. And Fohn ſaith, This is the Condemnation, 
that Light is come into the World, and Men love Dark- 


"Z reſs rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds are. evil: 


For every one that doth evil, hateth the Light, neither 
bringeth he his Deeds to the Light, leſt they ſhould be 
reproved : But he that doth truth, cometh to the Light, 
that his deeds may be made manifeſt that they are 
wrought in God. Now, all poor People, ſee whether 
theſe are not the falſe Prophets, which are entred 
into the World, who draw from the Light, which 
is the World's Condemnation ? and whether theſe 
are not the Deceivers and Antichriſts, which 70h. 
ſpeaks of, which are entred into the World, who 
tho they do confeſs Jeſus Chrift to be come in the 
Fleſh; yet do deny his Light, and do perſecute and 
call them Deceivers and falſe Prophets, who do wit- 
neſs him come in the Fleſh, and walk in the Light, 


which he hath enlightned them withal : Thefe they 


ſtock and priſon, and cauſe to be beat in their Sy- 


nagogues, as all did that went before them, which 


ever perſecuted the Righteous Seed. 


The ſame John (who ſaith, Falſe Prophets and 


Antichriſts, and Deceivers are gone into the World) 
faith, Theſe things have Iwritten unto you, concerning 
them that ſeduce you. But the Anointing which ye have 

received of him, abideth in you; and ye need not that 
any Man teach you, bat as the fame Anointing teacheth 
you of all thing, and is truth, and is no lye; and even 
as it bath taught you, ye ſhall abide in him, 1 John 2. 


. 26, 27. 
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25, 27. Now, all People, ſee who are the falſe Pro- N 
phets, whether John, and they who witneſs the A- 


nointing, or your Teachers, who draw from the 


Anointing. Chriſt Jeſus ſaith, I am come a Light 
into the World, that whoſoever believeth in me, ſhould 
not abide in Darkneſs. This ſame Chriſt ſaith, in 


Mat. ). Beware of falſe Prophets, which come to you in 
Sheeps Clothing, but inwardly they are Ravening Wolves, _ 
by their fruits ye ſhall know them. Now, try your 


Teachers by this Scripture, and ſee whether they 


have not been cloathed all this while with the Sheeps 
Cloathing, the Saints Cloathing, the Words and a 
Profeſſion of Chriſt ; but now, when the Sheep come, 
who know his Voice, and will not follow Strangers, 
ſuch as they. Now ſee if they do not appear out- 
wardly to be Ravening Wolves; what they were be- 


Therefore let that Scripture try them. 


fore inwardly, their Fruits do make them manifeſt, | 


The ſame Chriſt Jeſus ſaith unto the Diſciples, _ 


who came unto him privately on the Mount - of 


Olives, Mat. 24. Take heed that no Man deceive you; 


for many ſhall come in my Name, ſaying, I am Chriſt, 
and ſhall deceive many. Now try your Teachers, and 


ſee if they have any thing but a Name, and a Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſt, who draw from the Light; when- 


as Chriſt Jeſus ſaith, I am the Light. And Chriſt 
faith, Then ſhall they deliver you up, and fill you; and 
ye ſhall be bated of all Nations for my Names ſake. 
Now fee whether theſe Prieſts of yours are hated 


and killed, who draw from the Light; or thoſe 
who witneſs Chriſt Jeſus, who is the Light, who 
faith, Many falſe Prophets ſhall ariſe, who ſhall decerve | 1 


many. And try if they are not them, who ſay, Lo, 


Here is Chriſt, and Lo, there; but Chriſt's Command 


is, Believe them not; for there ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſts 


and falſe Prophets, and ſhall ſhew great Signs and 


Wonders, inſomuch, that if it were poſſible, they would 

decei ve the very Eleff, But the Elect, who dwell in 

the Light, which comes from Chriſt Jeſus, - they 

cannot deceive: in it they are ſeen, and m—_— 
; an 
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and tried, and made manifeſt to be Deceivers, to be 
the falſe Prophets and Antichriſts; and with the 
Light, which comes from Jeſus, they are condemned 
with the World, and turned from by the Children 
of Light. Therefore, poor People, who are out of 


the Light, you they do deceive: But thoſe, whoſe 


Minds are turned to the Light, and abide in the 


Light, they cannot deceive. And Chriſt Jeſus ſaith, 
Vo unto you, when all Men ſpeak well of you, for fo 
did their Fathers of the falſe Prophets, Luke 6. 26. 


Nou try them by Scripture, and {ee whether this 


5 Woe be not upon them, and whether they are not 


of the falſe Prophets. And Peter ſaith, 2 Per. 2. 


. But there were falſe Prophets among the People. Now 
try them by that Chapter, and ſee whether theſe 
are not the falſe Prophets, who deny the Light 


which comes from Chrift Jeſus their Lord that 


E/ bought them; and through Covetouſneſs do they with 
feigned words make merchandize of you. 
in your Conſciences now try and ſearch them by the 


Let that 


Scripture. The ſame Apoſtle in the foregoing Chap- 


ter faith, Te have alſo a more ſure Word of Prophecy, 


whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a Light 
that ſhineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and 
the day-ſtar ariſe in your hearts. Knowing this firſt, 
that no Prophecy of the Scripture is of any private in- 
terpretation , 55 the Prophecy came not in old time 

the will of Man, but holy Men of God ſpoke as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. Now ſee whether PE- 
ter, and thoſe that draw to the Light, are the 
falſe Prophets; or them that deny the Light, and 
hate it. Read the 3d Chapter of the 2d Epiſtle to 
Iimothy, try them by that Scripture, and ſee if they 


3 be not found them that the Apoſtle ſpeaks of there, 


having a Form of Godlineſs, but denying the Power, 
and he faith, from ſuch turn away. And ſee if they 
are not of this ſort, who creep into Houſes, (and 
call them Churches, whenas the Apoſtle ſaith, the 
Church is in God) and lead captive filly Women, 
laden with divers Luſts, ever learning, and never 


able 


| | i 245 | ft 
able to come to the knowledge of the Truth. Now ;, 
ſee and try your Teachers by theſe Scriptures, and 
ſee what ye have learned of them all your Days, that 
ye have followed them, what you can witneſs of 
God or of Chriſt made manifeſt in you : Nay, that 
in your Conſciences will confeſs, that ye do not 
know this outward Scripture, which makes them 
manifeſt to be the falſe Prophets and Deceivers, who ” 
draw from the Light which gave forth the Scrip- _ 
tures: Even in the Knowledge of the outward Let - 
ter, you are blinded by them. Read 2 Per. 3.3. ſee 
if you and they are not found thoſe Scoffers, walk- 
ing after your own Luſts, ſaying, Where is the Promiſe _ : 
of his Coming? And read Jude, and try them, and 
Fee if they are not found there under the Woe that 
he ſpeaks of, whether they run not greedily after 
Gifts and Rewards, and ſo periſh in the gain- ſaying 
of Corab. And let that in your Conſciences, which 
is of God, which reſpects no Man's Perſon, read and 
examine thoſe Scriptures, and try them, and ſee 
whether they have not erred from the Light, and 
fo draw others from the Light, which is and ever 
was the Saints Teacher, and ever ſhall be; from 
which all the holy Men of God ever ſpoke, as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghoſt; and from which 
Light all the Scriptures were given forth, which 
thele Deceivers take into their Mouths, and draw 
People from the Light that gave forth the Scrip- - 
tures, and ſo betray their Souls. Therefore, all 
People, to the Light in your Conſciences, which 
Chriſt Jeſus hath enlightned you withal, turn your 
Minds, keep to it, and go not forth, nor look out- 
ward; and it will let you ſee the Deceivers and Be- 
trayers of your Souls: And if you are faithful and | 
obedient to it, it will let you ſee your Saviour. 
Falſe Prophets are in the World, and Antichriſts 
are in the World, and the Deceivers are of the World, 
and thoſe who do not confeſs Chriſt come in the 
Fleih, are of the World. But thoſe that dwell in 
the Light, which Chriſt Jeſus hath enlightned them 
| | withal ; 
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withal; this leads out of the World, ont of the 
World's Ways, Faſhions, and Cuſtoms ; and this 


makes a Separation from the World, and this leads 


up to God, And this Light is the Condemnation of 


the World, and the Condemnation of all the falſe 
Prophets, and Deceivers, and Antichriſts which are 
in the World. And who is faithful and obedient to 
the Light, witneſſeth Chriſt made manifeſt, and 


come in the Fleſh, and theſe are no Antichriſts : 


And theſe are they that go forth to bear witneſs a- 
gainſt the falſe Prophets and Antichrifts which are 
in the World. And theſe are they that are ſtock'd, 
and beat, and impriſon'd, and perſecuted by thoſe, 


who are of the firſt Nature, which is Cain's, who 


ſlew his Brother, and this 1s of the World: And by 
this Generation, all that will live godly in Chrift 


fleſus muſt ſuffer Perſecution ; and it is our Joy and 


Rejoycing, not only to believe on him, but alſo to 
ſuffer for his ſake. 

All poor People, who are blind, in the dark World, 
led with the blind Guides; beware, and look where 
you are, left both you and they fall into the ditch. 
And try your Leaders by the Scripture, who are 
pleading for Sin and Tranſgreſſion, and telling you 
that you ſhall not be free from Sin, nor perfect 
while ye are upon Earth. Now is that fulfilling, 
which the Apoſtle Pau! ſpoke of, 2 Ii. 3. And the 
perillous Times are come; and woe unto you, if ye 
do not hearken unto the Warning of the Lord God, 


who calls unto you for Repentance, and to return 


to the Light of Chriſt Jeſus in your Conſciences ; 


and to turn from that ſort which the Apoſtle ſpeaks 


of, having a Form of Godlineſs, but deny ins the Power; 
of this ſort are your Teachers, who are to be turned 
away from, who creep into Houſes, and lead filly 
Women captive; and ſo keep you ever learning, and 
tell yon, None can be perfect while they are here 
upon Earth. And ſo they plead for Sin, and againſt 


_ Chriſt Jeſus, and the Apoſtles and Prophets, and all 


the holy Mea of God: For Chriſt ſaith, Be ye per- 
. 1 : „ 
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fee, as your heavenly Father is perfect, Mat. 5. 28. 


And again, Chriſt faith unto the young Man, who 
aſked him what he lacked yet, thou wilt be per- 
fed, ſell all that thou haſt, and groe to the Poor And 
again, the Apoſtle ſaid, He preached Wiſdom among 
them that are perfect. And when he parted with 
the Brethren, he bid them Be perfed, be of good com- 
fort, be of one mind, 1 Cor. 2. 6. and 2 Cor. 10. 11. 
And your Teachers tell you, That you muſt never 
be perfect, but that you muſt fin ſo long as you 


are upon the Earth; and ſo they are Miniſters of 


Antichriſt, and Upholders of Sin, and the Devils 


Kingdom. 


Try them by the Scripture, and you ſhall find * 


them contrary to the Doctrine of Chriſt, and of the 
Apoſtles, and not to have received the Gifts which 
which he gave to the Prophets, Apoſtles and Evan- 


geliſts, for the perfecting of the Saints, as ye may 


read hh. 4. II, 12, 13. And the ſame Apoſtle went 1 


about warning every Man, in all Wiſdom, that he might 


preſent every Alan perfett in Chriſt Feſus, Now lee = 


your Leaders and Teachers, if thy have not another 
Spirit than Chriſt and the Apoſtles had, who make 
it their Trade to plead for Sin, and againft Perfecti- 
on, which all that ever were ſent of God preached 
and prayed for, as the Apoſtle did night and day, 
praying exceedingly, that he might ſee their face, 
and might perfect that which was wanting in their 
Faith, 1 Theſſ. 3. 10. And the Apoſtle Peter prayed, 
that they might be perfect, when they had ſuffered 
a while. And the Apoſtle ſaid, who was a Miniſter 


of God, That the Scripture was given forth by Inſpi- p | 


ration of God, that the Man of God might be perfe@. 
And here your Teachers are found to be deniers of the 
Scriptures, and not ſo much as Miniſters of the Let- 
ter, who plead againſt it, and the end it was given 
forth for; and ſo are found to be Miniſters of Anti- 
chriſt, and out of the Practice of all that ever taught 


for God. Noah was a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, 


and he was a perfect Man, Abraham was a Friend 


of 
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of God, and God ſaid unto him, Valꝶ before me, 


and he thou perfect. And Lot was a juſt Man, and 
the Lord delivered him. And Fob was a perfect and 


1 juſt Man. And David faith, Mark the perfect Man, 
and bebold the upright, for the end of that Man is 
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| peace, Pſal. 37. 37. And Solomon ſaith, That the up- 
right ſhall dwell in the Land, and the perſect ſhall re- 


main in it, Prov. 2. 21. And again he faith, That 
the Righteouſneſs of the perfect ſhall direct his way, 
Prov. 11. 5. Now all People, ſearch the Scripture, 
and try theſe Deceivers and Betrayers of your Souls, 
and let them be witneſles againſt themſelves, that 
tho” they teach, yet you receive nothing of God from 
them; for whatſoever is of God, in the leaſt mea- 
ſure, is perfect. The firſt Principle that comes 
from God is perfect; every perfett Gift is from above, 
Jam. 1.17. And the Apoſtle ſaid, As many as be per- 
fed, be thus minded, Phil. 3. 15. And the Apoſtle 
faith again, We are glad when we are weak, and ye 
are ſtrong; and this alſo we wiſh, even your perfelli- 
on, And again he faith, Let ws go on unto perfection. 


No fee your blind Guides, whether they are not 


the Miniſters of the Myſtery of Iniquity, and under 
the dark Power, who plead for Sin, and againſt Per- 
fection; which all that were ſent of God preached 
for, and prayed for; and laboured for the perfecling 
of the Saints, and the perfecting Holineſs in the fear 
of the Lord, 2 Cor. 7. 1. Eph. 4. 12. 
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A Loving Salutation, To the Seed of A- 1 


braham among the Fews, where-ever + x: 
they are ſcattered up and down upon the 
face of the Earth. And to the Seed 
of Abraham among all People upon the 
face of the Earth; who are all out 
of the way; wandring up and down © 
from Mountain to Hill, ſeeking Reſt, 
but fmding none, 9 
| AND On, 5 

The Way of Truth opened to them, which is the Hy 
Holineſs, which all that comes to be made alive unto - 
God, muſt walkin, where the unclean cannot paſs, 


hut is for the Ranſomed and Redeemed to return to 
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AVTD faith, The Fool hath ſaid in his heart, 
1) there is no God; they are corrupt, they have 
WM done abominable works, there is none that 
and 3g. doth good; and the Lord looked down from Heaven 

upon the Children of Men, to ſee if there were any 
that did underſtand and ſeek God; and they were 
all gone aſide, they are altogether become filthy, 
there is none that doth good, no not one. Here you 
may ſee and read your ſelves where you are, who 
are out of the way of Peace, and the way of Truth, 
and the Life. | | | 
Now this is unto you all, who are out of the Light, 
from the Seed which hath obtained the Promiſe, 
that ye may come to partake of the ſame, and be 
brought to the Fold where there is one Shepherd, 
and one Sheepfold, where the Promiſe of the Lord is 
. Fuüllilled, 


* | [ . 5 3 ] 
_ 5% fatfilled, who hath ſaid; It is a light thing that 
thou mighteſt be my Servant to raiſe up the Tribes 
of Jacob, and to reſtore the preſerved of racl, 1 
= _ will alſo give thee for a Light to the Genes, that 
thou mayeſt be my Salvation unto the ends of the 
Earth. Thus faith the Lord the Redeemer of 1/rae/, 
and his holy one, to him whom Man deſpiſeth, to 
him whom the Nation abhorreth, to a Servant of 
Rulers: Kings ſhall ſee and ariſe, Princes alſo ſhall 
* worſhip, becauſe the Lord is faithful, and the holy 
one of 1/7ae/. In an acceptable time have I heard 
' +> thee, and in a day of Salvation have I helped thee, 
and I will preſerve thee, and give thee for a Cove: 1k. 39. 
nant of the People, to eſtabliſh the Earth, to cauſe 
to inherit the deſolate Heritages, that thou mayeſt 
ſay to the Priſoner, go forth, and to them that are 
in darkneſs, ſhew your ſelves, they ſhall feed in the 
Ways, and their Paſtures ſhall be in the high places: 
So here is your mercy offered freely unto you, and 
the good will of him that dwelt in the buſh, and 
there is no God beſides him, neither ſhall ye find 
Salvation in any other: By the hand of the mighty 
God is Facob and Foſepb made ſtrong, from thence 
is the Shepherd, the ſtone of al, and the pre- 
cious things ſpring from him, who is Davids root. 
Therefore come, O ye Houſe of Jacob, and let us 
walk in the light of the Lord. This is the day of 
your viſitation, therefore ſeek the Lord while he 
may be found, call upon him, while he is near; 
let the wicked forſake his way, and the unrighteous 
= Man his thoughts, and flight not the Mercies of the 
Lord, and his gracious viſitation unto you: for he 
hath brought Salvation mear, and his Covenant 1s 
he performing with you; if you do turn to that 
meaſure of Light which you have received from him, 
who is the Light of I/rae/: The Covenant of the 
Lord is given for a Light to open blind eyes, which 
brings Salvation to the ends of the Earth; which Light 
lets you ſee the thoughts of your hearts, that they 
are vain, which Light lets you ſee when you do 
| | 4 amiſs, 
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miſs, when you bear falſe witneſs, when you tell a 
lye, when you do wrong to any Man; which Light 
will lead you unto Juſtice and Equity, which Light 
will teach you to fulfil the Law of Moſes. and to 
do to all Men as ye would they ſhould do to you, 
which Light will lead you unto Righteouſneſs, by 
which ye may fulfil, and anſwer to the righteouſ- 
neſs of the Law, and Statutes, and Commandments 
of God, which ye can never do, your Minds being 
from the Light. 


Therefore in the fear of the Lord God, turn your 5 


Minds to within, where the Light ſhines in tge 
heart, where the Lord teacheth all his People, who |: 
are taught of him, are taught by the Light, and 
guided by the Light, for God is the Light of his 
Iſrael, all the Children of the Lord, are taught of | 
the Lord, and they are eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs, | 
and they are far from oppreſſion, and great is their LS 
| is and the Lord's Children are Taught by the 
And ſo as ye deſire to be the Children of the Lord, 
and taught of the Lord, turn your Minds to the 


Light that ſhews you Sin and Evil, and checks you 
when you do tranſgreſs. This will guide your 
Minds to God, and bring you out of the Tranſgreſ- 
ſion, and out of the Sin, into the new Covenant, 
which the Lord doth make with his People, which 

1s not according to the old Covenant, which Cove- 
nant you broke, but this 1s an everlaſting Covenant, 
which can never be broken, to thoſe who live in it, 
and walk in it, and obey the leading and guiding of 
the Light, which is the Covenant. 


This anſwers and fulfils the righteouſneſs of the #4 


Law of God, and brings you through, to fulfil the | 
whole Law, and Covenant of God, which you could | 
never do, your Minds being from the Light, which 
Light 1s the ſubſtance of the Covenant of the Law, 
of the Commandments, of the Statutes and Judg- 
ments; which Light anſwers, and fulfills the Righ- 
teouſneſs of them all, and takes them away gut- 


wardly 5 
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' wardly; and thoſe who dwell in the Light, and 
ſtand in it, dwell in the ſubſtance, out of the ſha- 
dow, form, and likeneſs; So here is your way, in 
the Light, which ye feel and fee in you, not a thing 
without you, but in that which is in you, which 
you know of, which you can bear teſtimony of, 
this is a ſubſtance, and not a ſhadow; and by no 
other way or means under Heaven, ſhall you ever 
come to know the Salvation of 1/7ae/; but as your 
Minds are turned, and joined to the Light which is 
in you, which brings Salvation to the ends of the 
Fäarth. And the Prophecy is fulfilling, which cry- 
eth, Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the 
waters freely, without money, buy Wine and Milk; 
hearken diligently, and eat ye that which 1s good, 
and let your ſoul delight it ſelf in fatneſs ; incline 
your ear, and come unto me, hear, and your Souls 
> ſhall live: And I will make an everlaſting Covenant 
with you, even the ſure mercies of David. Behold 33. 
I have given him for a witneſs to the People, a lea- 
der and commander to the People. 

And this is he which all Nations muſt follow, 
who 1s given a Witneſs, and a Leader, and a Com- 
mander to all the People of God, who 1s the deſire 
of all Nations, which is come a witneſs to all Peo- 
ple, and a leader of all unto God; who are like 
{heep gone aſtray, who hath turned every one to his 

- own way. But now is the Lord gathering them 
that will be gathered, all that do turn unto this 
— witneſs of God in them, the Lord will heal them. 
> Behold I will bring health, and cure, and I will 
| cure them, and will reveal unto them the abun- 
dance of Peace and Truth: And I will cauſe the 
- Captivity of Judab, and the Captivity of 1/rae! to 
> return, and will build them as at firſt, and I will 
cleanſe them from all their iniquities, whereby they 
have ſinned againſt me, and whereby they have 
tranſgreſſed. So if ye will be cleanſed from your 
iniquity, turn to the Light within you, which 
makes manifeſt the deceit of your hearts; if Tons | 
| | . ave 


Jer, 53. 
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have health and cure, turn to the Light that lets 


you ſee your ſin, and tranſgreſhon, and your ini: 


quity which ſeparates you from God: And if ye de- 


lire your iniquity pardoned, and if ye deſire to re- 


turn from your captivity, and to be built as ye were 
at firſt, turn to the Light that ſeperates from 1n1- 


quity, and depart from evil, and hearken there in 
the pure Light in your Conſciences diligently, and 


there you will hear as you abide in the Light, and 


Hoſts, for the Lord 1s good, for his mercy endureth 
for ever: for I will cauſe their Captivity to return 
as at firſt, ſaith the Lord. 7 | 

So here 1s the Lord's love freely tendered to you, 
if ye come into the Light, by which the Lord God 


teacheth his People; that in the pure obedience of 


the leading and teaching, and guiding of the Light 


turn your minds to within, into the Light, which 


convinceth of Sin and Evil; here ye will come to 


have your hearts circumciſed, and the foreſkin of 


your heart taken away ; here ye will come to have 


your hearts rent, and not your garments, here ye Y 


will turn to the Lord, and receive his Covenant and 
- - Promiſe, who hath ſaid, I will make an everlaſting 
Covenant with you, that I will not turn away from * 


them, to do them good; but I wall put my fear in 


their hearts, that they {hall not depart from me; 


yea I will rejoyce over them to do them good, and | 7 


will plant them in this Land aſſuredly, with my 
whole heart, and with my whole Soul. See here the 
faithfulneſs of the Lord, and his loving kindneſs 
holden forth unto you: in giving to you his Light 
and Teſtimony, whereby you may be guided up unto 
him, which makes manifeſt his will, and likewiſe 
ſhews unto you that which is contrary to his will, 
in turning of your minds to the Light, you will 
come to know the one Teacher, by which the Lord 

| teaches 
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dwell in it, and walk in it; ſo you will come to 
hear the voice of joy, and the voice of gladneſs, the 
voice of the Bridegroom, and the voice of the Bride; 
the voice of them that ſhall ſay, praiſe the Lord of 
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teaches his People, Few and Gentile, Barbarian, Scy- 
. > thian, Bond and Free. 


By this Eternal Light of the Lord, doth the Lord 


.  eather all his People into one, and fulfills his Pro- 
miſe, who ſaith, Behold, Iwill gather them out of 
all Countries, whither I have driven them in my 


anger, and in my fury, and in my wrath, and I 
will bring them again into this place, and I will 
cauſe them to dwell ſafely, and they ſhall be my 
People, and I will be their God, and I will give them 


one heart, and one way, .that they may fear me for 


ever. ; 
See here the infinite goodneſs of God, who hath 
manifeſted his one way, and there 1s no other to the 
Father, his Eternal Light, which makes manifeſt 
and diſcovers all Sin and Uncleanneſs, and leads up 
into Purity and Righteouſneſs, which purifies the 
heart, and places the pure fear, and brings into the 
one heart, and into the one way, where the fear of 


the Lord is for ever, and the Truth in the inward 
parts, which only is accepted with the Lord. Be- 
* hold the days come, faith the Lord, that Iwill per- 
form that good thing which I have promiſed to the 
= Houſe of 1/7ae!, and to the Houſe of Fudah, in thoſe 
days, and at that time, will I cauſe the branch of 
=> Righteouſneſs to grow unto David, and he ſhall exe- 
cute Judgment and Righteouſneſs in the Land: In 
> thoſe daysſhall Fudah be ſaved, and Feruſalem ſhall 
duell ſafely, and this is his Name wherewith he 


{hall be called, the Lord our Righteouſneſs. David 
{hall never want a Man to fit upon the Throne of 
Vrael. So to the Light of the God of 1/7ae/ turn 
your minds, and here ye will ſee him perform the 
good thing that he hath promiſed: And this pure 
Light of God will lead you into Righteouſneſs, and 
will bring you to the branch of Righteouſneſs, 
where you may dwell ſafely, where ye may have 
the Lord for your Teacher, and Leader, and Guider: 
Thus: Thus faith the Lord God, the Holy One of 
1/rael, in returning and reſt ſhall ye be ſaved, and 
mn Ta ws Ei: ꝙ 
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in quietneſs, andin confidence ſhall be your ſtrength, _ 


Therefore doth the Lord wait, that he may be gra- 


cious unto you, therefore will he be exalted, that he 


may have mercy upon you, for the Lord is a God 
of Judgment, bletled are all they that wait for him: 


he will be very gracious unto thee, at the voice of 
thy cry, when he ſhall hear it, he will anſwer thee: - 
and though the Lord give you the bread of adver- 


ſity, and the water of affliction, yet ſhall not thy 
Teacher be removed into a corner any more, but 


thine eyes ſhall ſee thy Teacher, and thy ears ſhall 


hear a word behind thee, ſaying, this is the way, 
walk in it; when ye turn to the right hand, or to 


the left. So this is the word which thou muſt hear, 
which Teacher will never more be removed into a 
corner, which ſhews thee when thou turneſt to the 
right hand, or to the left, which ſhews thee the in- 
tents of thy heart, and is a diſcerner of thy ſecret 


thoughts: By this eternal Light doth the Lord God 
teach his People, which reveals all ſecrets, which 


rips up, and Jays open the hidden things of Eſau: 
And ſo waiting here in the Light, the mind being 
ſubjected to the leading and guiding of the Light, 
then the power of the Lord will be manifeſted, 


which brings the Seed out of Bondage, out of the 


Houſe of Darkneſs: So the Seed being raiſed by the 
power of the Lord God out of Egypt and Darkneſs, 


the firſt Born will come to be ſlain, when the Lord 


calls his Son out of Egypt, I/rael his firſt- born, and 
then the Law will be given, and written in the 


heart, and the Covenant of the Lord will be per- 


formed, with his own Seed, as he calls 1/7ae/ out of 
the Houſe of Bondage, the darkneſs of Egypt ; where 
the dead Bodies lies in the Street of the great City, 
Sodom and Feypr, Spiritually: But the free Cove- 
nant of everlaſting Love and Life is ſet open, and 
the voice cries freely. Ho, every one that thirſteth, 
come to the water of Life, and he that hath no Mo- 


ſold your ſelves for naught, ſhall be redeemed with- 
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ney, come, and buy Wine and Milk, you that have 
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5 | out Money : If you turn your Minds to the Light | 


within you, which is freely give you of the Lord, 
which ſhews you Sin and Evil, by which the Lord 
teaches his People, eus and Gentiles. 5 
This is the Promiſe of the Father, the Light, 
which is his Covenant, Behold my Servant whom If. 42. 
_ uphold, mine Ele& in whom my Soul delighteth, I 
have put my Spirit upon him, he ſhall bring forth 
Judgment to the Gentiles; I the Lord have called 
thee in righteouſneſs, I will hold thine hand, and 
will keep thee, and give thee for a Covenant of the 


People, for a Light to the Gentiles. Mark, here is 


the Covenant, and here is the Light, and this is for 
the opening of the blind eyes, to bring forth the 
= Priſoner from the Priſon, and them that fit in dark- 
- neſs out of the Priſon-houſe. There is the Priſon, 
in Darkneſs; there is the Egypt and the Bondage, in 
the Darkneſs, who are not in the Light. But whoſe 
Minds are turned into the Light, there will be a 
riſing out of the Darkneſs: And here the blind eyes 
will be opened, and deaf ears will hear, and the 
Priſoner will come forth of the Priſon, and here the 8 
Promiſe of the Lord will be fulfilled. As for ther FD 
alſo by the blood of thy Covenant, I have ſent * 


forth the Priſoners out of the Pit wherein there is 


no water. | 

Turn ye to the ſtrong hold ye Priſoners of hope, 
I am the Lord, that is my Name, my Glory will 
I not give to another, neither my praiſe to gra- 
ven Images: Behold the former things are come to 
paſs, and new things do I declare, before they 
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fl bpring forth I tell you of them: Sing unto the 
Lord a new Song, and his praiſe to the ends of the 


FParth, ye that go down to the Sea, and all that 
is therein, the Iſles and the Inhabitants thereof, let 
the Wilderneſs, and the Cities thereof lift up their 
Voices, let the Inhabitants of the Rocks ſing, let 
them ſhout from the top of the Mountains, let them 
give Glory to the Lord, and declare his Praiſe in the 
Iſlands; for whoſe Minds are turned in to the Light, 
| an 
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and free Covenant of the living God, there to abide, 


a 
1 
is 
1 
{> 
| 
7 
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and dwell, and live, ſhall have cauſe to praiſe the 

Lord for ever, and ſhall receive his everlaſting free 
i Promiſe unto them for ever, which is freely ten? : 
| dered unto all, and all have received a Light from | 
| him, that ſhews the Secrets of their Hearts, and 
| teſtifies againſt Sin and Evil; and that Mind that 
1 is led and guided by this pure Light, will be guided 1 
| up nnto God, and will receive his everlaſting Pro- 
| miſe, which is as ſure as the Covenant is with the 
Day and with the Night. Thus faith the Lord, II 
| ye can break my Covenant with the Day and with © : 
| the Night, that there ſhould not be Day and Night 
1 in their ſeaſon, then may alſo my Covenant be bro 

ken with David my Servant, that he ſhould not 
| have a Son to reign upon his Throne; for the Moun- * 
| gn upon his Throne; for the Moun- 
| tains ſhall depart, and the Hills be removed; but 
| my Kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, neither 
| ſhall the Covenant of my Peace be removed, faith _ 
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the Lord, that hath mercy on thee. O thou af. 


it flicted, and toſſed with tempeſt, and not comforted! 
ll Behold, I will lay thy Stones with fair Colours, ane 
| thy Foundation with Saphires, and I will make thy * 
L i Windows of Agates, and thy Gates of Carbuncles, 
bl. and all thy Borders of pleaſant Stones. So if you 
BE Will lay your Foundation with Saphires, come in to | 
| the Light, wherein dwells Purity; if you will lay | © 
'Þ your Stones with fair Colours, come in to the Light, 
] | which teacheth Righteouſneſs, Uprighteneſs, ane 


| Purity; and if you will have all the Borders of 
| pleaſant Stones, come in to the Light, dwell in the! 
Light, live in the Light, by which the Lord God“ 
doth teach his People: Here is the Border of the 
Sanctuary; God is Light, and in him is no Dark- 


neſs at all: And the Lord hath ſaid, All thy Chil- 
dren fhall be taught of the Lord, and great ſhall be 
ar 5% the Peace of thy Children: In Righteouſneſs ſhalt 
thou be eſtabliſhed, thou ſhalt be far from Oppreſſion; 

no Weapon formed againſt thee ſhall proſper, and 
every Longue that riſeth up againſt thee in Judgment 

thou ſhalt congemn. This 


— ers, 


the Lord is placed, which is to depart from Evil; 
which Fear of the Lord is the beginning of pure 
> Wiſdom; and unto thoſe that fear my Name, ſaith Mal. 4. 
the Lord, ſhall the Son of Righteouſneſs ariſe with 


on 3 healing in his Wings; and ye ſhall go forth, and 
ut row up as Calves of the Stall: And the Secrets of 
0 the Lord are with thoſe that fear him. And Solo- 
th n ſaith, The Fear of the Lord 1s a Fountain of 
l. Life. So, as you mind the Light, that ſhines in 


di Pour Conſciences, the Fear of the Lord will be kept, 


1.3 and ſo ye will be kept low, and tender, and humble. 
: What Man is he that feareth the Lord? him ſhall he pfal. 25. 
teach in the way that he ſhall chuſe. The Secrets of 
„ the Lord are with them that fear him, and he will 


> thew them his Covenant. The Meek ſhall he guide 
in Judgment, and the Meek will he teach his Way: 
Al the Paths of the Lord are Mercy and Truth, un- 
to ſuch as keep his Covenant and Teſtimony. 
> Here is the Path of the Lord, in the Mercy, and 
in the Truth, and in keeping his Covenant, and his 
> Teſtimony, and his Fear, and this is in the inward 
1 Parts; who dwells and abides here, will have the 
new Heart given, which the Lord hath promiſed : 
l 4 new Heart alſo will J give you, and a new Spirit Baek ge. 
be will I put within you; and I will take away the# 
i: ſtony Heart out of your Fleſh, and I will give you 
| a Heart of Fleſh; and I will put my Spirit within 
ie Vou, and cauſe you to walk in my Statutes, and ye 
1 {hall keep my Judgments, and do them. And N 
1 Wi 


[ 162 ] F 
Erek. 11. I will give them one Heart, and will put a new 
Spirit within them, and take the ſtony Heart out of 
their Fleſh, and I will give them a Heart of Fleſh, 
that they may walk in my Statutes, and keep my 
Ordinances, and do them, and they ſhall be my 
People, and I will be their God. i 
So here now you may ſee, the Lord's Work is in 
the inward Parts, there doth he look for the Truth 
within, and there doth he make his Covenant, and 
write his Law in this his Day; for the Days are paſt _ 
and gone, wherein the Covenant was written in Ta- 
bles of Stone; and the Days are come, which the - : 
Lord promiſed, who ſaid, Behold, the Days come, | 
ſaith the Lord, that I will make a new Covenant 
i with the Houſe of 1/72e), and Fudah, not according 
i to the Covenant which I made with their Fathers, | 
in the day that I took them by the hand to bring 
them out of the Land of Egypt, which my Covenant 
they broke. But this ſhall be the Covenant that! 
Jer. 31. will make with the Houſe of I/7ae/, after thoſe days, 
faith the Lord, I will put my Law in their inward | © 
Parts, and write it in their Hearts, and will be their 
God, and they ſhall be my People; and they ſhal! 
teach no more every Man his Neighbour, and every |,” 
Man his Brother, ſaying, Know the Lord, for they |: 
all ſhall know me, from the leaſt of them to the |* 
greateſt, ſaith the Lord; for I will forgive their Ini: 
quities, and will remember their Sin no more. 8 
So this is the Covenant, which the Lord is ma- 
king in theſe his Days, with tne Houſe of Iſrael, and 
with the Houſe of Fudah, and with all that do flow © 
to the Mountain of the Lord's Houſe, which is eſta- | 
bliſhed in the top of the Mountains, where all Na- 
tains ſhall flow unto it: For out of Zion goes forth | 
the Law, and the Word of the Lord from Feruſa- -- 
lem, which he writeth in the Heart, and putteth in 
the inward Parts. So here ye muſt look for your 
Law, and for your Teſtimony, which hath been 
bound and ſealed up among the Diſciples, which 
I/aiah ſaw, who ſaid, I will wait upon the Ro 
| that 
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” that hideth his Face from the Houſe of Facob, and 
Iwill look for him. 1/aiaþ knew that he would hide 
his Face, and that the Law and Teſtimony ſhould 
be bound and ſealed ; yet he did look for him, who 
is now come in theſe his Days, whoſe Law and Te- 
ſtimony is manifeſted, and written in the inward 
Parts; and the Days are come, which Joe! prophe- 
fied, who ſaid, It ſhall come to paſs afterward, I Joel 2. 
will pour out of my Spirit upon all Fleſh, your 
Sons and your Daughters ſhall propheſie; and alſo 
upon the Servants and on the Handmaids in thoſe 
Days will I pour out of my Spirit. For, behold, in 
theſe Days, and at that Time, when I ſhall bring 
again the Captivity of Fudah and Feruſalem, I will 
=> alſo gather all Nations, and will bring them down 
into the Valley of Febo/haphat, and will plead with 
them there. And again, Fear not, I am with thee, Joel 3. 
I will bring thy Seed from the Eaſt, and gather thee 
> © from the Weſt, and I will ſay to the North give up, 
| and to the South keep not back; bring my Sons 
from far, and my Daughters from the ends of the 
Earth: Bring forth the blind People that have Eyes, 
and the deaf that have Ears, let all Nations be ga- 
ther'd together, and let the People be aſſembled; for 
I will pour Water on him that is thirſty, and Floods FE 
upon the dry Ground; I will pour my Spirit upon | 
thy Seed, and my Bleſſing upon thine Off-ſpring. iſal. 43. | 
Here you may read the large Love and Mercy of | 
the Lord to all that will turn to the meaſure of his 
Spirit, which is Light, which he hath given to every 
one. If you look for the Promiſe of the Lord to 
be fulfilled, you muſt look for the Spirit; for the 
> Promiſe of God, is the Spirit; until the Spirit be 4 
 Poured upon us from on high, and the Wilderneſs 
be a fruitful Field, and the fruitful Field be counted 1fi, 32. | 
for a Foreſt. Mark, here your fruitful Field muſt | 
be counted for a Foreſt, when the Spirit is poured 
from on high; and that which hath been the Wil- | 
derneſs muſt be the fruitful Field; then {hall Judg- x 
ment dwell in the Wilderneſs, and Righteouſneſs re- bs 


M main 


—— ä—ͤ—ẽ 


main in that fruitful Field; the Work of Righteouſ- 
neſs ſhall be Peace, and the Effect of Righteouſneſs, 
Quietneſs and Aſſurance for ever; and my People 


„ {hall dwell in a peaceable Habitation, and in ſure 
il Dwellings, and in quiet Reſting-Places. © . 
U See now if ye can come to this, and own this Spi- 
Il rit-to teach you, and guide you, and lead you; this 
„ Promiſe you will receive and enjoy, when the Lord 
4 ſpeaks Comfortably unto Feruſalem, and bids the > 
. Prophet cry, that her Warfare is accompliſhed; ge 
5 ſaith, The Voice of him that cryeth in the Wilder- 
* neſs, Prepare ye the Way of the Lord, and make 
| ſtrait in the Deſart a high Way for our God. Now 7 
' God is à Spirit, and his Promiſe is the Spirit: The 
l| Lord came down in a Cloud, and ſpake unto him, 
[ Nam. and took off the Spirit that was upon him, and 
ll gave it unto the Seventy Elders; and it came to 
i paſs, that when the Spirit reſted upon them, they 7 
1 Propheſied, and did not ceaſe, Turn ye at my Re- 
Fl proof, behold, I will pour out my Spirit upon you, 
11 and I will make known my Words unto you. The 
| Lord hath ſaid, The parched Ground ſhall become 
[0 Prov. 1.4 Pool, the thirſty Land ſprings of Water, and an 
'F high Way ſhall be there, and a Way, that ſhall be 
1 called the Way of Holineſs; the unclean ſhall not + | 
1 paſs over it, but it ſhall be for thoſe, the way-faring 
# Men, though Fools, thall not err therein. No Lion 
[ | mall be there, nor any ravenous Beaſt go thereon, 
| they ſhall not be found there; but the redeemed © 
3 | thall walk there: And the ranſomed of the Lord ſhall x7 
i return, and come to Zion with Songs, and everlaſt- | % 
. ing Joy thall be upon their Head, and they ſhall ob- 
'F tainJoy and Gladneſs, and Sorrow and Sighing ſhall | 
1 fly away. 

So here is your Way, which you muſt paſs, even 

. in the Purity of the Spirit, which is the Way of Ho- 

1 lineſs, where the unclean cannot paſs; and when 

4$ ye are come into this Way, and paſling on in this 

$ | May, then ye may look tor your Priveleges: For 


die to whom the Promile is, the Spirit of the Lord 


ſhall 
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ſhall reſt upon him, and the Spirit of Wiſdom and 
Underſtanding, the Spirit. of Counſel and of Might, 


the Spirit of Knowledge and of the Fear of the 
Lord; and with Righteouſneſs doth he judge, and 


reprove with Equity: And he is ſet for an Enſign 
for the Nations, and ſhall aſſemble the outcaſts of 


Iſrael, and gather together the diſperſed of Fudah, 
from the four corners of the Earth; then ſhall the 
Lord utterly deſtroy the Tongue of the Egyptian Sea, 
and all the Power of Darkneſs; and with his migh- 
ty Wind, which is the Spirit, ſhall he ſhake his 
Hand over the River, and ſhall ſmite it in the ſeven 
Streams thereof, which is the Power of Egypt's Dark- 
neſs, and ſo make Men go over dry-ſhod; in the 
Spirit, there 1s the high Way for the Remnant of his 
People, who hears the Voice which doth cry, Unto 
every one that thirſteth, which ſaith, Encline your 
Ear, and come unto me, hear, and your Souls ſhall 
live; and Iwill make an Everlaſting Covenant with 
You, even the ſure Mercies of David. Behold, I have 


given him for a Witneſs unto the People, a Leader 


and Commander to the People: this Leader, and this 
Witneſs is in the Spirit. Seek ye the Lord while he 
may be found, call upon him while, he is near. Be- 
hold, thou ſhalt call a Nation that thou knoweſt 
not, and Nations that know not thee ſhall run un- 
to thee, becauſe of the Lord thy God, and the Holy 
One of 1/7ae/, for he hath glorified thee: This Pro- 
miſe is unto David, and unto his Seed for ever in 


the Spirit. For of the increaſe of his Government lla, 9: 


and Peace there ſhall be no end, upon the Throne of 
David, and upon his Kingdom, to order it, and to 
eſtabliſh it with Judgment and with Juſtice, fram 


_ henceforth even for ever. p f 
The Lord ſent a Word unto Jacob, and it hath iſal. 42. 


lighted upon J/rael. Now if ye will mind the Word, 
which the Lord hath ſent unto Jacob, this will 
lighten and open your blind Eyes, and the Lord's 


Promiſe will be tulfilled unto you, who hath ſaid, 


M2 I will 


i Pſal. 110 


[ 166 J 
I will bring the Blind by a Way that they know 
not, and I will lead them in Paths that they have 
not known ; I will make Darkneſs Light before them, 
and crooked Ways ſtraight. In thoſe Days, and at 
that time will I cauſe the Branch of Righteouſneſs 


to grow up unto David, and he ſhall execute Judg- 


ment and Righteouſneſs in the Land. In thoſe Days 


ſhall Judah be ſaved, and Jeruſalem ſhall dwell ſafe- 
ly: And this is Name, wherewith he ſhall be called, 


The Lord our Righteouſneſs. For thus ſaith the 


Lord, David ſhall never want a Man to fit upon the 


Throne of the Houſe of Iſrael. 
So this you muſt look tor in the Spirit, this Branch 
of Righteouſneſs is in the Spirit, and he executes 


Judgment in the Spirit; and this Promiſe of the Lord 


unto David 1s in the Spirit, And I will gather the 
Remnant of my Flock out of all Countries, whither 
I have driven them, and I will bring them again to 


their Folds, and they {hall be fruitful and increaſe; 


and I will ſet up Shepherds over them, which ſhall 
feed them, and they ſhall fear no more, nor be a- 
fraid, neither ſhall be lacking, ſaith the Lord: And 
the righteous Branch, that the Lord doth raiſe un- 
to David, the King that reigns and proſpers, is cal- 


led, the Lord our Righteouſneſs: He is the Righte- 
ouſneſs of all, and he executes Juſtice and Judgment 


in the Earth in Righteouſneſs: And David in Spirit 


called him Lord, who is our Kighteouſneſs, and the 
Righteouſneſs of all who are guided by him,and taught 
of him; and here ye muſt look for your King, and 
your Methah, in the Spirit. So kiſs the Son, left 
he be angry, and you periſh from the Way, when 
his Wrath is kindled but little: Bleſſed are they that 
truſt in him, who 1s Light, and a Spirit, that guides 
and leads his People in Paths they have not known. 
And this Aichuel the great Prince ye muſt look for 
within firſt; and they that are wiſe, and look for 


him where he is to be found, ſhall ſhine as the Bright- 
nels of the Firmament, and they that turn many 
| | to 


8 
$8 8 


. 

A. 1 h 
2 7 Dy 
7 9 
4 8 
3 * 


F Loh. 
to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever and ever; Pan 12. 
many ſhall be purified, and made white, and tried, 
but the Wicked ſhall do wickedly, and none of the 
Wicked ſhall underſtand, but the Wiſe ſhall under- 
ſtand. Doth not Wiſdom cry, and Underſtanding 
put forth her voice? unto you O Men I call, and Prov. 8. 
my voice is unto the Sons of Men: O ye Simple! 
Aunderſtand Wiſdom, and ye Fools be of an under- 
ſſtanding Heart: Councel is mine, and ſound Wiſ⸗ 
dom, I am Underſtanding, I have ſtrength, by me 
Kings reign, and Princes decree Juſtice; by me Prin- 
ces Rule, and Nobles, even all the Judges of the 
Earth | 
Here you may ſee the Univerſal Leading and Gui- 
ding and Governing of the Lord, is by his own Wil- zech. 4. 
dom and Counſel in the Spirit, not by might, nor 
Power, but by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord of Hoaſts: 
> Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord, or being 
his Counſellor hath taught him, with whom took he 
Counſel, and who inſtructed him in the path of Judg- 
ment, and taught him Knowledge, and ſhewed him 
the way of underſtanding? Behold, the Nations are 
as the drop of a Bucket, and all Fleſh is as graſs, 
and the graſs withereth, and the flower fadeth, be- 
cauſe the Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it, but 
the word of our God ſhall ſtand for ever. Tp 
This is the word which Moſes taught 1/rae!, when 
he ſaid, thou ſhalt hearken unto the voice of the 
Lord thy God, to keep his Commandments, and his 
Statutes, and if thou turn to the Lord thy God, 
with all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, for this 
Commandment, which I command thee this day is 
not hidden from thee, neither is it far off, but the 
word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in 
thy heart, that thou mayeſt do it. 5 
Mark, here the word was in their heart, where- 
by they might keep the Law and the Statutes; if 
they did turn to the Lord with all their Heart, and 
with all their Soul, 'then they could keep and do it. 
Noſes ſaith further, See I have ſet before thee this 
| | M3 | day, 
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Iſa. 40. 


Deut. 30 


Ya. 30. 


Ia. 40. 


cloth their covering. The Lord hath given me the 


in pieces. And David ſaith, thy word have I hid in 
my heart, that I might not ſin againſt thee: Thy 


ſireſt Truth in the inward parts, and in the hidden 


168 
day, Life and Death, Good and Evil; in that 1 


command thee this day to love the Lord thy God, 
to walk 1a his ways, to keep his Commandments, 
and his Statutes, and his Judgments, that thou may?- 
eſt live, and the Lord thy God will bleſs thee. If 
they walked in this, and kept this, it was Life; 
But if thy heart turn away, fo that thou wilt not 
hear, but ſhalt draw away, and worſhip other 
Gods, I denounce unto thee this day that thou ſhalt 
ſurely periſh. So here comes the deſtruction, by the 
heart turning away from the word, which is nig 
in the heart, which teacheth to love the Lord with - * 


all the heart, which word teaches to keep the Law, 


the Statutes, and the Judgments, and to walk in 


them: And though the Lord give you the bread of 


adverſity, and the water of affliction, yet ſhall not 


thy Teachers be removed into a corner any more, 
but thine eyes ſhall fee thy Teachers, and thine ears 
{hall hear'a word behind thee, ſaying, this is the 
way, walk in it, when ye turn to the right hand, 
or to the left. 7 | 

This is the word of the Lord that endures for e- 


ver; and by this doth the Lord teach his People: 1 


cloath the Heavens with blackneſs, and I make ſack- 


tongue of the Learned, that I ſhould know how to 
ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to him that is weary; he 
that hath an car, let him hear: Is not my word 
Jike a fire, and like a hammer that breaks the rocks 


word is a Lamp unto my Feet, and a Light unto my 
Paths. The word in Davids heart was a light unto 
him, and fo it is unto all, whoſe heart is upright, 
who is guided by the Light, which is the Word, 
which is the Spirit, which is the Law, which is 
written in the heart: David faith, behold, thou de- 


part ſhalt thou make me to know wiſdom. David 
learned Wiſdom in the hidden part; Waſh me 
| | throughly 


t! 


2 


[ 169 ] 


throughly from mine Iniquity, and cleanſe me from 
my Sin, purge me with Hyſop, and I ſhall be clean, 
> waſh me, and Iſhall be whiter than ſnow. 

> This is in the inward part, where the Lord deſi- 
- = reth Truth: Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right Spirit within me; caſt me not a- 
way from thy preſence, and take not thy. Holy Spi- 


my „ w 
1 


* 
+ wo 


r > ritfrom me; reſtore unto me the joy of thy Savation, 
t and uphold me with thy free Spirit. £7 
e Nere was David's ſtrength in the free Spirit, whoſe 
deſire was to be renewed in the inward parts, who 
knew the Sacrifice that God accepted; for thou de- 


„ſireſt not Sacrifice, elſe would I give it thee, but 
thou delighteſt not in burnt-offerings ; The Sacr1- ?fal. r. 
ces of God are a broken Spirit, a broken and a con- 
>} trite Heart, O God thou wilt not deſpiſdm. 
This is the Sacrifice God only accepts, Truth in 
the inward parts, where the righteouſneſs of his Law 
is known, and ſeen: The Lord is nigh to them that 
are of a broken heart, and ſaveth ſuch as be of a 
contrite Spirit. Here the Lord writeth his Law, 1 
and here he placeth his fear. The mouth of the“. 37. 
Righteous ſpeaketh Wiſdom, and his Tongue talk- 
eth of Judgment; the Law of God is in his heart, 
none of his ſteps ſhall ſlide. The Law of God is 
perfect, converting the Soul, the Teſtimony; of the 
Lord is ſure, making wiſe the Simple, the Statutes 
of the Lord are right, rejoycing the heart, the Com- 
mandment of the Lord is pure, enlightning the eyes, 
the fear of the Lord 1s clean, enduring for ever; the 
Judgments of the Lord are true and righteous, alto- 
gether more to be deſired are they than Gold, yea val. 19. 
than much fine Gold, ſweeter alſo than Honey, and 
the Honey-comb, by them is thy Servant forewarn- 
ed, and in keeping of them there is great reward. 

See how David reads them in his pure heart, and 
ranks them up together; who knows the worth and 
value of them, who lives in uprightneſs and purity, 

in keeping the righteous Judgments and Statutes of pai. 115 
the Lord, who ſaith, I wall run the way of th 
| - " Comman na 
1 


all keep it to the end, give me underſtanding, and 
1 ſhall know thy Law. 5 


Here is David's way in the Commandments, in 


Niglit in their ſeaſon, then may alſo my Covenant 


| Plal, 33. 


ny — 
Commandments, when thou ſhalt enlarge my heart : 


T-ach me, O Lord the way of thy Statutes, and I 


the Statutes, in keeping of the Law, in the Teſti- 


mony, in the word, in the fear of the Lord, in the '* 


- 
© 
5 


Precepts, and in the Righteouſneſs; and this is the 


way of all the Righteons who are pure in heart; 


who only ſees God; and unto this Spirit of David, 
which leads unto Purity and Holineſs, is the Pro- 
Jer. 32. miſe of the Lord eſtabliſhed for ever. Thus ſaith 7 


15 
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the Lord, if ye can break my Covenant of the Day 
and of the Night, that there ſhould not be Day and 


be broken with David my Servant, that he ſhould 
not have a Son to reign upon his Throne: As the [ 
Hoaſt of Heaven cannot be numbred, neither the 


L 


Seed of David my Servant. 

This is the day of the fulfilling of this Promiſe to 
all David's Seed, and David's Spirit, Bleſſed are the 
undefiled in the way, who walk in the Law of the 
Lord: O how do I love thy Law, it is my medita- 
tion all the day, unleſs thy Law had been my de- 
light, I ſhould have periſhed in mine affliction; my 
Soul 1s continually in mine hand, yet do I not for- 
get thy Law. Take not the word of thy Truth out 
of my mouth, for I have hoped in thy judgments, 
ſo that I keep thy Law continually, for ever, and 
ever. Here David kept the Law through the word 
for ever: O Lord, thy word is ſetled in Heaven. 


The word of the Lord is right, and all his works - | | 


are one in truth. Before Iwas afflicted I went aſtray, 
but now have I kept thy word; the Proud hath for- 
ged Lyes againſt me, their heart is fat as greaſe, 


but J have kept thy Law: The Law of*®thy mouth 


Prov. 6. 


\ 


is better to me than thouſands of Gold and Silver. 
The entrance of thy word giveth Light. And Solo- 
mon ſaith, The Commandment is a Lamp, __ the 

| | . a 
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Sand of the Sea meaſured, ſo will I multiply the = 
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Law is Light, and the reproofs of Inſtruction are 
the way of Life: This is the way of Life, the Light, 
which is the Law, where reproofs are, where the In- 
ſtruction is leading and guiding in the pure path. 
Hearken unto me ye that know Righteouſneſs, the 
People in whoſe heart is my Law: Hearken unto me, iſa. 51. 
O my People, give ear unto me, O my Nation, for 


2 Law ſhall proceed from me, and I will make my 


L Judgment to reſt for a Light: My Righteouſneſs 1s 


near, my Salvation is gone forth, and mine arm 

{hall judge the People, and the Ifles ſhall wait upon 

me, and on my arm ſhall they truſt. 2 
Here is the Righteouſneſs of the Law brought near 


to them whoſe minds are turned to the Light, which 


leads into Righteouſneſs, and teacheth Righteouſ- 
neſs, all them that waits upon the arm of the Lord. 


Por the Lord God is gathering his ſheep where they 


have been ſcattered, for thus ſaith the Lord God, 
Behold I, even I, will both ſearch my ſheep, and 

ſeek them out, as a Shepherd ſeeketh out his Flock, 

in the day that he is among his Sheep that are ſcat- 

tered; ſo I will ſeek out my Sheep, and will deliver 
them out of all places, where they have been ſcat- 
tered in the cloudy and dark day, and I will bring 
them out from the People, and gather them from 
the Countries, and will bring them into their own 
Land, and feed them upon the Mountains of 1/7ae/, 


by the Rivers, in all the inhabitable Places of the 


Country : I will feed them in a good Paſture, and 
upon the high Mountains of 1/rae/, there ſhall their 
Fold be. Mark, there is the Lord's Houſe eſtabli- 
thed, in the top of the Mountains, unto which the 
Nations flows, there ſhall they lie down in a good 
Fold, and ina fat Paſture ſhall they feed, and I will 
cauſe them to lie down faith the Lord God, and I 
will ſeek that which is loſt, and bring again that 
which is driven away, and I will bind up that 


_ which is broken, and will ſtrengthen that which is 


ſick, but I will deſtroy the fat and the ſtrong, I will 


feed them with Judgment: Therefore will I ſave my 
5 Flock, 


8 


[ _ 


Flock, and they ſhall be no 3 4 Prey, and Iwill! 
judge between Cattle, and Cattle, and I will ſet up 
Ezek-34- one Shepherd, even my Servant David, he ſhall feed 
them, and he ſhall be their Shepherd, and I the Lord "MY 
will be their God, and my Servant David a Prince 
among them, I the Lord have ſpoken it. 1 
This Prophecy is the Lord bringing to paſs, and 
gathering his Flock, and raiſing up the Plant of his 
Renown, which ſhall never be conſumed, but ſhall = 
grow up to the praiſe and glory of his Name : ; for 
the Stone cut out of the Mountain without hands, 
is ſmiting the Image upon his Feet, which is Iron, 
and Clay, and the Braſs, and the Silver, and the = 
Gold is he breaking to pieces, and it 1s becoming as 
the chaff of the threſhing- floor, that withereth a- 
way ; and the Stone that ſmites the Image is beco- 
ming a great Mountain, and it ſhall fill the whole 
Earth; and the Thrones are caſting down, and the 
Ancient of Days doth fir, whoſe Garment is white as 
Snow, and the Hair of his Head as pure Wool; his 
Throne is like the Fiery Flame, a Fiery Flame iſſu- * 
eth and cometh out before him, Thoufand Thou-- 
ſands give Praiſes to him, and Fen Thouſand times 
Ten Thouſand give Glory and Honour before him; 
and Judgment is ſet, and the Books are opening, It 
and the Beaſt is coming to be flain, and his Body tro 
be given to the burning flame; who bears his Image, 
and have his Mark, who have fallen down and wor- 1 
ſhiped him; his Power is falling, and the Dragon 
that gives him his Power is chaining, and the mea- 
ſuring reed is gone forth that meaſures the Tewple, 
and leaves ont the Court; and the guſt Ballance is 
weighing, and the tried Stone is Judging, the prect- 
ous Corner Stone, which lays Judgment to the Line, 
and Righteouſneſs to the Plummet; fo all that de- 
fires to know the Living God, who deſires to have 
the Light of his Countchance to thine upon them, 
turn to the Light within you, this is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life, and there is no other W ay, 
nor Name under Heaven by which any hall be 4 
ved, 


weng 9 
pore | 


1 


ved, or come to the knowledge of the true God, for 
"> God is Light, and God is a Spirit, and God is the 
Word; and this is the Bleſſing wherewith Moſes the 
Man of God bleſſed the Children of 1/rae/; and he 
aid, The Lord came from Sinai, and roſe up from 
Heir unto them, and he ſhined forth from Mount 
Dran; from his right hand went a fiery Law for 
them. | | 
This is the Law which the Saints receive from the 
Lords right hand, which burns up all the chaff, 
and cuts down all that is contrary to it: The Fla- 
ming Sword that keeps the Tree of Life, he that can 
receive it, let him. ; 
So now, if ye will come out of the old Covenant, 
which Covenant ye have broken, and fo are Cove- 
nant breakers with God, and cannot. be accepted in 
that Condition, but lies deſolate and forſaken; So 
if ye will be accepted of God, or received unto him, 
ye muſt come into the new Covenant, for there is 
God engaged to you, and there is God known, in 
the Spirit, and there is God worſhiped in the Spirit, f 
where the Law is written in the heart, and the Spi- ; 
rit put in the inward parts, which teacheth righte- | 
ouſneſs, and leads and guides into purity, which 
Spirit circumciſeth the heart, which is the Seal of 
= the new Covenant, circumciſion which is of the 
heart, in the Spur. 7 -_—- „ 
So be not faithleſs and unbelieving, {till going on 
in hardneſs of heart, and in the provocation, as 
* your Fathers did, which grieved the Lord, that he 
ſwore in his wrath, they ſhould not enter into his 
reſt; they tempted him, and proved him, and would 
not believe in his works, and ſo entered not becauſe 
of unbelief. And the Prophet I1/azah complained, 
and ſaid, who hath believed our report, hardneſs of 
heart, and unbelief hath been your ruine, ye would 
not believe your going to Babylon, which the Lord 
ipoke by Feremiah, but would rather hearken toJer. 28. 
Hananiab the falſe Prophet. And the Lord com- 
manded you, ſaying, let not your Prophets and 
) Diviners 


Ia. 30. 


Iſa. 30. 


and to the Prophets, Prophecy not unto us right 


Jer. 38. 


Jer. 7. 


hearkned not unto me, nor enclined their ear, but 


1 174 } 


Diviners be in the middeſt of you, who deceives 
you, for they Prophecy falſly in my Name; and I 7 
have not ſent them, ſaith the Lord: And the Pro- 
phet I/aiah cried, woe to the rebellious Houſe, ſaith = 
the Lord, that taketh councel, but not of me, that 


cover with a covering, but not of my Spirit. 


No go ye write it before them in a Table, and 
note it in a Book, that it may be for the time to 


come, for ever and ever, that this is a rebellious 


People, lying Children, Children that will not hear 


the Law of the Lord, which ſay to the Seers, ſee not, 


things, ſpeak unto us ſmooths things, Prophecy de- 
ceits. And you would not hear the Roll that the 
Lord by Feremiah made to be written, but when it 


came to paſs, when Fehudi had read three or four 
lines, he cut it with the Pen knife, and caſt it into 


the fire that was on the hearth, ſo cauſed Jeremiah 


and Baruch to be caſt into the Dungeon, and thus 


you requited the Lord evil for good, who had always 
thoughts of good towards you, and thoughts of 
Peace; Since the day that your Fathers came out of 
the Land of Egypt, unto this day, faith the Lord; I 


Have ſent my Servants the Prophets, ſaith the Lord, 


daily riſing up early, and ſending them, yet they 


hardened their necks, they did worſe than their 
Fathers. s 


This hath been your Sin all along, you would not 


believe the Lord when he ſpoke to you, neither by 


Moſes, nor by his true Prophets, but yet did ſet up 


and eſtablith falſe Prophets among you; your Fa- 


Act. 7.53 thers received the Law by the diſpenſation of An- 


gels, and have not kept it; but have broken it; for 
Aſoſes ſaid, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with 


all thy Heart, with all thy Soul, and with all thy 


Mind, thou ſhalt be perfect with the Lord thy God: 

And Moſes ſaid, The Lord thy God will raiſe up un- 

to thee a Prophet like unto me, unto him ſhalt thou 

hearken, according to all that thou deſiredſt of Fe 
5 Lor 


- „ 
Lord thy God in Horeb, in the Day of thy Aſſem 
bly; ſaying, Let me not hear again the Voice of the 
Lord my God, neither let me ſee the great Fire any 
more, that J die not. | 

© This was terrible to you, Thundrings and Light- 
nings, and the Noiſe of the Trumpet, and the Moun- 
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2X tain ſmoking; and the thick Darkneſs, which was 
where God was: This ye deſired to ſee no more; and 
God was pleaſed to anſwer your Deſire, and ſaid un- 
to Moſes, They have well ſpoken that which they 
have ſpoken; I will raiſe them up a Prophet, from 
among their Brethren, like unto thee, and will put 
my Words in his Mouth, he ſhall ſpeak unto them, i 
all that I command him: And it ſhall come to pals, ; 
that whoſoever will not hearken unto my Words, | 
which he ſhall ſpeak in my Name, I will require it 
of Him ; | | 
And unto this Prophet ye have not hearkened, yet 
unto this Day, nor obeyed his Voice: And now 1s 
the Prophet ſpeaking unto you in the Spirit, which 
is Light, which is in the midſt of thee.  _ 
And now, if ye will hear, and believe in this Pro- 
phet, this is the Word which Moſes ſaid, was nigh, 
in the Heart, which the Lord hath raiſed in this his 
Day, that all Men through him might believe: The 
Light is riſen in the Hearts and Conſciences of Men, 
by which the Lord teaches all Nations, and gathers 
all Nations into one; which is like unto Hoſes, who 
ſaith, This Commandment which I command thee 
this day, is not hidden from thee, neither is it far 
off; it is not in Heaven, that thou ſhould'ſt ſay, 
Who ſhall go up for us to Heaven, to bring it un- 
to us, that we may hear it, and do it? Neither is it 
beyond the Sea, that thou ſhould'ſt ſay, Who ſhall 
go over the Sea for it, to bring it unto us, that we 
may hear it, and do it? But the Word (and the Pro- 
phet) is very nigh, in thy Heart, that thou may'ſt 
hear it, and do it. Here thou muſt find the Prophet 
that the Lord promiſed unto Mo/es, that he would 
raiſe up, if ever thou find him. I have not ſpoken 
| | in 
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in ſecret, ſaith the Lord, in a dark place of the 

Earth; I ſay not unto the Houſe of Jacob, Seek ye 
my Face in vain. I the Lord ſpeak Righteouſneſs, I 
deſire things that are right. Aſſemble your ſelves, 
and come near together: Who hath declared this 


Ih, 45. 


Ifa: 28. 


[196] 


from ancient Times? who hath told it from that 


time? have not I the Lord? And there is no God fe 
elſe beſides me, a juſt God and a Saviour, and there 


is none beſides me; look unto me, and be ye ſaved, 
all the ends of the Earth. : 


And to this Word and Prophet muſt all the ends 


of the Earth look, that are ſaved. Therefore thus 
ſaith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Sion for a Foun- 
dation, a Stone, a tryed Stone, a Precious Corner- 
Stone, a ſure Foundation; he that believes, ſhall not 


make haſte : Judgment alſo ſhall he lay to the Line, 


and Righteouſneſs to the Plammet. 
This is He that is laid in Son, a ſure Foundation, 


Whoever believes in him, lays Judgment to the Line: 
For Sion is redeemed through Judgment, and her 


lla. 43. 


Converts with Righteouſneſs. Ye are my Witneſſes, 
ſaith the Lord, and my Servant, whom I have cho- 
ſen, that ye may know and believe me, and un- 


derſtand that I am he; before me there was no God 
formed, neither ſhall there be any after me: I have 


declared, and I have ſaved, and I have ſhewed, when 
there was no ſtrange God in you. Therefore ye are 
my Witneſſes, ſaith the Lord, that I am God. Re- 
memember ye not former things, neither conſider 
the things of old: Behold, I will do a new thing, 


ſhall ye not know 1t? I will even make a Way in 


the Wilderneſs, and Rivers in the Deſart. 
Now fee if you can believe in the Lord, who is 


doing a new thing, and 1s bringing forth his migh- 


ty Works, even among the Heathen, The Lord is 
working a Work in theſe Days, which ye wall not 


believe, though it be told you. | 


Now if ye love your Souls, and your Eterna 
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Good, be no more ſtiff.necked and unbelieving, but : 


come down into the Fear of the Lord, and let the 
Light 


Light of the Lord, which checks you for Sin and 
Evil, ſearch you, and try you, and ſee your Foun- 
dation where you ſtand, who always were a Rebel- 
lions People againſt the Lord, ſo that he complains, 
My People would not hearken to my Voice, and 

Ifrael would have none of me: Oh that my People Pfal. Sr. 
Z would have hearkened unto me, and Jrael would 
have hearkened to my Ways! how ſoon would I have 
= ſibdued their Enemies, and turned my Hand againſt 
their Adverſaries. And Aſoſes ſaid, Of the Rock 
that begat thee thou art unmindful, and haſt for- 
gotten God that formed thee: And when the Lord 
ſaw it, he abhorred thee; and he ſaid, I will hide 
my Face from them, I will ſee what their End ſhall 
be; for they are a very froward Generation, Chil- 
2 dren in whom there is no Faith. 
And again, the Lord faith unto Maſes, how long 
will this People provoke me? and how long will it 
be ere they believe me, for all the Signs that T have 
= ſhewed amongſt them. So here you ſtand yet in the 
Unbelief and Hardneſs of Heart, and Stiit-necked- 
2 neſs; and now it is time for you to return unto the 
Lord, who calls you, and to believe on him, and 
= hearken to his Voice within you, his Witneſs and 
Teſtimony which he hath given you, which teſtifies 
againſt all Sin, and all Unrighteouſneſs, and all Un- 
belief, and Hard-heartedneſs, and Uncleanneſs ; and 
this teſtifies againſt all Oppreſſion and Wrong; there 
is that in your Hearts which tells you, that you 
mould do unto all Men, as ye would they ſhould 
do unto you: This is Juſt, this is Righteous, this is 
Equal. There is that in you which teſtifies againſt 
Lying and falſe Swearing, and bearing falſe Wit- 
neſs againſt your Neighbour : There is that in your 
Conſciences which tells you, you ſhould have no other 
God, but the living God, and that ye ſhould not 
make any graven Image. - | 
Now it you do not mind that of God in you, to 
guide you and lead you, you ſerve not the livin 
God, but make an Image in your Minds of him, 
which 


— 


nor reconciliation with God; if ever ye know ney 


——— — 


1 , 
which the Light of God in you lets you fee is not 
the Truth. If ye will come down to the Light of 
God in you, it will ſhew you your Hardneſs of 

Heart, and your Hypocriſie, and your Rebellion a. 
gainſt the living God; and if you mind the Light 

of God in you, which will rip you up, and lay open 
all the Secrets of your Hearts: It lets you ſee, that 
you have taken the Name of the Lord in vain, and 
that you are guilty before the Lord of Sin and Tranſ- 
greſſion; and the Light of the living God will let. 
you ſee, that you have not kept the Sabbath and 
Faſt to the Lord; which is, to looſe the Bands of 
Wickedneſs, and to undo the heavy Burthens, ant 
to let the Oppreſſed go free, and to break ever 
Yoke; this is the Faſt. which the Lord hath choſen, * 
and this ye have not done yet. The Light will let 


** 


you ſee, the Bands of Wickedneſs are yet unbroken, 


and theJuſt Witneſs of God ſuffers Oppreſhon in you :- 
For if you had kept this Faſt, then ſhould the Light 
break forth as the Morning, and your Health ſhould} | 
ſpring forth ſpeedily, and Righteouſneſs ſhould go 
before thee, and the Glory of the Lord ſhould be thy! 
Rereward. Here would be a Sabbath and Reſt to the! 
Juſt of God, which is in Bonds in you, and in Op- 
preſſion, which the true Faſt of the Lord would 
break. The pure Light of God in you, doth let you 
ſee, that you ought not to ſteal, nor to kill, which 
ſaith, Thou ſhalt do no Murther, Thou ſhalt not 
bear falſe Witneſs, Thou ſhalt not covet. If you 
would bring your Minds to the pure Eternal Light 
of God in you, you would hear the ſame Voice off 


God, as ever was, who is manifeſted in this his Day, 


in his Spirit. And this Light and Spirit of the li- 
ving God will let you ſee your ſelves to be Com- 
mandment - breakers, to be Sabbath - breakers, and 
Covenant-breakers; this will let you ſee, that you 
are out of the way, and that you are become filthy Þ 
and corrupt. | - 
And in this Condition there is no peace for you, 


an 


ou And ſoif you would abide here in this pure Light 
ght and Spirit, ye would know Life Eternal; and then 
ulld, ye would know what the Lord ſaid, when he ſaid, 
g I would have fed them with the fineſt Wheat, and 
thy | wel Honey out of the Rock would J have ſatisfied 
2 Thee. 
And ſoas you come to waitin the Light, and abide 
in the Light, you will come to know this, and ſo the Hab. 24 
juſt will come to live, tor the Juſt lives by Faith. 
So wait in the Light of the Lord, who is ſending 

forth the Light of his Truth in this his day; They 

that wait on the Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength, 
bleſſed are all they that wait for him; David faith, 

Let integrity and uprightneſs preſerve me, for 1 
wait on thee: And again, wait on the Lord, be of 
E good courage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen thy heart; 
wait 1 ſay on the Lord, thoſe that wait on the Lord 
mall inherit the Earth; I wait for the Lord, my 
Soul doth wait, in his word do I hope; My Soul 
waiteth for the Lord, more than they that watch 

for the Morning; Let Jae! hope in the Lord, for + 
With the Lord there is Mercy, he ſhall redeem I/ ef 139. 
a ael from all his Iniquity. > | 


7 1 f 
Not and atonement with God, ye muſt come to the 1 
it of Light, to be proved by the Light, and tried by the * 
s of} Light, and led by the Light, and guided by the 1 
n a” Light. „ 5 ö | 
ight And this will lead you into all Truth, and Righ- 8. 
Pen teouſneſs and Peace; and here you will be waſhed, by 
that and purged, and purified, and the vail will be ta- 15 
and ken off and rent, which is over your heart, and the Lis 
anſ. true Circumciſion will be known, which is of the 1 
let, heart, in the Spirit, and the offering of a broken = 
and and contrite heart, which the Lord only accepteth = 
ls ot will be known, and the Sabbath of the Lord will be 3 
and known, where there is true reſt and peace, and true $ 
7ery worſhiping in the Spirit, and the holy day will be A 
ſen, known, but all this is known by the waſhing of the * 
| let blood of the everlaſting Covenant, which cleanſes | 
cen, from all Sin. 55 
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Now if ye can believe David, you will come to 
wait upon the Lord, your Soul will wait upon the 
Lord, more than they that watch for the Morning, 
And David faith, The Lord is my Light and Salva- | 
tion, in thy Light I ſhall fee Light. And again, 
he ſhall bring forth thy Righteouſneſs as Light: 
And again, God is the Lord who hath ſhewed us his 
Light. Here did David wait upon the Lord in his 
Frou. 2. Light. And Solomon faith, wait on the Lord and 
he ſhall ſave thee. He ſhall not fail nor be diſcou- 7 
_ Taped till he have ſet Judgment in the Earth, and 
the Iſles ſhall wait for his Law; and they that wait 
upon the Lord, ſhall mount up as with Eagles wings, 
they ſhall walk and not be weary, run, and not 
Faint. . | 
So here is your way, and no Salvation ſhall ye 
find in any other; but as you come into the fear of 
the Lord, to wait upon him 1n-his Light in you, to 
791 your Minds, when you turn to the right 
and, or to the left; being guided by the Light, 
this will ſtrengthen your heart, and this will lead 
you to uprightneſs and ſingleneſs of heart. 

And here ye muſt know your King he 1s Juſt and 
Righteous, having Salvation, and he rules and reigns 
in Juſtice and Righteonſneſs; and ſo waiting here 
in the Spirit, you will come to receive the promiſes 
of the Lord unto you, who is now holding forth 
his hand of Love unto you, and if ever ye come to 
know him, or to know the Kingdom reſtored unto 
Iſrael, ye muſt prepare to meet him in the Spirit, 
eternally ye {ſhall witneſs this to be Truth: And as 
ye are ſubject and obedient to the Teaching, and 
Leading and Guiding ot the Lord in the Spirit, ſo 
will he ſave you from all your uncleanneſs, and you 
will receive his Promiſe, and ſo the dry Bones will 
come to live, and the wind will breath from the 
four winds, that they may live, and you will re- 
ceive this promiſe. Thus faith the Lord, I will o- 

pen your graves, and I will cauſe you to come up 
out of your graves, and you ſhall know that I _ : 
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the Lord, when I have opened your graves, and. 
brought you up out of your graves, and I will put 
my Spirit within you, and ye {ſhall live. More- 


over I will make a Covenant of peace with them, 


it ſhall be an everlaſting Covenant with them, and 
I will place them, and multiply them, and I will 
ſet my Sanctuary in the midſt of them for evermore. 


My Tabernacle alſo ſhall be with them, yea, I will Ek. 3. 


be their God, and they ſhall be my People, and the 
Heathen ſhall know that I the Lord do ſanctifie 
Iſrael, when my Sanctuary ſhall be in the midſt of 
them for evermore. 

So as you wait in the pure Eternal Spirit of Light, 


this you will come to ſee fulfilled, according to 


your faithfulneſs, and according to your obedience, 


for obedience is required, and the new Covenant, 


which is Light, leads into Obedience, which is bet- 


> ter than Sacrifice. x 


This Moſes Prophecied of, when he ſpoke of your 
Trouble and Afflictions which were to come upon 


you; he ſaith; Even in the latter days, if thou turn Devt. 4 


to the Lord thy God, and ſhalt be obedient unto 
his voice, the Lord thy God is a merciful God, he 
would not forſake thee. . | 

And again; It ſhall come to paſs when all theſe 


things are come upon thee, the Bleſſings and the 


Curſes, which I have ſet before thee, and ſhalt call 
them to mind among all the Nations whither the 
Lord thy God hath driven thee, and ſhalt return 
unto the Lord thy God, and ſhalt obey his voice, 
according to all that I command thee this day, thou 
and thy Children, with all thy heart, and with all 


thy ſoul; That the Lord thy God ſhall turn away Deut 3e 


thy Captivity, and will have compaſſion upon thee, 
and will return and gather thee from all Nations, 
whither the Lord thy God hath ſcattered the. 
See now whether ye will believe Hoſes, and whe- 
ther ye will be obedient to the Prophet, that the 


Lord is raiſing, like unto Mojes, (which is Light) 


to which, if ye will be obedient, it will gather you 
pr from 


the voice of the Lord in his Spirit, ſo will it be un- 


Joel a, 


willing and obedient eats the good of this Land. 


[ 182 


from all Nations whither you are ſcattered, and 
bring you into the good Land, where there is one 
Heart, and one Spirit, where the Lord is one, and 
his Name one, and this is the Land of Promiſe, ane 
the Covenant of God unto you, and all Nations, 
who come to know him in the Spirit, they that are 


and they that are afar off, ſhall come and build in 
the Temple of the Lord, and ye ſhall know that 
the Lord hath ſent me unto you; And this ſhall 7 
come to paſs, if you diligently obey the voice f 
the Lord your God. 1 
So here is the Condition, and Promiſe and Cove- 
nant of the Lord; according to your obedience to 
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to you. And now the Prophecy of Hoſea is fulfil- 7 
led upon you, you have been many days without a a2 
King, without a Prince, and without a Sacrifice, 
and without an Ephod. L 

Now if you would return unto the Lord in obe- 
dience to his Light in you, and ſeek the Lord, and 
David your King, and fear the Lord and his good- | 7 
neſs in theſe latter days, it would go well with you, 
for the Lord deſireth Mercy, and not Sacrifice, and 


the knowledge of the Lord more than burnt-offer« 
Ings. _ 


And if ye deſire to know the Lord, you muſt 
turn your minds unto his Light, there will you 
come to know him, and feel him, and find him near; 
then will you know the Trumpet of the Lord that 
is blown in Sion, and the alarm ſounded in his holy 
mountain, which makes all the Inhabitants of the 
Earth to tremble, when the day of the Lord co- F* 
meth, for it is nigh at hand. And it is come to 
paſs, which the Prophet Prophecied of, Zeph. 4. at 
that time it ſhall come to paſs that I will ſearch F*e- I 
74ſzlem with Candles, and puniſh the Men that are 
{etled on their lees, the day of the Lord diſcovers W 
them, and will be ſorrow and diſtreſs unto them, 
the great day of the Lord is near, it 1s near, 3 
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haſts greatly, even the voice of the day of the Lord; 
that day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble, and 
diſtreſs, a day of darkneſs and gloomineſs, a day of 
the Trumpet and Allarm. ; | 
So wait in the pure Light that ſhineth in you; 
and there you will ſee this day of the Lord, and 
hear the voice of this day near; Therefore wait up- 
on me, ſaith the Lord, until the day that I rife up 


to the prey; for my determination is to gather the 
Nations, that I may aſſemble the Kingdoms, to pour 
upon them mine indignation, even all my fierce an- 
ger, for all the Earth ſhall be devoured, with the 


fire of my indignation. | 
Who waits upon the Lord in his pure Light and 


3 Spirit, ſhail ſee this fulfilled, and ſhall be preſer- 
ved in the Lords Light, for then will I turn to the 


People a pure Language, that they may all call up- 


on the Name of the Lord, to ſerve him with one 


conſent. — 
Here is the one Light that gathers into one, here 


is the one Spirit, and the one Heart, and here is the 
pure Language learned, here the envy of Ephraim 
= ſhall depart, and the Adverſaries of Fudab ſhall be 
cut off; Ephraim ſhall not envy Fudab, and Fudab 
hall not vex Ephraim, when the gathering of the 
Nations is unto this Enſign, when the Lord thy God 
is in the midſt of thee, who is mighty to ſave, he 
will rejoyce over thee: Then ſing, and rejoyce Ok. 8. 


Daughter of Zion, for lo I come, and will dwell in 
the midſt of thee, faith the Lord; And many Na- 
tions ſhall be joined to the Lord in that day, and 
mall be my People, and I will dwell in the midſt 
of thee; and the Lord ſhall inherit Fudah his 
Portion in the Holy-Land, and ſhall chuſe Feru- 


'Þ Jalem again, but let all Fleſh be ſilent before the xc, 1. 


Lord, for he is riſen up, out of his holy Habitati- 
on, where no fleſh can come, nor the ſervice of no 
fleſh is accepted, but all fleſh is to be ſilent before 
the Lord, for the pure worſhip of God is in the Spi- 
rit, which is one in all, which is the Enſign that is 
” N 3 ſet, 
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ſet, for the gathering of all Nations together in the © 
one Spirit, and one heart, where the Lord is in the 
midſt, and the glory of this latter Houſe is greater 
than the former, ſaith the Lord of Hoaſts; In this 
place will I give peace, and in that day will the 


Lord defend the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and he 


that is feeble among them, at that day ſhall be as 
David, and the Houſe of David {hall be as God, as L 


the Angel of the Lord before them ; and it ſhall come 


to paſs in that day, that I will ſeek to deſtroy all 


Nations that come againſt Feruſalem. 


This you may look for, when there is pure obe- 
dience, and waiting in the Light upon the Lord, 
to be guided, and his mighty power, and arm to 
carry on, then will the-Lord fulfil his Promiſe, who 


faith, I will make thee a ſharp threſhing Iaſtrument, 
having teeth, thou fhalt threſh the Mountains, and 


beat them ſmail, and make the Hills as Chaff, and 
then the Promiſe of the Lord will be fulfilled, I will > 
pour upon the Houſe of David, and upon the Ina - 
bitants of Jeruſalem the Spirit of Grace, and of 
Supplication, and they ſhall look upon me whom 
they have pierced, and mourn for him, as one 
mourneth for his only Son, and be in bitterneſs for 


him, as dne that is in bitterneſs for his firſt born. 


2 


„ > > 50) ty Wan 3 2 


Waiting in the Light, in the pure fear and ſub?: 


jection, there will ye come to ſee him whom ye have 
pierced, and when ye ſee him, ye will mourn over 
him, as one that mourneth for his firſt- born; and 


then the Spirit of Grace and Supplication you will 


know, and then the Fountain ye will ſee opened, 


which is to the Houſe of David, and to the Inhabi- 


rech. 14. tants of Jeruſalem, for ſin and for uncleanneſs: And 


in that day the living waters ſhall go out from Je- 


7uſalem, and the Lord ſhall be King over all the ; 3 
Earth: Inthat day there ſhall be one Lord, and his 53 


Name one. | 
And ſo here is your Head, and your Reſt, and 
your Kingdom, and your Land of Promiſe ; and 
to this you mult pais in the Spirit; there EN 

| | other 


5 


ther way but the Light, the way of Holineſs, 
> which is through the Wilderneſs, and through the 

; Deſart. | a . ; | 
And as ye paſs in this way, ye will know the 
ſhaking down of the Power of Darkneſs: Thus ſaith 
the Lord of Hoaſts. yet once, and it is a little while, 


2 and I will ſhake the Heavens, and the Earth, and 


the Sea, and the dry Land, and Iwill ſhake all Na- * 
tions, and the deſire of all Nations ſhall come, and 
Iwill fill this Houſe with Glory, ſaith the Lord of 
Hoaſts, Glory and Honour be to the Lord for ever- 
more. 5 5 | 
Noa as ye wait in the Eternal Light, and your 
minds are kept to it, this you will read near, for 


= theſe Scriptures were ſpoken forth, from an Eter- 
= nal Spirit within, and no other Spirit can read 
them, but the ſame that ſpoke them forth, which 
= Spirit is Light, which all the Servants and Meſſen- 
gers of God ſpoke from, which the natural Man 


* knoweth not, where the power of Darkneſs reigns. 


> Behold I fend my Meſſenger, and he ſhall prepare 
the way before me, and the Lord whom ye ſeek, 


mall ſuddenly come to his Temple, even the Meſ- 
enger of the Covenant whom ye delight in: Be- 
hold he ſhall come, faith the Lord of Hoaſts, but 


who may abide the day of his coming, and who 


ſhall ſtand when he appears? for he is like a Refi- 
ner's Fire, and like Fuller's Soap, and he ſhall fit as 
a Refiner and Purifier of Silver, and he thall purifie 
the Sons of Levi, and purge them as Gold and Sil- 
ver, that they may offer to the Lord an offering in 
Righteouſneſs; then ſhall the offerings of Fudah and 
Feruſalem be pleaſant unto the Lord, as in the days 
of old, and as in former years. As the pure obedi- 
ence to the pure Light is given, ſo there will be pur- 


ging and purifying, and the Refiner ſhall fit, and if. 25. 


purely purge away thy droſs, and take away thy 
tinn; who ſaith, Iwill come near to you in Judg- 

ment, and I will be a ſwift witneſs againſt the Sor- 
cerer, and the Adulterer, and the talſe Swearer ; 


. for 


„ 
for Jam the Lord, I change not, therefore ye Sons 
of Jacob be not conſumed. | | 


So as ye love your Souls, and your Eternal Peace 
turn to the Lord, that calls you, whoſe Spirit will 


not always ſtrive with Man, whoſe hand of Love is 


continued and holden forth to you. 


Do not always hate to be reformed, leaſt he break = 
in upon you, and deſtroy you, for he hath put on 
Righteouſneſs as a Breaſt-plate, and a Helmet of i: 
Salvation upon his head, and he hath put on the 5 


Garments of vengeance for cloathing, and 1s clad 


with Zeal as with a Cloak, according to your deeds, 7 
accordingly he will repay fury to his Adverſaries, 


recompence to his Enemies. | 


So when his Righteauſneſs is revealed, in execu- 
ting vengeance on his Enemies, then ſhall they fear 


the Name of the Lord from the Weſt, and his Glory 


from the riſing of the Sun, when the Enemy ſhall 


come ini like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord ſhall lift 
up a Standard againſt him; and the Redeemer ſhall 
come to Zion, and unto them that turn from tranſ- 


greſlion in Jacob, ſaith the Lord; as for me, this is 
my Covenant with them, ſaith the Lord, my Spi- 
rit that is upon thee, and my words which I have 
put in thy mouth, ſhall not depart out of thy mouth, 
Nor out of the niouth of thy Seed, nor out of tge 
mouth of thy Seeds Seed, from henceforth, and for © 


t Ver. ; 


This Promiſe is Eternal, and this remains upon 
the Seed of the Promiſe for ever, and the Promiſe 
to the Seed is the Spirit; and the Redeemer comes 


unto Zion in the Spirit, and he comes to thoſe that 


of the Spirit is to turn from the Darkneſs to the 
Light, and from the power of Satan unto God: And 
here comes the Reſurrection, and the Hope of Iael, 
and here the valley of Achor is the door of Hope. 
Thus ſaith the Lord, as the new wine is found in 


the cluſter, and one ſaith, deſtroy it not, for a bleſ- 5 
ling is in it: So will I do for my Servant's ys = 
that 


= 


turns from their tranſgreſſion; and the Miniſtry 


PALE, 
that I may not deſtroy them all: And I will bring 


forth a Seed out of Jacob, and out of Judah, mine 

> Elec ſhall inherit it, and my Servants ſhall dwell 
there; and Sharon ſhall be a fold of flocks, and the ifi. s;. 
valley of Achor a place for the herds to lie down in, 
for my People that have ſought me. 

> This is to all the Servants of the Lord that have 

© ſought him, Fews and Gentiles, where the new wine 

of is found in the cluſter, which the bleſſing is to; 

* Sharon is a fold for all thoſe flocks that ſeeks unto 


= 


1d the Lord and ſerves him, not of the Jews only, but 
ls, alſo of the Gentiles. Es 
s, And ſo the Promiſe is fulfilled, where it is ſaid, 
 _® God ſhall enlarge Fapher, and he ſhall dwell in the 
_ *Z Tents of Shem; and where the Lord faith by the 
Prophet, I will ſow her unto me in the Earth, and 
yy will have mercy on her that had not obtained mer- 
ul cy, and I will ſay unto them that were not my Peo- 
ft ple, thou art my People, and they ſhall ſay, thou 
Ul + act my God. 1 
l. Here is the large infinite Love of God manifeſted; 
is upho faith, It is a light thing that thou ſhouldeſt 
raiſe up the Tribes of Jacob, and reſtore the preſer- 
| 2 ved of Iſrael}, Iwill alſo give thee for a Light to 
the Gentiles, that thou mayeſt be my Salvation un- 
ie to the ends of the Earth. | | 
r 8 Here 1s the Covenant that reacheth unto all, the 
Light; and all that come into the Light to be gui- 


Hoſ. 2. 
23. 


TY 


n ded, led, and governed, comes into the Covenant. 
Ss think it not ſtrange, to receive this Teſtimo- 
ny from the Gentiles, who have obtained mercy, 
= and received the promiſe of the Lord, according to 
Jai abe Prophecy: I am found of them that ſought la. 63. 
me not, I ſaid unto a People, behold me unto a Na- 
tion that was not called by Name, I have ſpread out 
my hand all the day unto a rebellious People, 
> which walketh in a way that was not good, after 
n their own thoughts. „ 
ſ- |, Here is your State and Condition; therefore be 
e, not high- minded, but fear, for this is no new thing 
"0 | | 5 
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Iſa, 66. 


they have provoked me to anger with their vani.“ 
ties: And I will move them to \ jealouſic with thoſe 
who are not a People; I will provoke them to an. 


ger with a fooliſn Nation. I 


This ye have cauſed the Lord to do through your! 
provocations, who always rebelled againſt him, ant 
cauſed him to turn to the Gentiles with Salvation, 
but though ye be provoked to anger and jealouſie by. 
a People that were not, and by a foolith Ration 


yet be not angry, but turn to him that Cate, 
whoſe hand of dear love is holden forth unto you,” 


who waits to be gracious unto you, who is God over, 


all, and rich unto all; that fo in your tumbling ye | 


may not utterly fall, but that rather through your ® 
fall, Salvation is come to the Gent les, to Foran 
you to jealouſie. 

And now, that your ſtumbling hath been the, 
riches of the world, and your diminiſhing the ri. 
ches of the Gentiles, how much more will your ga. 
thering be Joy, and Life, and Rejoycing to the Ger 
tiles, which writes thus unto you, which ye ſhall 
Eternally witneſs to we an everlaſting Teſtimony a 
the Love of God to y 

Therefore ſtart not "uf ide, nor caft not this behin! Þ 


you, as ye have done all the gracious tenders of the 3 


Lord's Love formerly: But come to this Light that 
is in you, which will lead you into the paths of 
peace, and into the Covenant where the a 
is; that ſo you may receive the promiſe of the Lord 
to you, who hath ſaid: The Sons of Strangers {hall 7 
build up thy Walls, and their Kings ſhall miniſter Þ 
unto thee; and thou ſhalt ſuck the milk of the Gen- 


tiles, and ſhalt ſuck the breaſts of Kings, and thou 1 


ſhalt know that I the Lord am thy Saviour, and 
thy Redeemer, the mighty one of Jacob. 

Now if ye will know your Redeemer, and your 
Saviour, the mighty one of Facob, turn to his Light, 


join your Minds into the Light, which is within you, | 


and 


„„ | 
mente32 to you; for the Lord ſaid by Moſes, They have mo- 
ved me to jealouſie with that which is not good, 
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9. and there will you ſee your Saviour and Redeemer, 
d. and there ye ſhall ſuck the milk of the Gentiles, and 
i. there ſhall you receive your King. Thus faith the 
Lord God, behold I will lift up my hand unto the 
n. Gentiles, and ſet up my ſtandard to the People, and 

they ſhall bring thy Sons in their arms, and thy 
Daughters ſhall be carried upon their ſhoulders, and 
na, Kings ſhall be thy nurſing Fathers, and their Queens 
1, thy nurſing Mothers, they ſhall bow down to thee 


| 


„with their faces towards the Earth, and lick up the 
i duſt of thy feet. 3 5 
þ, See here now if this be not fulfilled : Is there not 
v, even a bowing down unto thee in this loving invi- 
el, tation, and even a licking of the duſt of thy feet, 
ve with their faces towards the earth, who have the 
ur: ſtandard of the Lord ſet amongſt us, which is for 
k the gathering of all Nations together, that we might 
bring thy Sons in our arms, and thy Daughters up- 
he! on our ſhoulders; our Souls deſire is that you might 
i. all be gathered, and come into the Covenant of Light, 
2. and Love, and partake with us of the everlaſting ri- 
„ ches and inheritance that never fades away. £2 
i Therefore ariſe and ſhine, for thy Light is come, 
of and the Gentiles are come to thy Light, and Kings 
to the brightneſs of thy riſing; thy Sons ſhall come 
1d trom far, and thy Daughters ſhall be nurſed at thy 
e ſide, then ſhalt thou ſee, and flow together, and thy 
it heart ſhall fear, and be enlarged, becauſe of the a- 
of # bundance of the Sea, that ſhall be converted unto 
jo 2 thee, the forces of the Gentiſes ſhall come to thee. _ 
rd his we deſire to ſee fulfilled, and this we wait 
for, that even the fulneſs might come in, for Sh:Job 
er is come, unto whom the gathering is, though blind- 


gt, 
n 


3- neſs is happened unto 1/rae/: But the Redeemer is 
come to Zion, and unto them that turn from tranſ- 
3 greſſion in Jacob. 

So as you turn from your tranſgreſſion, this ye 
ur will ſee, and witneſs. And fo whether you hear or 
t, Forbear, this ſhall be an Eternal Teſtimony for the 
v, Lord, for ever: 

| | M, F. 
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Certain Series to the 1 and f 
Rabbi s among the Jews. 3 


I. W Hat the way of Holineſs is, and where it is, | 
F where the unclean cannot paſs? T2. 235.. 1 

2. What the Way in the Wilderneſs is, and the Ki. | 
vers in the Deſart? Ila. 43. BY 
2. What the voice of him 1s, that cryeth in the Vil. 
derneſs, prepare ye the way of the Lord, make Fel 


I Y Jo 
in the deſart, a high-way for our God, and what wo 4 | 


way 18? Iſa, 40. 
4. What the word is that is heard behind, faying , 5 
This is the way, walk in it? Iſa. 30. = 
5. What the Tongue of the Learned is, that heat 1 
a word in ſeaſon to him that is weary? Iſa. 50. F 
6. What that Wiſdom is which cries, and Underſtand- | * 


zung that puts forth her voice to the ſons of men? = 


Prov. 8. * 
7. What that was in Solomon, which ſaid, by mne 
Kings Rule, and Princes decree Fuſtice, even all the © 
Judges of the Earth? ver. 1 . 4 
8. What tous that in Solomon, which was ſet up 3 
from everlaſting, from the beginning, ere ever the L 
Earth was © ver. 13. 1 
9. What was that in David, which ſaid, Yet have! 
ſet my King upon my holy hill of Zion: The Lord hath + p ö 
aid unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I be- 1 g 
gotten thee? Pſal. *; z 
10. What was that in Job, which ſaid, I will reach 2 | 
you by the hand of God: that which is with the Al- 1 4 
mighty will T not conceal? Job 27. 6 
11. What that path is, which Job ſpeaks of : And | 
that wiſdom, and place of underſtanding, which #s hid | 
from all eyes living? Job 28. 
12. What the Fountain of Jacob zs, which Moſes 
ſpeaks of? Deut. 33. 
13. What that Fountain is, which ſhall come forth of | 
the Houſe of the Lord? Joe 3. 


14. What 


ä [ 191 
' T4. What that Fountain is which is opened to the 
Houſe of David, and to the Inhabitants of Jeruſa- 
Jem ? Zech. 13. TT | 
15. What the Living Water is that goes from Je- 
ruſalem? Tech 14. | . 
16. What thoſe Rivers and Fountains are, which the 
Lord will open in the high places, and in the midſt of 
the valleys : when he makes the wilderneſs a pool, and 
ry land ſprings of water? Iſa. 51. 
„ 17. How it , and by what, that waters are drawn 
70 Forth out of the wells of Salvation? Iſa. 12. 
18. Vpat that Fountain of gardens, and well of 
Jiving waters, and ſtreams from Lebanon z#, which 


28 


Solomon ſpeaks of £ Cant. 4. | 

; = 19. Where doth the Ancient of days fit, when he 
comes, when judgment is given to the Saints of the 
moſt High © Dan. 7. < 2. i 
20. What the Kingdom and Dominion which is gi- 
ven to the Saints of the moſt High is, and where it 
is, whoſe Kingdom is an everlaſting Kingdom, and all 
*Domimons ſhall ſerve and obey him, ver. 27. 


Anſwer theſe @UERTIES, according to the 
. Law and Prophets. | 


— 


; . 


p Firſt Printed, in the Year 1657. 
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An Epiſtle of M. F. to Friends, 1 657. 3 ] 


Ear Brethren and Siſters, which be gathered in C 
the Light of Chriſt Jeſus, the Fountain of all 
Light, and Life, from whence Light comes, from * 
whence Lite comes, from whence Power comes, ! 
which redeems out of Nations, out of Kindreds, Peo. 
ple and Tongues, to be Kings and Prieſts unto God 
and to reign with him upon the Earth. This is th 
Poſſeſſion of the Saints who dwelt in the Light, tha = 
leads them into the Life and Fountain from when 
it comes: Here is the Unity of the Spirit, and Bond 
of Peace, which never can be broken. Here the pus . 
Language and the Worſhip of the Lord is, with om 
Heart, and one Conſent, and one Soul, where then 
is no diviſion; but the pure Path of Life is known, * 
the way of Holineſs, where the Unclean cannot paſs, * 
where the preſence of the Lord is, wherein is fulnek * 
of Joy, and Pleaſures for evermore. Now that eve. 
ry one may read his Name here, in the unchange 
able Life is this written, that the pure Life in all 
may prevail, and that the Poor may receive the 
Golpel; which is glad tidings of great joy to the 
Oppreſled and Heavy-laden, which groans under the . 
Bondage of Corruption, and cries for Deliverance; ? 
the Cry whereof, is entered, into the Ears of the 
Lord of Sabbath; and he hath determined in the * 
thoughts of his heart, that the Deliverer ſhall com: 
from Sion, and the Captivity of his People will be 
bring back, and the Salvation will come unto 1/racl. © 
So that Jacob ſhall rejoyce, and Iſrael ſhall be glad, 
Glory, everlaſting Glory be unto his everlaſting Arn 
for ever; by which he gets unto himſelf a Name, 
and Victory, even to the aſtoniſhment of the Hea- 3 
then, and to the confounding of his Enemies, and to 
the recovering, raiſing and quickning of many who 


8 


al 


= 19] 
were dead in Sins. And Though he hath been 
— a God unknown, now is he ariſen in his bright ſhi- 
ning Light, which ſhineth in the Conſcience, and 


he hath cauſed it to ſhine out of Darkneſs, and hath 


1 


Hhined in the Heart; which gives the Light of the 


— 


e 


6 Knowledge of the Glory of God, in the face of Jeſus 


in Cbriſt his Son. 1 . 
all And now unto them who hath long fate in Park- 
Meſs, and under the ſhadow of Death, even unto 
them hath this Light ſhined, who were ſometime 
eo Darkneſs, but now are they Light in the Lord, who 
od, vere dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, even them hath, 
th; he quickned together with Chriſt, Glory and Prat- 
ha Wes be unto him forever. Now, dear Friends, in this 
ne Wuickning Spirit, wherewith ye are quickned out of 
n the Sleep and Death of Corruption, where Chriſt 
u. ath given you Light, walk in him, learn of him, 
0: Who is lowly, who 1s meek; and be ſwift to hear, 
en Wow to ſpeak, and flow to wrath, and keep down, 
and baulk that part which receives a prejudice; 


ifs Aearch narrowly, and beware that you receive it not | 
en from a wrong Spirit, for that will wrong the Inno- . 
ve. dent; the Simplicity both in your ſelves, and others, f 


ge F t is hard to know the Spiritual Wickedneſs in high 
11 laces; and it is with the Spiritual Weapons of the 


Living God, that you can wreſtle with the Princi- 
he palities and Powers of the Spiritual Wickedneſs; 
the auch it is the Brightneſs of his Coming, and the Spi- 
de; it of his Mouth, that can reveal the Man of Sin, 
the the Son of Perdition, that ſetteth in the Temple of 
te Cod, exalted above all that is called God, ſhewing 
Himſelf as God. This is narrow and deep to dif- 
he dern betwixt him that ſheweth himſelf as God, and 
1c), 1s not, and him that is the true Image indeed. 

ad. Dear Friends, this I write unto you in tender and 
rm in dear Love to the Seed of God in you all, for 
ne. Which my Soul travels; and knowing, and being 
Mh acquainted with the danger of this Spirit, which 
toß meaſures it ſelf, by its ſelf, which the Apoſtle ſaid 
ho Was not wiſe, for ſuch will boaſt of things without 


i190] i 
their meaſure, and will boaſt of other Mens Lines. 
Now that ye may know and feel the Life and Power 
of every Spirit, knowing the pure Life in your 
ſelves, you will come to ſavour in others; and that 
which favours of the death, will be death to the 
life, in the fear of the Lord God. Beware of ſti. % 
fling the pure Birth of God in you, and of wrong. 
ing the pure innocent Seed in you, which God 1 
coming to plead the Cauſe of with all Fleſh in th: 
his Day. And beware that you join not with God 
Enemies, neither in your ſelves, nor others; but 
join with Gods pure Witneſs and Teſtimony, and 
there will be your peace. And here ye will knoy 
him, who is the Life, and the Reſurrection; and h? 
that believes on him, tho' he were dead, yet ſhall h? 
live; and there is no other Name under Heaven, ® 
whereby any ſhall be ſaved, than by that Name} i 
which” is better than every Name; to which every 
Knee ſhall bow, and every Tongue confeſs: But 
there are none that know this Name, but he that 
hath the white ſtone, in which it is written. Þ 

From a True Friend of the Seed of God ii 
all Nations, | JF 
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VI dear Lamb, my dear Love and Life flows 7 
freely unto thee, who art a Veſſel fitted for N 
the Maſter's uſe, and a Babe of the Immortal Seed, F 
and of the Royal Prieſthood, and of the true Taber- m 
nacle which the Lord pitched, and not Man. In 

thy own Portion and Inheritance which is given} * 
unto thee, dwell continually, that a daily renew 

ing, and an increaſeof his Government thou may it 
feel, and a growing from Glory, to Glory, from 


one ſtature to another, unto a perfect Man in how 3 
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es. The Everlaſting God and Father of our Lord Jeſus | 
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as 


nd 
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Chriſt be with thee, and carry thee, and preſerve 
thee, and lead and guide thee in his Counſel and 
Wiſdom. 


M. F. 


1 — 
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To Francis Howgill, and Thomas Ro- 


bertſon, 1657. 


3 25 Ear Brethren, in the Bowels of deareſt Love do 
A I dearly Salute you, and 1n that do I write, 
which is not ſoon angry, nor ſoon ſhaken, but in 
that which beareth all things, endureth all things, 
and hopeth all things; which ſuffereth long, which 
Faunteth not it ſelf ; but in the one accord, in the 


| Zvne Spirit, I am one with you in my Father's Work 


and Service, my Soul reacheth unto you, I cannot 
Forget you, ye are freſh before me in the Record of 
Life, and the Work and Service that ye are in, m 

Soul longs after, viz. The publiſhing the glad Ti- 


| Tings to the Poor, Liberty to the Captive, that the 
4 Priſoner might have his Liberty, for which the 


-Fearneſt expectation of the Creature waiteth, for the 


anifeſtation of the Sons of God, which the Op- 


preſſor and keeper in Captivity cannot endure to 


bear of. O my dearly beloved Brethren! my Soul 
is even melted to behold the Glorious Liberty of the 
Children of God, and the miſerable Bondage of the 


Captivated Seed, for which my Soul travelleth, and 


ſt. Power, and Reconciliation, you are Debtors both 


waiteth for the deliverance of. So dear Ones, as 
Hou have received freely, freely give; the infinite 


Fountain of free Love is ſet open to you; that ye 
may freely call every one, that thirſteth, come buy 


Wine and Milk without Money. You need not be 
aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, for it is the power 
of God unto Salvation, to every one that believeth; 


and you that are made partakers of this free Goſpel 
of Jeſus, and are made Miniſters of the Word of his 


to 


— 


5 | U 196 | q 
to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians, both to tl 
wiſe; and to the unwiſe; ſo Preach the Goſpel free“ 
1y, and fo you will be free from the blood of all 
Men. So God Almighty be your Strength, Wiſdom, 
and Counſellor, and cloath you with the Armour of 
Light. We have heard of your Impriſonment, ang 
of your Releaſing ; the God of Infinite Power pre. 
1 ſerve you from the hands of unreaſonable Men, for! 2. 
3 the Seeds ſake. Let us hear from you, how it!!! 
4 with you, and how the work of the Lord proſpers. | 7 
1 Tour Dear Siſter, = 
Ul | M. Fel 
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= A General Epiſtle to Friends, in 1658.1 


if My Dearly Beloved Brethren, and Siſters, . 
1 Riends of God, who are in the Unity of the Faith þ 
1 and in the Spirit of Grace, Grace and Peace ht þ 7 
multiplied amongſt you, in the Bowels of everlaſ! 
ing Love I write unto you, and in the Name and 
Power of Jeſus Chrift I Exhort you, that as you hat!? 
received Jeſus Chriſt, ſo walk in him; as you have 
received the Truth, fo abide in the Truth, that the 
Truth may make you free. As you have receivel| 
q the Light from Chriſt Jeſus, the foundation and} 7 
bl! tulneſs of all Light and Life; ſo abide in the Light, 
bl | dwell in the Light, walk in the Light, have your“ 
| Being and Habitation in the Light, Life and Immor- 
| | tality in the Light; ſo here wait every one in your þ* 
meaſure for the manifeſtation of God. His Will is! 
revealed in the Light, his Works wrought in the“ 
Light, the Power is one with the Light, and works!“ 
in the Light. Here is the Vineyard of God, here“ 
the Lord Plants, and here he Waters in the Light, 
and here he gains the encreaſe. I am the true Vine, 
faith Chriſt Jeſus, the true Light and Life of Men, We 
and my Father is the Husband-man; every Branch 
; in me that beareth not Fruit, he taketh away. * | 
5 | | this, 
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this, ye that own the Light for your Leader, and 
1 27 doth not bear Fruit; beware that ye be not taken 
a 2 away, for Chriſt Jeſus ſaith (who is the Vine) if any 
2 Man abide not in me, he is caſt forth as a Branch, 
9 and is withered, and Men gather them, and caſt 
them into the fire, and they are burned. Conſider 
this, ye that are ſloathful Servants, ye that are neg- 
2 ligent in the Lord's work, ye that are unſtable and 
unconſtant to your meaſure, which would have 
your minds at Liberty, ye that will not come down 
1 to the Yoak of Chriſt, and take it upon you, that 
you may find reſt to your Souls, ye that would be 
= exalted above the Seed of God, who humbled him- 
2 ſelf: You that will not wait low in the pure fear 
of the Lord, and wait upon him, and learn of him 
that is Lowly and Meek. I ſay read this in ye, 
and underſtand, he is the ſame yeſterday, to day, 
and for ever, who changeth not. Who ſaith again, 
and every Branch that beareth Fruit, he purgeth it, 
that it may bring forth more Fruit. Now ye are 
2 clear through the word that I have ſpoken unto you, 
2 faith Chriſt the Light, who was dead, but is alive, 
whoſe Name is called the word of God. This ye 
are all witneſſes of, the Light is riſen in your Con- 
fſciences, and the word is very nigh in your hearts, 
which is the word of Faith, which we Preach. 
Friends, cleave to this word, keep cloſe to it, 
mind the work and operation of it; this word in 
you, this is not a dead word, this is a quick and 
powerful word, a living word, this 1s able to ſave 
your Souls; by this word you ſtand, and are preſer- 
ved in time of Trial and Temptation, when the 
Storms and Tempeſts beats, then doth he uphold 
you, who upholds all things by this word of his 
Power. My dear hearts, look not out, nor be trou- 
bled, think it not ſtrange concerning the fiery Tri- 
als; to the word of Patience keep, in the Lizke, 
watching, as new-born-babes defiring the ſincere 
milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby, that 
lo you may come to taſte how good and gracious 
| - 2 | the 
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eſteemeth others better than themſelves in lowlinefs 


by the Law; where there is haſtineſs, frowardneſs, 


_ Condemns, and that which the Light Condemns, is 
in the Tranſgreſſion, and that the Law was added 


dead to Sin, then ye can live no longer therein, 


1 1981 


the Lord is, to whom ye may come, as unto a Li- 
ving Stone, diſallowed indeed of Men, but choſen 
of God, and precious; that upon him you may all 
be built up as a Spiritual Houſe of Living Stones, 
and that you may be a Holy Prieſthood, to offer up 
a Spiritual Sacrifice, this is acceptable unto God. 

Oh! my Dearly Beloved, wait low in the fear of 
the Lord, in the Light, where the Unity of the Spi- 
rit is known, where there is no Rent or Diviſion, 
nor Exaltation, nor Strife for Maſtery ; but each 


and meekneſs of the Spirit; in Love, Peace, Long- 
Sufterings, Goodneſs, Faith, againſt this there is 
no Law; but where there is raſnneſs, that is judged * 
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that is judged, where there is an exalted Spirit, that 
will not be guided by the Spirit of the Lord, which 
would utter words before the Lord, that is in the 
Tranſgreſſion, againſt this the Law is. | 

So, Dear Friends, Read, and Underſtand, Search | : 
and Examine in every Particular with the Candle of 
of the Lord, which 1s lighted in you, which makes 
all things manifeſt of what ſort it is; ſo that this 
Spirit be not found in you, and amongſt you, a- 
gainſt which the Law is, which the Light hath not 7 
unity with, nor cannot approve of; this the Light 


for; And ſo all wait in your meaſures of the pure 
Light, that there ye may paſs through the Law, 4 
and ſo come to know what it is to be dead to the 

Law; and when ye are dead to the Law, ye are 


then ye will be made free from the Law, by the Bo: 
dy of Chriſt, for Chriſt is the end of the Law, for 
Righteouſneſs to every one that believes. ® 

So Read and Examine by the Light of Jeſus in 
every particular, how ye ſtand in the preſence of 
God concerning theſe things; and how you come to 
bear witneſs in your meaſure to the Truth of theſe 
<4 FED | things, 


things, and not deceive your ſelves, and betray | 
= your ſelves, for not one jot or tittle of the Law 
mall paſs away till all be fulfilled. This is the Co- 
= venant of God, and his Promiſe, that he'll write his 
Law in their hearts, and put it in their inward 
2? parts, not with Paper and Ink, but with the Spirit 
olf the Living God: By this the Hand-writing is ta- 
ken away, the Law of Commandments, contained 
iin Ordinances, which was outward; and this was 
the Partition-wall that ſtood between the Few and 
h © Gentile, but this he hath taken away, nailing it to 
his Croſs, Glory and Praiſe to him. So that now 
Few and Gentile that comes to the Light of Chriſt, 
by which they may come to the Father, even thro' 
him, who is the Light; for when the fulneſs of 
time was come, God ſent forth his Son, made of a 
Woman, made under the Law, to redeem them 
that were under the Law, that we might receive the 
Adoption of Sons. God hath ſent forth the Spirit 
of his Son into your hearts, crying, Aba Father. 
So, Friends, here is the Way, by this muſt you 
enter, even by the Spirit of God in your hearts; 
this is he that works the work of God in you, God 
= 3s a Spirit, and it is Truth in the inward parts he 
looks at, and it is the Law written in their hearts 
that is his Covenant: And it is Circumciſion which 
is of the heart, that worſhips God in the Spirit, 
which is the Seal of this Covenant, to which the 
Promiſe of God remains to Abraham, and to his Seed 
for ever. Know ye therefore that they who are of 
the Faith, the ſame are the Children of Abraham, 
and Abraham was a Friend of God, and ye are my 
PFriends, ſaith Chriſt, if ye do whatſoever I com- 
mand you. So dwell in the Light, there is the Com- 
mand of the Lord received, there is the will of God 
done, and his work wrought, abiding in the Light, 
there is the unity of the Faith, which works by 
Love, by which the Juſt lives. Thou ſtandeſt by 
Faith, faith the Apoſtle, be not high minded, but 
tear, and by Faith ye ſtand. So in the Faith con- 
£1 3 tinue 


—— 


EE 4 
tinue firm and Readfat, and be not toſſed to and 
fro, neither wandering, but in the unity of the 
Faith of God's Elect al d, and all wait, build. 
ing up one another in your moſt holy Faith; the 
Lord preſerveth the Faithful, my Eyes {hall be up- 
on the Faithful, ſaith the Lord. So the Lord God 
of Power keep you firm and conſtant every one to 
your meaſure of him, who is gathering of you in 
his Everlaſting Love, with which he hath Loved 
you ; and that you be not ſoon ſhaken in this time 
of Tempeſt, being built upon the Rock of Ages, you 
may ſtand rooted and grounded upon him, unmove- | ? 
able, whoſe Faithfulneſs endureth for ever; who| 7 
waits to be gracious to you; who faith, If any Man; 
thirſteth, let him come unto me and drink, who iss 
the Living Fountain which is ſet open, this is the“ 
River, the ſtreams whereof doth make glad the City 
of God, the Holy Place of the Tabernacle of the L 
Moſt High; this is the Fountain of Fordan, a a4 
Well of Living Water, and ſtreams from Lebanon. | © 
So the Lord God Almighty, of Power, Life, and þ * 
Wiſdom, keep you, and preſerve you, waiting up- 
on him, that you may be abundantly refreſhed in- 
him, who is full of Grace and Truth, that of his 
fulneſs you may receive of him Grace for Grace, to 
whom be Glory and Dominion for ever; and that 
you may abide in him, and his word abide in you, 
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"es that you may bring forth much Fruit: If you keep 7 
bl |. my Commandments, you ſhall abide in my Love, 
5 faith Chriſt, and this is my Commandment, That 
.Þ ye Love one another. So in this Love, the Eternal 
3 God preſerve you all, for this Love is the fulfilling 
Wl | ot the Law: And ſtand firm for your freedom in 
1 the Truth, which is of great Price, which is not 
* Purchaſed by Corruptible Things, but by the Blood 


f of the Son of God; which Blood, if you walk in 
& the Light, and dwell in the Light, will cleanſe you 
, from all Sin, and ſo you dwell in Fellowſhip one with 
E another. So here abide continually, and hold faſt 
{My that which you have received; let none take your 
= | N Crown 


* 20% | : 

; . Crown from you; and the God of Power keep you 
1 and preſerve you by his Power, to ſtand faſt in the 

id. L.iberty wherewith Chriſt hath made you free. 


the 1 
p- | Written in Love to the Seed, that the Lambs may 

by be fed, and the Plants watered, and the Babes 
to nouriſhed : By one who deſireth the Preſervation 
of the whole Body. 
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Margaret Fell. 


ho 4 An Epiſile to Friends, 1659. 
is | q M* dearly beloved Brethren and Siſters, in the 


9 everlaſting Truth, and eternal Love, and 
Power of an endleſs Life, into which we were be- 
= gotten, and have been nurſed up, and kept in, as 
living Stones grow, ing up in the Temple of the living 
= God; the ſame Power and Arm is preſent with you, 
and owns you: Therefore keep in it, and let your 
Faith ſtand in the Power and Life of God in every 
particular; and in that Book of Life will you read 
me near, as if preſent, in the everlaſting Covenant and 
Bond of Peace, which is never to be broken; and in 
that Love of Jeſus Chriſt, which none can ſeparate 
us from, Height nor Depth, Life nor Death. The 
Eternal God keep you, who brought again our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt from the Dead, through the Blood of the 
Everlaſting Covenant ; and by his Blood waſh you, 
and cleanſe you from all Sin, and all that would ſe- 
puarate from God; that you may have Fellowſhip 
one with another in the Eternal Light and Life, and 
there I leave you: And to the Word of his Eternal 
Power I commit you, and commend you ta his 
Eternal Arm, which is able to ſave your Souls, and 
to keep you up to himſelf. 
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Declaration and an Information from is 
the People of God called Quakers, to tbe 
preſent Governors, the King and both © 

_ Houſes of Parliament, and all whom it 


may Concern. 


This was delivered into the King's Hand, the 22d Day| 2 


of the Fourth Alonth, 1660. By M. F. 


; WV who are the People of God called Quakers, | 3 


who are hated and deſpiſed, and every where | } 


ſpoken againſt, as People not fit to live, as they 


7 Cor.4. 
9,10, II 


„ were that went before us, (a) who were of the ſame | 


Spirit, Power, and Life; and were as we are, in that 


52,13. they were accounted as the Off ſcouring of all things,, 


by that Spirit and Nature that is of the World, and 


Cal. 
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% ſo the Scripture is fulfilled, (b) He that is born of | * 


* the Fleſh, perſecuteth him that is born of the Spirit. 


We have been a Suffering People under every Power 
and Change, and under every Profejlion of Religion, 
that hath been, and born the outward Power in the * 


continually appeared againſt us, not only in the pro- 
fane People of the Nation, but alſo in the higheſt 
Profeſſion of Sorts and Seas of Religion, we have 
ſuffered under, and been perſecuted by them all: 
Even ſome perſecuted and priſoned till Death, others 


thorow the Tongue, gagged in the Mouth, ſtock'd, 
and whip'd thorow Towns and Cities, our Goods 
ſpoiled, our Bodies two or three Years impriſoned, 
with much more that might be ſaid, which is wel! 
Known to the Actors thereof; and this done, not = 
OE : the 


their Bodies bruiſed till Death, ſtigmatized, bored |? 


Nation theſe Twelve Vears, ſince we were a People; 
and being that thorow the old Enemy, which hatng 
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* Priefthood was changed that took Tithes, and the Law 12. 


[ 203 


the wronging of any Man, nor for the breach of any 


juſt Law of the Nation, nor for Evil-doing, nor de- 


ſiring any Evil, or wiſhing any hurt to any Man, 
but for Conſcience ſake towards God, becauſe we 
could not bow to their Worſhip, and becauſe we 
could not maintain a Miniſtry, which Miniſtry we 
could not joyn with nor own. So we look upon it 


to be unjuſt to maintain them, we receive nothing 


from, nor cannot truſt our Souls under their Teach- 


ing, who Teach for Hire, and Divine for Money, 
which the Prophets of the Lord cryed V/ againſt: 
And Chriſt ſaid, 4 Hireling was a Thief and a Rob- 
ber, (c) and would fly, becauſe he was an Hireling. , 94 
And they are maintained by Tithes, contrary to 12, 13. 
| Chriſt and the Apoſtle's Doctrine, (d) who ſaid, The, © 


Heb. 7. | 


alſo that gave them; and who witneſſed Chriſt Feſus 


to be theEverlaſting Offering once for all, who ſaith, 
Such an High Prieſt hath become us, which is holy, 
* barmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from Sinners, and made 
Higher than the Heavens; who in the days of bis Fleſh, 


when he had offered up Prayers and Supplications, with 
ſtrong Cries and Tears, unto him that was able to ſave 
him from Death; and was heard, in that he feared. 
Though he was a Son, yet learned he Obedience by © 


| the things which he ſuffered; (e) and being made per- (e 


Heb. 5, 


ect, be became the Author of Eternal Salvation unto;,s, f, 
= all them that obey him. And for Obedience to bim, 


and his Commands, do we ſuffer, who hath ſaid, 
(f) Swear not at all. And he ſaid, Call no Man Maſter 1 


at, 3. 


upon Earth, for ye have one Maſter in Heaven; and 34, 35. 


who hath ſaid, How can you believe, that ſeek Honour Jam. 5. 
one of another, and not the Honour that comes from God jam. 2. 
only? and who hath ſaid, Let your Tea be Tea, and io. 
your Nay Nay, for whatſoever is more than this com- 


f Evil: And becauſe we cannot reſpe& Perſons, 


which is contrary to the 4poſt/e's Doctrine and Praclice, 

who hath ſaid, (g) Of a truth, God is no reſpecter of _ 

Perſons, but in every Nation be that feareth God, and 34. © 

worketh Rightecuſneſs, is accepted of him : And the Mat-22. 
1 : Apoſtle 


14. 


[ 1 ] 'F 
Apoſtle Fames exhorted his Brethren, zot to have the 
Faith of our Lord Feſus Chriſt with reſpef of Per. 


trary to this Faith and Doctrine we are made Tranſ- 
greſſors, by the Powers of the Earth, becauſe we 
cannot reſpect Perſons, and commit Sin, and be 


ſons, for if you reſpett Perſons, you commit ſin, and 
are convinced of the Law as Tranſgreſſors. And con- 


made Tranſpreſſors of the Law of God: And this 
hath been the only Ground and Cauſe of our Suf. 


ferings, becauſe we obeyed the Command of Chriſt, | * 


the Author of our Eternal Salvation, and obſerved | 2 


the Apoſtle's Doctrine and Practice; and not for any 


other Cauſe or End have our Sufferings been, but 

for Conſcience ſake, becauſe we cannot bow to Mens“ 
Wills and Worſhips, contrary to the Command of! 
Chriſt Jeſus, our Everlaſting Prieſt, King and Pro- | 7 
©) phet, whom we ſerve with our Spirits, and worſhip | + 
As 24. in that which the World calls Hereſie (H). F 


And-now, becauſe that ſeveral of you, who are 


moſt concerned in this Government, are not ac- 
quainted with our Principles and Practices, neither? 
have known our Innocency and Sufferings, and the} * 


Old Enemy, by whom we have ſuffered, at this time 


being ready to incenſe and inſtigate, and infuſe ſe- | 7 
cret ly into the Minds of them, who are Strangers to us, 
againſt whom we have not tranſgreſſed; neither do 


we deſire to give any juſt occaſion of Offence to theſe 
preſent Governors, who yet have not done us much 


wrong, in making any Law againſt us, that we 
know'of; and we do believe would not, if ye did“ 


rightly underſtand our Innocency and Integrity, 


Nakedneſs and Singleneſs in our Carriage towards 
all Men upon the face of the Earth, and if ye would 


but examine and ſearch out our Carriage and Beha- 


viour towards all Men's Souls, Perſons and Eſtates, if 
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Minds from others words, which proceed from ſe- 


Juit Ground they have againſt us, but as it is from 
| 4 col- 


T 01 _ 


4 a contrary Spirit and Mind, as it was in the Jews 


> againſt Chriſt, and in all others againſt the Apoſtles, 
> fo it is the ſame now againſt us: But this we com- 
mit to the Lord, who will plead our Cauſe, and clear 
our Innocency, who hath ſaid, Vengeance is mine, 
and I will repay it. And now that they know we 
cannot ſwear, nor take an Oath for Conſcience ſake, 
but have ſuffered becauſe we could not take them: 
Now do the Magiſtrates of ſeveral Counties of the 
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Nation, through the Suggeſtion of the Prieſts Envy, 

> which is inveterate againſt us, Tender us an Oath, 
2 which they call The Oath of Alegiance, with ſeveral 

bother Engagements, what their own Wills can invent, 

on purpoſe to enſnare us, that upon the denial thereof 
they may caſt us into Priſon (and have already caſt 
= ſeveral of us into Priſon) at their own pleaſure. 


We do therefore declare (to take off all Jealouſies, 


Fears and Suſpicions of our Truth and Fidelity to 
the King, and theſe preſent Governors) That our 
> Intentions and Endeavours are and ſhall be Good, 
True, Honeſt, and Peaceable towards them; and that 
we do Love, Own, and Honour the King, and theſe 
2 preſent Governors, ſo far as they do Rule for God, 
and his Truth, and do not 1mpoſe any thing upon 
= e de Conſciences, but let the Goſpel have its free 
Paſlage through the Conſciences of Men, which we 
do not know that they have (by any Law) as yet 
> impoſed. And if they grant Liberty of Conſcience 
= towards God and towards Man, then we know that 
= God will bleſs them; for want of which hath been 
the overthrow of all that went before them: We do 
ds | not defire any Liberty that may juſtly offend any 
> one's Conſcience; but the Liberty we do deſire is, 
that we may keep our Conſciences clear and void of 
f} © Ottence towards God and towards Men, and that we 
may enjoy our civil Rights and Liberties of Sub- 


our þ lects, as freeborn Exgliſhmen. And this we do in the 
fe- Þ 


Preſence of the Lord declare, not in flattering Titles 
but in Reality and Truth of our Hearts, and ſhall 
maniteſt the ſame, Now that we may be clear in 


the 
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the preſence of the living God, and of all juſt and 
moderate Men, that they may not have their Hands |: 
in Blood and Perſecution, as thoſe have had that 
are gone before, and that they may not be igno- 
rant of Us, and of our Principles and Practice, and 


ſo receive Information againſt us from others En- 


vy, which may be contrary to our very Principles, | 4 | 
and the Truth as it is in Jeſus: Therefore that we 
@ may be free from the Blood of all Men, (z) and that 


Acts 20. 


26 they may not have a hand in Perſecuting and Op- | 7? 


preſſing the Innocent, whoſe Cauſe God hath plead- 

ed and will plead. We do therefore inform the Go- 

vernors of this Nation high and low, That we are 

a People that deſire the good of all People, and their 

Peace, and deſire that all may be ſaved, and come 

© to the Knowledge of the Truth, (4) the Way and 

"the Life, which is Chriſt Jeſus, the Everlaſting 

Ads 16. Covenant, who is given for a Light to the Gentiles, 

Rev. 21. and to be the Salvation to the ends of the Earth; 

24, and all the Nations of them that are ſaved, muſt 

£ walk in this Light of the Glorious Goſpel, which 

hath ſhined in our Hearts, and given us the Light 

of the Knowledge of the Glory of God in the Face 

of Jeſus Chriſt, And to this Light we direct Peoples 

Minds, that every one in particular may have a 

Teacher and Teſtimony according to the Righteouſ— 

neſs of Faith, which ſpeaketh on this wiſe, The word 

@ is very nigh in the Heart and in the Mouth (J). 

mm” And if every one would come to this, there would 

be a feeling of God's Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, and 

our Intents to be juſt Innocent and Righteous, who 

bath ſaid, I will come near to Fudgment, and be a 

( Jt Witneſs againſt the Sorcerer and Adulterer, and 
Mal.3.s. falſe Stocarer (m). 

Now if every one would turn to this Witneſs in 

their own Conſciences, this would keep from oppreſ- 


ſing and per ſecuting of others without cauſe; for God 


is coming to teach his People himſelf, by his own 

( Tight and Spirit, who hath ſaid, It ic written in 
Jcha 6. % Law, Tou ſhall be all taught of God, (n) which 
way | „ many 
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lat we perſecuted, the Children of the Lord are taught 
o- of the Lord, and are eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs, and 

nd are far from Oppreſſon. (o) | (0) 
n- The Teſtimony that we have born, hath been! 5+ 
2s, chiefly againſt the Prieſts, Teachers and Profeſſors 
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many of ns now do witneſs; for which cauſe are 


ol theſe Nations, that are out of the Life and Pow- 
er; for when it pleaſed the Lord to reveal his Son 
Z in us, we ſaw them to be abſolute Deceivers of the 
People, and Betrayers of their Souls, for they lead 
them wholly from that of God in them, to the Let- 
ter of the Scripture without them, and to their own 
'3 Inventions, and Imaginations and Meanings which 
they ſpeak, who are not taught of God themſelves. 
For, all their High Profeſſion, there is ſcarce one of 
them that dares ſay they have the Infallible Spirit of 
God, the ſame as the Apoſtles had, that gave forth 
the Scripture: The Apoſtle ſaith, That which may be 
= known of God is manifeſted in them, for God ſhews 
it unto them. No People can retain God in their 
Knowledge, and Worſhip him as God, but firſt they 
muſt come to that of God in them; But theſe Teach- 
ers deny this Doctrine, and have manifeſted them- 
2 ſelves ſeveral ways to all ſober-minded People, to 
be Men not fearing God, and are not true to their 
Principles; for who have minded them, and ſeen 
their Carriage and Behaviour in all theſe Changes 
that have been theſe Eight Years (which have been 
many, as may be further manifeſt,) for there have 
been Changes of Governments, of Parliaments and 
= Protectors ſeveral in theſe Eight Years, and all theſe 
have been warned not to uphold theſe Prieſts, con- 
trary to Peoples Conſciences, but that every one 
might have their Liberty, that they that would have 
them, might maintain them, and they that could 
not receive their Doctrine, might not be forced to 
maintain them. But this would not ſatisfie their 


Covetous Practice, but they went on in the way of 


Cruelty, Perſecuting and Oppreſſing the Innocent, 


and caſting into Priſon, and took treble Dammages, 
| | and 


13, 14 


5 and ſpoiled their Goods, and made Havock of poor 
if Peoples Encreaſe and Fruits of their Labours; nei- 


1 ther would the Magiſtrates hear, but ſuffered them 
bl. to go on in their Perſecution, and upheld them by 
58 a Law, to the oppreſſing of the Innocent, until the 
| 8 Lord by his mighty Power overturned them, and 
== broke them one ater another; and thoſe Prieſts 
0 1 turned to every Power, and every Government, as 
„ it turned; and made Petitions, and Addreſſes, ang 
y it Acknowledgments to every Change of Government, 
1 and Conformed to every Power, and ſhewed much!“ 


Love and Zeal to every preſent Power for their own 
ends, though many of them were Inſtruments toß 
throw others out; yet through their Deceit and Sub“ 
tilties have kept themſelves in, in all theſe Times 
and Changes. | 
Now let any honeſted hearted People judge, whe} © 
ther theſe be ſound Principled Men, that can turn, 
conform, and transform to every Change according 
to the Times? Whether theſe be fit Men to Teach! 
People? But their Fruits are manifeſt, and God doth} * 
diſcover them more and more, that they cannot! 
proceed much longer; their Folly is ſo much made] 
manifeſt, they have uſed their utmoſt endeavours to 
cauſe Perſecution to continue upon us: But, the 
Lord hath ſeen it, and we commit all to him, and 
can freely ſay, The Lord forgive them for what they | * 
% have done to ws. (p) But for the bearing our Teſti -- 
Ats7- mony againſt them for the deceiving and betraying 
of poor ignorant People that are blind, and led by 
@ them that are blind izto the ditch, (q) We cannot 
Mat. 15. hut in pitty and love to Peoples Souls bear our Te- | 
ſtimony againſt them; therefore have our Suffering“ 
been becauſe we deſire the good of all People, and 
the Salvation of theis Souls; and this is all we de- 
fire, and Suffer for, that all might come to the know: 
ledge of the Lord, who ſaid, They ſhould all know 

) him, from the leaſt to the greateſt, (r) 
Heb. s. We are a People that follow after thoſe things 
that make for Peace, Love, and Unity, it is our -_ : 
| ire 
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kend our Members, and caſt them into Priſon, there 
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E in the Unity of the Spirit, and Members of | © 
Chriſt, do Subſcribe, and Witneſs to the Truth | 7 
. 


of this, and in the behalf of thoſe in the ſame Unity. 


22 
= 


4 
5 A 
1 5 
W 
has 


5 
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%Y 
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George Fox, Gerrard Roberts, 
Richard Hubberthorne, John Stubbs, 
Samuel Fiſher, | Thomas Coveny, 
Joſeph Fuce, Thomas Harte, 
Gobert Sikes, Iuames Strut, 
Amos Stodert, | Ellis Hookes. 
William Caton, | 


And now Tam here to Anſwer what can be Objected a- 
gainſt us on the behalf of many Thouſands, who are 


Baptized with one Spirit into one Body, to bear my 


Teſtimony, and tobe offered up for the Service of the 3 


Faith, and to give an Account of the Hope, that 1s 
in me, to every one that asketh according to the 
Scripture, who was moved of the Lord to leave my 
Houſe and Family, and to come Two Hundred Miles 
to lay theſe Things before jou; who to the Will of 
the Lord is Commuted, 

Margaret Fell, 


1 1 
5 * 
; 


tenceas if we were Thieves, Murderers, or Traytors, 
who are Enemies to no Mans Perſon upon the Earth, 
which they cannot lay to our Charge, whereby they 
endeavour to take away our Lives. 4 

Treaſon, Treachery, and falſe Dealing we do ut- 
terly deny; falſe Dealing, Surmizing, or Plotting a- 
gainſt any Creature upon the face of the Earth, ane 
ſpeak the Truth in plainneſs, and ſingleneſs of heart; 
and all our deſire is your Good, and Peace, and Love, 
and Unity, and this many thouſands will Seal with 
their Blood, who are ready not only to Believe, but 
to Suffer, but only that the Blood of the Innocent 
may not come upon your ſelves, through falſe In- 
. formations. | 1 


Given forth the 5th of the Margaret Fell. 23 
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TS, 3 ; : 
th. ü- 

% Thi 15 to the Clergy, who are the Men that 
ut. go about to ſetile Religion (as they lay) 
„according to the Church of England; 

rt 'Y I hether they may be Biſhops, or Pres- 
ve, 3 byters, or what Name ſoever they may 
wu 20 under. ” 


* 


n. Am mov'd of the Lord God to give you a Warning 
= in Love to all your Souls, that you may not 
= bring upon your ſelves the guilt of Innocent 
l. | Blood, and that you may be wary and cautious 
concerning this thing, which is of great and high 
Concernment, leſt you do intrench upon the Right 
and Prerogative of CHRIST FESUS, who 1s 
the Head of his Church, which is his Body, the ful- 
neſs of him that filleth all in all, far above all Prin- 
= cipalities and Powers, Might and Dominion, and 
every Name that is named, not only in this World, 
but alſo in that which is to come, who hath led Cap- 
= 77vity Captive, and gave gifts unto Men; ſome Apo- 
= files, /ome Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Pa- Eph. 4.8. 
tors and Teachers, for the perfefting of the Saints, 
= for the work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the 
= Body of Chriſt; that was the End and Work that 
they had to do, who had received gifts from God, 
kor the Work of the Miniſtry. Now if you have 
this Authority from CHRIST, who is the Head 
of the Body, his Church, and have received Com- 
= muſion from him, and the gifts which he gives for 
this Work, then you would be tender over his 
Saints and Lambs which he hath gathered into his 
150 Fold in this his Day, by the Miniſtration of his 
Spirit, which he hath given unto every one to profit 
withal; and no Man by the Spirit of God calleth 
1 leſus 
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fſelus accurſed: Now prove your ſelves, and let 


e. 


to another diſcerning of Spirits, to another divers 


from, then will you be tender, and be careful of 


which may be ſeveral and various, which Spirit can. 


Men; and there is he eſtabliſhing his Throne, which! 


1 


your Practice prove you, whether you have your 
derivation from this Root and Rock on which the 
whole Church is built, which Rock is CHRIST, 
who gives diverſities of Gifts by the ſame Spirit; 
for to one is given by the Spirit, the Word of Wif- * 
dom, to another the word of Knowledge by the fame 7 
Spirit, to another Faith by the ſame Spirit, to ano- 
ther the gift of Healing by the ſame Spirit, to ano- 
ther the working of Miracles, to another Propheſie, 


kinds of Tongues, and to another the Interpretation 
of Tongues; but all theſe worketh that one, and the 
ſeli-ſame Spirit. f „„ 


Now if you drink of this Spirit, and be Bapti.“ 
Zed into this Body, which you profeſs to ſucceed} ® 


thoſe that have received theſe gifts of his Spirit, 


not be limited, becauſe it proceeds from the Lord ot 


* hn, 


Heaven and Earth; and though there may be ditte-| 
rences of Adminiſtrations, yer the ſame Lord; and} © 
thoogh there may be diverſities of operations, it 1 


2 the ſame God that worketh all in all; And this 1s 
he that cannot be limited, who hath created Heaven 
and Earth, and Rules and Orders all things by the 
word of his Power, who will make all fubzec unto | 7 
him, and will make all his People willing in this 
day of his Power, to be obedient unto him, who iss 
coming to rule in the Hearts and Conſciences of 


1 r ; 8 
8 "> ITT b> 2 


is for ever and ever, and his Scepter there he will! 
iway, which is 4 Righteous Scepter, and the Nati- 
ons will he rule with a Rod of Iron, and break to 
picces all his Enemies like a Potters Veſſel. 5 
Now it is very like that you, or at leaſt many of you 
cannot belzeve that he is thus come, and coming; 
and therefore you may take the more boldneſs and 
liberty to act againſt him and his Power, becauſe 
you will not fre nor believe that this is he. 8 
| that 
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E | 
that you may not be ignorant when Chriſt appears 
againſt thoſe his Enemies that would not that he 


ſhould reign, am I moved to warn you, before you 
proceed and go on in acting againſt the Lord God, 


9 that you may not be ignorant in this thing. 


Conſider, Paul (who once was called Saul) how 


* zealous he was in perſecuting of the Saints, and he 
> thought he had great reaſon, in that he was a Few 
outward, and touching the Law, a Phariſee, and 
concerning the Law blameleſs; yet in the blindneſs 
of his zeal and ignorance, breathed he out threat- 
2 nings againſt the Saints, which afterwards was his 
2 forrow. Now ſit down ſolemnly, and conſider ſe- 
2 riouſly, that God is a Spirit, and his Worſhip is in 
the Spirit, and he hath promiſed the pouring forth 
of his Spirit, and this cannot be limited to Time, 
nor Place, nor Perſon; for it is not Men that ye 
> have to deal with in this thing, but the Lord; this 
is the Stone that all the Builders ever ſet at nought, 
and did difallow, which now is become the Head of 

the Corner, which indeed is the Lord's doing, and 
„it's marvelous in our eyes. 


Now if a Man defires the Office of a Biſhop, he 


= deſires a good Work, and not a great Name only, 
but he deſires that the good Work of God may go 
on, and not to ſtop it: But a Biſhop muſt be blame- 
= Jeſs, the Husband of one Wife, vigilant, ſober, and of Tim. 3. 
4 good behaviour, apt to teach, not given to wine, no TOO 
= ftriker, nor greedy of filthy Iucre, but patient, not 2 


brawler, nor couvetons, one that ruleth well bis own 


>» Houſe; for if a man know not how to rule his own 
=» HAouſe, how ſhall he rake care of the Church of God - © 
For a Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, as the Steward of God, 
not ſelf-willed, nor ſoon angry, but a lover of good 
men, ſober, juſt, holy, and temperate. Theſe are the 


* Qualifications and Marks of them that ſhould be 


& Overſeers of the Church of God. And likewiſe Dea- 
= cons muſt be grave, not double-tongued, not given to 
= much wine, not given to filthy Lucre, holding the M- 
= /icry of Faith in a pure Conſcience : Let theſe alſo, 
1 | P22 h ; 


firſt 


e 


firſt be proved; faith the Apoſtle. 
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that deſires or looks after, or takes upon them theſe 
Offices of being Biſpops and Deacons, and to be Over- 


ſeers of the Church of God, they ought to be pro- 


ved and tried before-hand, whether they are Men 


fearing God, and hating Covetouſneſs, bringing 
forth fruits of the Spirit, not Men of corrupt minds, 


not reprobate concerning the Faith, but holding the 
Myſtery of Faith in a pure Conſcience, void of of. 
tence, and were to give no offence, neither to the 


Few, nor Gentile, nor to the Church of God; ſuch 
were theſe, from whom the Men of our Age would 


ſeem to derive their Pedigree ; but if they be ſearch- 
ed thorowly, they will appear to be of a later ſtand- 


ing, and to be Branches which ſprings from another | 


Root. Now it will be good and ſafe that theſe Men 


do ſtand upon their own Foundation and Ground, | 
and not to ſtretch themſelves beyond their mea- | 


ſure, nor to limit the Spirit of God, which limits 
all things, and ſearches all things, even the deep 


ſure themſelves by themſelves, and compared them- 
ſelves amongſt themſelves, were not wiſe, and ſaid, 


They would not boaſt themſelves without their mea- 


ſure, but according to the meaſure of the Rule which 
God had given them; not boaſting themſelves with- 


„things of God: The Apoſtle ſaid, Them that mex | | 


EE da bats bed 


I 


* 


out their meaſure, that is, of other Mens Labours; 
but his glory ing was in the Lord, and in the Hope 


he had in him, who commended himſelf to every | 4 
Man's Conlcience in the ſight of God: And fo now, 


it you come to be approved and tried by that of 


you will commit Sin: For the Apoſtle faith, God 


God in every Mans Conſcience, then ye will not li- 


mit nor offend that in the Conſcience, if ye be made | 
manifeſt to that of God in every Mans Conſcience, |: 
in the fight of God, then will you not lay Burdens, | * 


Yoaks, and Oppreitions upon them, but fulfil the 
Royal Law, according to the Scriptures, which 
laith, Thou Malt love tby Neighbour as thy ſelf : In 
this you will do well; but it you reſpect Perſons, 


And fo thofſe 
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> them that love him: For God hath choſen the feoliſh « Cor. 

125 things of the World to confound the wiſe ; and God 25, 28. 

O- * hath choſen the weak things of the World 10 confound 

en = zhe things which are mighty; and baſe things of the 

> World, and things which are deſpiſed hath God choſen, 

2 yea and things that are not, to bring to nought the 

'* things that are, that no Fleſh might glory in his pre- 

ot- i ſence. . „ 

he 8s it will be for your Peace and Safety, not to 

ch be partial in your ſelves, and ſo become Judges with 

ld Evil Thoughts, and judge that to be Evil, which 

ch. you know not to be Evil; for they that did ſpeak 

id ** Evil of the things that they knew not, the Apoſtle | 

ler | 2 ſaid, the Vo was unto them, for they went in the Way Jude 10% 

/ Cain, and ran greedily after the Error of Balaam : © 

And ſo keep you out of this Way, leſt the Hand of 
the Lord ſtop you, and you periſh in the Gain- 

= ſaying of Core, as they did. And be not Judges of 
other Mens Conſciences, nor take not upon you to 

= uſurp Authority over the Conſciences of Men, for 

that is Chriſt's Prerogative, and the place of his 

Throne: For there is one Law-giver, who is able both Jam. 4. 
= 2o ſave, and to deſtroy. So your ſafeſt way will be, 

to leave People to this of God in their Conſcience, 

>» which they muſt ſtand or fall to; and none to judge | | 

; another Man's Servant, for to his own Maſter muſt 0 
be ſtand or fall. But thoſe that will have you to 

2 rule over them, and can receive your Doctrine, and 

> own your Church-Government and Church-Fellow- 

ſhip, ſuch you may Rule over: For there is a neceſ- 

lity, that thoſe that are not guided by That of God 

in their Conſciences, there muſt be a Law for ſuch 

to Rule and Govern them, who are not ſubjected to 

That of God in them, but are Lawleſs. But truly 

I ſay unto you, it will be dangerous for you to 

ſtrive againſt the Power, and the Hand which is 

now ſtretched forth for the Redeeming and Reco- 

vering the Seed from * great Bondage and Cap- 


Z : tivity, 


VFW 
tivity, under which they have been long held. 
Oh remember what it was that daſhed them to 


pieces before! The ſame Rock 1s preſent ſtill, and 


changeth not. It was the Preſſures and the Burthens, 


the Yokes and Bondages that were impoſed upon Peo- 


ples Conſciences. that was the cauſe that their Spirits 


were raiſed and heightned ; and therefore were they 


even reſolved to venture their Lives, for the Liberty 
of their Conſciences. This Liberty of Conſcience is of 


great Weight, and gives a great ſtroke in the Minds 
of People; this you will find to be true: Look back 
and conſider what was 1mpoled formerly in the 
Days of the Biſhops, what Spiritual Courts and Im- 


priſonments, what Citations and Excommunicetions, 


and limiting to Parithes, &c. Oh! ſach grievous | 


Burthens, as were even heavy to be born. Ye have 


ſuffered for thoſe things, and God did caſt you out, 
and diſpoſſeſs you of thoſe things, even by reaſon Þ 
of thoſe ſad and heavy Burthens which the People! 


of theſe Nations ſuffered under, which formerly 


they could not bear: And now you will find it hard | 


to bring them back into that Bondage again. And 
no you are in a hope of a poſſibility and likelihood 
of your being tried the ſecond time; but beware that 


you reſiſt not the Hand that hath ſmitten you, for, 


it will be in vain for you to kick againſt the pricks; 
for the Work of the Lord muſt go on, which he hath 
begun in this his Day, in which he is delivering and 
redeeming his Seed out of Bondage, and bringing 
back the Captivity of Jrael, and the Diſperſed of 
Fadab; for he hath heard the Cry of the oppreſſed 
Seed, and he hath felt its Groanings, and ſeen its 
Sorrow, and heard its Sighings, and becauſe of the 
Innocent, he is engaged to plead with all Fleſh : For 
the Deliverer is come to Zion, ſo that Jacob ſhall re- 


joice, and 1/722 ſhall be glad; and he that is the 


Supreme Judge in the Conſcience is ariſen, who 
purgeth the Conſcience from dead Works, to ſerve 
the living God; and the Voice is heard, which ſaith, 
Arije, you Dead, and come to Fudgment; and the time 
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is come, and now is, that the Dead do hear the Voice 
of the Son of God, and they that hear do live; and 
he, that is the Reſurrection and the Life, is ma- 
nifeſted ; and he that believs on him, though he be 
dead, yet ſhall he hve; and he that lives and be- 
lieves, out of his Belly flows Rivers of living Wa- 
ter. And this Fountain and Current is ſet open, 
which all the Powers of Darkneſs cannot ſtop, which 
will fill the Earth with the Knowledge of the Lord, 
even as the Waters the Sea. Therefore let all Hands 
be ſtay'd, and all Mouths ſtop'd, that would act and 


ſpeak againſt this; for there is no Wiſdom, nor Un- prov. ar. 
derſtanding, nor Counſel againſt the Lord: I will a-3% 
riſe, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, and cut off from Babylon ia. 14. 


the Name and Remnant, Son and Nephew, ſaith the 
Lord; and I will make it a Poſſeſhon for the Bittern, 
and I will ſweep it with the Beſom of Deſtruftion, ſaiih 
the Lord of Hoſts, who bath ſworn, ſaying, Surely as 


I have thought, ſo ſhall it come to paſs, and as IT have 
2 purpoſed, ſo ſhall it ſtand. And this is the Hand that 
is ſtretched out upon all Nations, ſo let all Fear and 


Tremble before him, who is a conſuming Fire to the 


Wicked, who is coming to render Recompence to his 


Adverſaries, and Fury to his Enemies; for the Tranſ- 
greſſions of the People are multiplied, and their 
Iniquities and Sins teſtifie to their Faces; for they 
30 on in tranſgreſhng and lying againft the Lord, 
and they are departed from the Way of God, and 
are ſpeaking and uttering Words of Falſhood, and 
Judgment is turned away backward, and Juſtice 


ſtandeth afar off: For Truth is fallen in the Streets, 
and Equity cannot enter; yea, Truth falleth, and 
= he that departeth from Iniquity, maketh himſelf a 
Prey; and the Lord hath ſeen it, and it hath diſ- 


pleaſed him, that there is no true Judgment ; there- 


tore hath he put on Righteouſneſs for a Breaſt-plate, 


and a Helmet of Salvation upon his Head and he 
hath put on the Garments of Vengeance for Cloath- 
ing, and 1s clad with Zeal as a Cloak; accord- 
ing to their Deeds, accordingly will he repay: So 
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ſhall they fear the Name of the Lord from the Weſt 


5 


and his Glory from the Riſing of the Sun; and the 


Redeemed ſhall come to Zion, and unto them that 
turn from Tranſgreſſion in Jacob. So every one 
that feareth the Lord, and worketh Righteouſneſs, 
will be accepted of him, and no Evil Tidings can 
come to ſuch. And the Lord's People ſhall never 
be aſhamed, though they may ſuffer much, and un-. 
dergo many ſad Afflictions; yet if their Suffering be 
not for Evib doing, but for the Lord, and for Con- 
ſcience ſake, it will not be worthy to be compared 
to the Glory which ſhall be revealed: But it wil! 
be good for you, that are called Miniſters and Teach. 
ers, that ye have not your Hands in Blood and Per.“ 
ſecution ; for the Blood of the Innocent will cry a-| # 
loud in the Ears of the Lord; and when he looks, 
and beholds that there is no Pleader in the Earth, 
then is he engaged to ſtand up, and to own that“ 
which no Eye pit ies, which breaths unto him alone, 
and cannot be ſatisfied without Life and Refreſu. 
ment from him, who is now raiſing up Paſtors a.“ 
ter his own Heart, which loves him, and feeds hi“ 
Lambs and his Sheep, over which he is the Shepherd; 
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and therefore they cannot want, but he feeds them 1 


with green Paſtures, who is the Biſhop of the Soul; I 


and thoſe that rules over his Flock, watches for the 1 


Souls of People. 


Therefore remember that you are warned in your. 


Life-time, to keep your Hands from limiting of 
Pcople's Conſciences, whoſe Appeal is only unto the 
Lord, the Soul's Biſhop, and ſo cannot be limited 
by no Man. Remember alſo, that there were Pa- 
ſtors that deſtroyed the Vineyard, and the Heritage 
was unto the Lord as a ſpeckled Bird; and when 
they aſſembled, they were às Beaſts of the Field that 
came to devour, and God's Tabernacle was ſpoi led, 


and their Paſtors were become brutiſh, they ſought þ# 


IE; 
5 


not the Lord, and therefore they did not proſper, Ne 


but their Flocks were ſcattered. 
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and do not wilfully ſhut your Eyes againft the Hand 
of the Lord, leſt you fall into utter Ruine and De- 


ſtruction; for he is the ſame to day, as he was ye- 
ſterday, and for ever. And as you tender your own 


3 Souls, and your Eternal Peace and Comfort, be ten- 
der of tender Conſciences, which the Lord hath 
made tender, and which are tender and dear unto 
him: And make not ye their Hearts fad, which the 
Lord hath not made ſad; which if you do, ſad and 
heavy will be your Miſery. Aud if you ſhould go 
about to limit and bind People to your Ways and 

2 Worſhips, even upon pain of Firing, Priſoning, Ba- 
bh. niſhing, yea, if it be to Maſlacring and Martyring, 
you will find, that there is a People in this Nation 
that will give up their Lives and their Blood for 
their Teſtimony which they hold, which is the Te- 
ſtimony of Jeſus, the Spirit of Prophecy, and that 
will follow the Lamb whereſoever he goes. Here is 
the Patience of the Saints, they that keep the Com- 
mandments of God, and the Faith of Jeſus, who ſhall 
overcome by the Blood of the Lamb, and the Word 


of their Teſtimony, who loves not their Lives unto 


Death. And now remember, that you cannot plead 


Ignorance of this, nor that you are not forewarned 
that ye might avoid ſhedding innocent Blood, which 


will be an everlaſting Teſtimony for the Lord, when 
he comes to make Inquiſition for Blood, and when 
hae comes to plead the Cauſe of the Innocent, who 
have ſuffered innocently, and for Conſcience ſake, 


and not for any Evil-doing: Then what will you 
anſwer him? Oh! harden not your Hearts, while 
it is called To Day; but ceaſe to do evil, and learn 
to do well, that the Lord may have mercy on you, 
who delights in Mercy, and loves not the Death of 
Sinners, but rather that they ſhould turn from their 
Wickedneſs, and live. 1 1 


Firſt Printed in the Tear 1660. 


I. How neceſſary and expedient it 1s fo 3 


IV. That the landing of the Saints is b 1 


towards God and towards Man: And being that it | 


—— 


lit 
An done Dane to God's Ela, | 
which clearly manifeſteth to them, . FF 


them to come to witneſs true Faith. 8 
II. T hat after they have attained to bb. 5 
Faith, it muſt 5 tried as Gold 15 tried © t 
in the Fire. 41 


III. It ſhews how, FO. many have depart- | 0 
ed from the Faith, and denied it. a 


Faith in the Son of God. I 
V. How ſtrong Abraham was in the Faith, 2 
and bow all that believe are to follow. | 


By Margaret Fell. : 


en of God, and of the Living Truth, as it is in 2 
Jeſus, who are. called to be Saints, and to live 
Godly i in — Feſus, as becometh Saints : Y 


| Here is ſomething upon me, as from the 3 
Lord, to write unto you concerning the pre- 
cious Faith, which was once delivered un. I 
to the Saints, which you may be called to contend 1 
for; Times of Trial thereof ſeeming to approach: 
But the only Intent and Deſire of my Soul is, that 8 
you may be brought into the Truth and Soundnels | 
- the Faith, which indeed is a Myſtery, and can- 
10t be held but in a pure Conſcience, void of offence | 2 
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is fo, that without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God 
and that whatſoever ts not of Faith, is ſin : This be- 
ing weighed and read in the pure Eternal Light, 
2 which every one hath a meaſure of to try withal, 
dit will nearly concern every one to ſearch and try 
„ narrowly and throughly, whether they are in the 
Faith, which is of God's Elect, yea or no. This 
may be lightly look'd upon with many, as though 
| Fit were needleſs, and below their Condition and 
tate, as if it were eaſie to be in the Faith of God; 
Byea, the very World, the Apoſtatized Chriſtians will 
talk of a Faith, though it be dead, and they yet in 
4.3 their Sins. But truly Friends, I ſee in the Eternal 
Light, that it is a great Myſtery to be made Par- 
ꝗtaker of the precious Faith, which gives the Victory 
2 over the World; and Faith is the Gift of God. 
And 1 find in the Scriptures of the Prophets, that 
„ there were few that witneſſed and ſpoke of Faith; 
al though there were many faithful Men, which by 
Faith obtained a good Report, and died in the Faith, 
, by which they did the Commandments of God, ac- 
g cording to his Eternal Purpoſe: Yet the Fathers were 
g under the Cloud, and the Appearance of God in their 
— Day was in a Cloud, and all paſſed through the Sea, 
Band were all baptized unto Moſes in the Cloud and 
— Jin the Sea, and they did drink of the Rock which 
7 followed them, which Rock was Chriſt. While Moſes 
z is Read, the Vail is over the Heart, which Vail is 
done away in Chriſt, | 
= When God called Moſes, and Aaron, and Miriam, 
he he ſaid, Hear now my Word, if there be a Prophet a- 
re. dong you, I the Lord will make my ſelf known unto 
bim in aVijion, and ſpeak unto him in a Dream. This 
ad s the State which we muſt paſs through: But the 
h: Lord ſaid, With Moſes my Servant it is not ſo, who 
at i faithful in all my bouſe, with him will T ſpeak mouth 
of, do mouth, even apparently, and not in dark ſpeeches. 
n. Here Hoſes was faithful to God as a Servant, and 
1% his Miniſtration was Glorious; yet this Glory was 
it do be done away, by reaſon of the Glory 1 
13 | gelled, 


4 


ing; for Times of Tryal of Faith may come. The} 2 


Search, and warned before-hand, that your Founda: / 


L 222 * 
celled, which Glory remains where the Spirit of the * 
Lord is the Covering. LE "2 

And fo, Friends, come into the Light of the Son 
of God, which gives the Light of the Knowledge of = 
the Glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, the 


Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, which Moſes could * 


2 3 
BA 1 

6... 0 

Lo 


not ſee and live: And here you will come to ſee 1 
and to read through the Myſtery of the Faith of the 1 


Goſpel in the Miniſtration of the Spirit. And now, 3 
that none may think of themſelves above what they 


ought to think, let every one, with the Light of Je| 4 


fus, ſeriouſly and ſingly ſearch and try your Stand-.“ 


Apoſtle bad the Corinthians examine themſelves, 


— IE! 


whether they were in the Faith, prove your own} Þ! 


ſelves, (faith he) know you not how that Chriſt is in, 
you, except you be Reprobates: This he ſaid to the! 
Corinthians, who were a gather'd People. And to 
the Galatians, ſaith he, If a Man think of himſelf t 


be ſomething, when he is nothing, he deceives himſelf: ©Þ, 


But let every Man prove his own Work, and then be 
will have Joy in himſelf, and not in another. 2 
Friends, be not offended that you are put to a4 


tion and Standing may be ſure when the Day off 
Trial comes; for the Lord hath ſaid, Zech. 13. 9. 
7 will bring the third part of them through the Fire, an! 
zwill refine them as Silver is refined, and try them as 
GO is tryed; and they ſhall call on my Name, and | 


will hear them: I will ſay, it is my People, and they 4 


Hall ſay, the Lord is my God. And Peter faith, Ie], 
who are kept by the Power of God through Faith unto} + 
Salvation, ready to be revealed in the laſt time; where-| 7; 
2½ ye greatly rejoyce, though now for a ſeaſon ye are in- 
beavinefs through manifold Temptations, that the trial | 7 
of your Faith, being much more precious than Gold that 
perifheth, though it be tried by Fire, might be found 
unte ihe Praiſe, Honour and Glory, at the appearing 
of Feſus Chriſt. O bleſſed will you be, if you are 
tound here! for then will you not think it ſtrange 
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e . . In | 
Concerning the fiery trials which are to try you, but 
5 you will even rejoyce, inaſmuch as you are parta- 


*kers of the Sufferings of Chriſt. 
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Truly Friends my Care is, with the deſire of my 


soul, that you might come into the Faith of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and that the ſame mind may be 
in you that was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus, who made him- 
ſelf of no reputation, but took upon him the form 
of a Servant, and was made in the likeneſs of Men, 
and being found in faſhion as a Man he humbled 
himſelf, and became obedient to the death of the 
Croſs, and through that he is exalted: And this is 
the path that the faithful in Chriſt Jeſns muſt walk 
in, which may be found ſtrait and narrow to the 
firſt man which is rough and fierce Eſau- like: And 


- 


2 


> 


that you ſhould be exhorted to come into the Faith 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, yet this is above the Diſci- 
pPles Condition, when they were often reproved for 
the want of this by their Lord and Maſter, who ex- 
' Zhorted them to take no thought for their meat, nor 
for their drink, neither for their body what they 


2 hough (as I ſaid before) you may think ſtrange 


 Zclothe you O ye of little faith? And again, when the 


' Ztempeſt roſe upon the Sea, they began to be afraid, 


Then ſaid he unto them, Why are ye fearful O ye 
little faith? And again when he ſhewed them 
the Fig tree how it was withered, Chriſt ſaid unto 
them, If ye have faith and doubt not, ye ſhall not 
only do this which is done to this Fig-tree, but al- 
o if you ſay unto this mountain, be thou remo- 
ved into the Sea, it ſhall be done, and whatſoever you 
Pray for, believing, ye ſhall receive. And again, he 
= ſaid unto Peter when the Sea was boiſtrous and he 
afraid, he ſaid unto him, O tho of little faith, why 


T doſt thou doubt? Yet after this Peters Faith was ſha- 


ken. And unto Thomas he ſaid, Be not faubleſs, 


13 but believing. | 

So here is the very Life of your Life, that you 
Fs Chriſt, for whoſoever belie- 

| be th 


8 believe on the Lord 


ſhould put on, for ſaith he, ſhall be not much more 
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veth on him ſhall not be aſhamed, for there is no dif. 


ference between the Jew and the Greek, for the ſame 


Lord over all, is rich unto all that call upon him, and“ 


believe in him. 


And ſo now Friends, ſeeing that many when! 
Trials come upon them, have been ſhaken, as you | * 
may ſee in the Scriptures more fully, therefore in! 
the fear of the Lord God keep cloſe and near to the“ 
word of Faith which is nigh in the heart, and nei- !“ 
ther aſcend nor deſcend, but keep to the Righteouſ. * 
neſs of Faith, and then you keep to the ſubſtance of þ * 
things hoped for, and to the Evidence and Teſtimo- | * 
ny of things not ſeen. Througu Faith you may! 
underſtand that the Worlds were made by the Invr Þþ * 
fible Word of God, fo that things which are ſeen, Þ « 


are not made of things which do appear, but by the 
Immortal and Eternal Word which was in the Be- 


ginning; here you will ſee him that is inviſible, as 


Abraham did who believed, and it was accounted 


unto him for Righteouſneſs, not when he was in the 


Circumciſion, but when he was in the uncircumciſi 


on, and ſo he received the ſign of Circumciſion a 


ſeal of the righteouſneſs of his Faith which he had 
before he was Circumciſed, that he might be the 
Father of all that believe, though they be not Cir- 
cumciſed outwardly, that Righteouſneſs might be 
imputed unto them alſo, not of the Jews only, but 
alſo of the Gentiles; for all who walk in the ſteps 
of that Faith of our Father A4brabam, for the Pro- 


mile that he ſhould be the Heir of the World, was 
not to Abraham or to his Seed through the Law, but 


through the Righteouſneſs of Faith, therefore is it 
of Faith, that it might be by Grace, to the end that 
the Promiſe might be ſure to all the Seed, not to 
that only which 1s of the Law, but to that alſo 
which is of the Faith of Abraham which is the Fa- 
ther of us all, who againſt Hope, believed in Hope, 
that he might become the Father of many Nations : 
Oh the Infinite Love and Wiſdom of the Lord _ 
| an 
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and the depth of the myſtery that hath been hid but 
no is revealed by his Spirit. 

"|: Know ye therefore that they that are of Faith are 
1 the Children of 4braham, and the Scripture which 
cannot be broken, foreſeeing that God would Juſtifie 
the Heathen through Faith preached before the Go- 
: ſpel unto Abraham, ſaying, in thee ſhall all Nations 


be bleſſed > The promiſe of the Bleſling to Abraham 

and his Seed, this is the glad tidings of the Everla- 
'F | ſting Goſpel, the liberty to the Captives, the deſire 
| of all Nations which is now come and riſen, to ma- 
nifeſt and fulfil what he hath promiſed in this his 
day: And all they that be of the Faith are bleſſed 
with faithful 4brabam, and this is the Goſpel which 
the Apoſtle was not aſhamed of to Preach, which is 
the power of God unto Salvation to every one that 
"| believeth, to the Jew firſt, and alſo to the Greek, 
8for therein is the Righteouſneſs of God revealed, 
from Faith, to Faith; for the Juſt live by Faith, 


| whether they be Jews, or Greeks, Bond, or Free, 
there is neither Male nor Female here, but they are 
all one in Chriſt Jeſus; And if they be Chriſts, then 
are they Abrahams Seed, and Heirs according to pro- 


2? miſe. And here is the Fountain opened for the 
* |: Houſe of David, and for the Inhabitants of Jeruſa- 
een for ſin and for uncleanneſs, Chriſt Jeſus the 
> Eyerlaſting Covenant, who in the laſt day of the 
great Feaſt ſtood and cryed, ſaying, If any man be 
2 athirſt let him come unto me and drink, he that belie- 
veth on me, out of his belly ſhall flow Rivers of living 
2 waters, but this he ſpake of the Spirit, which they 
that believed on him ſhould receive, according to the 
words of the Apoſtle, who ſaid unto the Ga/arians, 
= Received you the Spirit by the works of the Law, or 
by the bearing of faith? for we through the Spirit 
wait for the hope of the Righteouſneſs of Faith, for 
in Chriſt Jeſus neither Circumciſion nor uncircumci- 
» ſion availeth, but Faith that worketh by Love, and 
; obedience unto him, who ſaith, I am the Reſurrettion 
| end Life, be that helieveth on me, though he was dead 
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yet ſhall be live; And he that liveth and believeth 
ſhall never die, and he that believeth worketh the 
works of God, he that believeth ſhall never thirſt: 
And this is the will of the Father that hath ſent 
the Son, that every one that ſeeth him, ſhould he- 


lieve on him and have everlaſting life, and he would | 2 


raiſe him up at the laſt day; and bleſſed are they 


that believe and live in the freedom of the Spirit,, 
for to the Spiritual Mind is Life and Peace, and no- 
evil tidings can frighten ſuch, ſuch reckon not the! 


ſufferings of this preſent time worthy to be compa- 


red to the glory that ſhall be revealed, for theJuſt. þ * 


lives by his Faith, but if any Man draw back, my 
Soul hath no pleaſure in him, faith the Lord. 
Now Friends, ſeeing it is ſo, that the Spirit ſpeak- 
eth expreſly, that in the latter times ſome ſhall de- 
part from the Faith, giving heed to ſeducing Spi- 
Tits and Doctrines of Devils, and that ſome have 
caſt off their firſt Faith, and ſome through the 
love of Money have erred from the Faith, and pier- 
ced themſelves through with many ſorrows, and 
ſome have denied the Faith, and ſome have had 
their Faith overthrown by others words, and ſome 
have made ſhipwrack of their Faith, and Jude 
ſpeaks of many (and ſundry) that fell away and 
loſt their firſt love, and did not keep their firſt e- 
ſtate as you may read: And therefore did he exhort 
them that they ſhould earneſtly contend for the 
Faith which was once delivered to the Saints? 
And fo Friends, this is the very end of my wrt 


ting, that you even would contend for the precious 


Faith in every particular, and alſo in the general; 
And call to mind how that God after he had brought 
the Children of 1/rae/ out of Egyyt, yet they fell in 
the Wilderneſs becauſe of unbelief; therefore fiy 


all ungodlineſs and follow after Righteouſneis, 


Faith, Love and Patience, fight the good fight of 
Faith, and lay hold on Eternal Life; Conſider the 
Apoſtle and High-Prieſt of our Profeſlion, Chriſt Je- 


ſus, who was faithful to him that appointed him, 
| N as 
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as alſo Moſes was faithful in all his Houſe as a Ser- 
vant, and Chriſt as a Son over his own Houſe, whoſe 


Z Houſe are we, if we hold faſt the confidence and re- 
Z joycing of our Hope unto the end, here will every 
one be preſerved clear in his Condition, who through 
the Spirit wait for the hope of the Righteouſneſs of 
Faith, and take heed there be not in any of you an 
evil heart of unbelief, departing from the Living 
God, for we are made partakers of Chriſt if we 
2 hold faſt the profeſſion of our Faith without waver- 
ing; And unto us the Goſpel is preached as well as 


unto them, but the word preached did not profit 


them, not being mixed with Faith in them that 
heard it, Therefore did he ſwear in his wrath that 
they ſhould not inter into his reſt, they entered not 


- {7 becauſe of unbelief. | 
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Now this being ſo fully proved and manifeſted to 


vou, lay aſide every weight, and run with patience 


the Race that is ſet before you, looking unto Jeſus 


the Author and finiſher of our Faith, who is the 
Corner Stone and Rock of Eternal Salvation, who 
zs rooted and grounded on him will not be ſhaken, 
though the ſtorms and tempeſts beat; Conſider him 
that endured ſuch contradiction of Sinners, left you 
be weary and faint in your minds; For all the Pro- 
miſes of God in him are Yea, and in him Amen, in 


whom we have boldneſs and acceſs with confidence 
by the Faith of him who worketh all in us, and for 
us ; For none are Juſtified by the works of the Law, 
but by the Faith of Jefus Chriſt, and by Faith 
you ſtand: For God hath put no difference betwixt 
the Jews and the Gentiles, if their hearts be purified 
by Faith, whoſe eyes are opened, and who are turn- 
ed from the Darkneſs to the Light, from the Power 
of Satan unto God, that they may receive the for- 
Eglveneſs of Sin, and an Inheritance among them 
that are ſanctified by Faith in Chriſt, even the Righ- 
teouſneſs of God, which is by Faith of ſeſus Chriſt 
unto all, and upon all them that believe; for there 
is no difference, for all have ſinned and come ſhort 


Q b 
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broken off, it is becauſe of unbelief, and thou ſtand-. 


Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by the Faith of 
Chriſt, For whatſoever is born of God overcometh the 


Vorld, but he that believeth that Feſus is the Chriſt ;| © 
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of the glory of God; for if the firſt fruit be holy, : 


the Lump is holy alſo, and if the Root be holy, fa} * 


LE I 


are the Branches; and if ſome of the Branches be 


eſt by Faith, be not high-minded but fear. 
Oh Friends, conſider that your ſtanding is by 


Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, even we have believed in Jeſus 7 


FAM 


World, and this is the victory that overcometh the © 
Werld, even our Faith, who is he that overcometh ,. 


here ſhall we be more than Conquerors, as we abide| 2 
and grow from Strength to Strength, and from| 2 
Faith to Faith, building up one another in our moſt} ? 
holy Faith, till we all come in the unity of the 
Faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God un-! 
to a perfect Man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature ofÞ ® 
the fulneſs of Chriſt, that we henceforth be no mot] 
Children toſſed to and fro, and carried about with} 7 
every wind of Doctrine, by the ſlight of Men, and! 
cunning craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to de.] 
ceive, but ſpeaking the Truth in love may grow i-! 
to him in all things who is the Head, even Chriſt, þ 7 
that ſo we might make all Men ſee what is the fel.“ 
lowſhip of the Myſtery which from the beginning off 7 
the World hath been hid in God, who Created all“ 
things by Jeſus Chriſt, in whom we have boldneſs} 
and acceſs with confidence by the Faith in him,, 
that fo Chriſt may dwell in your hearts by Faith,, 
and you being rooted and grounded in Love, may be, 
able to comprehend with all Saints, what is the 
height, breadth, leugth and depth, and to know the- 
Love of God which pafleth knowledge, unto whom | 7 
be glory, honour and dominion for ver. 
Now dearly Beloved Friends and Brethren, be? 
ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of his might, 
take unto you the Armour of Righteouſneſs, that 
you may be able to ſtand againſt the wiles of the 
Devil, tor now you come not to wreſtle with F _ Ka 
| and 
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and Blood, but with Principalities and Powers, and 


againſt the Rulers of the darkneſs of this World, 


and againſt Spiritual Wickedneſſes in high places; 
wherefore let your Cloathing and Armour be the 
Light, that you may be able to ſtand in the evil 
day; and above all take the ſhield of Faith, by this 
will you quench the fiery darts of the Wicked: Stand 
faſt in one Spirit, ſtriving together for the Faith of 
the Goſpel, and in nothing terrified by your Ad ver- 
ſaries, which is to them an evident token of Perdi- 
tion, but to you of Salvation, and that of God; 
For unto you is given in the behalf of Chriſt, not 
only to believe on him, but alſo to ſuffer for his 
ſake, and that you holding faſt the Word of Life, 
may cauſe us to rejoice in the day of Chriſt, that 
we have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain; 
Yea if I were offered upon the ſacrifice of your Faith, 
I could joy and rejoyce with you all. And now 


that you may come to the ſoundneſs of the Truth of 


the Goſpel of Chriſt, whois the beginning, the firſt 
Born from the dead, that you being rooted and 


grounded in him, and that through the Spirit you 
may wait for the hope of Righteouſneſs by Faith, 
and ſo grow up as living Plants, which are called 


Trees of Righteouſneſs, the Planting of the Lord. 

And Friends, there is none that truly believes but 
he knows that God is, and there is none that believes 
but he hath the witneſs in him that he is in the uni- 
ty of the Faith, and he that believes hath his heart 
purified by Faith, he that believes is entered into 
e and he is ſealed with the Spirit of Pro- 
miſe. 

So Friends ſearch your ſelves, for a Sinner in 
Zion will be afraid, and fear will ſurprize the Hy- 


Poocrite, and truly none can dwell with the everlaſt- 
lag burning but he that worketh Righteouſneſs, and 


every Mans work muſt be tried by fire; and he that 
is faved in the day of the Lord, it is ſo as by fire; 
t Is not offerings that will conſume, that will ſerve 
in this our day, but it is the perfect offering of Righ- 

| 1 2 teouſneſs 


| Tn 

teouſneſs that will paſs the fire which is now accepted. 
The God of Eternal Power and Life ſtrengthen you 
by his Grace in the Inward Man, that fo you may 
be True and Faithful Wariours in the Work of the 
Lord, that you may fight the good fight, and finiſh 
your courſe, and keep the Faith, that a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs may be laid up for you. 

For certainly the day is come in which the Lord 
with his ſore great and ſtrong Sword will puniſh Le- 
viathan, that piercing crooked Serpent, and he will 
ſlay the Dragon that is in the Sea; And there ſhall 
be a Song of a Vineyard of red Wine, and the Lord 
will keep his Plants, he will water it every moment 
leaſt any hurt it, yea he will keep it night and day, 
if Bryars and Therns be ſet in battel againſt him, 
he will go through them and burn them together, 
for the Lords People is his Portion, 1/7ael is the lot 
of his Inheritance, and though he hath found Facob 
in a Deſert Land, and a waſt howling Wilderneſs, 
yet he hath led him about and inſtructed him, he 
hath kept him as the Apple of his eye, as an Eagle 
ſtirreth up her Neaſt, fluttereth over her young, 
ſpreadeth abroad her Wings, and beareth them, ſo 
doth the Lord with the Seed of his Covenant ; And 
the day is come that they do ſing in the Land of 


Fudob, the Lyon of which Tribe hath opened the 


Book, and unlooſed the Seals; We have a ſtrong Ci- 
ty, Salvation God hath given for Walls and Bul- 


warks, the Gates whereof are opened that the Righ- Þ*? 
teous Nation may enter in, who are as lively Stones 


built up a Spiritual Houſe, an Holy Prieſthood, to 
ofter up Spiritual Sacrifice acceptable unto God by 
Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe foundation is laid in Zion, the 
chief corner ſtone elect and precious, and he that he. 
lieveth on him thall never be confounded, unto all 
that believe on him he is precious, but unto them 
which be diſobedient, the Stone which the Builders 
diſallowed, the ſame is made the head of the Cor- 
ner, and you that do believe on him are the choſen 
Generation, a Royal Prieſthood, an Holy Nation, 

b a peculiar 
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a peculiar People, to ſhew forth the Praiſes of him 
that hath called you out of Darkneſs into his mar- 
vellous Light; here abiding with God, who hath 
Immortality, and dwells in the Light, and whoſe 
Power and ſweet precious preſence is in the Light, 
all things here are poſſible, here will you inherit all 
things, ſo while you have the Light, believe in the 
Light, that you may be the Children of the Light, 
Z begotten into it, born of the Spirit which is Light, 
here you will be preſerved, fitting under your own 
vine, where none can make you afraid, while that 
Babylon is falling, and all the graven Images of her 
Gods is breaking unto the ground, I will riſe up ſaith 
the Lord God of Hoſts, and will cut off from Babylon 
the Name and Remnant, Son and Nephew, faith the 
Lord, Iwill make it a poſſeſſion for the Bittern, and 
I will ſweep it with the beſom of deſtruction; The 
Lord of Hoſts hath ſworn ſaying, Surely as Þ have 
thought, ſo *ſhall it come to paſs, as I have purpo- 
fed Jo ſhall it ftand, that I will break the Syrian in 
my Land, and upon my Mountains tread him under 
foot, then ſhall bis yoak depart from off them, and his 
burden depart from off ther ſhoulders : This is the 
Purpoſe that is purpoſed upon the whole Earth, and 
this is the hand that is ſtretched out upon all Nati- 
ons, for the Lord of Hoſts hath purpoſed, and who 
ſhall diſannul it? And his hand is ſtretched out, 
and who ſhall turn it back? So all wait in the Faith 
of God's Ele&, for the fulfilling and bringing to paſs 
of his great Work, for God 1s faithful that hath 
promiſed unto Abraham before, whom he believed, 
even God who quickeneth the dead, and calleth thoſe 
things which be not, as though they were. 
= Abraham againſt hope, believed in hope, and ſo 
= was the Father of many Nations, he ſtaggered not 
| at the Promiſe of God through unbelief, but was 
ſtrong in Faith, giving God the Glory, and this 
was counted to him for Righteouſneſs; Now ye that 
teek the Lord, ye that follow after Righteouſneſs, 
ye muſt look unto the Rock whence ye were hewn, 
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ever, do I commit you. 


LS 
and to the hole of the Rock whence ye were dipped, 
ye muſt look unto Abraham your Father in the 
Faith, and unto Sarahs Womb who bare you, For I 
have called him alone, ſaith the Lord, I have bleſſed 
him and increaſed him, here 1s Zion comforted, and 


The believing Fews and the believing Gentiles are 
the Children of 4brabam, and are bleſſed with faith- 


ful 4braham, for of a Truth God is no reſpecter of 
Perſons, but every one that believeth and worketh | 7 


Righteouſneſs is accepted of him, whether they be 
Fews, or Greeks, Barbarian, or Scythian, Bond, or 
Free, if they believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
walk in him, they are all one, and this is the Sal- 


vation that is to the ends of the Earth, the Covenant 


of Light. f 
Firſt Printed in the Year, 1660. 
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the waſt places and Wilderneſſes made like Eden, 
and her Deſarts like the Garden of the Lord, joy | + 
and gladneſs is found therein, Thankſgiving, and | 7 
the voice of Melody to this ſafe Habitation of Reſt | 
and Peace which is Eternal, and doth endure for- 


A True Teſtimony 


3 FROM 

| } The People of G O D, 
1 
| (Who by th the World are called 3 * 


4 O F 
| The Doctrines of the Prophers, Chri 7 and the Apoſiles, 


which is witneſſed unto by them, who are now 
i Raiſed up by the ſame Power, and Quickned by 
the ſame Spirit (and Blood of the Everlaſting Co- 
= venant) which men again our Lord Jeſus trom 
= the Dead. 


o 
n 
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Publiſhed for this End, (Viz.) 


| That all Sober-minded People may ſee the Unity and 
4 Agreement of our Doctrine and Teſtimony, with 
the Teſtimony of Jeſus, and all the Holy Men of 
L 43 God. 


| With the Difference between Us, and Them that 
3 have the Form of Words, but not the Power 
3 thereof. 


* 


| Prove all things, an hold faſt 1 tha 3 75 + good, 1 
2 x Theff. 5. 21. 
4 * Now we have received not the Spirit which is of the 
= World, but the Spirit which is , God, for the Spi- 
le it ſear cheth all things, yea the deep things of God, 
10Cor. 10. 12. 


— 


Firſt Printed, in the Lear 1660. 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
Friend, | 
B ig that the Day of the Lord is come, and he g- 
"jen in bis Eternal Light, and is ariſing in the 
Conſciences of Mien, the place where his Throne and 
Sceptre muſt Ruſe re ns; and being that he is 


King, and Lord an L, ver to thoſe who are under 
his Government, and :s the ſupreme Head and Fudge 


in the Conſciences: Now this being ariſen and mani. 


feſted in this Day of the Lord's Power, in the which 
he will make all his People willing and ſubjett to hin; 
and being that this hath been long obſcured and cover- 
ed with the thick Vail of Darkneſs, and Cloud of Apo- 
Racy that bath been over the Face of the Earth, and 
zndecd over the Hearts of Men; and the only Cauſe 
and Reafon of this, hath been the Cup of Abomination 
and Fornication the Nations have drunk in, the Vor- 
ſhip of the Beaſt, upon which the Whore fits, which 
John ſaw (when he ſtood upon the Sand of the Sea) 
riſe up out of the Sea, which all the World wondred 
After; inſomuch, that Myſtery Babylon the Great made 
all Nations drunk with the Cup of ber Fornication. 
And now the Day is come, that Babylon 2s come up in 
Remembrance with the Lord, and the Day of her 
Judg ments is come, and the Vials are pouring upon 
ie Scat and Head of the Beaſt ;, and the Darkneſs 5 

expeliing, and the Light is arifing out of Obſcurity, 
and ſhiuing ſecretly in the Hearts of People, where 


God © Ipperrance and Manifeſtation is, where be writes BY 


hes Lew, and puts bis Spirit in the inward parts; 
wW27eh ts the new Covenant which he hath made with 


the Houſe cf Iſrael and with the Houſe of Judah, and 


which 5 40% 2 Light to the Gentiles, by which they can | 


do the things contained in the Law, having the Subſtance 
of the Law, which is Light, written in their Hearts; 
i beir Conſciences alſo bearing them witneſs of the Ju- 
ſlice and Righteouſneſs of the Law, when God comes 
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to judge the Secrets of their Hearts by Jeſus Chriſt, 
who 15 the end of the Law for Righteouſneſs, and who 


ie the Light that is given to be the Salvation to the 


ends of the Earth. = 

And now all People, that come to be guided by this 
Law, which is Light, they by ſo doing come into God's 
Covenant and Promiſe; and coming into this Light, 
and Covenant, and Spirit, which God puts in the in- 
ward parts; here all People meet together, Jews and 
Gentiles, Barbarian, Scythian, Bond and Free, in 
the Unity of the Spirit which is in Chriſt Jeſus our - 
Lord, in which they come to be all one in Chriſt ; 
and if they be Chriſt's, then are they Abraham's 
Seed, and Heirs according to Promiſe, Gal. 3. 29. 
This is the great Myſtery that hath been hid from 
Ages and Generations paſt, by reaſon of the groſs 


Darkneſs that hath covered Men; and the great Cauſe 


and Reaſon of all this hath been, becauſe the Wor- 


Ship that bath been ſet up in the Nations, hath had its 


Foundation in the Darkneſs, and the very Root and 
Ground of it bath been Darkneſs it ſelf, and the 
Teachers and Miniſters thereof, have been Miniſters 
of Darkneſs, and have not turned People from the 
Darkneſs to the Light, but on the contrary, have 
drawn them from the Light and Spirit of God within 
them, unto their Inventions, Imaginations, Meanings, 
and Expolitions of the Scriptures without them; and 


[ fo have been building Babel in the many Languages, 


which God is coming to confound; and it may be they 
have read a Chapter, and then turn and pervert it, 
and mix with it their own dark Imaginations of their 
evil Hearts And again, read a Verſe of a Chapter, 
and make an Hour's Diſcourſe of what they had in- 
tended and hatched up in their Minds (it may be) a 
Mee before. And thus they have fed poor People with 
Chaff and Husks, but the Lord is ariſen in his mighty 
Power, with his Fan in his Hand, and he is ſeparating 
the Chaff from the Wheat, and is gathering the Wheat 
into his Garner, and will burn up the Chaff with un- 
quenchable Fire, 
And 


1 


And now, Reader, in Soberneſs and Singleneſs of || 
thy Heart, read this following Treatiſe without an evil || © 
Eye, and a prejudiced Mind and let the Truth of God“ 
have place in the Heart, and let the Light of Chriſt in thy | . 
Conſcience ſerioufly judge and weigh the things therein i 
contained, and (according to the Scriptures) prove all þ | e 
things, and hold faſt that which is good. And lool 
not at Men, nor at the Times, as they ſtand in relation | 
zo Men, for in ſo doing, the god of the World will blind Þ 
the Eye: But look at the Lord, and at his Truth, and 

eye his Dealing, and Diſpenſation of his Will, according 
to his Wiſdom; and let him be thy Fear, and let hin 
be thy Dread; and ſlight not thy Day of Viſitation of 
his Love: For truly the Lord, whom we ſeek, will ſud: 
denly come to his Temple, and who may abide the Day 
of his Coming © who will ſift as a Refiners Fire, and 
will be as Fullers Soap. Certainly he will plead with 
all Fleſh by Sword and by Fire, and bring into the |Þ_ 

Valley of Jehoſhaphat; and all Fleſh will be as Graſs, 

and the Glory thereof as the Flower of the Field, when 
the Spirit of the Lord blows upon it, becauſe all People | & 
are Graſs. It is not Fleſh and Blood that can enter 
into the Kingdom of God, which he is now geſtoring + 
anto Iſrael: I rs that, that will paſs the Fire of hM 
Fealouſie, and come through clear and pure, that will | 
be accepted of in this bis Day. People have long made 
him ſerve with their Sins, and weary'd him with their! 
Tniquities, and their Worſhips and Services have been 
an Abomination unto him; and the Fear that hath been 
taught towards him, hath been by the Precepts of Alen, 
and Ficſh and Blood hath performed the Worſhip that 
mould have been to him; and therefore hath there 
been no entrance into the Kingdom of God, but all 
have been kept back, and out of the holy City, though 
the Gates have ſtood open by Day, yet no unclean could 
enter, nor nothing that wrought Abomination, or made 
a Lye; for that is in the Night of Darkneſs, and tis 
out of the Day, where the Gates of the Holy Gity 

ands open. i | 

And ſo now, Reader, theſe things being ſet 1 * 
Ihle 
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ff: rhee, in love wnto thee, and to all People; flight them 
not, nor look not highily over them; for if thou doſt 
1: ſeriouſly conſider and weigh them with that of God in 

y | 3 thy Conſcience, thou wilt find them truth, and accord- 
ins to the Scriptures of Truth: Therefore ſearch and 
examine the * Treatiſe by the Scriptures, and 
[ 

; 

f 


.” the Spirit of Truth, and thou wilt find that in thy 
own Boſom which will anſwer to the Truth of what zs 
here written. So to the Lord I commit thee, and to his 
' Witneſs in thee, which will anſwer for his Truth. M. F 
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Aru TESTIM ON V &c. 
Jo all the profeſſed Teachers in the whole World, who 
go under the Name of Chriſtians, and make a Pro- 
| Ffeffon of Chriſt, who was offered up at Jeruſalem, 
' which the Scriptures declare of, whether they are 
Jjeſuits, Biſhops, Prieſts, Proteſtants, Preſbyters, 
'| Independents, Anabaptiſts, and to all Sorts of Sects 
and Sectaries whatſoever + Ibis unto you all, to prove 
or diſprove the Doctrine of the Quakers, which is 
the ſame with Chriſt, the Apoſtles, and Prophets, 
dobich doth prove your Doctrine to be falſe, and out 
of the Doctrine of Chriſt. | 


3 Y Teſtimony, which ye do bear of the 


1 ů ——— 


Coming of Chriſt, (who are called Chriſtians 
fi by Name) 3s only the Letter of the Scrip- 
tures, becauſe that there are Records left of Chriſt's 
Words, which he ſpoke in the Mount, and which he 
ſpoke at Feruſalem, and at Samaria, and which he 
F7 preached among the Multitude, and the many Mi- 
racles that he wrought, and what he ſpoke to the 
= Soldiers when he was apprehended, and what he 
ſpoke before the High Prieſt and Pontius Pilate, and 
| what he ſpoke when he was upon the Croſs. The 
Diſciples having written of his Preaching , * 

1 0 


„ 
of his Miracles that he wrought, and of his Suffer- 
ings, thoſe Writings are your Teſtimony of Chriſt, J * 
And again, the Apoſtles after they had received the“ 
Holy Ghoſt, and Power from above, when Chriſt Þ * 
was offered up and aſcended, the Apoſtles having! 
received his Eternal Spirit, and they going on in! 
the Work of God, converted Thouſands to the Faith,! 
and did great and wonderful Works and Miracles by! 
the Spirit of Chriſt which they had received, and! 
they travelled up and down in ſeveral parts of the“ 
World, and turned People from Darkneſs to the!“ 
Light, and from the Power of Satan unto God; and | 
there was a Record of their Works, Service, and“ 
Actions, which are called, The As of the Apoſiles, Þ © 
which do teſtifie of ſeveral remarkable Works, Actions] 
and Converſions, that were wrought by them through! 
the Eternal Spirit. And after they had gathered ſe- ! 
veral Churches and People into the Unity of the Eter- 
nal Light and Spirit of God, and had begotten ma-! 
ny into the Faith, which could bear witneſs in thef *: 
Spirit of God of the Eternal Truth, which they had © 
received through the Doctrine of the Spirit. 2 

Now the Apoſtles, when they were ſeparated, and 
at a diſtance from thoſe Churches, they wrote ſeveral Þ 7 
Epiſtles to the Saints, that were gathered and ſan-Þ * 
ctiſied in Chriſt Jeſus, and made Partakers of the! 
Precious Faith, and ſuch as were called to be Saints: | * 
The Apoſtles wrote not their Epiſtles to the World,] 
nor to ſuch as were not gather'd by them, neither? 

Jews nor Gentiles; but to the Churches of Chriſt, | * 
ianctified in Chriſt Jeſus, called to be Saints, of what 
Sort or Denomination ſoever they were, or went um! 

der, whether Corinthians, Epheſians, Romans, Gala-! 
tians, &c. | | n 
Nou the Apoſtacy and Darkneſs coming over,, 

and the falſe Apoſtles getting up, being erred and! 
gone from the Spirit, and turned aſide from the Life? 
and Power, of the Purity and Innocency that the! 
Apoſtles were in; and turning out of the Light ot 
the Glorious Goſpel, which was in them, the * os 
neis BE 


- 


i | neſs came over them, and the Antichriſtian Spirit 
i, ? entred in amongſt them; for the Apoſtle John ſaw - 
ie in his time, that Antichriſt was come, and entred 
it into the World, whereby he ſaid, He knew it was 
Sf the laſt time, and that there were many Antichriſts 
in] already; and he knew it was the time that Chriſt 
h, had propheſied of, That falſe Prophets ſhould come 
x in Sheeps Clothing, but inwardly. were Ravening 
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Wolves; ravened and erred from the Spirit of Truth, 
which was in the true Apoſtles, and ſo did deceive 


many, that even Darkneſs covered the face of the 
1d Earth, and all was loſt; and the Beaſt roſe out of 
nd] the Sea, and out of the Earth, and all the World 
„ wondied after them, and fell down and worſhipped 
NF the Beaſt, and Antichriſt and his Power; and fo all 
2 Nations were made drunk with his Cup of Fornica- 
A 
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ts:] foretel of falſe Teachers that ſhould privily bring 
ld, in damnable Hereſies, even denying the Lord that 
ner] bought them; and he alſo ſaw, that many would 
iſt follow their pernicious ways, and that through Co- 
nat] vetouſneſs, they with feigned words would make 
ant Merchandize of People. And Paul ſaw, in his Epi- 


them, Mat. 7. 15. 


tion and Abomination: Yet this was not unſeen nor 
= undiſcover'd before it came; for Chriſt prophefied 
of it, That falſe Chriſts and Antichriſts would come 
in the latter Days, Wolves in Sheeps Cloathing 


would come, and by their Fruits you ſhould know 
And the Apoſtle Paul he knew, 
that grievous Wolves would enter 1n amongſt them, 


after his departure, that would not ſpare the Flock, 
As 20. 29. 
| #phets that were amongſt the People, and did alſo 


And Peter he was ſenſible of falſe Pro- 


ſtle to Timothy, that in the laſt Days perillous times 


7er, | Welves, having a Form of Godlineſs, but denying the 
od Power; from ſuch turn away, ſaith the Apoſtle: 
For of theſe ſort are they which creep into Houſes, 
(calling them Churches) and lead captive filly 
Women, laden with Sin, and led away with divers 
rk. Luſts; ever learning, and never able to come to the 
els TY knowledge 
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Should come, that Men ſhould be lovers of them- 


[_ 


knowledge of the Truth. Now as Fannes and Jam. 7 
bres withſtood Moſes, ſo do theſe alſo reſiſt the I 


Truth: Men of corrupt Minds, reprobate concerning 


the Faith. And again, the ſame Apoſtle ſaith, That! 
the time would come, when the People would not! 
endure ſound Doctrine; but after their own Lufts, þ 
would heap to themſelves Teachers, having itching | 
Ears, and they would turn away their Ears from 


the Truth, and ſhould be turned unto Fables. 


Now all theſe ſeeing that this Apoſtacy would! 
come, This is a certain Teſtimony that it was to! 


come, and is come, and hath overſpread the face of 


the Earth ſince the Apoſtles Days; as hath been 15 
clearly manifeſted by the many Heads and Horns þ ? 
of the Beaſt, and of the Dragon; and the many Re. 


ligions and Sects that have ſtarted up ſince the Days 


of the Apoſtles; and as one got up, another was] 


pull'd down. And now the blind People, that have 


been nurſed up in Blindneſs, and Darkneſs, and Ie: | ; 


norance, under this Cloud of Apoſtacy ; now when 


that the Truth is manifeſted, and riſen through this ö 


Darkneſs and Apoſtacy, and they ſeeing that the 


| Scripture ſpeaks of falſe Prophets, they ſay, the 
_ falſe Prophets are but come now; and they call the Þ 
Spirit of Truth the falſe Prophet, becauſe it beas : 
Teſtimony againſt the falſe Worſhips in the World.! 
But I would ask ſuch People, Which of theſe Sets, Þ © 
or Heads, or Horns, that have been ſet up fince the 
Days of the Apoſtles, which of them they look up- 


on to be the true Prophets? Whether it is the Pope, 


Luther, or Calvin? Or which other of the old Fa- | | 
there, (ſo called) or Biſhops and Presbyters, Inde- - 


pendents or Anabaptiſts? For all theſe have been, and 
have had their Time in this Apoſtacy, and have 


gotten the Writings of the Prophets, Chriſt, and the 


Apoſtles, and fo have all had the Form of Godlineſs, 
but ſome of them denied the Power of Godlineſs; 
according to the Prophecy of the Apoſtle Peter, who 
ſaid, There were falſe Prophets among the People, 
even as there ſhould be falls Teachers among 3 
whic 
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which ſhould bring in damnable Hereſies, and that 
they ſhould receive the Reward of Unrighteonſueſs, 
who have forſaken the right way, and are gone a- 
ſtray, following the way of Balaam, who loved the 
Wages of Unrighteouſneſs ; which the Apoſtle Fude 
ſaid, Whoſe Mouths muſt be ſtop'd, who ſubvert 
whole Houſes, teaching things they ought not, for 
filthy Lucre ſake; who ſerves not the Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, but their own Bellies, and counts Gain God- 
lineſs. | 

Now let all People ſearch and read who theſe are, 
and whether theſe are the true Prophets, or the falſe? 


and whether theſe have not been, and yet are, in the 
time of Apoſtacy? For all Chrijtendom (as it's called) 


have had the Scriptures, and profeſſed Chriſt from 
the Declaration thereof, and not from the Spirit of 
Truth in themſelves; but becauſe they have heard 
that there was ſuch a Man which died at Feruſalem, 
and that there were ſuch Men after him as the Apo- 
ſtles were; and they having their Words and Wri- 
tings upon Record, do make theſe a ſufficient Teſti- 


mony for them of their Knowledge and Worſhip of 

God, and ſo Preach and Teach, and take Texts out 
of theſe Words, and add thereunto their own In- 
ventions, and ſo feed poor ignorant People with 
> theſe. And here hath been the Worſhip that hath 
been upon the Face of the Earth all the time of the 


dark Night of Apoſtacy ſince the Apoſtles Days. 
Now let any honeſt Reaſonable Heart judge, whe- 


ther this can be a ſure Ground and true Teftimony 


for People (to truſt their Souls under ſuch) for Teach- 


ing? For it was not the Apoſtles Practice to take o- 
thers Records and Writings, that had been ſpoken 
from others; but they ſpoke as the Spirit gave them 
| utterance, and as the Holy Ghoſt taught them; not 
with Wiſdom of Words, but in the Demonſtration of 


the Spirit and of Power. Yet they will bring a Scrip- 


E ture, and ay, Chriſt took a Text when he ſpake of 
& 1/aial's Prophecy, where he ſaid, The Spirit of the 


Lord is upon me, and he hath aneinted me to preach, 
| | | and 
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1 * 
end to open the blind Eyes, and to preach Liberty to r 
the Captives : And when he had read theſe words, 
he cloſed the Book, and ſaid, This day this Scripture | 
is fulfilled in your Ears; for it was He that the Pro- 
phet ſpoke of, who is the Anointing, and the Anoint- |'# 
ed, to preach Glad Tidings to the Poor, and Liberty 
to the Captive, and to the opening of the blind Eyes. a- 
But theſe blind Leaders lead the Blind, but do not | 
open their Eyes; though they can make the Scrip- | We 
ture a Covering for their falſe Worſhip; for let any | 2 
one prove and try the Teachers themſelves, and they || 
are as Blind, and as Ignorant of their own Souls, and | 
as far from having a true Teſtimony of Aſſurance | 
of their own Salvation, as thoſe they ſpeak to, or | 
pretend to teach. Now let People conſider this, and 
ſeriouſly lay it to Heart, and beware how they truſt | 
their Souls under ſuch Teachers, and Teaching, who | 
have no other nor better Teſtimony than Records 
without them, which were given forth from the Spirit 
of God in others; which Spirit is Eternal and Infallt- Þ 7 
ble, which theſe Teachers of the World cannot in! 
truth confeſs, but muſt (if they confeſs truth) utterly | * 
deny that they have any ſuch Spirit, as many of them]! 
have done already. How can theſe be true Teachers! 
of People in the Way of Truth, which have not the! 
Spirit of Truth? For if it be not an infallible Spirit, 
it is a lying Spirit, and not the Spirit of Truth. 2 
Now let People ſeriouſly conſider what they ven-! 
ture their Souls upon; for it is not a deceitful lying! 
Spirit that will feed the Soul; it is the Spirit of Life] 
and Truth, that nouriſheth the Soul, and leads into! 
all Truth. Now here is the chief Difference betwixt! 
them and us, They have the Words and Declaration! 
of Chriſt and the Apoſtles, declared from the Spirit! 
of Life; and we have the Spirit, which theſe Words! 
were declared from, not another, but the ſame Eter- Þ* 
nal Spirit which they had, do we witneſs, and bear? 
our Teſtimony of, the {ame Chriſt (and not of ano- 
ther) which witneſſed a good Confeſſion before Pon- 
tins Pilate, and was crucified upon the Croſs at Je- 
Fo | ruſalem; 


Aruſalem; This Chriſt which all the Chriſtians in 
Chriſtendom profeſs in words, do we bear Teſtimo- 
ny of in the Spirit of Life and Power, according to 
the Scriptures. | | | 
= Obre#. But it may be objected and ſaid, How came 
Jou to this Spirit, ſeeing that you ſay, that darkneſs 
fand Apoſtacy bath been over the face of the Earth ſince 
the days of the Apoſtles, and that all Worſhips and Pro- 
Veſſions have been but from the Letter of the Scrip- 


bodo is it that you are attained to this that none are at- 
FRrained to in fo many hundred years before? And are 
Hou wiſer than all our fore-fathers * IV hat is become 
| Ref all that is gone before? 


| Erit and Power of the living God, which did foreſee 
the Apoſtacy before it came; and Chriſt and the 
| Apoſtles did Propheſie of it; for the fame Ohjection 
| might be againſt the Lord, when he ſaid unto Pha- 
raoß, I even for the ſame purpoſe have raiſed thee 
Jup, that I might ſhew my Power in thee, and that 
my Power might be declared throughout all the 
Earth; therefore hath he mercy on whom he will 
have mercy, and whom he will he hardneth. Thou 
wilt ſay then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault, 


gart thou that replies againſt God? ſhall the thing 
formed, ſay to him that formed it, Why haſt thou 
made me thus? What if God, willing to ſhew his 
e 2 wrath, and to make his Power known, endured with 
much long ſuffering, the Veſſels of Wrath, fitted to 
t 3 Deſtruction, and that he might make known the 
1 | 3Riches of his Glory on the Veſſels of Mercy which 


the had before prepared unto glory; and this is the 
s Þ & very Caſe; The Spirit of the Lord cannot be limi- 


ted, but limits all according to the good pleaſure of 

his will, that he may make his Power known. 

hut furthermore, as to our particular, we anſwer, 
We received not this Spirit of Man, nor by Man, 
but by the immediate Power and Revelation of 
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ſftures without them, this is hut an upſtart Religion, 


8 Arſw. This Objetion is againſt the unlimited Spi- 


vrho hath reſiſted his will? Nay, but oh Man! who 
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Teſus Chriſt, according to the work and operation 


of it in us; as the Apoſtle ſaid, For when it pleaſed 


the Lord to reveal his Son in the Apoſtle, he con- 


ſulted - not with fleſh and blood, but went on in o- 
bedienceunto the Lord: And fo the ſame Spirit that 
revealed the Son in the Apoſtle, revealed him 1n us; 
for we neither received it of Man, neither were we 
taught it by Man, but by the Revelation of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; for no Man could teach it us, but who had 
the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, according as the A- 
poſtle ſaid to the Romans, If the Spirit of him that 
raiſed up Jeſus from the dead, dwell in you, he that 
raiſed up Chriſt from the dead, ſhall alſo quicken 
your mortal Bodies, becauſe that his Spirit dwelleth 

in you, Rom. 8. 11. And again, Know ye not that 
ye are the Temple of God, and that the Spirit of 


God dwelleth in you? 1 Cor. 3. 16. Now though 
| theſe Scriptures bear Teſtimony to the Truth of 


this, yet theſe Scriptures are not our Teſtimony 
only, for we have our Teſtimony in the ſame Spirit 
as was in them that ſpoke forth the Scriptures; and 


| theſe Scriptures bears Teſtimony with us, and we 


to them, and ſo are in unity with the ſame Spirit 
which gave them forth. 

Ard this 1s the Hope that we are to give an ac- 
count of to every one that asketh with meekneſs and 
tear; for God hath made known unto us the Riches 
of the glory of this Myſtery amongſt the Gentiles, 


which was Chriſt in them (and now inus) the hope 


of glory; and this is the ſame Chriſt which was of- 
tered up at Jeru/a/em once for all, through the E- 
ternal Spirit; and this is the Hope which purities, 


even as he is pure; which Hope maketh not aſha- 


med, but Anchors the Soul upon the Rock Chriſt 
Jetus;z and the Apoſtles who had the Eternal Spirit, 
are cur Examples. And this is not an upſtart Reli- 
gion which we are of, but 2 pure Religion, and un- 
defiled before God, which keeps every one that keeps 
in it, untpotted of the World; yet this hath been 
hid tom Ages and Generations paſt, but now is re- 
| > vealed 
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vealed unto us by the Spirit; which Spirit People 
have erred from in the time of Apoſtacy, and from 
this they do err at this very day, and ſuch counts 


the Spirit within Hereſie, and goes to Scriptures 
without them, and Traditions of Men, and teach 


thoſe for Doctrine; and here 1s the Reaſon where- 


fore this Spirit and Revelation hath been hid ſo ma- 


ny hundred years, even becauſe People have been 
erred from the Spirit of God in them, thro? which 
the Revelation 1s manifeſted, and they have been 


erred in their hearts; therefore the way of God hath 


not been known. 


Chriſt ſaid to the Woman of Samaria when he was 
on the Mountain where Facob's Well was, where the 


Fews uſed to worſhip, he ſaid, They worſhiped they 
knew not what; and he alſo ſaid, that the time was 
coming that they ſhould not worſhip at Feruſalem, 


(which was a place commanded of God for the Ferws | 


to worſhip in) nor in this Mountain; and he fur- 


ther teſtified, That God was a Spirit, and that they 


that worſhipped him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit 


and in Truth, ſaying, The Father was ſeeking ſuch 


to worſhip him, for they only are the true Worſhip- 
pers of God. | 


Now I do ask all the Teachers and Profeſſors in 


Chriſtendom, where this Spirit is, that God is to be 
worſhipped in, if it be not in Man? And how it is, 
or can be attained to, any otherwiſe than by the 


Light of Chriſt Jeſus, with which he hath lighted 


every Man that cometh into the World, in whom is 
Life, and this Life is the Light of Men? And where 


this Worſhip of God in the Spirit is performed, if 
it be not in Man? And where Gods Throne is, where 


the Ancient of days doth ſit? And where the Scep- 
ter of Chriſt is ſwayed, which is a righteous Scep- _ 
ter? And where the King is that ſhall reign and 


proſper, whoſe Name ſhall be called, The Lord our 


Righteouſneſs? And how and where muſt People 


come to worſhip God in the Spirit, which denies the 
Light of Chriſt to be their Leader and Teacher, and 
EE oo ſay 
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ſay it is Natural; and ſome ſay every one hath it 


not; and others ſay, It is not ſufficient, and ſo they 
are all upon heaps, and in confuſion, who believe 


not in the Light which Chriſt Jeſus hath enlightned 


them withal, who is the Light of every Man; ſo 
denying the Light, and being erred from it, are in 
- darkneſs until now, and ſtumbles, . and knows not 


whether they go. | 
Chriſt ſaith, T am the Light of the World, he 
that followeth me, ſhall not walk in Darkneſs, hut 
ſhall have the Light of Life: And again ſaith he, 
While ye have the Light, believe in the Light, that 
you may be the Children of the Light: I am come 
a Light into the World, that whoſoever believeth in 
me, {hall not abide in darkneſs. Now I do ask any 
of the Teachers of the World, how any comes to 
ſee Chriſt any otherwiſe than by the Light, ſeeing 
that he ſaid to the Jews who talked with him, 
and he witli them, They had not heard his voice, 
nor ſeen his ſhape; for he whom God hath ſent, 
they believed not. 5 
This may be the Condition of the Prieſts of the 
World, and Teachers of the Letter, and they ought _ 


to own it, That they have neither heard his voice 


at any time, nor ſeen his ſhape; for how ſhould 
they, when they deny the Light of Chriſt that is in 
them to be their Guide and Teacher, which Chriſt 
hath lighted them withal, which is the Key of Da- 
vid, which opens and none ſhuts, and ſhuts, and 
none opens? And he told the Jews, That they did 
ſearch the Scriptures that did teſtifie of him, and in 
which they did think to have Eternal Life; but 
(fays he) you will not come to me that you may 
have Life: I receive not honour from Men (ſays he) 
I deſire not that you ſhould come to me as to give 


Honour as from Men, but that you would come that 
you might have Life; but I know you, that you 


have not the love of God abiding in you: This he 
{ſpoke to the Jews, that he ſaid had not his word 
abiding in them, yet they ſearched the FOO 
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who did not believe in him, though he did many 


Miracles amongſt them, yet they perſecuted him, 


and ſought to kill him, and took up ſtones to ſtone 
him, who is given for a Covenant to the People, 
and for a Light to the Gentiles, that he may be the 


Salvation to the ends, of the Earth: And this is the 


New and Everlaſting Covenant, the Promiſe of God 
the Father, who hath ſaid, Is it a light thing that 
thou ſhould'ſt raiſe up the Tribes unto Facob, and 


reſtore again the preſerved of I/rae/? with whom 


the Lord hath ſaid, I will make a new Covenant, 


Iwill write my Law in their hearts, and put my 


Spirit in their inward parts; and by this Spirit and 
Light doth God teach his People himſelf ; and all 
that come to the leading and teaching of this Spirit, 
comes to the knowledge of the Lord, which ſhall co- 
ver the Earth, even as the waters cover the Sea; 
and to this Light did the Apoſtle turn People from 
the Darkneſs, and from the Power of Satan unto 
God. And by the nature of this Divine Light, did 
the Gentiles the things contained in the Law, which 
ſhewed the Work of the Law (of the Spirit) written 
in their Hearts, their Conſciences alſo bearing wit- 
neſs in the day when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of 
Men by Jeſus Chrift, according to the Goſpel: And 
here the Apoſtle doth juſtifie the Gentiles, in that he 
ſaith, Not the hearers of the Law are juſtified, but 
the doers, and their uncircumciſion, which did the 
Law, he accounted circumciſion, and ſaid to the 


Jews, Shall not their uncircumciſion judge your cir- 


cumciſion, which breaks the Law; and he further 
ſaith, We are of the true circumciſion, who worſhip 
God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
have no confidence in the fleſh ; for he is not a Jew 
that is one outward, neither is that circumciſion . 
which is outward in the fleſh ; but he is a Jew which 
is one inwardly, and that is circumciſion that: is of 
the heart, in the Spirit, and not in the Letter,whoſe 
praiſe is not of Men, but of God, Rom. 2. And this 


1s the Seal of the everlaſting Covenant, that takes 
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away the foreſkin of the heart, and waſhes away 
the filth of the fleſh ; and here the knowledge of the 
true God is manifeſted in man, where God ſhews it 
unto him, according to the Apoſtles Doctrine, Rom. 


: And when Par! came to Mars-Hill, and ſaw the 
Athenians Altar, with the Inſcription upon it, to the 
Unknown God, he ſaid, God that made the World, 


and all things therein, ſeeing that he is Lord of Hea- 


ven and Earth, he dwelleth not in Temples made 
with hands, neither is he worſhipped with Mens 
hands, as though he needed any thing, ſeeing he gi- 


veth to all life and breath, and all things, and hath _ 


made of one blood all Nations of Men, to dwell on 
the face of the Earth, and hath determined the 
Times before appointed, and the bounds of their ha- 

bitation, that they ſhould ſeek the Lord if haply 
they might feel after him, and find him, though he 
be not far from every one of us, for in him we live, 
move, and have our being, As 17. 24. Here the 
Apoſtle did not lead them out to the Writings and 
Records of others without them, but he brought 
them to him in whom they did hve, and move, 
and had their being, that ſo they might feel after 
him, and find him; for he jaid, He was not far 
from every one of them ; and he brought them off 


the ontward Temple which was made with hands, 


and ſaid to the Corinthians, Ye are the Temple of 
the living God, as God hath ſaid, I will dwell in 


them, and walk in them, I will be their God, and 


they. ſhall be my People; and he that defiles the 
Temple of God, him will God deſtroy; for the Tem- 
ple of God is holy, whoſe Temple are ye; and what, 
know ye not that your Bodies are the Temple of the 


Holy Ghoft which is in you, which ye have of God, 


and ye are not your own, but you are bought with 


2 Price; therefore glorifie him in your body, and in 


7 


your Spirit, which are God's. | 
Here the Apoſtle clearly demonſtrates, that the 


the 


, 


2490 


the Spirit that is in them; and this is the Teacher 


and Preacher, which the Apoſtle turns and brings 


People to, whom he teaches: He told the Romans, 


That the Righteouſneſs of Faith ſpeaketh on this 
wiſe, Say not in thy Heart, who ſhall aſcend, or de- 
ſcend ? But what ſaith it? The Word is very nigh 
thee, in thy Mouth, and in thy Heart; and that is 
the Word of Faith that we preach, faith the Apo- 
file. (Mar) How then (faith he) ſhall ye call on 
him, on wnom ye have not believed? And how ſhall 
ye believe on him, of whom ye have not heard? And 
how ſhall ye hear without a Preacher? For Faith 


cometh by Hearing, and Hearing by the Word of 


God. And this 1s the Word which the Apoſtle 
preached, which is nigh, in the Heart; which Word 
opens the blind Eye, and unſtops the deaf Ear; and 
they cannot hear without this Word of Faith, by 
hearing of which, Faith comes; and none can hear 
without this Preacher, who is ſent to bring glad 
tidings of good things. But this is not the Preach- 
ers of the Letter of the Scriptures without them ; 
for they have preached many Hundreds of Years, but 
the deaf Ears are not unſtopped yet, nor the blind 
Eyes opened by their Preaching ; and ſo the Scrip- 
ture is now fulfilled, which the Prophet Jaiab ſpake 
of, who faith, Bring forth the Blind People that 
have Eyes, and the Deaf that have Ears. And a- 


gain he ſaith, They have Eyes, and ſee not; Ears, 


and hear not; Hearts, and do not underſtand, Jai. 


43. 10. - 
And the Lord faith, I will lay waſte Mountains 

and Hills, and dry up all their Herbs; and I will 

make their Rivers Iflands, and I will dry up the 


Pools; and I will bring the Blind by a way they 


knew not, and Paths which they have not ſeen; I 
will make Darkneſs Light before them, and rough 


ways plain, and crooked things ſtrait. Them that 


come into this Path and Way, muſt come from the 
blind Teachers of the World, who are Leaders of the 


Blind, and keep People in Blindneſs and Ignorance 
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of God and his Truth, who deny the Light to be a 
ſufficient Teacher, which is the Eye of the whole Bo- 
dy. But with this Eye they do not fee, neither can 
they believe the Truth, if it be declared unto them, 
except they come to the Light, that doth manifeſt 
it in then. Now the Apoſtle Peter directed thoſe 
that he wrote to, unto a more ſure Word of Prophe- 
cy than that which he heard in the Mount, 2 Per. I. 
19. Which Word was a Word of Prophecy, where- 
unto (he ſaid) they did well that they took heed, as 
unto a Light that ſhined in a dark place, until the 


Day dawned, and the Day-Star aroſe in their Hearts: 


This is the Teſtimony of Jeſus, which is the Spirit 
of Prophecy. But the Teachers of the World ſay; 
it is the Scripture that the Apoſtle ſpeaks of. Now 
Jet. any that have but common Reaſon judge, whe- 
ther the Apoſtle was like to ſay, That the Scrip- 


_ tures were a more ſure Word, than the Voice of God 


that was heard in the Mount, which ſaid, This zs my 


beloved Son, bear ye him; and that the Scriptures 


mould be a Light ſhining in a dark Place; and that 


the Scriptures ſhould be the Day dawning, and the 
Day-Star ariſing in the Heart: If People would but 


look into things, they might ſee their Deceiveable- 
neſs; for the Apoſtle goes on with theſe Words, ſay- 
ing, Knowing this firſt, that no Prophecy of the Scrip- 
tures is of any private Interpretation; for the Pro- 
phecy came not in old time by the Will of Man, 


but holy Men of God ſpake as they were moved by 


the Holy Ghoſt. Here the Apoſtle diſlwades them 
from looking at the Scriptures to be of any private 
Interpretation, or coming by the Will of Man, which 
is their whole Work, to give their Meanings and In- 
terpretations in their own Wills unto, which is whol- 
ly contrary to the Apoſtles Exhortation and Da- 


ctrine, who ſaid, We have not followed cunning de- 


viſed Fables, when we made known unto you the 
Power and the Coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but 
were Eye-witneſſes of his Majeſty. And the Apo- 


ftle Pau, who was raiſed up by the Power, Spirit, 
. | „„ and 
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and Voice of the Lord, who ſaid, Ariſe, and ſtand 


upon thy feet, for I have appeared unto thee for this 
purpoſe, to make thee a Miniſter and a Witneſs both 


of theſe things which thou haſt ſeen, and of thoſe 
things in which I will appear unto thee, delivering 


thee from the People, and. from the Gentiles, to 
whom I now fend thee, to open the blind Eyes, and 
to turn them from Darkneſs to Light, Acts 26. And 
Apoſtle goeth on, bearing his Teſtimony, Having 
obtained tke Help of God, witneſſing both to Small 
_and Great, ſaying none other thing than that which 
the Prophets and Moſes did ſay thould come, that 
Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, and that he ſhould be the firſt 
that ſhould riſe from the Dead, and ſhould ſhew 
Light unto the People, and to the Gentiles. And 
this was the Witneſs and the Teſtimony which the 
Apoſtle held forth, who was a Miniſter of God. But 
theſe Teachers of the World deny and gainfay this 
Doctrine; and the Apoſtle faith, therefore ſeeing we 
have this Miniſtry, as we have received Mercy, we 
faint not, but have renounced the hidden things of 
diſhoneſty; not walking in Craftineſs, nor handling 
the Word of God deceitfully; but by the Manifeſtation 


of the Truth, commending our ſelves to every Man's 


Conſcience in the ſight of God, 2 Cor. 4. 2. And if 
our Goſpel be hid, it is hid from them that are loſt, 
in whom the God of this World hath blinded the 


Minds of them that believe not, leſt the Light of 


the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the Image of 
God, ſhould ſhine unto them. See here, and behold 
how the Apoſtle recommended himſelf to every 


Man's Conſcience in the fight of God; yet his Gol- 


pel might be hid to them that were loſt, and were 
from the Light, and would not believe, which the 
God of this World had blinded their Minds, leſt 
the Light ſhould ſhine unto them; and ſo it is the 


ſame ſtil], our Goſpel is hid unto ſuch as believe not 


in, the Light: For God, who commanded the Light 
to ſhine out of the Darkneſs, hath ſhined in our 
Hearts, to give the Light of the Knowledge of the 


Glory 
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Glory of God, in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. 4, 
2, 3, 9. And if our Goſpel is hid, it's hid to them 


that are loſt. And again, he ſaith, Ye were ſome- 


times Darkneſs, but now you are Light in the Lord; 


walk as Children of the Light: For all things that 


are reproved, are made manifeſt by the Light; 


Wherefore he ſaith, Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and 
ſand up, that Chriſt may give thee Light, Eph. 
5. And this is the Meſſage which the Apoſtle did 
declare, That God 1s Light, and in him 1s no Dark- 
neſs at all; and if we ſay, that we have Fellow- 


hip with him, and walk in Darkneſs, we lye, 
and do not the truth: But if we walk in the Light, 


as he is in the Light, we have Fellowſhip one with 
another, and the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanſ- 


eth us from all Sin, 1 Fohn 1.5. This is the Meſſage 
of the Miniſter of God: And the Apoſtle gave Thanks 
unto God the Father, who had made them meet to 
be Partakers of the Inheritance with the Saints in 


Light, who had delivered them from the Power of 
Darkneſs, and had tranſlated them into the King- 
dom of his dear Son. 
This is not a new Doctrine, though it may ſeem 
ſo to many; becauſe this Myſtery hath been hid, 
and the Spirit of God, which opens this Myſtery, 
erred from, and turned from, by thoſe that have 
been Teachers of People; and not only ſo, but even 
their Doctrine hath been, and now 1s, That none 
muſt look for, nor expect Revelation nor Inſpiration 
by the Spirit of God; and fo they do what in them 
lies, to ſtop this Current of Life and Spirit, which 


Chriſt Jeſus, the Fountain of all Life, hath ſet open; 
who, in the laſt Day of the Feaſt, ſtood up, and ſaid, 


Tf any Man be a-thirſt, let him come unto me and drink: 
He that believeth on me, out of his Belly ſhall flow Ri- 
vers of living Waters : And this he ſpake of the Spi- 
rit, which theſe Teachers of the World would ſtop; 
the Pourings of which Spirit is unlimited to Son or 


3 Few or Gentile, Barbarian, Scythian, Bond 


or Free, T:me or Place, or Condition, but according 
| | | to 
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to the good Pleaſure of his Will, who is the Author 
and the Fountain of it: And all that are Miniſters 


of God, and of the Spirit, it 1s their Joy and Deſire, 
that People grow into the Light of Life; for they 


that are in the Light, the Day of Deſtruction ſhall _ 


not overtake them as a Thief, who are Children of 
the Light, and of the Pay. And this is the deſire 
of all the Faithful in Chriſt Teſus, That they dwell 
and abide in the Light, where the Fellowſhip 1s one 
with another, and where the Power of God preſerves 

and keeps from the Pollutions of the World, and 
Temptations of Satan ; which Power is made mani- 
feſt by the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt, who hath abo- 


| - liſhed Death, and hath brought Life and Immor- 


tality to light through the om whoſe Immor- 
tality dwells in the Light, where the Lord God Al- 


mighty and the Lamb is the Temple, 2 Tim. 1.10. 


And here the City comes to be known, which hath 
no need of the Sun, nor of the Moon, to ſhine in it, 
for the Glory of God doth lighten it, and the Lamb 
is the Light thereof, and all the Nations of them 


that are ſaved ſhall walk in the Light of it, and 


the Kings of the Earth ſhall bring their Glory and 
Honour to it, and the Glory of the Nations ſhall come 


unto it; and there ſhall in no wiſe enter into it that 


which defiles, neither that which worketh abomi- 
nation, or maketh a lye, but they which are writ- 
ten in the Lamb's Book of Life, Rev. 21. This 1s 
the great Work which the Lord is working in this 
his Day, and the Spiritual Building which he 1s 
rearing and ſetting up; and he hath put his Hand 


to the Work; and when he worketh, who can let 
it? who hath reſiſted his Will? who hath directed 


the Spirit of the Lord, or. been his Counſellor, or 
taught him? of whom took he Counſel? or who in- 
ſtructed and taught him Knowledge, and ſhewed him 
the way of Underſtanding ? Behold, the Nations are 
but as the drop of a Bucket, and as the ſmall duſt of 
the Ballance before him; he taketh the Iſles as a ve- 
ry little thing; Lebanon is not ſufficient to burn, _ 
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the Beaſts thereof for a Burnt- offering; it is he that 


ſitteth upon the Circle of the Earth, and the Inha- 
bitants thereof are as Graſhoppers. By his Spirit he 
will remove the great Mountains of the Earth, and 
they ſhall become a Plain, and he will bring forth 
the Head Stone, and lay it a-top of all : For the 
Stone, which is cut out of the Mountain without 
Hands, breaks in pieces the Image, and will become 
a great Mountain; and his Kingdom, which ſhall 
never be deſtroyed, (and ſhall not be left to other 
People, but will break in pieces, and conſume all 
Kingdoms) this is ariſing, and the Ancient of Days 
is coming to ſit in Judgment in the Saints of the 


Moſt High; and the Kingdoms of the World is be- 


coming the Kingdoms of the Lord, and of his Chr iſt; 
and the little one ſhall become a Thouſand, and the 


{mall one a great Nation, Dan. 7. And the Lord of 


Hoſts will haſten it in his time: So it is in vain to 
ſtand againſt the God of Heaven, or tp reſiſt his 
Work, which he hath begun in the Earth, which he 
is working, and will work by his Spirit, 1n this his 
Pay of Power, he wiil make all his People willing 


and ſubject to him, and every Knee muſt bow to 


him, and every Tongue confeſs to God: For the ft 


Adam was made a Living Soul, but the ſecond is the 


Lord from Heaven, a Quickning Spirit, which doth 


quicken and raiſe up the Juſt unto the Reſurrection 


of Life; and he is made manifeſt in his People to 


deſtroy the Works of the Devil, which he hath 


wrought in the diſobedient Man, and ſo brought the 
_ firſt Adam into the Fall, and under the Curſe, that 
«the very Earth is curſed for his fake: But Chriſt 
Jeſus, which the Apoſtle ſaw, made a little lower 
than the Angels, for the Suffering of Death, hath 
wrought the Redemption of Man, Heb. 2.6. to bring 
him into a bleſſed, and happy, and perfect Condition: 
Though the Prieſts and Teachers of the World make 


it their Work to deſtroy this Work of Redemption 


of the Son of God, who redeems out of Sin and all 
Evil, and from a vain Converſation, to ſerve the 


living 
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living God in the newneſs of the Spirit, (and not in 
the oldneſs of the Letter) who redeems from the Earth, 
and from the Pollutions of the World, and from all 
Unrighteouſneſs, all thoſe that believe on him, and 
truſt in him, and obey him, and wait for him, un- 


to them ſhall he come the ſecond time without Sin 


unto Salvation. But this is a Myſtery, which can- 
not be believed by the dark and ignorant, ſinning 


and tranſgreſſing Miniſtry and Profeſſors of the Na- 


tions, who lie wallowing in their Sins and Unclean- 
neſs, and drink up Iniquity as the Ox drinketh Wa- 
ter: Theſe that are filling up their meaſure of Ini- 
quity, and are wholly covered with the Power of 
Darkneſs; theſe cannot ſee how it 1s poſſible that 


ever any ſhould get out of this State and Condition, 


being that they are quite ignorant of their Redeemer 
living in them; and fo go about to perſwade all 


People of an Impoſſibility of being freed from Sin, 


but that they muſt Sin all the Days of their Lives; 
and ſo keep People in the Fall, in the Tranſgreſſion, 
under the Curſe; and Death is the Reward of Sin: 
And ſo theſe Miniſters are the Miniſters of Death. 
But Chriſt Jeſus redeems from under the Curſe, and 
from under the Bondage of Sin and Corruption, 
which all the Creation hath long groaned under, 
and waits for the bleſſed Liberty of the Sons and 


Children of God. Glory and Honour be unto his 


holy Name for ever, who hath ſent his only begotten 
Son in the likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh, and for Sin, con- 
demned Sin in the Fleſh. For as by one Man's Diſ- 
obedience, many were made Sinners; ſo by the Obe- 
dence of one, ſhall many be made Righteous. But 
this the Diſobedient will never know, who turns 
from, and diſobeys the Holy One, that ſhould make 
them Righteous. 


And here are all the Prieſts and Teachers, and 
Profeſſors of the World, in the Diſobedience, erred 
from the Spirit, in the Tranſgreſſion, and in the 
Sin; and ſo teaching all People to be Sinners, as 

they can do no otherwiſe, who are not Miniſters = 
1 8 the 
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the Light of Chriſt, nor turn People to the Light of 
Chriſt, in whom is no Sin; who hath ſaid, Except 4 
Man be born of Water, and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of God. Now that which is 
born of the Spirit, is Spirit; and this enters the 
Kingdom: For it zs the Spirit that guickens, the Fleſh 
profiteth nothing; the Words that I ſpeak unto you, 
(faith Chriſt) they are Spirit, and they are Life : But 
there were ſome that believed not. Now thoſe that 
deny the Light of the Spirit of Life, they know lit- 
tle of the Pourings forth of the Spirit, or of the 
Manifeſtation of the Spirit of God, which he hath 
given to every one to profit withal; but the Mini- 
ſters of Darkneſs, which have erred from the Spirit, 
and endeavours to keep all People back from the 
Teaching, and Leading, and Guiding of the Spirit, 
they do not profit with it, but hides their Talent in 
the Earth, and counts the Lord a hard Maſter ; 
therefore he muſt needs take it from them, and give 
it unto thoſe that have profited with it: This is 
witneſſed, and manifeſted, and ſeen, with thoſe that 
have Eyes, in this Day. The Apoſtles ſpake as the 
Spirit gave them utterance; and their Preaching was 
not with the enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, but 
in the Power and Demonſtration of the Spirit, not 
according to the Wiſdom of the World ; but he ſpake 
the Wiſdom of God in a Myſtery, even the hidden 
Wiſdom which God had revealed unto him by his 
Spirit; which Spirit ſearcheth all things, yea the deep 
ithings of God. Therefore it's good for every one to 
have a true Teſtimony of this Eternal Spirit, which 
 Helieves not every Spirit, but tries them, whether they 
De of God; and proves all things, and holds faſt that 
1which is good. And he that lays his Foundation here, 
he builds not his Houſe on the Sand, but on the Rock, 
on which the whole Church is built, which is in God, 
the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and Pillar and 
Ground of Truth: And when the Wind blows, the 
Storms and the Tempeſts beats, this Houſe will ſtand: 
For they that are joyned to the Lord, are one . 8 
1 Wit 
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with him, and of one Heart and Soul; if they were 
ten thouſand, they are all one, and all of one, who 
are begotten, and born, and brought forth, and ſan- 
ctified by one Spirit; and here is the Myſtery of the 


Fellowſhip of the Goſpel, which is in the Unity of 


the Spirit, which is the Bond of Peace. 

And this is not a ſhadow, nor a vaniſhing fading 
thing, but this is a ſubſtance that proceeds from 
the living God, and returns unto him; by which 
Spirit he is made known unto the Sons of Men, and 


by which Spirit he works and creates in Chriſt Jeſus 


unto Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs; for by one 
Spirit we are all baptized into one Body, who have 
been made to drink all into one Spirit, whether 
| Jews or Gentiles, Bond or Free; if they come into 
this Spirit, which makes, and unites, and knits. to- 
_ gether, they are all one; for the Body is not one 


member, but many; but they that denies this Spi- 
rit, and the teaching thereof, are not of this Body, 
nor do not drink of this Cup of the New-Teſtament, 


but they are drinking of the Cup of Fornication and 
Idolatry ; for the Apoſtle ſaid, They could not fit 
at the Lord's Table, and the Table of Devils; and 
they could not drink the Cup of the Lord, and the 
Cup of Devils; and ſo they that drink not of the 


Cup of the Spirit | zew | in the Kingdom, let them 


read in their own boſoms what they are drinking of. 


The Apoſtle ſaid, That the Corinthians were ma- 


nifeſtly declared to be the Epiſtle of Chriſt mini- 
ſtred by him; written not with Ink, but with the 
| Spirit of the living God, not in Tables of ſtone, but 


in the fleſhly Tables of the heart. Here is the Mi- 


niſtration maniteſted by them that are Miniſters of 
the Spirit of the living God, who reach unto that 
of God in the hearts of People; and the ſame Spi- 
rit in People anſwers to the anointing which is in 
them, which they received, even the unction of the 
Holy one; and ſuch need not that any Man ſhould 
teach them, but as the ſame anointing teacheth 
them, which is truth, and no lye, 1 Joh. 2. 27. 


But 


. . 
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But this is not the Miniſtration of the Letter, but 


of the Spirit; for the Letter killeth, but the Spirit 
giveth Life, 2 Cor. 3. For the Apoſtle was made 
an able Miniſter of the New-Teſtament, whoſe Mi- 
niſtrat ion was more glorious than the Law, which 


was written in Tables of ſtone, and he faith, The 


Lord is the Spirit, which Spirit is written in the 


fleſhly Tables of the Heart, and where the Spirit of 


the Lord is, there is Liberty, and all that are the 
Sons of God, are led and guided by the Spirit of 
God, Rom. 8. According to the Apoſtles words, 


who ſaid, Becauſe ye are Sons, God hath ſent forth 


the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying Abba, 
Father, Gal. 4. 6. And we through the Spirit, wait 
for the hope of Righteouſneſs by Faith, and who 


walks and abides in the Spirit, doth not fulfil the 


luſts of the fleſh ; for the Fleſh luſteth againſt the 
Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the Fleſh, and theſe 
are contrary the one to the other, Gal. 5. 5. And 
this is the Teacher, Leader and Guide of God's Peo- 
ple, who are called to be Saints, and ſanctified in 
Chriſt Jeſus, through the obedience of the, Spirit 
which ſubdues, and brings down, and ſubjecteth un- 
der in Man and Woman, that which is contrary; 
it working and operating in the Inward Man, and 
putting on, and adorning the heart with a meek, 


and with a quiet Spirit, Which is with the Lord of 
great price. This is precious in the ſight of the 


Lord, when the Spirit beautifies with Salvation, 
and ſanctifies the heart to the Lord by its powerful 
working, here the Lord is glorified in his Saints; 
and this Eternal Spirit, and Subſtance, and Word, 
which is quick and powerful, ſharper than any two- 
edged Sword, which ſeparates betwixt the precious 
and the vile, betwixt the holy and profane, pier- 
cing to the dividing aſunder of Soul and Spirit, and 
of the joynts and marrow, and is a diſcerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart, Heb. 4. 12. This 
is the ſure Teacher that layeth a true Foundation, 

on which the Prophets and Apoſtles are built, the 
0 2 . Corner- 
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Corner-ſtone, which all the wiſe Builders have diſ- 
allowed and ſet at nought, which is now become 
the Head of our Corner; glory and honour be to the 
Higheſt for ever, according to Chriſt's words, who 
ſaith, Did you not read in the Scripture, The Stone 
which all the Builders rejected and ſet at nought, 
the ſame is become the Head of the Corner; this is 
the Lords doings, and is marvelous in our eyes; 
and whoſoever ſhall fall on this tone, ſhall be bro- 
ken, but on whomſoever it ſhall fall, it will grind 
him to powder, Matth. 21.42, 49. And Peter ſaith, 
That it is contained in the Scripture, Behold, I lay 
in Sion a chief Corner-ſtone, elect and precious, and 
he that believeth on him, ſhall not be confounded ; 16. 28. 
unto you therefore which believe, he is precious ;ec: 1.18, 
but unto them who are diſobedient, the Stone which22, 5 
the Builders diſallowed, the ſame is made the Heads, 8. 
of the Corner, and ſtone of ſtumbling, and a Rock 
of offence, even unto them that ftumble at the 
Word, being diſobedient ; this is the Stone and 
Word that all the diſobedient ſtumbles at; cus and 
Gentiles that will not come to the Light which 
Chriſt Jeſus (who is the light of Men) hath enlight- 
ned them withal; the obedience of the Light of 
Chriſt Jeſus, is the obedience to the Croſs of Chriſt, 
the preaching of him crucified (the Apoſtle ſaith) 
was to the Fews a ſtumbling- block, and to the Greeks 
fooliſhneſs; but unto all, both Fews and Greeks, 
Chriſt the Power of God, and the Wiſdom of God, 
1 Cor. 1. The Light, the Power of God, the Croſs 
of Chriſt, the Apoſtle did not preach with the wiſ- 
dom of Words, leſt the Croſs of Chriſt ſhould be- 
come of none effect, which is unto all that are ſaved, 
the Power of God: And he ſaith, After that in the 
wiſdom of God, the World by Wiſdom knew not 


God, it pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of Preaching, '8 
to ſave them that beheve. This is the Wiſdom of | 
God, and the Way of God, not to teach People by 
that which Man's Wiſdom teacheth; and that which 
Man's dark heart invents _ 1magines, and ſtudies 4 
23 out WM 
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out of his brain, but by that which the Holy Ghoſt 


teacheth in this his day in which he is riſen in his 
Eternal Spirit; and they that can believe 1n this 
fooliſhneſs of preaching, are ſaved ; and they that 
cannot believe, to them this Goſpel 1s hid, becauſe 
that the fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than Men, and 
the weakneſs of God is ſtronger than Men, who hath 


ſaid, I will deſtroy the wiſdom of the wiſe, and 


bring to naught the underſtanding of the Prudent ; 
for God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the world, 
to confound the things that are mighty, that no 
fleſh might glory in his preſence, but in him: This 


is the Will, and Way, and Work of the Lord, by 
which he teacheth his People, and ſo they have ac- 


ceſs by one Spirit unto God the Father, Fews, and 
Gentiles, Barbarians, Scythians, Bond and Free, if 
they come unto Chriſt Jeſus the Light and Life, 
and everlaſting Covenant, which is given to be 
the Salvatjon unto the ends of the Earth, which 
was offered up by the Eternal Spirit once for all, 
Eph. 2. 18. z 
All People which comes unto this Eternal Spirit 


which is in them, of what fort ſoever, if they come 


to this Light, Covenant, and Spirit, they are all 
one in Chriſt Jeſus; and if they be Chriſt's, then 
are they Abraham's Seed, and Heirs according to 


Promiſe. All that do endeavour to keep the Unity 


in the Spirit, and Bond of Peace, are ſtrengthned by 


this Spirit in the Inner-man, and the eyes of their 


Underſtanding come to be enlightned, and they do 
come to comprehend with all Saints, the heighth, 
and the breadth, and the depth of the love of God, 
which paſſeth Knowledge, and is a Myſtery to the 
wiſe Rabbies of the World, and all the diſobedient 
ones, that will not ſtoop to the Light of Chriſt, and 
his Power and Croſs in them, but will live in the 
liberty of the fleſh, where they may exerciſe their 


fleſhly Liberty, Pride and Ambition, Superfluity of 


Nanghtineſs, vain Glory and Arrogancy, Voluptu- 
ouſneſs, Pomp and Vanity of the World, all which 
| > Me 
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are of the firſt Man, fallen from God, and of the 


Earth, earthly, which the Crofs of Chriſt, which is 
the power of God, is to crucifie the Affections and 
the Luſts thereof, the World, and the Fleſh, and the 
Devil, who are obedient and faithful to the Witneſs 
and Teſtimony of the living God in them, and to 
its Guiding, and Leading, and Teaching ; put off 
the old Man and his deeds, and put on the new Man, 
Chriſt Jeſus, who is created after God in Righteouſ- 
neſs and true Holineſs, and ſo come to be renewed 
in the Spirit of their Minds, and to have their Con- 
ſciences cleanſed, and their Bodies waſhed with pure 


water, Eph. 5. And ſo they bring forth the fruits 


of the Spirit, which are in all, Goodneſs, Righteouſ- 
neſs, and Truth: Yea, Love, Joy, Peace, Long- 


Suffering, Gentleneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, and Tem- 


Perance ; and againſt ſuch there is no Law; who are 
in this State, keep the Law, and break it not, and 
are in the Love, which fulfils it, and one with the 
Juſtice, Equity, and Righteouſneſs of it, which was 
added becauſe of tranſgreſſion: And where there is 
no Tranſgreſſion, there is no Law, the Law is not 
againſt ſuch. = 

But we find little of thoſe fruits of the Spirit in 
the World (which cannot receive the Spirit of Truth) 


amongſt all Profeſſors, Prieſts and Teachers thereof; 


this is the Mark which Chriſt hath ſet us to try the 
Falſe Prophets by; he ſaith, By their Fruits ſhall 
you know them, who get the ſheeps cloathing (the 
Scriptures) but inwardly are ravening Wolves. We 
have found the Prieſts, Profeſſors and Teachers of 

theſe Nations, to miniſter Perſecution and Cruelty 
to us, as the Priſons and Goals of theſe Nations ma 


bear, (and have born) Teſtimony. And another 


Mark that Chriſt gave of the Falſe Prophets to know 
them by, was, when all Men ſhould ſpeak well of 
them, for ſo did their Fathers of the Falſe Prophets. 
Now let all People judge, whether this be not the 
Condition of the Prieſts and Teachers at this day; 
for they bear rule by their means, and yet the Peo- 
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ſoriouſneſs in charging all theſe Fruits of the Fleſh 
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ple love to have it ſo; but what will they do in the 
end thereof, when God comes with his overflowing 
Scourge, and breaks the Covenant with Death, and the 
Agreement with Hell, and ſweep away the Refuge of 
Lyes, Matth. 7. Which many hundreds of years have 


been their ſtrength; but God is coming to overturn 
them, and to confound them, and to cut down the fruit- 


leſs Trees that brings not forth good fruit; and doth 
manifeſt that the evil Tree cannot bring forth good 

fruit; for Men do not gather Grapes of Thorns, nor Figs 
of Thiſtles, for the beſt of them have been but as a 
Bryar, and the moſt upright of them as a Thorn- 


Hedge, as many will come to ſee, when their eyes comes 


to be opened, and they ſhall be as a bowed wall, and 
as a tottering fence, P/a/. 62. Let but the honeſt and 
the godly hearted judge betwixt them and us, whe- 
ther their fruits are not the fruits of the Fleſh, 
which the Apoſtle ſaith, (Gal. 5. 17.) are theſe, A- 
dultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs, 
Idolatry, Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, Emulati- 
on, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, Hereſies, Envyings, 
Murthers, Drunkenneſs, Revilings, Inordinate Af- 
fections, Evil Concupiſcence, Covetouſneſs, which 
is Idolatry, Anger, Malice, Blaſphemy, filthy Com- 


- munication, Effeminateneſs, and abuſers of them-_ 


ſelves with Mankind, Revellings, Banquetings, Ex- 
cells of Wine, and abominable Idolaters, Filthineſs, 


fooliſh jeſting and talking, which 1s not convenient, 
Chi. 3. 8. 1 Cor. 6. 9. 


And let the upright judge, whether they be not 


Lovers of themſelves, Covetous Boaſters, Proud 
Blaſphemers, Unthankful, Unholy, Diſobedient to 
Parents, without Natural Affection, Truce-breakers, 


Falſe Accuſers, Incontinent, fierce Deſpiſers of them 


that are good, Heady, High-minded, Lovers of Plea- 
ſures more than Lovers of God, having a form of God- 
linefs, but denying the Power, and from ſuch (the A- 
poſtle exhorts the People to) turn away 2 Tim. 1. 3. 

| Now the Reader may judge it to be harſh or cen- 


upon 
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upon the Teachers and Miniſters of the World, ma- 


ny of which they would ſeem to evade; but this T 
ſay further for the Information of the Reader, that 
they are Miniſters of Darkneſs, and not Miniſters 
of the Light, but deny the Light, both to Miniſter 
from, and to Miniſter to; which the Miniſters of 
God were Miniſters of the Light, and the Meſſage 


that they brought, was, That God was Light, and 


in him was no Darkneſs at all, 1 Fob. 1. I. And 
Paul was made an Able Miniſter of the New Teſta- 
ment, not of the Letter, but of the Spirit; and he 


turned People from the Darkneſs to the Light, and 


from the Power of Satan unto God, who is Light, 


in which whoſoever walks, the blood of Jeſus Chriſt 


his Son, cleanſeth him from all Sin. Now theſe 
Miniſters and Teachers of the World, whoſe Mini- 
ſry ſtands in the Darkneſs where all fin is commit- 
ted, and all the fruits of the fleſh acted, theſe can- 
not clear themſelves from none of theſe things be- 


fore mentioned, for they ſtand in that ground which 


brings forth the fruits of the fleſh; and therefore is 


their Doctrine for Sin, and againſt Perfection and 


Cleanſing, and Preach frequently, That none can be 


free from ſin while they are upon the Earth; for 


they are guilty in their Hearts and Conſciences, 
that they fin continually, and fo with their blind 


dark Minds they can never ſee that any can be 


cleanſed or redeemed from ſin, which 1s wholly 
contrary to the Apoſtle's Doctrine, who ſaith, That 


_ Chriſt was manifeſt to take away ſin, whoſoever a- 


bideth in him, ſinneth not; whoſoever ſinneth, hath 


not ſeen him, neither known him; he that commit- 
teth ſin, is of the Devil; whoſoever is born of God, 


doth not commit ſin, for his Seed remaineth in him, 
and he cannot ſin, becauſe he is born of God; in this 
is the Children of God manifeſt, and the Children 
of the Devil, 1 Joh. 3. And now Reader, do but 
in ſoberneſs weigh theſe things according to the 

truth of the Scriptures, and this will take away the 


_ prejudice, and remove the Objection which might 
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ariſe in thy Mind concerning the fruits of the fleſh, 


applied to the Teachers and Profeſſors. „ 


And all that deſires after Godlineſs, and the Truth 
as it is in Jeſus, they muſt turn from them that have 


the Form, and deny the Power, who bring forth the 
fruits before mentioned; for as many as receive 
Chriſt jeſus, (the Light) to them he gives power to 
become the Sons of God. It is the word of his 
Power by which all things were Created, by which 
he upholds all things; and it is his Power that 
brings his Seed out of Bondage, and out of the Houſe 
of Darkneſs: And the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, which the Apoſtle was not aſhamed of to 
Preach, is the Power of God unto Salvation, unto 


every one that believes, to the Jew firſt, and alſo to 


the Greek; and this Treaſure the Apoſtle had in an 
Earthen Veſſel, that the excellency of the Power 


might be of God. And here was the Apoſtles Do- 


Erine eſtabliſhed, in the mighty Power of God, 
whereof (faith he) I was made a Miniſter according 
to the gift of the Grace of God given unto me, by 
the effectual working of his Power, that ſo he might 


know the Power of his Reſurrection, and the Fel- 


lowſhip of his Sufferings; But this is a Myſtery, 
and unknown to the Teachers and Miniſters of the 
Letter, who are in forms and appearances, without 
the Power, and in the Ordinations of Men, and re- 
ceives their approbations only from Men, and are 
made Miniſters by Men, theſe deny and reſiſt the 


Power and Spirit the Apoſtles were made Miniſters 
of, and even deny Immediate Revelation, and ſay it 


is ceaſed, and ſo deny the Gift of God's Grace which 
hath appeared unto all Men, to teach the denying 
of Ungodlineſs, and all Worldly Luſts, and (all that 


_ obey it, and follow it) to live Godly, Righteouſly, 
and Soberly in this preſent evil World. And fo thoſe 


Teachers endeavour to limit the Spirit of the living 


God to Times and Perſons, which cannot be limi- 
ted; and faith, we muſt not look for it now, as in 
the Apoſtle's time; we muſt look to the Scripture, | 
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and not to the Spirit, for Revelation: And fo bla 
pheme the God of Heaven, and gainſay his Truth, 
and the Revelation of the Son of God, who ſaid, 
The Father was a Spirit, and they that worſhip 
him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, and 
he was ſeeking for ſuch Worſhippers to worſhip him; 
and who hath ſaid, There is none that knows the 
Son, but the Father; neither doth any Man know 
the Father, ſave the Son, and he to whom the Son 
reveals him. = 

And fo theſe Teachers, that denies Revelation, and 


the Spirit's Teaching, do not deſire that the Son ſhould 


be known by the Father's drawang ; for there is none 
that can come to the Son, except the Father draw 
him. Neither is it poſſible for them to bring People 


to the Knowledge of the Father, who deny Revela- 
tion; being there is none that knows the Father, 


fave the Son, and he to whom the Son reveals him. 
So the infinite Mercy and Wiſdom of the Lord God 
hath hid theſe things from them, and hath revealed 
them unto the Faithful and Obedient, who walk in 


his Light, and keep in it, where the Revelation is 


manifeſted. And ſo Chriſt Jeſus ſaw great cauſe of 


Thanking the Father, the Lord of Heaven and 


Earth, that he had hid thoſe things from the Wiſe 


and Prudent, and had revealed them unto Babes; 
Children of the Light, which were begotten into 


the Light, and were tranſlated into it, and made 


one with it, and abode in the Anointing which they 
received in the beginning, they had Fellowſhip with 
the Son, and with the Father: He that believes on 
the Son, hath Everlaſting Life; he that believeth not 


on the Son, ſhall not ſee Life: For the Father loveth 
the Son, and ſheweth him all things that he doth. 


For as the Father raiſeth up the Dead, and quick- 


neth them, even ſo the Son quickneth whom he will: 
And who believes in the Light, and walks in the 
Light of the Son of God, is quickned by him, and 


| hath the Father revealed to him, not in Parables, 
but he doth ſhew him plainly of the Father, For 
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he hath committed all Judgment to the Son, that all 
Men might honour the Son, as they honour the Fa- 
ther; he that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not 
the Father that hath ſent him; he that believeth not 
in the Light of the Son of God, he honoureth not 
the Son; and he whoſe Mind is not turned unto the 
Light of God in him, he knows not the Son, nor him 
that ſent him. Jeſus cryed, and ſaid, He that be- 
lieveth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that 


ſent me; he that ſeeth me, ſeeth him that ſent me. 


I am come a Light into the World, that whoſoever be- 


 lieveth on me, ſhould not abide in Darkneſs. Mark 
here now, Chriſt's Words; He that ſees him to be 
the Light come into the World, ſees him that ſent 


him; and he that believes in Chriſt, that is come a 

Light into the World, believes on him that ſent him; 
and he that believes on Chriſt Jeſus, who is come a 
Light into the World, abides not in the Darkneſs, 


but hath the Light of Life. This is the great Work 


of God, that every one believe on him that God 
hath ſent; and he that believeth on him, hath the 
Witneſs and Teſtimony of him in himſelf; and he 
that knows not that Chriſt is in him, is a Repro- 
bate. And this is the Will of him that ſent me, 
(ſaith Chriſt) that every one that ſeeth the Son, may 
have everlaſting Life, and I will raiſe him up at the 
laft Day. This is the Portion and Reward which 
the true Believers receive from him, who is the Re- 


ſurrection and the Life; He that believes on him, 
though he was dead, yet ſhall he live; and he that 


lives and believes, ſhall never die: (He that can re- 
ceive it, let him.) This was a Myſtery unto Mar- 
zha. Jeſus faith, No Man cometh unto me, except 
the Father, which hath ſent me, draw him. It is 
written in the Prophets, (ſaith he) They ſhall be all 


taught of God; every Man therefore, that hath heard 


aud hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me. 
So Here now, every one, whoſe Eye is ſingle, may 
e, that none can come, but whom the Father 
araws; and they that are taught of God, come ta 


the 
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the Son, which he hath given a Light into the World ; 
And this is the Way, the Truth, and the Life; and 
no Man comes to the Father but by him. And in 
No other Way, nor by no other Name under Heaven 
ſhall any one be ſaved, but by him; and he is able 


to ſave to the utmoſt all thoſe that come unto God 


by him; and no other Foundation can any Man lay, 
than this, which is already laid. But let every one 
take heed how he builds thereon. And he which 
preacheth another Goſpel, let him be accurſed : For 
this is the Rock and Foundation on which the whole 
Church is built, Chriſt Feſus the Light, and preci- 
_ ous Stone, which Jews and Gentiles, that are ſaved, 
are built on; for he is their Peace, who hath made 
both one, and hath broken down the middle Wall of 
Partition which wal between; for through him we 
have both an acceſs to the Father, and are built up- 
on the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Je- 
Jas Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner-Stone, in 
whom all the Building fitly framed together, grow- 
eth unto a holy Temple in the Lord, who are builded 
together for an Habitation of God through the Spirit. 
Here is the great Work of the Myſtery of God, which 
he is working in this his Day, whoſe Tabernacle is 
with Men, and the Moſt High dwells in the King- 
doms of Men; he whoſe delight is with the Sons of 
Men, is ariſen, and Wiſdom lifteth up her Voice, and 
cries, O ye ſimple ones, underſtand wiſdom; and ye 
fools, be of an underſtanding heart : Unto you, O men, 
I call, and my Voice is to the Sons of Men. 
_ Chriſt Jeſus is coming to Reign, and the Sceptre 
of his Righteouſneſs, which is a right Sceptre, will 
he ſway the Nations with; and thoſe his Enemies, 
that will not that he ſhould Reign, muſt even be 
broke, and bound, and ſlain before him: Therefore 
it 1s good for all People to hear his Voice, and to 
turn at his Reproof, and to hearken diligently to 
the Word that is nigh, in the Heart; and to encline 
their Ears, that their Souls might live. There is a 
Word that faith, Ih is the Way; which Way is 5 
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the way-faring Man: This Teacher will never more 


be removed into a Corner, but their Eyes muſt ſee 
their Teacher. This Vay, which hath long been hid 


and hedged up, hath the Lord now opened and 


made manifeſt in this his Day; and the Law and 
the Teſtimony, which was ſealed among the Diſci- 


ples, is now opened; and the Word, which 1s the 


Light, 1s now revealed; and the Light 1s ſhining 
in the Conſciences of Men, and they that are Chil- 
dren of the Light, and of the Day, walk in it, and 
it ſhines in their Hearts, and gives them the Light 
of the Knowledge of the Glory of God in the face of 


Jes Chriſt, the expreſs Image of the Inviſible God, 
the Firſt- born of every Creature: And this cleanſ- 
eth and pargeth the Conſcience from dead Works, 


to ſerve the living God; and in this every one 
may draw near, in fulł aſſurance of Faith, having 
their Hearts ſprinkled from an Evil Conſcience, 
and their Bodies waſhed with pure Water; but 
it was impoilible that the Blood of Bulls and Goats 
ſhonld take away Sin: but this Man, after he had 
offered one Sacrifice for Sin, ſate down at the right 
Hand of God, expecting till his Enemies be made 
his Footſtool. Which the High Prieſts, that went 
before him, were daily Offering the ſame Sacrifice, 
which could never take away Sin, nor make per- 


fect as appertaining to the Conſcience; yet by one 


Offering, Chriſt Jeſus the everlaſting High Prieſt, 
hath perfected for ever them that are ſanctified. 


Ibis is he that doth the Will of God, who ſaid, In rhe 


Volume of the Book it is written of me, lo, I come to 
do thy Will, O God, by which Will we are ſancti— 
fied, whereof the Holy Ghoſt is a Witneſs to us: 
For after that he ſaid before, This is the Covenant 
that I will make with them, after thoſe Days, ſanh 
ihe Lord, I will put my Law in their Heart, and in 


their Minds will I write them. Here the Apoſtle wit- 


neſſeth the Holy Ghoſt to be the Witneſs and 

Teſtimony of God's Truth in the Promiſe of the 

New Covenant, of the Law written in the 3 
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and of the Spirit being put in the Inward Parts. 
Nov theſe, that deny the Spirit of God, which 


gives Teſtimony and witneſs of his Everlaſting Co- 
venant, are Strangers to this Life, and Alliens to 
the Commonwealth of I/7ae!l, For the Covenant of 
Promiſe is to the Elect Seed of Abraham; not of the 
Bond-woman, but of the Free ; not of the Seeds, 
which are many, but of One, which is Chriſt, that 
is Ele&, according to the Foreknowledge of God the 
Father, through Sanctification of the Spirit, unto 
Obedience, and ſprinkling of the Blood of Chriſt, 
who doth purifie their Souls in obeying the Truth, 
through the Spirit. For this cauſe 1s the Goſpel 
preached, that they may be judg'd according to 
Men in the Fleſh, but live according to God in the 
Spirit. This 1s the chief End of the Miniſtry of the 
Goſpel, which 1s G/ad Tidings to the Poor, Liberty 
to the Captive; but Fudgment to him that hath 
captivated the Seed, till that be dead which hath 
held the Seed in Bondage; and till the Enmity be 
ſlain, and the middle Wall of Partition taken away, 
and of twain made one new Man: This is the Mi- 
niſtration of the Everlaſting Goſpel. For Chriſt al- 


ſo hath once. ſuffered, being put to Death in the 


Fleſh, but quickned in the Spirit; by which alſo 
he went and preached unto the Spirits in Priſon. 
And he that 1s Anointed to preach Glad Tidings 


to the Poor, and Liberty to the Captives, is now 


preaching to the Spirits in Priſon, and binding up 
the Broken-hearted, and raiſing up them that are 


fallen; and he is enlightning the blind Eyes, and 
unſtopping the deaf Ears, and opening the Priſon- 


doors, and bringing the Priſoners forth of the Pri ſon- 


huouſes; ſo that the Priſoners of Hope doth rejoice, 


that have been in the Pit, which is without Water. 
For Chriſt calls, Come unto me, every one that is 
weary and heavy laden, and they ſhall find Reſt 
for their Souls; who will take his Yoke upon them, 
which is eaſie, and his Burthen, which is light to 
the Obedient and to the Faithful, who are ſubjected 


_ unto 
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unto him, and waits for him, they that love him, 
and keep his Commandments, who ſaith, He that 
hath my Commandments, and keepeth them, he it 
is that loveth me; and he that loveth me, ſhall be 
loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will 
_ manifeſt my ſelf unto him. Here is an infinite Re- 
ward, which will even fatisfie the Immortal Soul, 
which nothing can ſatisſie but the living God. Chriſt 
faith, If any Man love me, and keep my Words, my 
Father will love him, and we ſhall come unto him, 
and make our abode with him. Here the Comforter, 

which is the Holy Ghoſt, which proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, is manifeſted, which doth teach 
all things, and bring all things to Remembrance. 
And this is the Inheritance which the Saints in Light 
are made Partakers of ; even the Spirit of Truth, 
which the World cannot receive, which leads into 
all Truth, all them who do obey, and follow the 
Leading, and Guiding, and Teaching of it. The A- 
poſtle deſired, that Timothy might know how he ought 
to behave himſelf in the Houſe of God, which 1s the 
Church of the Living God, the Pillar and Ground 
of Truth. And without Controverſie, (ſaith he) 
great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeſt in 
the Fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, &c. 
This Myſtery I have endeavoured in part to open, 
according to the Scriptures: And if any come to the 
Key of David, which opens this Myſtery, they will 
| Tee the Truth of it, and Seal to it in that meaſure 
of the Spirit which God hath given to every one to 
profit withal: For unto every one of us is given Grace, 
according to the meaſure of the Gift of Chriſt, ac- 
cording to the good Pleaſure of his Will; and he 
that is Faithful in the little, is made Ruler over 
much. And ſo this is the Vay, the Truth, and the 
Life : And every one that doth ſet at nought this, 

-— this, let his Blood be upon his own 
lead. | 
Now let the Reader, by what is here written, ſe- 
_rioufly ſearch, examine, and try by the Scriptures, 
| aud 
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and the Meaſure of the Spirit of God, who are the 
true Prophets, and the falſe; and who are the true 
Teachers, and who are the falſe; and what is the 
true Worſhip of God, and the falſe: And let him 
venture his Soul, as he dare anſwer before a juſt and 
righteous God. 


From a true Lover of the Souls of all People, and 
who deſires the good of all, and that all might 
come to the Knowledge of the Trath. M. F. 


An Epiſlle Fo Friends. 


Riends of the Living God, and Witneſſes of his 
Living Truth, and Sufferers for it, who are 
made Partakers of the Heavenly and Rich Treaſures 
of Everlaſting Life; Everlaſting Power, Strength. 
and Vertue is your Portion and Inheritance, as you 
abide and are kept in his own Name and Hand, 
which none can pluck you out of. 1 

My dear Lambs, the great Shepherd of the Shee 
(whoſe own the Sheep are) hath laid down his Life 


for you, and doth give unto you Eternal Life; in 
that Living Record of his own Eternal Spirit, there 
_ dwell and ſtand, which he hath given you of, his 


only begotten Son, in whom he 1s well pleaſed, 
through his Obedience, who was made perfect through 
Sufferings; who hath offered up ſtrong Cries, and by 
that one Offering doth perfect for ever thoſe whc 
are ſanctified, through the Obedience of his Spirit; 
and hath waſhed and bathed you in his own Blood: 
Oh! ſtand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt Jeſu; 
(the Son of the Living God) hath made you free, by 
his own free Spirit, which is the Covering of all rhe 
Righteous ; and where this Covering of the Spirit o 
the Lord is, there is pure Liberty: For the Lord i 
that Spirit; and by this Spirit doth he conquer an- 
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tread down Principalities and Powers, Thrones and 


Dominions under his Feet; and will have all Govern- 


ment to himſelf, whoſe Right it is. 
This is the Name to which every Knee ſhall bow, 
and every Tongue confeſs him Lord. By this Spirit 


and Power muſt all the Mountains be removed; yea, 


even him that ſtands before Zerubbabel, muſt become 


a Plain. O let Patience poſſeſs your Souls! that 


therein you may run the Race that is ſet before you, 
through the Faith of God's Elect; this obtains the 
Promiſe, and the Price of the Mark of the high Cal- 
ling, tho' through much Sufferings, Tryals, and Af— 
flictions, which for the preſent may not ſeem Joy- 
ous, but Grievous; but they do afterwards receive 
a Reward of Righteouſneſs. 7 | 
Let Faith, Hope, and Charity (which remains) 
be the Crown and Deſire of your Souls, which 
ſuffereth all things, beareth all things, hopeth 
all things, believeth all things, and endureth all 
things; this will preſerve you indeed: This will 
keep you low, and ſenſible, and ſeaſoned, and will 
ſanctifie your Hearts, and purifie your Minds; ſo 
that you will not value nor care what Man can do 
unto you, who 1s but as a Vapour; but the Ever- 
laſting Inheritance (which is not of this World) you 
will come to receive: For 1t 1s your Father's good 


pleaſure to give you a Kingdom; and this is the time 


that he is again Reſtoring the Kingdom unto I1/-ae/. 
And bl-fed and happy are all they that firſt ſeek 


the Kingdom of God, all other things will be given 


unto them; and who are Faithful unto Death, a 
Crown of Life and Immortality is reſerved in the 
Boſom of the Father, unto ſuch who are truly and 
faithfully, and ſingly given up to his Will, and to 
his Work, and to his Service, or to ſuffer for his 
Name's ſake; ſuch are written upon the Palm of his 
Hand: And tho' a Woman may forget the Sucking 
Child of her Womb, yet cannot he forget ſuch. _ 
Therefore, my Dear Brethren, and Siſters, be 
Bold and of good Courage, and keep not back, * | 
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be not weary, nor think not long, for he that will 
come, ſhall come; who hath ſaid, I will not leave 
thee, nor forſake thee; he is a God that keepeth Co- 

venant with his People, he hath bound himſelf with 
an Oath, in that he could Swear by no greater, he 
hath Sworn by himſelf : Thou art a Prieſt for ever 
after the Order of Melchiſedeck, who is ſaid to be 
without Father, or without Mother, without de- 
ſcent or beginning, or end of days, who remains a 
Prieſt continually ; and he for whom ye ſuffer, hath 
redeemed you out of all Oaths and Swearings, and 
hath put an end to all Strife, and to all Prieſts-Tem+ 
ples, Tythes, and Offerings, Waſhings, and Cir- 
cumciſions, which was but all a Figure of this good 
thing which is now come, who fulfils the Law, and 
the Righteouſneſs thereof, who is the end of the Law 
and Prophets, and the Subſtance of Lite, Light and 
Immortality, and the Everlaſting Goſpel of Peace, 
and glad Tidings of great Joy : And this Goſpel you 
can witneſs is not to you loſt, nor to you hid, (but 
to them that periſh) but to you that believe in the 
Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, it is the wiſdom of 
God, and the Power of God unto Salvation. And 
this 1s that which gives you pure freedom from the 
Engagements of this World, from the Engagements 
of the Earth, from outward Preferment or Advan- 
tages, which are but all the Snares of Satan. 
Therefore, my Dear Hearts, keep clear, keep your 
Conſciences clean, keep out of Tranſgreſſion in any 
wiſe or kind, againſt the liberty or freedom of your 
Conſciences; keep to the juſt and the pure in you 
and your Conſciences, at liberty therein, which wit- 
neſſeth for the living God; and all outward Priſons 
will then be little to you: But if you Imbondage, 
, or Impriſon, or in any meaſure cauſe God's Teſti- 
8 mony to Suffer in you, then all outward Liberty 
3 would be little to you. So, my Dear Friends, Seal 
8 | this upon your Hearts, that you keep clear your 
Conſciences in the ſight of God in every thing, now 
2 that he hath called you for Witneſſes for him, and 
| | now 
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now that you are engaged, and have taken upon 
you to ſtand Witneſſes for the living God, be ye li- 


ving Witneſſes indeed: And let not the Enemy have 


any cauſe to ſay, that ye ſhrank and drew back in 
the time of Sufferings and Trials: But that they 
may be convinced in their own Hearts and Minds, 
that God is among you of a Truth. And this will 

be for the Honour, and for the Glory of your Lord 
and Maſter; for whom, and for whoſe Sake you 
Suffer; and this will be everlaſting Peace and Com- 


fort unto you, and everlaſting Salvation to your 


Souls: And ſo the Everlaſting, Eternal, Almighty 


and Infinite God preſerve and keep you in his own 


Name, and in his own Arm and Power to ſtand 
there to quench all the fiery Darts of the Devil. 


Tour dear Friend, that is one with you in all 
your Sufferings, h 
London, the th Day of the 


Firſt Month, 1661. 


An Epiſtle of M. Fell, to Friends in 
ireland, in the Tear, 1661, 


ME dear Love in the Lord God Almighty is un- 
to you all, which never changeth, but endures 
for evermore; which Love, as it is lived in, pre- 


ſerves and keeps to the Lord God and his Command- 


ments, Laws, and Statutes; which Love is the ful- 
filling of the whole Law of God, and anſwers to all 
Commands, in Thought, Word, and Action: And 
this keeps clean, low, and innocent, and moulds us 
into its own frame and temper, and ſo brings to be 
a new Jump, leavened into the bowels of everlaſting 
Love, which reacheth unto all, and extends unto all, 
even unto Enemies. Oh! bleſſed and happy are all 
they that are come into this ſweet Being of * 
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ſuffer for him, ſhall alſo reign over their Enemies 
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ſal Love, which would have all to be Saved, and 
come to the Knowledge of the Truth. This 1s the 


Image and Nature of the bleſſed God, that holds 
forth his tender Hand, and ſweet Bowels of ever- 
laſting Love unto all People, Nations, Languages, 
Kindreds, and Tongues, who is no reſpector of Per- 
ſons, but every Nation that fears God, and work- 


eth Righteouſneſs, is accepted with him, whoſe call 


is to every one that thirſteth, come, and whoſoever 
is a thirſt, let him come and drink of the water of 
Life freely: Oh! the Infinite Love and Bowels of 
everlaſting Life and Fulneſs that dwells in his bleſ- 


ſed Boſom, Righteouſneſs and Peace is the Habita- 


tion of his Throne. Oh! my dear Lambs, let the 
Iſſues of Life be kept open, that iſſueth into your 
Souls from this bleſſed Fountain, that you may feel 
it always open unto you, and you open unto it, 
that you may always feel it freſh and new, flowing 
into your Souls. So will you feel the word of the 
Lord God ſweeter unto you than the Honey, or the 
Honey - comb; and ſo will you come truly to know, 
that Man liveth not by Bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth from the Lord God; here 


8 ſtands the Life of Men, and fo to do the will of thge 
Lord God, will be Meat and Drink unto you, and 


will be more delightful than your ordinary food; 
and then will not Sufferings, Tryals and Hardſhips 


be ſtrange unto you; knowing that the Captain of 


your Salvation, who is gone before you is made 
perfect through Sufferings; who in the days of his 


_ Fleſh, when he had offered up Prayers and Suppli- 


cations, with ſtrong Cryes and Tears unto him that 


was able to Save him, becauſe he feared; though he 


was a Son, yet learned he Obedience by the things 
that he ſuffered, and ſo muſt all that follow his 

ſteps; the Servants are not greater than their Lord; 
and bleſſed and happy are all they that learn this 
Leſſon in the power of God, not only to believe on 
him, but alſo to ſuffer for his ſake; for they who 
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with him, and in his Power will they ſubdue and 
conquer at the laſt, for the Lamb and lus followers 


{hall have the Victory. | 6 f 
And fo, my Dearly Beloved, be ſtrong in the ' 


Lord, and in the Power of his Might, and be faith, 
ful and bold, and true to your Maker, and he will 


be a Husband unto you, and ſet your feet upon the 


Rock moſt ſure, that if the Storms beat, and the 
Tempeſts blow, yet you will not be ſhaken, for he 
that keepeth you, 1s greater than all, and none is 
able to pluck you out of his hand. Into whoſe Arm 
and Power I commit. you, everlaſtingly to dwell 
and abide with the Lord God, with whom all things 
are poſſible. The God of Love, whoſe Mercies fail 


not, preſerve and keep you all, and Nurſe you up I 
in his own Boſom, to his own Praiſe and Glory, that 


vou may be a People Saved by the Lord. 


From your Dear Friend and Siſter, 
x M. Fell. 


— — 


The Examination Margaret Fell, be- j 
fore Judge Twiſden, at the Alſizes | 
beld at Lancafter, the 14th Day of | 


the Iſt Month, 166? Viz. 


Firſt, C HE was called to the Bar, and when ſhe 

1 was at the Bar, Order was given to the 
Gaoler by the Judge, to ſet a Stool, and a Cuſhion 
for her to ſit upon: — And ſhe had four of her 
Daughters with her at the Bar: And the Judge ſaid; 
Let not Mrs. Fells Daughters ſtand at the Bar, but 
let them come up hither, they ſhall not ſtand at the 


Har: So they plucked them up, and ſet them near 


where the Judge fate. —Then after a while, the Aſit- 


F:mss was Read, and the Judge ſpoke to her, and 


the 
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ſhe ſtood up to the Bar, and he began to ſpeak to 
her, as followetn. | 
Fudge. He ſaid, Mrs. Fell, you are Committed by 
the Juſtices of Peace for Refuſing to take the Oath 
of Obedience; and I am commanded, and ſent by the 


King, to tender it to any that ſhall refuſe it. 


M. Fell. 1 was ſent for from my own Houſe, and 
Family, but for what Cauſe or Tranſgreſſion I do 
not know. 

Fudge. I am Informed by the Juſtices of Peace in 
this County, that you keep multitudes of People at 
your Houſe, in pretence to worſhip God; and it 
may be you worſhip him in part, but we are not to 
diſpute that. | | | 

AL. F. I have the King's word from his own 
Mouth, that he would not hinder me of my Reli- 


gion. God forbid (faid he) that I ſhould binder you 


of your Religion, you may keep it in your own Houſe. 
And I Appeal to all the Country, whether thoſe Peo- 
ple that meet at my Houſe, be not a Peaceable, a 
Quiet and a Godly Honeſt People? And whether 
there hath been any juſt occaſion of offence given by 
the Meeting that was kept in my Houle. 
Fudge. If you will give Security that you will 
have no more Meetings, I will not tender the Oath 
to 55 Lou think if there be no Fighting nor Quar- 
relling amongſt you, that you keep the Peace, and 
break no Law; but I tell you, that you are a Break- 
er of the Law, by keeping of unlawful Meetings: 
And again, you break the Law, in that you will not 
take the Oath of Allegiance. 2 
M. F. I deſire that I may have Liberty to Anſwer 
to thoſe two Things which are Charged againſt me. 
And Firſt, for that which is looked upon to be mat- 
ter of Fact, which is, concerning our Meetings: 
There are ſeveral of my Neighbours, that are of the 
ſame Faith, Principle, and Spirit and Judgment 
that I am of, and theſe are they that meet at my 
Houſe, and I cannot ſhut my Doors againft them. 


F 2 1 Fudge. 
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Firdee. Mrs. you begin at the wrong end, for tho 


firſt is the Oath. | 


A. F. I ſuppoſe, that the firſt Occaſion of tender- 


ing me the Oath, was becauſe of Meeting; but as 
for that, if I have begun at the wrong end, I ſhall 


begin at the other. And firſt then, as to the Oath, 


the ſubſtance of which, is Allegiance to the King: 


And this I ſhall ſay, as for my Allegiance, I Love, 
Owy, and Honour the King, and deſire his Peace, 
and Welfare; and that we may live a Peaceable, a 
Quiet and a Godly Life under his Government, ac- 


cording to the Scriptures; and this is my Allegiance 


to the King. And as for the Oath it ſelf, Chriſt Je- 


ſus, the King of Kings, hath Commanded me not to 


Swear at all, neither by Heaven, nor by Earth, nor 
by any other Oath. | 


Fudge. Then he called for the Statute-Book, and 
the Grand- Jury to be preſent. —Then one of the Ju- 


ſtices that Committed her, ſaid, Mrs. Fell. You know, 


that before the Oath was tendred to you, we of- 


tered, that if you would put in Security to have no 
more Meetings at your Houſe, we would not tender 


II. F. I ſhall not deny that. 


you the Oath. 


Judge. If you will yet put in Security, that you 


will have no more Meetings, I will not tender the 


Oath to you. 


M. F. I ſpeak to the Judge, and the Court, and 


the reſt of the People: You all here profeſs to be 
Chriſtians, - and likewiſe you profeſs the Scriptures 


to be your Rule; ſo in Anſwer to thoſe things that 


are laid againſt me.—Chriſt Jeſus hath left upon Re- 


ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him, 1 Joh. 4. In which Spi- 


% 


cord in the Scripture, That God zs a Spirit, and that 


his Worſhip is in the Spirit and Truth, and that he 


rit, I, and theſe that meet at my Houſe, do meet, 


and Worthip God, in obedience to Chriſt's Doctrine 


and Commands. 


 Secondiy, The ſame Chriſt Jeſus, hath Commanded 


in plain words, That I/hould not Swear at all, Mat. 5. 


and 
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nd for obedience to Chriſt's Doctrine and Command 
am J here Arraigned this day: So you being Chriſti- 
ans, and profeſſing the ſame thing in words, judge 
of theſe things according to that of God in your 
Conſciences: And I appeal to all the Country, whe- 
ther ever thoſe Meetings did any hurt or prejudice? 
So after ſhe had. ſpoken of the Worthip of God. in 
Spirit, and the obedience.to.Chriſt's Doctrine and 
Command, &@c. » ³ſ8 
Fudge. Lou are not here, for Obedience to Chriſt's 
Commands, but for keeping of unlawful Meetings. 


And you think, that if you do not Fight and Quar- 
rel, or break the Peace, that you break no Law; 


but there is a Law againſt unlawful Meetings. 
A. F. What Law have I broken, for Worſhipping 
God in m dn Houſe e? ; ?P 

Judge. The Common Law. GA 8 

M. F. I thought you had proceeded by a Statute: 
Then the Sheriff whiſpered to him, and ment ion'd 
the Statute of the 35th of Elizabeth. „„ 
Fudge. I could tell you of a Law, but it is too 
Penal for you, for it might coſt you your Life. 

AM. F. I muſt offer and tender my Life, and all, 


for my Teſtimony, if it be required of me. 


Then the latter Part of the Statute was Read to 
the Jury, for the Oath of Obedience.  _ 
Fudge. And then the Judge Inform'd the Jury, 
and the Priſoner, concerning the Penalty of the 
Statute, upon Refuſal; for it would be to the For- 
feiture of all her Eſtate, Real, and Perſonal, and 
Impriſonment during Life. r x as 

A. F. I am a Widow, and my Eſtate is a Dowry, 
and I have Five Children unprefer'd; and if the 


King's Pleaſure be to take my Eſtate from me, upon 


the account of my Conſcience, and not for any Evil 


or Wrong done, let him do as he pleaſeth. And fur- 


ther, I deſire that I may ſpeak to the Jury, of the 
occaſion of my being here. „ 
Fudge. The Jury is to hear nothing but me, to 
tender you the Oath, mg you to refuſe it, or on, 
L 3 . F. 
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AM. F. You will let me have the Liberty that o- 


ther Priſoners have, — And then ſhe turn'd to the Ju- 


ry, and ſaid; Friends, I am here this day upon the 


Account of my Conſcience, and not for any Evil, 
or wrong done to any Man, but for obeying Chriſt's 
Doctrine and Commands, who hath ſaid in the Scrip- 
ture, That God z a Spirit, and that his Worſhip is in 


tbe Spirit and Truth: And for keeping Meetings in 


the Unity of this Spirit, and for obeying Chriſt's 
Commands and Doctrine, who hath ſaid, Swear not 
at all, am I here Arraigned this day. Now you 
profeſs your ſelves to be Chriſtians, and you own 
the Scriptures to be true; and for the obedience of 
the plain words of Scripture, and for the Teſtimony 


of my Conſcience am I here. So I now Appeal to 


the witneſs of God in all your Conſciences, to judge 
of me according to that, 
/, You are to conſider this Statute, what it was 


made for, and for whom. It was made to manifeſt 


the Papiſts, and the Oath was for Allegiance to the 
King. Now Jet your Conſciences judge, whether 

we be the People that it was made for, who can- 
not Swear any Oath at all, only for Conſcience 
ſake, becauſe Chriſt Commands not ro Smear at 
all. Then the Judge ſeem'd to be Angry, and 


ſaid, ſhe was not there upon the account of her 


Conſcience and faid, ſhe had aneverlaſting Tongue, 
you draw the whole Court after you; and ſhe con- 
tinued ſpeaking on, and he ſtill crying, will you 
take the Oath or no? - | 

M. F. It is upon the account of my Conſcience, 
for if I conld have Sworn, I had not been here. 

24%, If I wonld not have Meetings in my Houſe, 
I need not have the Oath tendred to me; and ſo I 


defire the Jury to take notice, that it is only for 


thoſe two things, that I am here Araigned, which 


are only upon the account of my Conſcience, and 


not for any Evil done againſt any Man ; —Then the 


Judge was angry again, and bid them tender her the 
Dam, and bold her the Bor. 
e Fudge, 


add 


Judge. Will you take the Oath of Allegiance, yea 
Or nay. | 
= A. E. I have ſaid already, I own Allegiance and 
Obedience to the King, and his Juſt and Lawful 
” Commands.—And I do alſo own Allegiance and O- 
bedience unto ChriſtJeſus, who 1s the King of Kings, 
who hath Commanded me not to Swear at all. 
Fudge. That is no Anſwer, will you take the 
Oath, or not take 1 
M. F. I ſay I owe Obedience and Allegiance unto 
Chriſt Jeſus, who Commands me not to Swear at 
All. | | | 
Fudge. J ſay unto you, that is no Anſwer, will 
ou take it, or will you not take it? 
A. F. If you ſhould ask me never ſo often, I muſt 
Anſwer to you, that the Reaſon why I cannot take 
it, is becauſe Chriſt hath Commanded me not to 
Swear at all; T owe my Allegiance and Obedience 
unto him. 3 | | 
Fuſtice. Then one of the Juſtices that Committed 
her, ſaid, Miſtreſs Fell, you may with a good Con- 
ſcience (if you cannot take the Oath) put in Secu- 
rity, that you will have no more Meetings at your 
Houſe ? V | 
A. F. Wilt thou make it good, that I may with 
a ſafe Conſcience make an Engagement to forbear 
Meetings, for fear of loſing my Liberty, and Eſtate? 
w1lt not thou, and all you here judge of me, that it 
was for ſaving of my Eſtate, and Liberty, that I 
did it? And ſhould not I in this deny my Teſtimony, 
and would not this defile my Confcience? _ 
Fudge. This is no Anſwer, will you take the Oath? 
we muſt not ſpend time. 5 © ee 
M. F. I never took Oath in my Life; I have 
ſpent my days thus far, and I never took an Oath ; 
TI own Allegiance to the King, as he is King of Exg- 
land; but Chriſt Jeſus is King of my Conſcience. = 


oy 


Clerk. Then the Clerk held out the Book; and 


bid herpull off her Glove, and lay her Hand on the 
Book. | — | _ 
os T 4 A. F. 


| a2 1 

A. F. I never laid my Hand on the Book to ſwear 
in all my Life, and I never was at the Afizes here 
before: I was Bred and Born in this County, and 
have led my Life in it; and I was never at any Aſ- 
ſize before this time; and I bleſs the Lord, that I am 
here this Day upon this Account, to bear Teſtimony 
nh,. 5 | 1 55 

Then they aſked her, if ſne would have the Oath 
read? She anſwered, I do not care if I never hear an 
Oath read; for the Land mourns becauſe of Oaths. 
Fudge. Then the ſudge cryed, Take her away; and 
aſked her, If ſhe would give Security, that ſhe would 
have no more Meetings? = 
MM. F. Nay, I can give no ſuch Security; I have 
ſpoken enough for that—And ſo they took her civil- 
ly away. %%% 

Then G. Fox was called to the Bar; whoſe Exa- 


mination and Anſwers are Ingroſſed in another Book 
amongſt his Travels. 


Margaret Fell's Appearance the Second time at the 


Bar, before the ſaid Fudge; being the 16th Day of 
the faid Firſt Month, 16634. | | 


Fudge. Mrs. Fell, you ſtand here Indicted by the 
Statute, becauſe you will not take the Oath of Alle- 
giance; and Jam here to inform you, what the Law 
7 Heap for you in ſuch a caſe. — Firſt, If you con- 
eſs to the Indictment, then the Judgment of a Pre- 
munire ig ? paſs upon you. Secondly, If you plead, 
you have Liberty to Traverſe. Thirdly, If you ſtand 
mute, and ſay nothing at all, Judgment will be paſ- 
fed againſt yqu. So ſee which you will chooſe of 
theſe three ways. x 8 | 
A. F. I am altogether Ignorant of thoſe things, 
for I had never the like Occaſion, ſo I deſire to be 
inform'd by thee, which of theſe is the beſt for me, 
for I do not know. And then ſeveral about the 
Court cry'd, Traverſe, Traverſe. 
Judge. If you will be adviſed by me, Put in your 
| Traverſe, 


3 


— 
Traverſe, and ſo you have Liberty until the next 
Aſſizes to Anſwer your Indictment. 

M. F. I had rather, according to thy own Propo- 
ſal, have a Proceſs, that I might have Liberty till 


the next Aſſizes, and then to put in a Traverſe. 


Fudge. Your Traverſe is a Proceſs. | 
A. F. May not I have a Proceſs, and put in my 
Traverſe: the next Aſſizes? I am informed that was 
the thing thou didſt intend I ſhould have. 
Judge. You ſhall have it. | 
A. F. That is all I deſire now. . 
Then a Clerk of the Crown-Office ſtood up, and 
whiſper'd to the Judge, and ſaid, It was contrary 
to Law, and ſaid, I muſt put in my Traverſe now. 
Fudge. I would do you all the Favour I can, but 
you muſt enter your Traverſe now.  _ 
A. F. I acknowledge thy Favour and Mercy; 
for thou haſt ſhewn more Mercy than my Neigh- 


bours have done; and I ſee what thou haſt done for 


me, and what my Neighbours have done againſt me, 
and I know*very well how to make a diſtinction: 
For they, who have done this againſt me, have no 


' Reaſon for it. | 


Fudge. IT have done you no wrong,I found you here. 
AL. F. I had not been here, but by my Neighbours, 
Fudge. What ſay you, are you willing to Traverſe? 
A. F. If I may not be permitted to have that 
which I defire, (that is, longer time) I muſt be wil- 


ling to Traverſe, till the next Aſſizes; and that up- 


on this account, That I have ſomething to inform 
thee of, which I did not ſpeak on the laſt time when 
I was brought before thee, viz. The Juſtices, who 
committed me, told me, they had expreſs Order 
from above, but they did not ſhew me the Order, 


neither indeed did I aſk them for it; but I heard 


ſince, that they have given it out in the Country, 
that they had an Order from the Council; others 
ſaid, that they had an Order from the King; the 


Sheriff ſaid, that there was expreſs Order; and alſo 


Juſtice Flemming ſaid, there was an Order from the 
King 


3 
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King and Council: So the Country is inſenſed, that 
I am ſome great Enemy to the King. So I deſire, 
that I may have this Order read, that J may know 
what my Offence is, that I may clear my ſelf. 

Fudge. I will tell you what that Order is: We 
have expreſs Order from the King to put all Laws 
and Statutes in Execution, not only againſt you, 
but all other People, and againſt Papiſts, if they be 

complain'd of. 

M. F. Will that Order give the Juſtices of Peace 
power to fetch me from my on Houſe, to tender 
me the Oath ? — 
Fudge. Mrs. we are all in Love; if they ſay they 

had Order, believe they had one. 1 
II. F. If they have one, let them ſhew it, and then 
I can believe it. | 

Fudge. Come, come, enter your Traverſe. 
M. F. I had rather have had more time, that I 
might have Informed the King concerning theſe 
things. . 
Fudg. You may inform the King in half a Year's 
time. So now let us have your Friend call'd up: 
Then after ſhe was gone down, the Judge call'd her 
back again, and ſaid, If you will put in Bail, you 
may go home, and have your Liberty till the next 
Aſlizes; but you muſt not have ſuch frequent Meet- 
ings. | TE 
2 F. I will rather lie where I am; for, as I told 

you before, I muſt keep my Conſcience clear, for 
Which I ſuffer. | 

And then G. F. was called up the Second time, 

whole Examination is recorded elſewhere. = 


Thie 20th Day of the th Month, 1664. 

At the Afſfizes holden at Lancaſter, Margaret Fell 
brought to the Bar before Fudge Turner, and the 

 Indiftment Read. 


Fudge. Come will you take the Oath? 
AA. F. There is a Clauſe in the Indictment, hot 
EE = . „ 
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the Church-wardens inform'd of ſome things, which 


| ſeem that That ſhould be the Ground or firſt Oc- 
caſion of this Indictment; I deſire to know what 


that Information was, and what the Tranſgreſſion 

was, by which I came under this Law. 
Fudge. Mrs. we are not to diſpute that; you are 

here Indicted, and you are here to Anſwer, and to 


plead to your Indictment. 


A. F. I am firſt to ſeek out the Ground and the 
Cauſe, wherefore I am Indicted; the Law is made 
for the Lawleſs and Tranſgreſſor, and except I be a 
Tranſgreſſor, you have no Law againſt me, neither 
ought you to have Indicted me: For it being that 
the Church-wardens did inform, my Queſtion is, 
What Matter of Fa& did they inform of? For I was 
ſent for from my own Houſe, from amongſt my 
Children and Family, when I was about my out- 
ward Occaſions, and when I was in no Meeting, nei- 
ther was it a Meeting-day. Therefore I deſire to 
know what the firſt Foundation, or Matter of Fa& 
was; for there is no Law againſt the Innocent and 


Righteous; and if I be a Tranſgreſſor, let me know _ 


wherein. : 
Fudge. You ſay well, the Law is made for Tranſ- 
greſſors. But, Miſtreſs, do you go to Church? 
M.F. I do go to Church. | 
Fudge. What Church ? 


J. F. To the Church of Chrift. 


Fudge. But do you go to Church amongſt other 
People? Ye know what I mean. 
A. F. What doſt thou call a Church, the Houſe, 
or the People? The Houſe, ye all know, is Wood 
and Stone. But if thou call the People a Church : 
To that J ſhall anſwer, As for the Church of Eng- 
land that now is, I was gather'd unto the Lord's 


Truth, unto which I now ſtand a Witneſs, which 


Truth was before their Church was a Church; and 
I was ſeparated from the General Worſhip of the 
Nation, when there was another Power up, than 
that which now is, and was perſecuted by that 
6 ĩͤ TH WT Fr mn 
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Power which then was, and ſuffer'd much Hardſhip: ; | 


And would you have us now to deny our Faith and 
Principles, which we have ſuffered for ſo many 
Years? And would you now have us to turn from 
that which we have been Witneſſes of for ſo many 
Years, and turn to your Church contrary to our 
Conſciences ? | 
Fudge. We ſpend time about theſe things; come 
to the matter in hand, what ſay you to the Oath, 
and to the Indictment ? on - 

A. F. I ſay this to the Oath, as I have ſaid in 


this place before now, Chriſt Jeſus hath commanded 


me, not to ſwear at all; and that is the only cauſe, 


and no other; the Righteous Judge of Heaven and 
Earth knows, before whoſe Throne of Juſtice you 


muſt all appear one Day; and his Eye ſees us all, 
and beholds us at this preſent, and he hears and 
ſees all our Words and Actions: And therefore every 


one ought to be ſerious; for the Place of Judgment 


is weighty. And this I do teſtifie unto you here, 
where the Lord's Eye beholds us all, That for the 
Matter or Subſtance of the Oath, and the End for 


which it was intended, I do own one part, and de- | 


ny the other: That is to ſay, I do own Truth and 


ö 
ö 


© - Fits Lo ; — F 
J “7 
e e EOL TS oe "oe 3 Bhs ; 


Faithfulneſs, and Obedience to the King, in all his | 


Juſt and lawful Demands and Commands. I do al- 


ſo deny all Plottings and Contrivings againſt the 


King, and all Popiſn Supremacy, and Conſpiracy; 
and I can no more tranſgreſs againſt King Charles 
in theſe things, than I can diſobey Chriſt Jeſus 
his Commands. And by the ſame Power, and Ver- 
tue of the ſame Word, which hath commanded me 
not to ſwear at all, the ſame doth bind me in my 
Conſcience, that I can neither plot nor contrive a- 
gainſt the King, nor do him, nor any Man upon the 


Earth any wrong: And I do not deny this Oath on- 


ly, becanſe it 1s the Oath of Allegiance; but I deny 
it, becauſe it is an Oath, and becauſe Chriſt Jeſus 
hath ſaid, Swear not at all, neither by Heaven, nor 
by Earth, nor any other Oath, and if I might 12 
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the whole World for ſwearing of an Oath, I could 
not ; and whatever I have to loſe this Day for not 
Swearing of an Oath, I am willing to offer it up. 


Fudge. What ſay you to the Indictment? 


AM. F. What ſhould I fay, I am clear and inno- 


cent of wronging any Man upon the Earth, as my 


little Child that ſtands by me here; and if any 
here have any thing to lay to my Charge, let them 
come down, and teſtifie it here before you all; and 
if I be clear and innocent, you have no Law againſt 


me: You have work enough beſides, if you do not 


meddle with the Innocent, and them that fear the 
Lord. | | | 
Then Colonel Kirby and the Sheriff whiſper'd to 


the Judge; and I look'd up, and ſpoke to Col. Kirby, 


and ſaid, Let us have no whiſpering; I will not 


have ſo many Judges, one of one fide, and another 


of another: Here is one Judge, that is to be Judge. 
And the Judge ſaid, No, I will not heed them. And 
then I called to Colonel Kirby, and ſaid, If thou haſt 
any thing to lay to my Charge, or to ſpeak againſt 
me, come down here, and teſtifie againſt me. And 
TI ſaid, The Judge repreſents the King's Perſon and 


his Power, and that I own. 


Day, is betwixt Chri 


Judge. Jury, take notice, ſhe doth not, take the 
Oath. — | „ 
A. F. This matter is weighty to me, whatſoever 
it is to you, upon many accounts; andTI would have 
the Jury to take notice of it, and to conſider ſeri- 


ouſly what they are going to do: For, Firſt, I ftand 


here before you upon the account of the Loſs of my 
Liberty, and my Eſtate : Secondly, I ſtand here for 
obeying Chriſt's Command, and ſo keeping my Con- 
ſcience clear; which, if Tobey this Law, and King 
Charles's Commands, I defile my Conſcience, and 
tranſgreſs againſt Chriſt Jeſus, who 1s the King of 
my Conſcience; and the Cauſe and the Controverſie 
in this Matter, that you all are to judge of here this 
| Jeſus, and King Charles: and J 

am his Servant, and Witneſs this Day, and this 5 1 
: Cauſe 
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Cauſe, and whatever I ſuffer, it is for him, and ſo 
let him plead my Cauſe when he pleaſeth. 105 
Fudge. Then the Judge ſaid to the Jury, Are you 
all agreed? have you found it? And they ſaid, for 
the King. | : 
M. F. Then I ſpoke to the Judge, and ſaid, J have 


Council to plead to my Indictment; and he ſaid, he 


would hear them afterward, in Arreſt of Judgment. 
So the Court broke up at that time. And after Din- 
ner, when they came again, they intended to have 
called us at the firſt; and they had called G. F. out, 
and was calling of me; and I ſtept up to the Bar, 
and defired the Judge, that he would give us time 
till the next Morning to bring in our Arreſt of Judg- 
ment; and the Judge ſaid at the firſt, we ſhould ; 
and I was ſtepping down to go my way, and the 
Judge call'd me back again, and ſaid, Mrs. Fell, you 


wrote to me concerning your Priſons, that they are 


bad, and rain in, and are not fit for People to lie 


in; and I ſpoke to the Sheriff of it, and the Sheriff 


ſaid, he did not know. I anſwered, The Sheriff did 


know, and hath been told of it ſeveral times; and 
now it is Raining, if you will ſend to ſee at this 


preſent, you may ſee whether they are fit for Peo- 
ple to lie in, or not. And Col. Kirby ſtood up, and 
ſpoke to the Judge, to excuſe the Sheriff, and the 
badneſs of the Room. And I ſpoke to him, and 
ſaid, If you were to lie in it your ſelves, you would 


think it hard; but your Minds are only in Cruelty, 


to commit others, as William Kirby here hath done, 
who hath committed Ten of our Friends, and put 
them into a cold Room, where there was nothing 
but bare Boards to lie upon, where they have lain 
ſeveral Nights, ſome of them old Ancient Men, a- 
bove Threeſcore Years of Age, and known to be 


honeſt Men in their Country where they live. And 


when Villiam Kirby was aſked, why they might not 
have liberty to ſhift for themſelves for Beds : He 
anſwered and ſaid, They were to commit them to 

Prifon, but not to provide Priſons for them. And 
| we 
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we aſked him, who ſhould do it then? He ſaid, The 
King. And then the Judge ſpoke to them, and ſaid, 
They ſhould not do ſo; they ſhould let them have 
Priſons fit for Men: With ſeveral more ſuch like 
> Words. | 
2 Then at that time we were returned to our Cham- 
bers again. And the next Day we were called about 
the 1oth Hour, and I ſtood up to the Bar, and ſaid, 
I have Council here, and named them, that the judge 
might aſſign them to ſpeak. And I faid, I had a 1 
few Words to ſpeak before them: And J ſaid, I did 
ſee all fort of Priſoners, that did appear before the | 
: Judge, received what Mercy the Law would afford ö 
them; but we deſired only to receive ſuſtice and Law. 
And the Judge ſaid, What are we here for elſe? So 
J ſtept down, and the Lawyers ſpoke, and ſhewed ö 
the Judge ſeveral Errors and Defects, and places of 1 
Contradiction and Confuſion in my Indictment; at | 
which he ſeemed to give ear to ſome of them, others 
he ſeemed to wave: But he made a Pauſe, and a 
ſtop, and ſeemed diſlatisfied. And then called G. F. 
and when he came to plead to his Indictment, and 
brought in his Exceptions againſt it, by which it was 
clearly quaſh'd; the Judge ſpoke to the Lawyers, 
and ſaid, he would conſider of thoſe Particulars 
they had ſpoken of to him in my Indictment; and 
he would ſpeak to his Brother Twi/den before he = 
paſſed Judgment upon me; but if I do paſs Judg- 
ment, ſaid he, you may have a Writ of Error. And ' i 
the Lawyers anſwered him again, Will you paſs an = 
erroneous Judgment, my Lord? So, after they had 
called the Grand-Jury, and tendred G. F. the Oath 
again, they returned us to our Chambers, And 
when they had drawn up another Indictment, and 
found it, they called us again in the Afternoon; 
Y and G. F. pleaded Not Guilty to his Indictment, 
and entred his Traverſe. When he had done, the 
Judge ſpoke to me, and ſaid, If ſuch Words had 
been in, which was not in mine, (but it was in 
| G. Fox's, and yet it was neither of thoſe * 
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by which his Indictment was quaſh'd) but if they 


had been in mine, he ſaid he would not have paſſed 
Sentence; but ſeeing they were not there, he paſled 


the Sentence of Premunire againſt me. Then I ſtood 


up, and told him, he had ſaid to my Council, that 
I might have a Writ of Error to Reverſe it. He 
ſaid, I ſhould have what the Law afforded me. So 
I ſaid, the Lord forgive thee for what thou haſt 
done ; for this Law was made tor Popiſh Recuſants, 
but ye paſs Sentence but on few of them. 


To the Magiſtrates and People of Eng- 


land, where this may come. 


XX Hat is the matter with the Chriſtians of our 
= Age, and of our Engliſn Nation, that hath 


been looked upon to be a Garden and a Nurſery in : 


Chriſtianity and Religion beyond all other Nations, 
that have made ſo great profeſſion of God and 
Chriſt, and of the Scriptures; and are they turned 
Perfecutors and Law-makers againſt Chriſtianity ? 
and againſt thoſe that are in the Tame Spirit of God, 
Power and Fellowſhip as they were in, that gave 
forth the Scriptures which the People of England 


profeſs; and are theſe now become the greateſt Ene- 


mies that Eng/and hath? and for no other cauſe, but 


becauſe they worſhip God, and obey Chriſt's Com- 


mand, and abide in his Doctrine, and bear the ſame 


Teſtimony of Truth, and Reſurrection of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, as the Apoſtles did ? And all that they 


do, and act, and ſpeak, and ſuffer for it, is accord- 
ing to Scripture, and nothing that they Suffer for 


is contrary to the Scriptures; are theſe things become 


a Crime in England e and is this the greateſt offence 
that England hath taken with the People of God? 


even becauſe they believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


and obey his Doctrine, Oh zake up a Lamemation 


* 


M. Fell, 
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for England] Surely there is ſome heavy, ſad, and 
grievous Judgment waiting upon her. And is not 
Hardneſs of Heart, and a Reprobate Mind, and a 
Seared Conſcience one of the greateſt Judgments that 


can befall a People? And is not this already ſeized 


upon the Law-makers of England, that have hard- 
ned their Hearts againſt the Lord and his People, 
as if they had no other Enemies but they, who ne- 
ver did them wrong nor hurt, nor never deſired or 


intended any hurt againſt them, but hath ever de- 
fired their good, and peace, and welfare, and that 


they might come to the true Knowlege of the Lord, 
and of his Truth, as it is in Jeſus? Which they 


clearly manifeſt themſelves to be ignorant of, by their 


making of Laws againſt thoſe amongſt them that fear 
God, and worſhip him, and give Glory to his Name, 

. Engliſh-Men and Women, 
nor have they tranſgreſſed any juſt Law of England, 
ſo that they were forced to make one, to make them 
Tranſgreſſors by, though they be of the ſame Re- 
ligion that they themſelves profeſs; they profeſs 


Chriſt and the Scriptures in Words, but thoſe that 


come to the Works of Righteouſneſs, and to believe 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which is the Work of God, 


ſuch they perſecute and make Laws againſt: So that 


zT England appears now, as if it would ſhut Chriſtia- 


nity out of its Dominion. And what will they bring 


in and ſet up next? ſeeing they baniſh out Chriſt 
and his Members, and Servants, and Saints; and ſo 


make them Slaves, that are Free- born Engliſhmen, 
who have been a Bleſſing unto them, and to tlie 


Land wherein they lived, and no hurt to them; and 


it they had given them the liberty of their Con- 
ſciences to have ſerved the Lord God, they might 
have been partakers of the Bleſſing with them: But 


being that they have turned their Hand againſt the 


Lord, and turned their Sword backwards againſt 
the Righteous; e the Lord will plead for this, 


and ſurely there will a Recompence come, For it's 


hard to ſtrive againſt the Lord, and to touch his 
- Anointed, 
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Anointed, and to do his Prophets any harm, when 
they were but few in Number, he reproved Kings 
for their ſake: And he 1s the ſame now, he changes 
not, and his Arm and Power 1s the ſame, and his 
Righteouſneſs is the ſame, which 1s to be revealed 
upon the Head of the Wicked; and he is engaged to 
plead the Cauſe of the Innocent, who hath no Pleader 
in the Earth, and his Eye ſees and beholds all the 
Actions of the Children of Men, and thoſe that act 
againſt him and his Servants, he takes ſpecial notice 


of; and he ſaw the Affliction of his People former- 


ly, when they were afflicted in Agypt, and heard 
their Cries, and knew their Sufferings: And ſurely 
he 1s the ſame now, as he was then; and as he hath 
ſaid himſelf, Inaſmuch as you do it unto my little ones, 
you do it unto me; this he ſaid, when he knew that 
his next Appearance ſhould be in his Saints. And cer- 
tainly thoſe that perſecuted his Saints, even without 
a Law, when they had none, and contrary to ſeve- 
ral Laws of England (as ſeveral of the Servants of 
the Lord have ſuffered) hath Chriſt's Servants been 


| perſecuted by thoſe that were in Power formerly; 


and they that did this, and they that make new 
Laws, certainly if Chriſt and the Apoſtles had been 
and were upon the Earth, they would have done the 
{ame unto them. But all theſe things the Lord hath 


taken notice of, and they are written where they 


cannot be blotted out: And all the Righteous Blood, 
that hath been ſhed ſince Abel, and all the Saints 
Sufferings in all Ages, the Lord hath taken notice 
of; and all thoſe Chriſtians in theſe latter times, 
where ſeveral have been impriſoned to Death for 
the Chriſtian Faith; all this the Lord hath in ever- 


laſting Remembrance, and when he comes to make 


Inquiſition for the Blood of his Saints and Servants, 
it will be a hard and a ſad Day for the Acters and 
Fighters againſt God. | | 
So all ye Chriſtian Magiſtrates, beware what ye 
do, and keep your Hands ont of Blood, and Perſe- 
cution of the Innocent; and let that which is paſt 
- 1 ſuffice, 
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ſuffice, for ye will find it heavy enough; and for the 
time to come, dread and fear the Lord God of Heaven 
and Earth, that hath all your Lives and Breath in 
his Hand, to give and take away at his pleaſure; 
and do not that which may incur the Lord's Diſ- 
_ pleaſure againſt you, by making Children father- 
leſs, and Wives widows, as there are already ſeveral 
in England at this day; it's better for you to offend 
Man than God, and ſo endanger your Immortal Souls. 
So mind that which concerns your Eternal Peace, 
and the Eternal Welfare of your Souls: And this I 
am moved of the Lord to forewarn you of, leſt you 
bring Woe and Miſery on your Souls, and a general 
Judgment on the whole Land ; and this is true Love 
unto you, and my Deſire of your general Peace and 
Good. And remember that you were warned from 

a Priſoner of the Lord in Lancaſter- Caſtle. 


The 7th Day of the | ; 
ath Month, 1664. b Margaret Fell 


An Epiſtle to the Flock of God, where- 
ever they are diſperſed upon the Earth, 
where this may come, who are Called, 
and Gathered, and Separated from the 
World, and their Ways gd Worſhips, 
to bear Teſtimony for the Lord God, 
againſt their Deceit and Decerveable- 
neſs, which all the Worſhips of the 
World hagh lain in, in the dark Night © 
of Apoſtacy. 6M 
- MY Dearly-Beloved Friends and Brethren, in'the 
> Everlaſting Unity and Fellowſhip of the Goſ- 
pel of Peace, which is n unto all _ 


— 


/ 


I | 
ſhall receive it, and which hath been Glad-Tidings 


_ unto you, who have received it; of which Goſpel | 
none need be aſhamed, for it is the Power of God 


unto Salvation unto every one that believes. And 


in the Unity of this Faith, and Fellowſhip of this 


Goſpel, do I write unto you, as unto dear and near 


Members of this Body, the Church, whereof Chriſt 


| Jeſus is the Head, and hath given himſelf for it, 
that he might make it a Glorious Church, without 


Spot or Wrinkle, who is aſcended far above all Hea- 
vens, and was glorified with the Father before the 


World began, and hath all Power in Heaven and 


Earth committed unto him, and who hath trodden 


down Principalities and Powers; and Angels and 


Authorities are ſubject unto him; ſo that none of 
you need to fear what Man can do, who receives his 


Breath and Being from the Lord of Heaven and 
Earth, who hath all their Hearts in his Hand, and 


can turn them at his pleaſure. . 
Oh my dearly- beloved Friends, ſtand fait in the 


Liberty wherewith Chriſt Jeſus hath made you free; 


and beware of being intangled again into Bondage! 
Oh! is it not Liberty unto you, to be from under 
the Yoke of the Oppreflors, and to be from having 
your Conſciences bound, under the Wills of Men, , 
and to be freed from having your Conſciences ſub- 
ject to the Beggarly Rudiments and Carnal Ordi- 
nances, ſet up by Men, and eſtabliſhed by Men's 
Laws, contrary,o the Law of God, and contrary 
unto Chriſt, an#® his Apoſtles, witnelling forth in 
the Scriptures ; and alſo contrary to the Light of 
Chriſt, the Witneſs of God in your own Conſciences. 
Oh! prize this Liberty, which the Lord Jefus Chriſt 
hath manifeſted unto you; and prize the bleſſed Vi- 
litation of the Lord's Love, in makigg known unto 
you his Way and Truth, and opening unto you that 
which hath been ſhut in the Night of Apoſtacy, the 
Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt being made maniteſt in 
wy Conſciences, and the Law of the New Covenant 
110g written in your Hearts, which you have read 

| | | 13; 
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in; which Law, and Teſtimony, and Book, hath 
been ſealed in the Night of Apoſtacy, and hath been 
hid from Generations paſt, but hath been revealed 
unto you by his Spirit : Glory to the Lord for ever ! 
Oh prize this Matchleſs Love, which is precious Li- 
berty indeed. | | 3 

The whole Creation hath long groaned under the 
 Burthen of Oppreſſion and Corruption; the Redemp- 
tion out of which, is thorough Chriſt Jeſus, by the 
Operation of his Spirit; and they who are guided 
by his Spirit, are his Sons: And the Redemption of 
the Body is through waiting in the Spirit of Adop- 
tion, whereby every Member may call God Father: 
For the Church 1s in God, and he 1s the Father of 
it. And ſo you that abide in the Spirit, and are 

gather'd in the Spirit, and drink together into the 
Spirit, and are baptized into it; here you are in the 
precious Liberty of the Children of God, and are 
taught of him, and eſtabliſhed in his Truth and 
Righteouſneſs; and the Lord is your Shepherd, and 
Chriſt Jeſus is your everlaſting High Prieſt of your 
Profeſſion, and the Biſhop of your Souls; and ſo 
becomes your Leader, and your Guider and Ruler: 
And ſo the Lord is your King, and your Lawgiver, 
and your Judge. And ſo here is Glorious and Pre- 
cious Liberty, you that come hither to be ordered 
and governed, under the Power and Dominion of 
Chriſt, and to be tranflated into the Kingdom of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, from under the Power and Domi- 
nion of Antichriſt: This is Precious indeed. And 
what if this be obtained through ſome Sufferings, 
and Hardſhips, and Tryals? how ſhould it be other- 
wiſe? ſince the Gentiles exerciſe Lordſhip one over 
another, how thould Babylon part with her Children 
quietly ? It is not like but there ſhould be Oppoſition 
and Wars betwixt thoſe two Kingdoms; the Kingdom 
of Antichriſt, and Darkneſs, and Opprethon, and Ty- 
ranny ; and the Kingdom of Chriſt, which is in the 
Light, Power, Righteouſneſs and Peace, Freedom 
and Liberty, ds p 1 | 

. . L 2 Oh 
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Oh! Conſider him that -hath gone before you, 


who thought it no Robbery to be equal with God; 
yet he made himſelf of no Reputation, and took 


2 PAC * 2 * — 


upon him the form of a Servant, and in that ge 


humbled himſelf to the Death of the Croſs; for” © 


which Cauſe God hath given him a Name above e- 
very Name, to which every Knee muſt bow, and 
every Tongue confeſs unto this Name. And ſo now 
as you are gathered into this Name, bow unto this 


Name, and confeſs unto this Name; but bow to no 


other, nor confeſs to any other before Men, leſt Chriſt 


Jeſus deny you before his Father which is in Hea- 


ven, and you be found Tranſgreſſors againſt him; 
then will your Condition be fad, and your Reward 
be heavy, and your Spirits will come into Bondage 
again, which you will find more grievous, than 
any outward Perſecution or Suffering can be; for 
the very Life of the Righteous ſtands in the Spiritual 
Freedom and Dominion: For to keep out of Diſo— 


bedience and Tranſgreſſion, and keeping the Con- 


ſcience clear, there is the Spirit free; and there is 
Dominion and Power in the Truth of the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, over all the Powers of Darkneſs: For as you. 
abide and continue in the Truth, it will make you 


free, and whom the Son makes free, they are per- 
fectly free indeed, though there may be outward 
Bonds, or outward Laws executed upon them; yet 
in the Lord they are free, and have Peace and Do- 


* - 


minion in him, | | 
And io dear Friends above all mind your Spiritual 
Freedom, and your Spiritual Reward, which will 


be ſire to be received, according to every one's 


Deeds done in the Body; he that doth good Deeds 
in the Body, will receive good; He that doth Evil 


Deeds in the Body, he ſhall receive his Reward ac- 


cordingly. And fo it nearly concerns all you that 
have given up your Names unto the Lord, and are 
engaged in the Lamb's Spiritual War, to be Faithful 
unto him; for if you be not, you will turn Enemies 
fo your own Souls, aud his Hand, and Arm, and 
| %% (( ĩͤ egy 
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Power will turn againſt you, and then, whether can 
you fly from his Preſence? Therefore keep Faithful 
to the Lord God, and his Truth, and make War in 
Righteouſneſs, and give your Backs to the Smiter, 
and your Cheeks to them that pull off the Hair; 
it is but for an Hour, ſtand it out, the Lamb ſnall 


have the Victory. And mind the Glory and the 


Honour of Chriſt Jeſus your Lord and Maſter, more 


than your outward Privileges, and follow him, whe- 


therſoever he goeth, follow him through the Regene- 
ration, and Waſhing, where you will come to be 
cleanſed, and made clean through Tribulations, 


your Garments will be made White through the Blood 


of the Lamb; Chriſt Jeſus was made Perfect through 
Sufferings, and who comes to Perfection it muſt be 
through the Sufferings by that which is Imperfect, 


which will be done away, and have an end; but 


that which is Perfect, will endure and remain for 


. eVeTr.. 


And fo prize this precious Pearl, and ſell it not, 


but rather ſell all for it, and keep it as your chief- 


eſt Treaſury: Your Redemption and Perfection hath 
been purchaſed at a dear Kate; no corruptible Pe- 
riſhing Thing could purchaſe it; but the precious 
Blood of Chriſt Jeſus, who hath given himſelf a 
Ranſom for you: Let this precious Redemption, be 
precious unto you, and value not the Sufferings of 
this preſent time with it; for they are not worthy 


to be compared to it. And now ſeeing that the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt is come, that you might have Life, 
and that you might have 1t more ahundantly : Oh! 


keep unto him, and to the Teſtimony of him in you, 


that he hath written in your Hearts, and abide there 
with him; for you are nearunto him, and have coſt 
him dear: For he hath not left you Comfortleſs, 
but he 1s come to you 1n his Spirit, believe in him, 
.and aſk of him the Living Water which he gives, 
and it will be in you a Well ſpringing up to Eternal 
Life; ſo that out of your Bellies will flow Rivers of 
Living Water: Here is the true Treaſure, here is 
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the deſirable durable Riches, far ſurpaſſing all 
created Things. | 
And ſo my dearly beloved Friends, in the Bowels 
of tender and hearty Love, do I deſire and beſeech 
you, to be true and faithful to the Lord God, and 
to his Truth, and to your own Souls in this his Day, 


Faith fails not, but abides the fiery Tryal, which 
is to try every one's Faith; and the Faith which is 
1 is much more Precious than Gold that periſh- 
eth. | | Ss 

So the God of Power, of Strength, and of Wiſ- 
dom, whoſe Arm is the Strength, and the Deliverer, 
and the Preferver of his People, keep you all, who 
will be ſure to be Faithful, and Dear, and Tender 
to all thoſe that are True and Faithful unto him. 


the Power of the Lord God, and chooſe the better 
Part; that ſo the Ele& Seed may obtain its Inherit- 
ance, even the Immortal Crown of Life and Righ- 
teouſneſs, and in that you may all have Dominion, 
being nothing terrified by your Adverſaries. And 
as the Apoſtle ſaith, it is a faithful Saying, and 
worthy of all Acceptation, If we ſuffer with him, we 


deny us, if we believe in him, be is Faithful and Fuſt, 
and cannot deny himſelf. 


Lancafter-Caitle the 7th ot 
the 4th Month, 1664. 


ne Ge eee 4 


which may be a Day of Tryals for Satan deſires to 
winnow and ſift you; but bleſſed are you, whoſe 


And Bleſſed and Happy are all you that fit down in 


Hall alſo Reign with bim; If we deny bim, he alſo will 


From your Friend and Siſter in the Lord, 


A. Fell. 
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An Epiſile of M. Fell's to all Friends 
Priſoners at London and Briſtol, and 
elſewhere, in 1664. 

Y dearly beloved Brethren and Siſters in the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who are become Sufferers for 
the Lord's Truth, and for the Teſtimony of his Name; 


which many of the Princes of this World never 
knew in Times or Ages paſt; but forbad to ſpeak and 
preach in that Name, upon Pain and Penalties, and 


Sufferings, and ſo they Crucified the Lord of Glory. 
And ſo this Generation now forbids to meet and 
Worſhip in the Name and Power of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, to which Name every Knee muſt Bow, and 
Tongue Confeſs to him, though they now ftrive and 
contend againſt his Word and Work, which he is 
Working and bringing to paſs in this his Day; but 
they know not what they do; for Perſecution was 


always Blind, being ſet againſt that which ſhould 


open the Eye of their Minds, and Underſtandings, 
by which they might come to ſee the Lord, and his 
precious Truth, and his great Work that he is work- 
ing, who is building up the Ruins of Sion, and the 
Walls of Feruſalem, and raiſing up the Tabernacle 
to David, and making up the Breaches thereof, and 
bringing his Church forth of the Wilderneſs, which 
was a Place prepared for her, for one Thouſand two 
Hundred and Threeſcore Days. And now her Man- 
child that was caught up unto God, is coming to 
Rule all Nations with his Rod of Iron, and to break 


to Pieces his Enemies, like a Potter's Veſlel, in 


which he will make them all to know, that the moſt 
High ruleth in the Kingdoms of Men: So that he is 
Lord of Heaven, and alſo of Earth,. and he is com- 
ing to fulfil and perform his Noble Decrees; So that 


his Will may be done on Earth, as it is in Heaven. 
According to the Petition that he taught his Piſci- 


ples. 


I] 
ples. And his great and mighty Work, is he coming 
to work in the Earth; fo, that Bleſſed and Happy 


are all they that keep the Word of God, and the 


Teſtimony of Jeſus, and follow the Lamb continual - 
ly, who ſits upon the White Horſe, and in Righte- 
ouſneſs doth he make War. 5 


Oh! My dearly beloved in the Lord, my Love is 


very dearly and Everlaſtingly in the were, of 
Life remember'd unto you; and we are rejoiced, and 
can praiſe the Lord for your Valiant Sufferings : 
Ye ſtand contending for the Faith, that was once 
delivered to the Saints, by which all the Elders be- 
fore you obtained a good Report, through which 
you underſtand, that the Worlds were made by the 
Word of God, for which Word is your Teſtimony ; 
In which you may ftand ſurely and perfectly, in 
the Inviſible Word, which made thoſe things that 


do viſibly appear; on this Foundation you are ſure: 


Being rooted and grounded in him, by whom all 
Things were made and created, whoſe Name is 
called The Word of God; you may be aſſured, that 
he hath Power over his handy Works, as the Potter 
hath Power over his Clay: Therefore fear not Man, 
(who hath received Life and Breath from the Lord ) 
whom he Over-rules, and will Over-power, though 
'they know him not. And not a Sparrow falls to 
the Ground (fo concerning you) without the Lord: 
And you are of more value than many Sparrows. 


And though the Veſſels of Wrath and Potſherds . 


cumber themſelves, and take Counſel together a- 
gainſt the Lord and his Anointed. He that ſits in 
Heaven even Laughs, the Lord hath them in Deri- 
lion, he will ſpeak unto them in his Wrath, and 
vez them in his ſore Diſpleaſure, and ſet his King 


upon his Holy Hill of Sion; that he may aſk the 


Heathen for his Inheritance, and the uttermoſt Parts 
of the Earth for his Poſſeſſion 
And ſo my dearly beloved in the Lord and Savi- 
our Jeſus Chriſt, ſtand ſtill rooted and grounded in 
him; for you have his Light to enlighten you e 
1 | and 
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and you have his Arm and Power to uphold you, 
and to ſtrengthen you in the greateſt time of Tryal. 
And you have his Holy Spirit to lead you and to 
guide you into all Truth, which receives of him. 
and gives unto you, and you have the Faith of the 
Son of God; by which the Apoſtles and all the 
Saints lived, and fought the good Fight, and ob- 
tained the Victory: The ſame by which Arabam 
= offer'dup his Son, an Offering which was accepted: 
By which Faith Enoch was Tranſlated; by which 
Faith Moſes for ſook the Pleaſures of Egypr, and 
chuſed rather to ſuffer Perſecution with the People 
of God; through which Faith the Valiants of I/rae/ 


in former Days, ſubdued Kingdoms, quenched the 
Violence of Fire, ſtopped the Mouths of Lyons, put 


to flight the Armies of the Aliens, through which 
Faith you have acceſs to God: So here is the Ar- 


mour and Shield of the Saints, which binds Kings in 


Chains, and their Nobles in Fetters of Iron: And 
the Weapons of their Warfare are Spiritual and not 
Carnal. And ſo in this Power and Spirit, my dearl 
beloved in the Lord, you being all found Faithful 
unto his great Name and Majeſty, and true Subjects of 
his Kingdom, which is not of this World; you will 
find that he is made higher than the Kings of the 
Earth; who is the King Immortal, who is now re- 
vealed unto us, to be the only Potentate, who hath 
Immortality and dwells in the Light, into which 
he gathers all his Saints, Servants and Children, 
into Unity and Fellowſhip one with another, where 
they all ſit down together, in Peace and Quietneſs, 
in the Heavenly Places in Chriſt Jeſus, where none 
can make them afraid. 
And ſo here is his Glorious and Pure Church, and 
Houſe of Facob, which is his Building, over which 
he Rergns for ever: So the Father is your Huſband- 
man, and you are his Huſbandry ; ſo that we have 
a City whoſe builder and maker is God; and ſo you 
are God's Building, which is made of Living Stones, 
where he takes delight to dwell, and where rn 20 
ST 1 |  TeNce 
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ſence ſhines for ever, who hath given himſelf for 
his Church, that he might make it a Pure anda a 
Holy Church, not having Spot nor Wrincle nor any * 
ſuch thing: So dear Hearts, ye are purged, ye are 
waſhed, and cleanſed, and purified through Suffer- | 
ings; for in that he was a Son, yet learned he Obe- 
dence by the things that he ſuffered ; and being made 
Perfect, he became the Author of Eternal Salvation, 
unto all them that obey him, and follow his Steps: 
And ſo think it nat ſtrange, concerning the fiery 
Tryals that is to try you; but rejoice, inaſmuch as 
Te are made Partakers of Chriſt's Sufferings, and if 
you be reproached for the Name of Chriſt, Happy |. 
are ye; for therein the Spirit of Glory and of Power 
reſts upon you : And in this ye have a cloud of Wit- 
neſſes; and therein have Unity with the Saints in 
Light, and with Chriſt Jeſus your Lord and Maſter : 


Wherefore gird up the Loins of your Minds, and 


hope unto the End: For he that called you is Holy 


and Pure, and True and Faithful, is he that hath 


promiſed: And ſo caſt your Care upon the Lord of 


Heaven and Earth; for he careth for you: Give up 


freely unto his good Will and Pleaſure; for we have | 
not ſuch an High-Prieſt as cannot be touched with | 
the Sufferings and Infirmities of his People: Bur |} 
hath freely declared, that what they do unto his 
little Ones, they do unto him: So he having taken 
part of the ſame with you, you may all be ſtrong 
in his Power and Might, and Courageous for him, in 


this Day and Hour of Suffering; through which . 


vou will obtain the Crown of Righteouſneſs: And 
10 in this my dear Love is freely given unto you all, 
who have had a perfect Senſe of your Sufferings : 
And my Lite, and Bowels of Love is freely poured 
torth unto the Lord, for the Preſervation, and keep- 
ing of you all in his own Name, and in his own 
Light, and Life, and Power ; where his Preſence and 
Lite may reſt upon you for ever. | 

From your dear Friend and Siſter in the Lord. 


Lancaſter-Caſte, the 11th of * | | 
the 11th Month, 1664, | M. Fell. 
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1 POSTSCRIPT. 


Strong in the Mighty God, and nothing terrified 
with your Adverſaries, which to them is Condemna- 


and Threats of Baniſnment: For they cannot baniſh 
you from the Coaſts and Sanctuary of the Living 
God, as you abide in God's Covenant of Light, and 


Spirit; which joins all his Saints and Members unto 


that meaſures the Temple and the Altar, and they 
that worſhip therein: So that the Deſtroyer cannot 
come here to tread; ſo here you are ſafe in a quiet 
Habitation, where the Preſence of the Lord God is, 
and his Covenant reaches, and his Salvation to the 
Ends of the Earth: And he ſees the Intentions of 
his Enemies, and their Violence and Cruelty, and 
be Records it in Everlaſting Remembrance; yet 
they muſt not paſs beyond the Bounds and Limits 


that he ſets; for he ſtops them, and ſtays them at his 
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M, Fell, 


This was written in the Time of the Ad of 
Bamſhment. | 1 
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My dearly Beloved, in the entireſt Love, be 


tion; but to you Comfort: Nor with their Laws, 


Life, and Peace, and in the Unity of the Eternal 


the Lord: Here you are within the Meaſuring-Line, 
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5 A Call to the Univerſal Seed of & O D, 


| bo Throughout the whole World, 1 
. To come up to the Spiritual Worſhip, which © 


„ up, who took not upon him the Nature 

| of Angels, but the Seed of Abraham, 
N whereby he comes to raiſe up Man out = 
of Adam's fallen State, into a State 
that ſhall never fall, | 


| Chriſt e ſus the great Prophet hath ſet 3 


4 | Hriſt Jeſus, the great and laſt Monarch, who is 
1 S made higher than the Kings of the Earth, be- 
| fore whom they muſt all caſt down their Crowns, 
WY and bow at his Name; He that is an everlaſting = 


High Prieſt for ever, remaining continually ; he hath 
ſet up the Worſhip of God in the Spirit, ſaying, God 
zs a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip + 
bim in the Spirit, and in the Truth : The hour cometh, © 
and now is, when the true Worſhippers ſhall worſhip 
the Father in the Spirit and in Truth; for the Father 
Jeeketh ſuch to worſhip him, John 4. 23, 24. And this 
is he fulfilling, according to the Word that I/aiah 
the Son of Amos ſaw concerning Judah and Feruſa- 
lem, And it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt days, that 
the Mountain of the Houſe of the Lord ſhall be eſta- 
bliſhed on the top of the Mountains, and ſhall be exalt- 
ed above the Hille, all Nations ſhall flow unto it; and 

many People ſhall go and ſay, Come, and let us go up- 
to the Mountain of the Lord, to the Houſe of the God 
of Facob, and he will teach us of his Ways, and we will 
walk in bis Paths : For out of Zion ſhall go forth the 
Lato, and the Word of the Lord ſjrom Feruſalem, Iſa. 2. 
When Jeſus came to the City of Samaria, _ 5 

OD calle 
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"_— Ee 
called Sichar, near to the parcel of Ground which | 
Jacob gave to his Son Foſeph, where Jacob's Well was; | 
and ſitting down there, being wearied, the Woman of 
? Samaria coming to draw Water, he ſaid, Give me 0 
to drink; but the Woman perceiving him to be a 
Few, ſaid, Why aſkeſt thou Drink of me, who am 0 
sa Woman of Samaria? for the Fews have no Dealings A 
with the Samaritans. Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto 
her, If thou kneweſt the Gift of God, and who it is 
that faith unto thee, give me to drink; thou would'ſt 
have aſked of him, and he would have given thee 
living Water. The Woman faith unto him, Sir, 
thou haſt nothing to draw with, and the Well is 
deep; from whence then haſt thou that living Wa- 
ter? art thou greater than our Father Facob, who 
gave us the Well? The Woman looked that he had 
the living Water out of that Well which ſhe was 
going to draw out of: But Jeſus anſwered and ſaid 
unto her, Whoſoever drinketh of this Water, ſhall 
thirſt again; but whoſoever drinketh of the Water 
which I ſhall give him, ſhall never thirſt; but the 
Water which I thall give him, ſhall be in him a Well — 
of Water ſpringing up to Eternal Life. Then the E 
Woman deſired of that Water, and ſaid, Sir, I per- | 
ceive thou art a Prophet; becauſe he had told her 
all that ever ſhe did. She ſaid, Our Fathers wor- 
ſhipped in this Mountain, and ye ſay at Jeruſalem 
is the place where Men ought to worſhip. So that 
there was a difference about the Place of Worſhip 
= between the Jews and Samaritans, ſhe looking upon 
lieſus to be a Few. Jeſus ſaith unto her, Woman be- 
Heve me, the Hour cometh, and now is, when ye 
{hall neither in this Mountain, nor yet at Feruſalem, 
worſhip the Father: Le worſhip ye know not what, 
we know what we worſhip ; Salvation is of the Fews, 
The Woman ſaith unto him, I know the Meffah com- 
eth, who is called the Chriſt, when he cometh, he 
will tell us all things. Jeſus ſaith unto her, I that 
ſpeak unto thee am he. 


This, 


— 


„ 5 
This the bleſſed Meſſiah was pleaſed to commu— 
nicate to a Woman; and when his Diſciples came 
unto him, and would have him to eat; but he ſaid 
unto them, I have Meat to eat ye know not of. 
They ſaid, Hath any brought him ought to eat? 
Jeſus ſaid unto them, My Meat is to do the Will of 


him that ſent me, and to finiſh his Work; and he 


that reapeth, receiveth Wages, and gathereth Fruit 
unto Life Eternal; that both he that ſoweth, and 
he that reapeth, receiveth Wages together. And ſo 
many of the Samaritans of the City believed on him, 
and beſought him that he would tarry with them; 
and he abode with them two Days: And here, unto 
this Woman, he opened the Everlaſting Fountain and 
Secrets of the great Deep, which runs freely, which 
he alſo preached amongſt the eus, John 75. In the 
laſt Day, the great Day of the Feaſt, Jeſus ſtood up 
and cryed, ſaying, If any Man thirſt, let him come 
unto me and drink; he that believeth on me, out 
of his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living Water: This 
he ſpoke of the Spirit, which they that believed on 


him ſhould receive, which the Apoſtles received ac- 


cordingly, and thoſe that believed on him, and a- 
bode in his Doctrine, received and lived in, and 


there did they receive the Revelation of the Myſte- | 


ry of Godlineſs. And when Jeſus preached to the 
Fews, that followed him to ſee Miracles, and to eat 
Loaves, he bad them, not labonr for the Meat that 
periſhed, but for the Meat that endureth unto Ever- 
laſting Life, which the Son of Man ſhall give unto 
you; for him hath God the Father ſealed. But the 
unbelieving Fews aſked him for a Sign, and ſaid, 
Their Fathers did eat Manna in the Deſart, and ſaid, 


. 


he gave them Bread from Heaven. Then Jeſus ſaid 


unto them, Verily I fay unto you, Moſes gave you 
uot that Bread, but my Father giveth unto you the 
true Bread; for the Bread of God is he that cometh 
down from Heaven, and giveth Life unto the World, 
And then he ſaid, I am the Bread of Life; and this 
is the Father's Will, who hath ſent me, that of all 
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which he hath given me, I ſhould loſe nothing, but 
ſhould raiſe it up at the laſt Day; and this 1s the 


Will of him that ſent me, that every one that ſeeth 


the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlaſting 
Life, and I will raiſe him up at the laſt Day. 

And ſo this is the Work of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that he hath taken upon him, who is the Rock and 


Corner - Stone, and Foundation and Beginning of the 
great Building, the Creation of God, the Firſt and 
the laſt, the elected Precious Stone, that is laid in 
Zion, that layeth true Judgment to the Line, and 


Righteouſneſs to the Plummet; which Adam, the 
firſt Man which was made a living Soul by the 
Breath of God, fell from, and loſt his Righteouſneſs, 
loft his Holineſs, and his Innocency and Beauty, and 
his Dominion, which he had over all the Handy- 


works of God, and his Glory he loſt, and became 


deformed, and became miſerable and naked; and ſo 
he and his Wife came under the Curſe, and the Earth 
became curſed for their ſakes, and the Serpent alſo; 
and ſo they became Labourers and Toylers in it, for 
it was to bring forth Briars and Brambles, and they 
were to work and to toyl in the Sweat of their 
Brows, to maintain an outward Livelihood; but to 
recover their former Eſtate and Condition, they were 
deprived of, and drove out from the Preſence of the 
Lord, and ſhut out of the Garden, and the Flaming 
Sword ſet at the Eaſt- ſide thereof, the Sun- ſide, ſo 


that there can none enter back again, but thoſe that 


come thorough the Sword of the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God; and all this came upon them through 
their hearkening to the Voice of the Tempter, who 
was a Lyar and a Murtherer from the beginning, 
and looking out from the Command and Word of 


the Lord, which he had given them, which was, 


that they ſhould not eat of that Tree, which the 
Enemy made it their Temptation to eat; they be- 
lieving him, that they ſhould be as Gods, more than 
the Lord, who had ſaid unto them, that in the day 
they did eat thereof, they ſhould die; which im- 
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only into the State they were in before, but into a 


| Eo : | 
mediately was fulfilled upon them, they being Tranſ- 
greſſors and Diſobeyers of the Lord's Command, 
and Death reigned over them, and fo durſt not a- 
bide in his fight, but hid themſelves. But the 
Lord's infinite Bounty had a ſecret Reſerve in his 
bleſled Boſom, and knew how to recover them, not 


State which {hall never fall, even by Chriſt Jeſus, 


the ſecond Adam, the Lord from Heaven, the Quick- | 


ning Spirit, whom the ſame Enemy did aſſault and 
tempt ; but he had no part in him, ſo he never en- 


tred into his Temptation, when he was in the great- 
eſt Sufferings ; but he had him under him, and made 
him to avoid at his Word, ſaying, Get thee hence, 
Satan, for it is written, Thou ſhalt worthip the Lord“ 
thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve, Mat. 4. 


When he would have had him to fall down to wor- 
{hip him, and alſo when he ſet him on a Pinacle of 
the Temple, and would have had him cait himſelf 
down; he anſwering, ſaid, It is written, Thou ſhalt not 


tempt the Lord thy God. So that Chriſt, in the Power of 


the Almighty, hath travell'd through and overcome 
Death, and him that hath the Power of Death, 
which is the Devil; and ſo now he is become the 
Reſurrection and the Life of Men; and whoſoever 


believes on him ſhall be ſaved: For he is the Hope 


of the Reſurrection of Mae l, and the Raiſer up of 


the Tabernacle of David, and according unto the 


Promiſe of the Lord unto Mary by the Angel, who 
ſaid ; Behold, thou ſhalt conceive in thy Womb, and 
bring forth a Son, and ſhalt call his Name Jeſus; 


he ſhall be great, and ſhall be called the Son of the 
Higheſt, and the Lord ſhall give unto him the 


Throne of his Father David, and he ſhall Reign over 
the Houſe of Jacob for ever, and of his Kingdom 
there ſhall be no end. He is alſo given for a Light 
to the Gentiles, that he may be the Salvation to the 
Ends of the Earth; by whom Faphet 1s enlarged to 
dwell in the Tents of Shem, and unto whom the Ga- 


thering is, who is the Miniſter of the true Circum- 


cCiſion, 
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d. ciſion, Rom. 15. Wherefore receive ye one another, 
a- as Chriſt alſo received us, to the Glory of God; I 
ne ſay, that Jeſus Chriſt was a Miniſter of the Circum- 
is ciſion for the Truth of God to confirm the Promiſes 


bt made unto the Fathers, and that the Gentiles might 
a _ glorifie God for his Mercy; and fo all Fews and 
s, Gentiles, who believe in his Light, receive of his 
Mercy, and come to be raiſed, and gathered, and 
d. redeemed into his everlaſting Covenant, Chriſt Jeſus, 
Who is elected and choſen of God, and precious, 
who was glorified with the Father before the World 


DA 
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le began, him hath he made Heir of all things, and 
> | the Propitiation for the Sins of the whole World; 
d } by him, and in him, and through him, is the Re- 
1. ſtoration, and Redemption, and Building up again, 
out of the fallen State of loſt Adam, and of all Man- 


f kind in the Fall: And he it is that the Lord pro- 
Gd miſed to that end unto Adam in the beginning, when 
; Þ they had tranſgreſs'd againſt his Word, by hearken- 
f BK ing to the Serpent; and the Lord God ſaid unto'the 
> & Woman, What is this that thou haſt done? And the 

Woman ſaid, The Serpent beguiled me, and I did 
eat. And the Lord God ſaid unto the Serpent, Be- 


. cauſe thou haſt done this, thou art curſed above all 
i Cattle, and above all the Beaſts of the Field ; upon 
p thy Belly ſhalt thou go, and Duſt ſhalt thou eat all 
5 the Days of thy Life; and I will put Enmity be- 
| _ tween thee and the Woman, and between thy Seed 
and her Seed, and it {ſhall bruiſe thy Head, &c. 
Gen. 3. And ſo by this Seed, Chriſt Jeſus, is the 
Serpent's Power broken down ; and all the Promiſes 
are in him, Yea and Amen: He is the firſt Fruits of 

them that Sleep, and the firſt Begotten from the 
Dead, the firſt Born of every Creature; by whom 
the Worlds were made in the beginning, by whom 
alſo that which was loſt is reſtored, and that which 

was broken down, is builded up again, and renewed 
up into a better State than Adam was in before he 
fell, into a State that will ſtand and endure for ever, 
of whoſe Kingdom, and Dominion, and Government 
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there ſhall never be end, the great and the laſt Mo- 
narch, whoſe Kingdom is not of this World, nor an 
Earthly Kingdom, but whoſe Kingdom 1s an Ever- 
laſting Kingdom, who brings an Everlaſting Righte- 
ouſneſs; and ſo all the whole Seed of the whole Bo- 
dy, which is his Church, do ariſe from the Dead, 
and Chriſt gives them Light, and that they may 
return back again towards Zion, that the moſt High 
may Rule in the Kingdoms of Men, and that the 

Lord may become the Teacher of all his People; 
and ſuch turn from their Idol Shepherds, and from 
their blind Guides, that kept them in Blindneſs an 
Ignorance, and in their fallen Eſtate. 1 


Now the Lord Jeſus is come, ſo that thoſe that 
have long ſitten in Darkneſs, may ſee great Light, 


and thoſe that have been under the Region of the 
Shadow of Death, upon them the glorious Light 


hath and will now ſhine: For the Root is ſprung |. 


out of the Stem of Je, and his Branch grows up, 
and the Spirit of the Lord reſts upon him, the Spi- 


rit of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, the Spirit of 


Counſel and of Might, the Spirit of Knowledge and 
of the Fear of the Lord; and the Lord hath ſet his 
Hand again the ſecond time, to recover the Rem- 
nant of his People; for he hath ſet him up as an En- 
ſign to the Nations, and ſhall aſſemble the Outcaſts 
of Iſrael, and gather together the Diſperſed of Judah 
from the four Corners of the Earth, and the Lord 


{hall utterly deſtroy the Tongue of the Egyptian Sea, 1 


and with his mighty Wind {ſhall he ſhake his Hand 
over the River, and ſmite it in the ſeven Streams 
thereof, that Men may go over dry-ſhod. For Ba- 
bylon the Great 1s come up into Remembrance with 
the Lord, ſo that the Day of her Judgment is come; 


and the Angel, that hath great Power, ſo that the 


Earth is lighted with his Glory, and cryeth mightily 
with aloud Voice, ſaying, Babylon the Great is fallen, 
is fallen, and is become the Habitation of Devils; 
therefore come out of her, my People, and be not 
Partakers of her Sins, that ye receive not of her 

| Plagues. 
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Plagues. Let all People fear the Lord, and dread 
him that made Heaven and Earth, the Fountains 
and Rivers of Waters; and let their Hearts and 
Minds be turned to the Lord God, his Light in their 

Conſciences, whereby they may turn from their 
dark and fallen State, to follow Chriſt Jeſus, (and 


| ſo not to abide in Darkneſs) who is come to teach 


them himſelf, and is riſen in the Hearts of all Peo- 
ple; ſo that whoſoever will, they may come to the 


1 Fountain of Life freely, if they will come to the 


Light of Chriſt Jeſus, which ſhines in their Hearts, 
and to the Spirit which he hath put in their Inward 
Parts. Here 1s the place of publick Worſhip, which 
Chriſt Jeſus hath ſet up ; here 1s the Mountain of 
the Houſe of the Lord eftabhſhed on the top of all 
outward Mountains, and exalted above all outward 
Hills, and hitherto muſt all Nations flow, and all 
the Ends of the Earth look, that will be ſaved, to 
the Light of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in their Hearts, 
and to the Spirit in their Inward Parts, which is 
inviſible; God being an inviſible God, a Spirit, he 


” hath placed his Worſhip in the Spirit, and is with- 


drawn out. of all Viſible Things, and all Traditio- 
nal Worſhips, and Offerings, and Sacrifices, and 


” Temples, though God commanded them in their 


time; Chriſt Jeſus hath fulfilled all, and removed 


them all; and hath proclaimed and given freely an 


Everlaſting Covenant of Light, an Everlaſting Spi- 
rit, an Everlaſting Word, whereby all People may 
come to the true and perfect Knowledge of the Lord 
God, which all that ever were before Chriſt, never 
could do. For the Temple that Solomon built at Je- 
ruſalem, to be the only Houle for the Worſhip of 
God, for his People to worſhip in; yet in proceſs of 


time, they fell away, and the Temple was polluted 


and corrupted, and turned to a Houſe of Merchan- 
dize; and when Chriſt was come, the Jews look'd 


only at the Magnificence of the outward Building 


of the Temple; but Chriſt was grieved at the abuſe 
of it within, and when he had made a Scourge of 
& 2 Imall 
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ſmall Cords, he drove them all out of the Temple, | 


that bought and fold, and the Money-Changers, and 
overthrew their Tables, and ſaid, Take theſe things 
hence, and make not my Father's Houſe, a Houſe of 
Merchandize, When the Jews ſaw this, they aſked 
a Sign, ſeeing thou doſt theſe things. Jeſus an- 
ſwered, and ſail unto them, Deſtroy this Temple, 
and in three Days I will raiſe it up; but he ſpake 
of the Temple of his Body, which 1s the Sum and 


Subſtance of that which their Temple was a Figure 


of; which they, looking upon it to be their Temple, 


made thoſe Words the Matter, which the falſe Wit 


neſſes witneſſed againſt him before P:/ate and the 
High Prieſt, to take away his Life, who is the Ever- 
laſting Covenant, that can never be made void, be- 
cauſe it is written in the Heart, and purges the Con- 
ſcience, and makes pure and perfect, which the firſt 
Covenant conld make nothing perfect, as to the Con- 
ſcience; and he is the Everlaſting High Prieſt, and 


bath ended all the Prieſts that miniſtred in that 


Temple, and ended all outward Miniſteries and Mi- 
niſtrations for Hire, who miniſters for outward 
things; and he only is anointed to preach Glad- 
Tidings to. the Poor, and Liberty to the Captives, 
the Anointed which 1/azah propheſied of, which 
Scxipture he read unto them, and ſaid, This Day is 
this Scripture fulfilled in your Ears; He, the Mini- 
ſer of the Sanctuary, and of the true Tabernacle 
which God hath pitched, and not Man; and there- 
| fore he remains a Prieſt continually, and ever lives 
to make Interceſlion; and was the one Offering, 


offered up through the Eternal Spirit once for all, 


which perfecteth tor ever all them that are ſanctified; 
and ſo thereby hath taken away all the Legal Of- 
ferings and Sacrifices, and broken down the middle 
Wall of Partition, and blotted out the Hand-writing 
of Ordinances, and nailed them to his Croſs; ſo b 

his Death he hath ſlain and brought to an end all 
dead Forms, all dead Worſhips; all dead Miniſters 
and Miniſtrations, all dead Offerings and 2 1 
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all dead Prayers and Performances, they are an 
Abomination to the Lord, he cannot away with 
them; all outward Profeſſions and Performances, 


that are out from the Light of Chriſt Jeſus, that 


ſhines in their Hearts, they never come near the 
Lord, he regards them not, they are out of the 
Worſhip that Chriſt Jeſus (the great Shepherd of his 
Sheep) hath ſet up, which is in the Spirit, and in 


the Truth; for God's Holy Preſence and Power is 


riſen out of all ſuch Performances, and he is aſcen- 
ded unto the Heavenly Places, and is in the Moun- 


| tain eſtabliſn'd above theſe Mountains, where the 
| Saints meet together, and fit together in the Moun- 


tain of Holineſs, and in the Joy of the Morning, 
where they hurt not one another 1n this holy Moun- 
tain; but are in Everlaſting Peace and Love, and 
Unity in the Fellowſhip of the Goſpel, which is a 


Myſtery to all outward Worſhips. 


So it is time for all People, that deſire to know 
the God of Heaven, to ſeek after him, who hath 


ſaid, Heaven is my Throne, and Earth is my Foot- 


ſtool, what Houſe will ye Build me? Where is the 
Place of my Reſt, for all theſe things have my Hands 
made, and all thoſe things have been; but to this 
Man will I look, even to him that is Poor, and of a 
contrite Spirit, and trembleth at my Word, I/az. 66. 
Here the Lord manifeſts his diſlike of the Fews Per- 
formances of their Vain Oblations which were cor- 


rupted, defiled and polluted by Reaſon of their 


Tranſgreſſion, they could not build him a Houſe, 
their Hearts being unclean : Therefore he tells them, 
He that kills an Ox 1s as if he flew a Man: He that 
ſacrifices a Lamb as if he cut off a Dog's Neck: He 
that offers an Oblation as if he offered Swine's Blood 
yea, they have choſen their own Ways, and their 
Souls delighteth in their Abominations; I alſo will 
chuſe their Deluſions, and bring their Fear upon 
them ; becauſe when I called none did Anſwer, when 
I ſpake, they did not hear; but they did Evil be- 
fore my Eyes, and chooſed that in which I delighted 
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not: So they offered Offerings, and kept New-Moons 
and Sabbath-Days, but their Hearts were wicked and 
ungodly, and lived in Wickedneſs and Sin, and Un- 
cleanneſs: And ſo when the Lord called, they did 
not Anſwer; they would not tremble at his Word, 
nor live in his Fear; but thoſe that did hear the 
Lord, and tremble at his Word: Your Brethren 
(ſaith the Lord) that hated you and caſt you out for 
my Names ſake, ſaid, Let the Lord be glorified, 
but he ſhall appear for your Joy, and they ſhall be 
aſhamed : And ſo all is loſt, and all is gone, all out- 
ward Worſhips and Worſhippers, that are ſayers and 
not doers, will be aſhamed when the Lord appears, 
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that which was ſet up among the Jews by God's | 


Command, Chriſt Jeſus God's Everlaſting Covenant, 
hath taken away and put an end to: And now 
all the Jews Worſhips and Sacrifices, and Offerings, 
and Temple, and Covenant of Works, which they 
have broken by Tranſgreſſion. The Prieſts Lips 
which was to preſerve the Peoples Knowledge : 
Chriſt Jeſus the Everlaſting High-Prieſt hath put an 
End to them all; in whom dwells all the Treaſures 
of Wiſdom and Knowledge; He Reigns over the 
"Houſe of Jacob for ever, and is the Miniſter of the 
true Circumciſion, which 1s in the Heart, which 
makes the true Jew inward: And ſo he hath ended 
all the Jews Offerings and Sacrifices, which former- 
Iy was commanded of God: So that now they re- 
main without a Prince, and without a Sacrifice, and 
without an Image, and without an Ephod, and 
without a Teraphin, until they return and ſeek the 
Lord their God, and David their King, and Fear 
the Lord and his Goodneſs in the latter Days, Hof. 3. 
And fo now the Apoſtles in the Days of their Mini- 
itration, and pouring forth of the Eternal Spirit of 
Chriſt, which he told the Woman of Samaria, was 
a coming on: They preached the Everlaſting Goſpel 
unto Jews and Gentiles; the Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt, 
were Miniſters of the Everlaſting Goſpel of Peace 
and Glad Tidivgs, and in the Demonſtration _ the 
| %%%%ͤ ũ . -opued 
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Spirit and of the Power of God, they preached the 
Word, and converted many Thouſands to God, ac- 


cording as Chriſt had foretold them, and according 


to the Word of his Command, they abode in his 


Doctrine, and abode in his Word, and in his Love, 
and loved one another, as he preached largely unto 
them, John 15. and ſaid unto them, Ye are my 
Friends if ye do whatſoever I command you, hence- 
forth I call you no more Servants, for the Servant 
knoweth not what his Lord doth ; but I have called 
you Friends; for all things that I have heard of my 
Father, I have made known unto you; and accord- 
ing to his Word, he ſent them the Comforter, even 
the Spirit of Truth, by which the World was con- 
vinced of Sin, of Righteouſneſs, and of Judgment : 
which Spirit of Truth, guided them into all Truth, 
and ſhewed them things to come: For, ſaith Chriſt, 
he ſhall take of mine, and give it unto you. So 
they were made Miniſters of the Eternal Spirit, 
not by Man nor of Man; but by the Revelation of 
Jeſus Chriſt: And fo turned People from the Dark- 
neſs to the Light, from the Power of Satan, to the 
Power of God; and told them, That God that made 
the World and all things therein, dwelt not in 
Temples made with Hands; neither is he worſhipped 
with Mens Hands, as though he needed any Thing: 
for he giveth to all Life and Breath, and all Things, 
and hath made of one Blood, all Nations of Men 
that dwell upon the Face of the Earth, and hath 
determined the times before appointed, and the 
bounds of their Habitations, that they ſhould ſeek 
the Lord, if happily they might feel after him and 
find him, though he be not far from every one of 
us; for in him we live, and move, and have our 
being: Foraſmuch then as we are the Off- ſpring of 
God, we ought not to think, that the Godhead is 
like unto Gold and Silver, &c. For God hath ap- 
pointed a Day, in which he will judge the World in 
Righteouſneſs, by that Man whom he hath ordain'd, 


80 
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So all Men and People upon the Face of the Earth, 
ought to know the true and living God, who is a 
Spirit, and whoſe Worſhip and Fear is in the Spirit, 
and in the Truth in the inward Parts, by which E- 


ternal Spirit, they come to be the Temples of the 


Living God, if that the Spirit of God dwell in them, 


and his Father the Husbandman, who abide in him, 
and his Word in them, they bring forth Fruit unto 
God, and they come to be God's Husbandry, and 


God's Building, and Chriſt the Biſhop of their Souls. 


And this was that Doctrine that the Apoſtles preach- 
ed, and went out boldly, and were not aſhamed of 


their Goſpel; for it was the Power of God unto Sal- 


vation, to every one that believed, to the Jews and 
to the Gentiles; ſo they gathered many thouſands 
into the, Light, and into the Unity of the Spirit, 


both Jews and Greeks, all that were converted to the 
Faith, Bond and Free, they were one in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and there was no difference; but when they were 


met together in the Unity of the Faith, and of the 


Spirit, the Lord put no difference between the 
Jews and Gentiles; but poured down of his Spirit on 


them both; by which their Hearts came to be puri- 
fied through their Faith: And therefore Fames the 


Apoſtle, when there was a Controverſie among them, 


ſaid, Men and Brethren, hearken unto me, Simon 
hath declared how that God at the Firſt did viſit the 
Gentiles, to take out of them a People for his Name, 
and to this agreeth the Words of the Prophets, I 


will return and build again the Tabernacle of David, 
which is fallen down; and I will build again the 
Ruins thereof, and will ſet it up, that the reſidue of 


Men might ſeek after the Lord: And all the Gentiles, 
upon whom my Name is called, ſaith the Lord, who 


doth all theſe Things: Known unto God are all his 


Works from the Beginning of the World, and the 
depth of his Infinite Riches, 1s Unſearchable, and his 


Ways paſt finding out; who bath enlarged Japhet, 
| | — 
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by this Eternal Spirit of the Lord, the whole Build- * 
ing comes to be raiſed, and ChriſtJeſus the true Vine, 


\, 
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to dwell in the Tents of Shem, and hath only caſt 
out Ham, the curſed Spirit. So to the Man that is 
Meek, and Low, and Humble, and of a Contrite 

Spirit, doth the Lord look, and hath regard unto, 
who dwells in the Light of his Righteouſneſs, and 
who worſhips in the Spirit; there the Lord is felt 
preſent in the midſt : So no outward ſeeming Profeſ- 
fion, nor feigned Humility, nor form of Godlineſs 
without the Power, will ſerve any in this the day 
of the Lord; for as the Apoſtle ſaid, Heis not a Jew 
that is one outward, nor that Circumciſion which 
is ontward ; but he is a Jew that is one Inward, and 
that is Circumciſion which is in the Heart. So we 
ſay, that he is no true Chriſtian that is one outward 
only; nor is he a true Chriſtian that hath a corrup- 
ted foul unclean Heart: But he is a Chriſtian that is 
one inward; he is a Chriſtian whoſe Faith hath pu- 
rified his Heart; he is no true Chriſtian that ſets 
up 2 Prieſt without him; he 1s no right Chriſtian 
that pays Prieſts Tythes as the Jews did, which 
Chriſt Jeſus hath taken away from the Jews, to all 
that believe in him, and preaches freely to Jews and 
Gentiles, without Mony, and without Price; they are 
no true Chriſtians, that hath their only Teachers re- 
moved into Corners; for the Spirit of Truth, that 
leadeth into all Truth, is come to convince of Sin, and 
reprove every Evil Thought in the Heart and Con- 

ſcience of Man; and he that is a Chriſtian, his Eye 
ſeeth his Teacher, and his Ear hears the Word in his 
Heart, that ſaith, this is the Way, walk in it: And 
he is no Chriſtian that hath the Word only without 
him; but he is the true Chriſtian, that hears the 
Word of God in his Heart, which preacheth Righte- 
ouſneſs and Faith very nigh, and ſhews him every 
Evil Thought, and he is no Chriſtian that worſhips _ 
in an outward Temple, and calls it a Church: 
That is not the Worſhip that Chriſt Jeſus hath ſet 
up; but his Houſe and Dwelling 1s in his People, 
and his Worſhip is in the Spirit, on the top of all 
the Mountains of all outward Worſhips, and their 


Meeting 
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Meeting is in the Unity of that Spirit; and their 
Fellowthip is in the Light of God's Covenant of Life 
and Peace. And ſo all muſt come to this Law which 
goeth out of Sion, which is written in the Heart, 


and to the Word of the Lord which goeth from 7e- 


ruſalem, which is from above, which is the Mother 


of us all; and here all the whole Aſſembly of the 
Body of Chriſt may meet together; which is his 


Church and his Houſe, and his Building, which he is 
the Foundation and the Root of; he is the Corner- 
Stone, ayd the Rock, and the Strengh of Sion, the 
Foundation of the Prophets and Apoſtles, and all the 
Holy Nation, the Royal Prieſthood, and all the 
peculiar People is builded, and rooted, and grounded, 


upon Chriſt Jeſus the Rock of 1/7ae!, the great Pro- 


phet that every one muſt hear, if any one will not 
hear him, they are to be cut off from among the 
People; this is my beloved Son, hear ye him, ſaith 
the Lord, I will bring forth my firſt begotten, and 
Jet all the Angels worſhip him, all the Hoſts in 
Heaven worſhip him, and fall down before his 


Throne, and ſo all that is upon the Earth, that will 


have Life and Salvation by him, muſt fall down 
and worſhip the Lord, and come out of all their 
dead Services and Duties, and all their dead Prayers 
and Praiſes; they are all Abomination to the Lord; 
but the Spiritual Services, performed in the Obedi- 
ence of the Pure Spirit of the Righteous, and of the 


_ Juſt, and of the Holy; this is acceptable with the 


Lord, who is a Spirit: And Chriſt Jeſus hath given 
bimſelf for his Church, and is the Head of his 


Church, even as the Husband is Head of his Wife: 


So hath Chriſt loved his Church, that he might 
ſanctifie and cleanſe it with the waſhing of Water 
by the Word, that he might preſent it to himſelf 
a Glorious Church, not having Spot or Wrincle, 
or any ſuch thing; but that it thould be Holy and 
without Blemiſh :'So Precious and fo Holy is this 
Building of this Body of Chriſt, that it is even 


made of Living Stones, and thoſe that live in it 
1 come 
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come unto Chriſt, as unto a Living Stone, though 


He hath been diſallowed indeed of Men, yet he is 


choſen of God and Precious. 

So all my dear Friends and Brethren, who are 
made alive unto God by the Quickning Power, and 
ſanQified by the Waſhing of Water through the 
Word; ye are the Royal Prieſthood, as lively Stones 
be ye knit together; for ye are. God's Building, ye 
are God's Huſbandry, ye are his Habitation, which 
he delights to dwell in: Mount Sion is his Dwelling- 


place, he hath ſet his Throne there, there will he 


make the Horn of David to Bud, and there hath he 
ordained a ſhining Lamp for his Anointed, and all 


his Enemies he will cloath with Shame, but upon 


himſelf he will make his Crown to flouriſh. So all 
ye his Spiritual Houſe, who are born of the Spirit, 


and begotten by the Immortal Word, and live in 


continual Obedience to the Teachings of the Holy 
Spirit, 1t 1s you that offer a Spiritual Sacrifice ac- 
ceptable to God in Chriſt; you are the Salt of the 
Earth, a City ſet on a Hill ; walk and abidein the Glo- 
rious Light, that ſo you may be Light unto the 
World, and Salt to ſeaſon the Earth; that fo you 
may increaſe and multiply, and may repleniſn the 
Earth, and ſubdue it; for the chief and precious 


Stone 1s Glorious, and the Earth will be filled with 


his Glory, the King Immortal, who is revealed, the 
only and great Potentate, who hath Immortality, 
and dwells in the Light. And here is the great 
and high Mountain, which is above all the Moun- 
tains, the holy Jeruſalem, the Bride, the Lamb's 
Wife, deſcending out of Heaven from God, having 
the Glory of God; and her Light is like unto a 
Stone moſt precious, even like unto a Jaſper-Stone, 
clear as Cryſtal. This is the new Feru/a/em, which 


comes down from Heaven, the City of the living 


God, which all Nations (that are ſaved ) mult flow 
unto: For the free Spirit, and Son of the free Wo- 
man, calls freely, and proclaims freely the Ever- 
laſting Goſpel of Peace, which hath a witnefs in 


every 


1 


every Heart, and a Voice that calls, Come out of 
Babylon, my People, come out of her, and touch no 
wnclean thing, and be ye ſeparate, and J will receive 


you, ſaith the Lord God Almighty. 


So here is the place of Publick Worſhip, which ] | 
Chriſt Jeſus, the true Biſhop of the Souls of all his _ 
People, hath ſet up; ſo all that will hear the only. | : 


Beloved Son of the Living God, they muſt hear him 


in their Hearts, they muſt hear his Spirit in their 


Inward Parts; and him that hath had his Veſture 


dipt in Blood, whoſe Name 1s called The Word of T 


God, they muſt hear him in their Hearts very nigh: 


For the Apoſtle ſaith, that they need not aſcend, FT. 


that is, to bring Chriſt down'; nor deſcend, that 1s, to 
fetch Chriſt up; but what faith it? the Word of 
Faith is nigh, the Word of Faith which we preach, 


Kom. 10. And ſo the Apoſtle preached the ſame 
Word, and was made a Miniſter of the ſame Word, 


as was in their Hearts, that he preached to, where- 
by every one might come to the ſame Word which 
he was in, and preached, that they might taſte, and 
that their Hands might handle, and their Eyes might 
ſee, and their Ears hear the Word of Life, in which 
they might have Fellowſhip with the Father and 
the Son, Fohn 1. And this was the Word and Do- 
ctrine which the Apoſtles preached, according to 
Chriſt's Command in the Mountain of Samaria, who 


ſaid, Ye ſhall neither Worſhip at Jeruſalem, nor in 


in this Mountain, but in the Spirit and in the Truth; 
for the Father is ſeeking ſuch Worſhippers to wor- 
ſhip him. And by this Word and Power, and De- 
monſtration of the Spirit, the Apoſtles converted 


many Thouſands unto God: So that there was then 


a glorious and a pure Church of Chriſt upon the 

Earth, that worſhipped him Day and Night in his 
Temple, in the Living and Eternal Truth. 

But there was a Day and a Time, in which 70hn 

was ſent with a Reed in his Hand, like a Rod, to 

meaſure the Temple and the Altar, and they that 

worthipped therein; but he was to leave oo; the 
| | Court 
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Court that was without, for the Gentiles to be trod- 


den under foot, Rev. 11. And fo thoſe that worſhip- 


ped the Living God in his Temple, in his Eternal 
Spirit, they were meaſured within John's Line; but 
them that were got into the Words, and outward 
Forms and Profeſſions of the Truth, they were left 
out for the Gentiles to tread under Foot, and ſo 
they and the holy City were given up to be trodden 
of the Gentiles. And here the Apoſtacy entred, and 
the Witneſles, unto them were given Power to Pro- 
pheſie in Sackcloth a Thouſand two hundred and 
ſixty Days; and the holy, pure and true Church 
went into the Wilderneſs, where God had prepared 
a place for her to feed in : But her Man-Child which 
ſhe had brought forth, which is to rule all Nations, 
was caught up unto God and to. his Throne; and 
while this Woman, the true Church, was in the Wil- 
derneſs, the Apoſtacy came on, and the falſe Church 
got up, and fo hath continued for many Hundreds 
of Years, fitting upon the Scarlet-coloured Beaſt, 
and hath made all Nations drunk with the Cup of 
her Fornication. She hath long ſate as Queen, and 
{aid, ſhe ſhould ſee no Sorrow; but now the Day of 
the Judgment of the great Whore is come, and her 
Fornication and Abomination 1s come up into Re- 
membrance with the Lord God, who committed 
Fornication with the Kings of the Earth, and the 
Inhabitants of the Earth hath been made drunk with 
the Wine of her Fornication; but now the Day of 
her Calamity is coming on, for her Sins hath reach- 
ed to Heaven, and God hath. remembred her Iniqui- 
ties; therefore he will reward her double according 
to her Works, and the Cup that ſhe hath filled of 
Fornication to others, ſhe muſt have it filled double 
of the Wrath and Fury of the Almighty God; there- 
fore come out of her, all People, and be not Partakers 
of her Sins, leſt ye be Partakers of her Plagues; and 
come to the true Worſhip of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
which he hath ſet up, who is come again, the Man- 
Child that was caught up unto God, which is bo 
OA : | Raule 
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Rule all Nations, he is come down from Heaven, and 


manifeſted again in his Spirit in the Hearts of his 
People, and is Recovering and Reſtoring again his 


pure and his holy Church out of the Wilderneſs, and | 


now is he coming to purge it and cleanſe it, 
who hath given himſelf for it, that it ſhould be 
without ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. | 

So come to the pure Eternal Spirit, in which the 
Lord God is worſhipped, and ſo you will come out 
of the Apoſtacy, and out of all dead Forms, and 
outſide empty Profeſſions, Performances, and Ob- 
ſervations; all which things the Whore hath been 
clad with, and the Saints Words and outſide Forms, 
theſe have been like the Purple and fine Linen, Scar- 
let and precious Stones, Gold and Pearls, which in 
one Hour ſhall come to nought, and all her Ship- 
maſters and Mariners, and all thoſe that traded 
with her, they ſhall all caſt Duſt on their Heads, 
and cry, Alas, alas! for in one Hour ſhe is made 
Deſolate. = 

So all that love their precious Souls, and the pre- 
cious Pearl which is of great Price, Chriſt Jeſus the 
elected Corner-Stone, to all that believe he 1s preci- 
ous, which is the Foundation of all the Prophets and 
the Apoſtles, and all the Saints in Light are Fellow- 
Citizens in him, whom all the Builders in all Ages 
hath ſet at nought, he is become the Head of the 
Corner of this Building, his holy Church and 
Houſe, which Houſe are we, which he 1s Rearing 
and Building up in this his Day, all the Builders 
of the Jews in former Apes ſet him at nought, and 
caſt him out, and ſaid, the Poſſeſſion ſhould be 
theirs; and all theſe Builders in theſe latter Days, 
in the Apoſtacy, hath ſet him at nought, and diſ- 
allowed him, and now, when he is manifeſt and 


riſen, makes War with his Witneſſes, and perſecutes 


and priſons them, and even ſlays them in this great 


City, which is Spiritually called Sodom and £gypr- 


But he that muſt Rule all Nations muſt have the 
Day, and ſhall have the Victory, who is upon _ 
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is God, lift up your Heads, and the Hands which hang 
nd | down, and the feeble Knees; for if ye endure Cha- 
ſtening, God dealeth with you as with Sons; not- 
withſtanding for the preſent no Chaſtening ſeemeth 
_ * Joyous, 2” afterwards it yieldeth the peaceable 
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White Horſe, and in Righteouſneſs doth he make 
War. Wherefore all ye Saints of the moſt High 


Righteouſneſs. 
Therefore .hold faſt your Integrity, and ſtand faſt 


Y in that Liberty wherewith Chriſt Jeſus hath made 


you free, and be not entangled again with the Beg- 
early Rudiments and Carnal Ordinances which die 


of themſelves: For ye are not come to the Mount 
Sinai, that might not be touched, and burned with 
Fire to Blackneſs and Darkneſs; but ye are come 
unto Mount Zion, unto the City of the Living God, 

the new Jeruſalem, where all the Church of the Firſt- 


born meets, and the Spirits of all juſt Men are united 
together, which are written in Heaven, and to God 
the Judge of all, and to Jeſus the Mediator of the 


| New Covenant, and to the Blood of Sprinkling. So 


ſee that ye refuſe not him that ſpeaketh from Hea- 
ven; for if they eſcaped not, who refuſed him that 
ſpake on Earth, how ſhall ye eſcape, if ye refuſe to 


hear him that ſpeaketh from Heaven in your Hearts, 


whoſe Voice ſhaketh not the Earth only, but the 
Heavens alſo. And ſo Mount Zion is the Mountain 
of the Lord's Houſe, that is eſtabliſhed upon the top 
of all, and above all the Mountains, which all Peo- 
ple muſt come to know ſpiritually, and to worſhip 


there in the Spirit and the Truth, which is Eternal 


and Everlaſting ; and here is the place of the pub- 
lick Worſhip, the new Jeruſalem, the City of the 


Living God, into whom none enters, but whoſe 


Names are written in the Book of Life, of the Lamb 
lain from the Foundation of the World; and this 
Lamb is now ariſing, and raiſing up that which was 
fallen down, and quickning that which was ſlain, 
and is bruiſing and breaking the Head, and the 
Power of him that flew _ and is removing 2 
Lum Go ne | lan 
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Man of Sin, and Son of Perdition, that hath ſo long 


ſitten in the Temple of God; he is now coming to 
be taken away, that hath long let, by the Lamb 
that hath been ſlain, by the Spirit of his Mouth, 
and Brightneſs of his Coming, will he ſlay that 
wicked One; and the Lamb that was ſlain, is found 


worthy to open the Book that John ſaw ſealed, | 


Kev. 4. and to unlooſe the Seals thereof; and ſo all 
the Hoſt of Heaven gives Glory and Honour to him, 
and faith, Worthy 1s the Lamb that was ſlain to 
receive Glory and Honour, and Praiſe and Thanks, 
for he hath Redeemed us out of every Kindred, 
Tongue and Nation, and hath made us unto our 


God, Kings and Prieſts, and we ſhall Reign on the 


Earth. | n 
Glory be to the Higheſt for ever. 


Margaret Fell. 


Given forth at Lancaſter- Caſtle, about 
the middle of the 9th Month, 1664. 
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A Letter ſent to the King from M. F. 


King CHARLES, I deſire thee to Read this over, 


which may be for thy Satigfaclion and Profit. 


NX the Fear of the Lord God fland ſtill, and eon 
ſider what thou and you have been doing theſe 


fix Years, ſince the Lord brought you Peaceably 
into this Realm, and made you Rulers over this 


People. The Righteous Eye of the Almighty hath 
been over you, and hath ſeen all your Doings and 


What Laws have you made or changed, ſave ſuch 
as have laid Oppreſſion and Bondage on the Con- 
ſciences of God's People, and that of no leſs Penalty 


than Baniſh ment out of ther Native Country? The 
greateſt Crime that you could find with the People 


of God, was, that they obeyed and worſhipped Chriſt 
Jeſus : So that the greateſt Stroke that hath ap- 
peared of your Juſtice, hath been upon ſuch as you 


counted Offenders for worſhipping of God; inſo- 


much that ſeveral of your Judges of the Land have 
ſeveral times ſaid in open Court, to any that did 


confeſs that they net to worſhip the Lord God, That 


that was Crime enough, whereby they could proceed to , 
Banſhment. And when it was aſked in open Court, 
Whether it was now become a Tranſgreſſion or a Crime 
in England zo worſhip God? He that was then the 
[uſtice of England anſwered, Tes, Jes. O won- 
derful! Let this be Chronicled in Exgland for after- 
Ages, that all Magiſtrates may dread and fear ſo to 
affront the Almighty, except they dare ſay, they 


8 


are ſtronger than he. 


And all this hath been without any juſt Cauſe 
given at any time by that People, which was the 
Y 2 e Object 
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Object of this Law; ſo that Men, that had but the 


leaſt meaſure of Righteouſneſs and Equity, could 


never have proceeded on to have inflicted ſuch a 
height of Puniſhment, without ſome juſt ground. 

And all that ever was pretended, was but Suſpi- 
cion, which never can be parallel'd; to be proſe- 


cuted to ſuch a height of Suffering without a juſt 


ground given, although Occaſion hath been cont1- 
nually ſought and watched for, but never found; 
but the Lord hath preſerved his People innocent 
and harmleſs; and therefore is he engaged to plead 


committed. | 


I defire you alſo to conſider ſeriouſly in the fear 
of the Lord, what Effects and Fruits theſe things 


- 


have brought forth. | . 
Firſt, I believe it hath brought Hundreds of God's 
People to their Graves; it hath alſo render'd this 
Realm, and the Governours of it cruel, in the Eyes 
of all People, both within its own Bodv, and in 
other Nations; beſides the guilt of innocent Blood 
lies upon this Kingdom. 5 
Since which time, the Lord in his Judgment hath 
taken many Thouſands of its People away by his 
two Judgments, Pe/t;/ence and Sword. 5 
And before any of this was, when you firſt entred 
Into this Kingdom, I was ſent of the Lord to you, 
to inform you truly of the State and Condition of 
our People: And when I came before thee, O King, 
I told thee, I was come to thee in the behalf of 
an innocent, harmleſs, peaceable People; which 
Words I would then, and ever ſince, and ſhould at 
this day, ſeal with my Blood, if I were put to it: 
And thy Anſwer was to me, If they be peaceable, they 
hall be protected. | 
I alſo wrote to thee ſeveral times concerning our 
Faith and Principles, how that we could not {wear 
tor Conſcience ſake; neither could we take up Arms, 
nor Plot, nor contrive to do any Man Wrong nor 
Injury, much leſs the King. 3 
He | 7 
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L alſo told you, t 
God required it of us. 

We did likewiſe give you many of our Books, 
which contained our Faith, and Principles, and Do- 


ctrine, that thereby we might be tryed by the Scrip- 


tures of Truth (which all of you do profeſs) whe— 


ther our Principles were erroneous or no; and to 


that purpoſe we gave our Books to the King and 
Parliament, and to the Biſhops and Miniſters, both 
Eccleſiaſtical and Civil. 

Our Books were ſold openly amongſt all People; 
and our Principles declared in a Declaration, and 
freely holden forth to the whole World. 

We alſo deſired that we might have a Meeting of 
the Biſhops or Miniſters of the Land, and that our 


Friends would freely and willingly give them a 


Meeting, that thereby they and we might be tryed 
by the Scriptures, which of us was in the error; 


—whereupon thou waſt pleaſed to grant us our Re- 


queſts, and promiſed us that we ſhould have a Meet- 
ing, which was but reaſonable; but the Bithops, and 
thoſe that were concerned, they turned it off, when our 
Friends were ready, and would not give us a Meet- 


that they /hould not be afraid, for be would give them 


 e Mouth and Wiſdom, that all their Adverſaries ſhoulders, 
not be able to gainſay nor reſiſt; and likewiſe the 


Apoſtle when he wrote to his Son Timothy, in 2 Tim. 


2. 24, 25, 26. And the Servant of the Lord (ſaith he) 


maſt not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all Men, apt to 


teach, patient, in meekneſs inſtrudiing thoſe that op- 


poſe themſelves, if God peradventure will give them 
Repentance, .and come to the acknowledging of the 
Truth, &c. N 15 


If they had been the Miniſters of Chriſt, and in 


the Apoſtles Doctrine, they would have taken this 
way with us; they would have endeavoured to have 


convinced us by ſound Doctrine, or at leaſt have 
: 3 1 


hat we muſt worſhip God, for 


- . 5 . 12 5 Account 
ing; * this Action of theirs, did cleary manifeſt them hereof is 


to be out of the Life and Power of the Scriptures; poem 
For Chriſt Jeſus ſaid to thoſe that he ſent forth, in a for- 
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try'd us this way, before they had agreed with the 
Civil Magiſtrates to make Laws againſt us; but this 
manifeſted their Spirits and Principle ; for they ra- 


ther choſe to deliver us up to you, that had the Whip 


and the Scourge in your hands; and that which } 


they could not do by ſound Doctrine, they agreed 
with others to do it for them by Compulſion. | 

But the All-ſeeing God, hath ſeen all this. 
And all this we did, that you ſhould not be igno- 
rant what we could do, and what we could not do. 

I told you alfo, that we could give unto Cæſar 
the things that are Cz/ar's, and unto God alſo the 
things that are Gods. 


And this is a Witneſs for the Lord in this Day, 


that he pleads with you, of which you are not igno- 
rant. N 

I alfo writ to thee to beware how thou Ruleſt in this 
Nation, for the People of this Nation was a brittle 
People generally; and befides them, the Lord had a 
People here that was dear unto him. | 
And I deſired thee not to touch them, nor hurt 


them. 


I alfo deſired thee to bet of the Councel of the 


Biſhops; for if thou hearkned to their Councel, they 


would be thy Ruine; for it was their Councel was 
the Ruine of thy Father; for their Counſel is the 
ſame that Rehoboam's young Men was: Read what 
the Lord did with that King, in 1 Kings 12. Thou 


knoweſt this is true, their Counſel is to make the 


Burthen heavier, as theirs was. 

All this, with much more, I wrote to thee, and 
warned thee of, (I can truly ſay in the Fear of the 
Lord) in much Love and Tenderneſs to thee. And 
now I may ſay unto thee, For which of theſe things 
haſt thou kept me in Priſon three long Winters, in 
2 place not fit for People to lie in; ſometime for 
Wind, and Storm, and Rain, and ſometime for 
Smoke; ſo that it is much that I am alive, but that 
the Power and Goodneſs of God hath been with me. 


I was kept a Year and Seven Months in this Priſon, 


before 
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before I was ſuffered to ſee the Houſe that was mine, 
or Children or Family, except they came to me over 
two dangerous Sands in the cold Winter, when they 
came with much danger of their Lives: But ſince 


the laſt Aſſizes I have had a little more reſpect from 
this Sheriff, than formerly from others. And in all 
this I am very well ſatisfied; and praiſes the Lord, 


who counts me worthy to ſuffer for his ſake. 

For I never did thee, nor any other Man in the 
Nation, any wrong; and ſo I may ſay for many 
more of our Friends, that have ſuffered even until 
Death; and all that we could write or ſpeak, we 
were not believed, and all the Warnings that we 


„gave of Judgments; and told you plainly we had 


done ſo with other Governors before you, and how 


the Lord had overthrown them; and defired you 


many times to beware, leſt the Lord's Judgments 
came over you alſo: But all was to no purpoſe, for 
as long as there was Peace in the Land, the main 


Buſineſs of the Parliament was to invent Laws to 


puniſh and perſecute Duakers; but to make Laws to 
puniſh Vice, Sin and Wickedneſs, and Laſciviouſneſs, 
we had but a little of ſuch Laws. | | 

And now after all my Sufferings, in the ſame 
Love that I viſited thee in the beginning, I. deſire 
thee once more to fear the Lord God, by whom Kings 
rule, and Princes decree Fuſtice , who ſets up one, and 
pulls down another, at his pleaſure. | 
And let not the Guilt of the Burthen of the Breach 
of that Word that paſſed from thee at Breda lie up- 
on thy Conſcience, but as thou promiſed when thou 
waſt in diſtreſs, and alſo renewed it many times 
ſince, that thou would'ſt give Liberty to tender Con- 
ſciences: In the Fear of the Lord perform it, and 
purge thy Conſcience of it; and hearken not to 
wicked Councellors, that have ſtopped it in thee all 
this time; for they will bear none of thy Burthen 


= for thee, when the Lord pleads for Breach of Cove- 


nant with him and his People; I know it hath been - 
"1-4 often 


1 
often in thy Heart to perform it, and thou haſt ſeen 
what Fruit the want of it hath brought forth. 

So if thou loveſt thy Eternal Peace and Comfort 
with the Lord, try what the performance of it will 


bring forth, who wilt thereby ſee thou haſt heark- 
ned to wrong Councellors. ; 


And every Mortal Man hath but a Moment in 


this Life, either to Serve, Fear, and Honour the Lord, 


and therein to receive Mercy from him; or elſe to 


Tranſgreſs, Sin, Diſobey, and Diſhonour him, and 
ſo receive the Judgment of Eternal Miſery. 

So never a one of you knows how long, or how 
Mort your Day may be; therefore fear not Man, that 
can kill the Body ; but fear the Lord, who, when he 
bath killed the Body, can caſt the Soul and Body into 
Hell; yea, 1 ſay unto you, fear him. — 

From a true Lover of all your Souls, (though a 
Sufferer by you) and the Deſire of my Heart is, 


that you may take theſe things into Conſideration B 


betime, before it be too late; and ſet open the Pri- 
fon Doors, and let the Innocent go free, and that 
will take part of the Burthen and Guilt off you, 
leſt the Door of Mery be ſhut againſt you. 


Margaret Fell 


From my Priſon at Lancaſter-Caſtle, 
the 6th Day of the 6th Month, 1666. 
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Juſtified, Proved, and Allowed of by the 
Scriptures, All ſuch as ſpeak by the 
Spirit and Power of the Lord Jeſus. 


And bow Women were the firſt that 
Preached the Tidings of the Reſur- 


rection of Jeſus, and were ſent by 


Chriſt's own Command, before he A. 


ſceended to the Father, John 20. 17. 
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Hereas it hath been an Objection in the Minds 
of many, and ſeveral times hath been ob- 


3 jected by the Clergy, or Miniſters and others, againſt 


Women's ſpeaking in the Church; and ſo conſe- 
quently may be taken, that they are condemned for 
medling in the things of God : The ground of which 
Objection is taken from the Apoſtle's Words, which 
he writ in his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthans, Chap. 14. 


Verſ. 34, 35. And alſo what he writ to Timothy in 


the firſt Epiſtle, Chap. 2. Verſ. 11, 12. But how far 
they wrong the Apoſtle's Intentions in theſe Scrip- 


| tures, we ſhall ſhew clearly when we come to them 


in their courſe and order. But firſt let me lay-down 
how God himſelf hath manifeſted his Will and Mind 


concerning Women, and unto Women. | | 
And firſt, when God created Man in his own Image, 


#n the Image of God created he them, Male and Fe- 
male; and God bleſſed them, and God ſaid unto them, 
Be fruitful and multiply: And God ſaid, Bebold, I 
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„„ 
joyns them together in his own Image, and makes 
no ſuch Diſtinctions and Differences as Men do; for 


though they be weak, he is ſtrong; and as he ſaid 


to the Apoſtle, Hz Grace is ſufficient, and his 


Strength is made manifeſt in Weakneſs, 2 Cor. 12. 4 


9. And ſuch hath the Lord choſen, even the weak 


things of the World, to confound the things which 5 
are mighty; and things which are deſpiſed, hath Gd 


choſen, to bring to nought things that are, 1 Cor. I. 
And God hath put no ſuch difference between the 
Male and Female, as Men would make. 


It is true, The Serpent, that was more ſubtle than 


any other Beaſt of the Field, came unto the Woman 
with his Temptations, and with a Lye; his Subtlety 
diſcerning her to be the weaker Veſlel, or more 1n- 
clinable to hearken to him, when he ſaid, If ye ear, 


your Eyes ſhall be opened; and the Woman faw, that 


the Fruit was good to make one wiſe: There the 
Temptation got into her, and ſhe did eat, and gave 
to her Huſband, and he did eat alſo; and fo they 
were both tempted into the Trangreſſion and Diſ- 
obedience; and therefore God ſaid unto Adam, (who 
hid himſelf when he heard his Voice) Haſt thou 
eaten of the Tree, which I commanded thee that thou 
Should'ſt not cat? And Adam ſaid, The Woman which 
thou gaveſt me, ſhe gave me of the Tree, and I did eat. 
And the Lord ſaid unto the Woman, What is this that 


thou haſt done? And the Woman ſaid, The Serpent be- 


guiled me, and I did eat. Here the Woman ſpoke the 
Truth unto the Lord. See what the Lord ſaith, 
ver. 15. after he had pronounced Sentence on the 
Serpent, I will put Enmity between thee and the Vo- 
man, and between thy Seed and her Seed, it ſhall bruiſe 
thy Head, and thou ſhalt braiſe his Heel, Gen. 3. 
Let this Word of the Lord, which was from the 
beginning, ſtap the Mouths of all that oppoſe Wo- 
men's Speaking in the Power of the Lord; for he 


hath put Enmity between the Woman and the Ser- 


pent; and if the Seed of the Woman ſpeak not, the 
Seed of the Serpent ſpeaks for God hath put Enmity 


* 
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between the two Seeds; and it is manifeſt, that thoſe 
that ſpeak againſt the Woman and her Seed's Speak- 


ing, ſpeak out of the Envy of the old Serpent's Seed. 
And God hath fulfilled his Word and his Promiſe, 
.. When the fulneſs of time was come, he ſent forth his 
Son, made of a Woman, made under the Law, that we 
 » might receive the Adoption of Sons, Gal. 4. 4, 5. 


Moreover, the Lord is pleaſed, when he mentions 


his Church, to call her by the Name of Woman, by 
his Prophets, ſaying, I have called thee as a Woman 
= forſaken, and grieved in Spirit, and as aWife of Touth, 


> ai. 54. Again, How long wilt thou go about, thow _ 
 back-ſliding Daughter * For the Lord hath created a 
neto thing in the Earth, a Woman ſhall c_— a Man, 
fer. 31. 22. And David, when he was ſpeaking of 
© Chriſt and his Church, he ſaith, The King's Daughter 
is all glorious within, her Cloathing is of wrought Gold, 
ſhe ſhall be brought unto the King; with gladneſs and 
= rejoycing ſhall they be brought; _ ſhall enter into 
the King's Pallace, Pſal. 45. And alſo King Solomon in 
his Song, where he ſpeaks of Chriſt and his Church, 
where ſhe is complaining and calling for Chriſt, he 
faith, If thou knoweſt not, O thou faireſt among Women, 
g thy way bythe Footſteps of the Flock, Cant.1.8. c. 5. 9. 
And John, when he ſaw the Wonder that was in Hea- 
ven, he ſaw a Woman cloathed with the Son, and the 
Moon under ber feet, and upon her Head a Crown of 
twelve Stars; and there appeared another Wonder in 
Heaven, a great red Dragon ſtood ready to devour ber 
Child. Here appears the Envy of the Dragon, Rev.1 2. 
Thus much may prove, that the Church of Chrift 
1s repreſented as a Woman; and thoſe that ſpeak a- 
gainſt this Woman's ſpeaking, ſpeak againſt the 
Church of Chriſt, and the Seed of the Woman, which 
Seed 3s Chriſt; that is to ſay, Thoſe that ſpeak a- 
gainſt the Power of the Lord, and the Spirit of the 
Lord ſpeaking in a Woman, ſimply by reaſon of her 
Sex, or becauſe ſhe is a Woman, not regarding the 
Seed, and Spirit, and Power that ſpeaks in her; ſuch 
ſpeak againſt Chriſt and his Church, and are * | 
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Seed of the Serpent, wherein lodgeth Enmity. And 
as God the Father made no ſuch difference in the 
firſt Creation, nor ever ſince between the Male and 
the Female, but always out of his Mercy and Loving- 
kindneſs, had regard unto the Weak. $o alſo his 
Son, Chriſt Jeſus, confirms the ſame thing; when the 


Phariſees came to him, and aſked him, if it were 


lawful for a Man to put away his Wife? He anſwered 
and ſaid unto them, Have you not read, That he that 


made them in the beginning, made them Male and Fe- 
male; and ſaid, For this Cauſe ſhall a Man leave Fa. 


ther and Mother, and ſhall cleave unto his Wife, and 
they twain ſhall be one Fleſh; wherefore they are no 
more twain, but one Fleſh? What therefore God hath 
joyned together, let no Man put aſunder, Mat. 19. 
Again, Chriſt Jeſus, when he came to the City of 
Samaria, where Jacob's Well was, where the Woman 
of Samaria was, you may read in John 4. how he 
was pleaſed to preach the Everlaſting Goſpel to her; 


and when the Woman ſaid unto him, I know that 


when the Meſſiah cometh, (which is called Chriſt) when 
he cometh, he will tell us all things. Jeſus ſaith unto 
her, I that ſpeak wnto thee am hz. Alſo he ſaid un- 
to Martha, when ſhe ſaid, ſhe &new that her Brother 
ſhould rife again in the laſt day. Jeſus ſaid unto her, 
IJ am the Reſurrefon and the Life, he that believeth 
on me, though he were dead, yet ſhall he live; and 
whoſoever liveth and believeth, ſhall never die. Be- 


lieveſt thou this? She anſwered, Tea, Lord, I believe 
thou art the Chriſt, the Son of God, Here ſhe mani- 
feſted her true and ſaving Faith, Which few at that 


day believed ſo on him, John 11. 25, 26. | 
Alſo that Woman, that came unto Jeſus with an 
Alabaſter Box of very precious Ointment, and poured 


it on his Head as he fat at meat; it is manifeſt that 


this Woman knew more of the ſecret Power and 
Wiſdom of God, than his Diſciples did, who were 


filled with Indignation againſt her; and therefore 
Jeſus ſaith, Vhy do ye trouble the Woman, for ſhe bath 


wrought a good Work upon me? Ferily, I ſay unto you, 
. here- 
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” Thereſoever this Goſpel ſhall be preached in the whole 
13 World, there ſhall alſo this that this Woman hath done, 
' be told for a Memorial of her, Mat. 26. Mark 14. 3. 
Take faith farther, She was a Sinner, and that ſhe 4 
'.. flood at his Feet behind him weeping, and began to | 
waſh his Feet with her Tears, and did wipe them with 
the Hair of her Head, and kiſſed bis Feet, and an- 
* noted them with Ointment, And when Jeſus ſaw 
the Heart of the Pharaiſee that had bidden him to 
his Houſe, he took occaſion to ſpeak unto Simon, | 
as you may read in Lyke 7. and he turned to the | 
Woman, and ſaid, Simon, ſeeft thou this Woman ? | 
Thou gaveſt me no Water to my Feet; but ſhe hath ; 
waſhed my Feet with Tears, and wiped them with the 
Hair of ber Head: Thou gaveſt me no Kiſs; but this 
Woman, ſince I came in, hath not ceaſed to kiſs my © 
Feet: My Head with Oil thou didſt not annoint ; but 
this Woman hath annointed my Feet with Ointment : 
 &E Therefore I ſay unto thee, her Sins, which are many, 
are forgiven ber; for ſhe hath loved much, Luke 7. 
37. tothe End. 85 
= Alfo, there was many Women which followed 
© Jeſus from Galilee, miniſtring unto him, and ſtood 
* afar off when he was Crucified, Mat. 28. 55. Mark | 
15. Lea even the Women of Jeruſalem wept for hum, E 
inſomuch that he ſaid unto them, Weep not for me. | 
ye Daughters of Jeruſalem, but weep for your ſelves, 
and for your Children, Luke 23. 28. „„ 
And certain Women which had been healed of Evil 
Spirits and Infirmities, Mary Magdalen, and Joanna 
the Wife of Chuza, Herod's Steward's Wife, and 
many others which miniſtred unto him of their Sub- 
tance, Luke 8. 2, 3. | | ps 
Thus we ſee that Jeſus owned the Love and Grace 
that appeared in Women, and did not deſpiſe it: 
and by what is recorded in the Scriptures, he received 
as much Love, Kindneſs, Compaſhon, and tender 
Dealing towards him from Women, as he did from 
any others, both in his Life time, and alſo after they 
had, exerciſed their Crueity upon him; for Mary 
| | Magdalene, 
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Magdalene, and Mary the Mother of James, beheld | 
where he was laid; And when the Sabbath was paſt, | 
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the Mother of Fames, _ 
and Salom, had brought ſweet Sp:ces, that they might _ 
annoint him : And very early in the Morning, the 


firſt Day of the Week, they came unto the Sepulchre at 
the riſing of the Sun; and they ſaid among themſelves, 
Who ſhall roll us away the Stone from the Door of the 


Sepulchre-? And when they looked, the Stone was 


rolled away, for it was very great, Mark 16. I, 2, 3, 4. 


Luke 24. 1, 2. and they went down into the Sepulchre, _ 
and as Matthew ſaith, The Angel rolled away the Stone, + 
and be ſaid unto the Women, Fear not, I know whom 
ye ſeek, Feſus which was Crucified : He is not here, 
he #s riſen, Mat. 28. Now Lyuke faith thus, That | _ 
there ſtood two len by them in ſhining Apparel, and |. 


as they were perplexed and afraid, the Men ſaid unto 
them, He is not here, remember how be ſaid unto you 
when be was in Galilee, That the Son of Man muſt be 


delivered into the Hands of ſinful Men, and be Cruci- 7 


fied, and the third Day riſe again; and they remembred 
his Words, and return'd from the Sepulchre, and told 
all theſe things to the Eleven, and to all the reſt. 

It was Mary Magdalene, and Foanna, and Mary 
the Mother of James, and the other Women that 
were with them, which told theſe things to the 
Apoſtles, and their Words ſeemed unto them as Idle 
Tales, and they believed them not. Mark this, ye 
deſpiſers of the Weakneſs of Women, and look upon 
your ſelves to be ſo wiſe: But Chriſt Jeſus doth not 
ſo; for he makes uſe of the weak: For when he 
met the Women after he was riſen, he ſaid unto 
them, All Hai! And they came and held him by 
the Feet, and worſhipped him; then ſaid Jeſus unto 
them, Be not afraid, go tell my Brethren that they go 
into Galilee, and there they ſhall fee me, Mat. 28. 10. 
Mark 16. 9. And John ſaith, when Mary was 
weeping at the Sepulchre, that Jeſus faid unto her, 
Woman, why weepeſt thou? what ſeeketh thou? And 
when ſhe ſuppoſed him to he the Gardner, Feſws ſaid 
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unto her, Mary; ſhe turned ber ſelf, and ſaid unto 
him, Rabboni, which is to ſay, Maſter; Feſus ſaith 


' wnto ber, Touch me not, for I am not yet aſcended 


to my Father; but go to my Brethren, and ſay unto 
them, I aſcend unto my Father, and your Father, and 


| 0 my God, and your God, John 20. 16, 17. 


Mark this, you that deſpiſe and oppoſe the Meſ- 


; ſage of the Lord God that he ſends by Women; 
What had become of the Redemption of the whole 
Body of Mankind, if they had not cauſe to believe 
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the Meſſage that the Lord Jeſus ſent by theſe Wo- 
men, of and concerning his Reſurrection? And if 
theſe Women had not thus, out of their Tenderneſs, 
and Bowels of Love, who had received Mercy, and 
Grace, and Forgiveneſs of Sins, and Vertue, and 
Healing from him; which many Men alſo had re- 
ceived the like, if their Hearts had not been ſo 
united and knit unto him in Love, that they could 
not depart as the Men did; but ſat watching, and 
Waiting, and weeping about the Sepulchre until the 
time of his Reſurrection, and ſo were ready to carry 
his Meſſage, as is manifeſted, elſe how {hould his 
Diſciples have known, who were not there ? 


Oh! Bleſſed and Glorified be the Glorious Lord; 


for this may all the whole Body of Mankind ſay, 
though the Wiſdom of Man that never knew God, 
is always ready to except againſt the Weak; but 
the Weakneſs of God is ſtronger than Men, and the 
= Fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than Men, 1 Cor. 1 25. 


And in A's 18. you may read how Aguilla, and 
Priſcilla, took unto them Apollos, and expounded 


| unto him the way of God more perfectly, who 


was an Eloquent Man, and mighty in the Scrip- 
tures; yet we do not read that he deſpiſed what 


Priſcilla ſaid, becauſe ſhe was a Woman, as many 


now do. | 
And now to the Apoſtle's Words, which 1s the 
Ground of the great Objection againſt Womens 
Speaking. And firſt, 1 Cor. 14. Let the Reader 
ſeriouſly peruſe that Chapter, and ſee the end Ae 
| irt 


Tr = 
Irift of the Apoſtle in ſpeaking theſe Words: For 
the Apoſtle is there exhorting the Corinthians unto 


Charity, and to deſire Spiritual Gifts, and not to 


ſpeak in an unknown Tongue; and not to be Chil- 


dren in Underſtanding, nor to be Children in Ma- 


lice; but in Underſtanding to be Men. And that 


the Spirits of the Prophets, ſhould be ſifbje& to the 


Prophets; for God 1s not the Author of Confuſion, 

but of Peace: And then he ſaith, Let your Nomen 

Aeep Silence in the Church, c. | 
Where it doth plainly appear, that the Women, 


as well as ſome others that were among them, were 
in Confuſion: For he ſaith, How 20 it Brethren ? | 


when ye come together, every one of you bath a Pſalm, 
hath a Do@rine, hath a Tongue, hath a Revelation, 
hath an Interpretation? Let all Things be done to 


Edifying. Here is no Edifying, but Confuſion 


ſpeaking together: Therefore he ſaith, If any Man 
ſpeak ih an unknown Tongue, let it be by two, or at 
moſt by three, and that by courſe, and let one Inter- 


pret: But if there be no Interpreter, let him keep Si- g 
. fence in the Church. Here the Man is Commanded | 


to keep Silence, as well as the Woman, when in 
Confuſion and out of order. 

But the Apoſtle ſaith farther, They are commanded to 
be in Obedience, as alſo faith the Law; and if they will 
learn any thing, let them ask their Husbands at home 
for it is a ſhame for a Woman, to ſpeak in the Church. 

Here the Apoſtle clearly manifeſts his intent ; 
for he ſpeaks of Women that were under the Law, 


and in that Tranſgreſſion as Eve was, and ſuch as 


were to learn, and not to ſpeak publickly, but they 


muſt firſt aſk their Huſbands at home; and it was a Y 


ſhame for ſuch to ſpeak in the Church: And it ap- 
pears clearly, that ſuch Women were ſpeaking a- 
mong the Corinthians, by the Apoſtles exhorting 


them from malice and ſtrife, and confuſion, and he 


1 the Law unto them, and he ſaith, in the 
Law it is written, Vith Men of other tongues, and 
other Lips, will T ſpeak unto this People, Verſ. 2. 1 
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And what is all this to Women's Speaking? 


that have the everlaſting Goſpel to preach, and up- 


on whom the Promiſe of the Lord 1s fulfilled, and 


his Spirit poured upon them according to his Word, 


Aﬀs 2. 16, 17, 18. And if the Apoſtle would have 
ſtopped ſuch as had the Spirit of the Lord poured 
upon them, why did he ſay juſt before, If any thing 
be revealed to another that itteih by, let the firſt hold 
his peace, and you may all Propheſie one by one? Here 
he did not ſay, that fuch Women ſhould not Pro- 
pheſie as had the Revelation and Spirit of God pour- 
ed upon them : But their Women that were under 
the Law, and in the Tranfgreſſion, and were in 
Strife, Confuſion and Malice; for if he had flop'd 
Womens Praying or Propheſying, why doth he ſay, 
Every Man Praying or Propheſying, having bis Head 

covered, diſhonoureth his Head ;, but every Woman that 
Prayeth or Propheſieth with her Head uncovered, diſ- 
bonoureth ber Head? Fudge in your ſelves, Is it come- 


ty that a Woman pray or propheſie uncovered? For the 


Woman is not without the Man, neither is the Man 
without the Woman in the Lord, 1 Cor. 11. 3, 4, 13. 
Alſo that other Scripture, in 1 Tim. 2. where he 
is exhorting that Prayer and Supplication be made 
every where, lifting up Holy Hands without Wrath 
and Doubting; he faith in the like manner alſo, 


That Women muſt adorn themſelves in modeſt Apparel, 


with Shamefacedneſs and Sobriety, not with broidered 
Hair, or Gold, or Pearl, or coſtly Array. He faith, 
Let Women learn in Silence with all Subjefion; but 1 


Suffer not a Woman to Teach, nor to uſurp Authority 


over the Man, but to be in Silence; for Adam was firſt 
formed, then Eve; and Adam was not deceived; but 

the Woman being deceived was in the Tranſgrelſion. 
Here the Apoſtle ſpeaks particularly to a Woman 
in relation to her Huſband, to be in ſubjection to him, 
and not to Teach, nor uſurp Authority over him, 
and therefore he mentions Adam and Eve: But let 
it be ſtrained to the utmoſt, as the oppoſers of Wo- 
mens Speaking would have it, that is, That they 
| 2 DS {hould 
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ſpeaking to ſuch as he is teaching to wear their Ap- = 


as were not come to wear modeſt Apparel, and ſuch © 


tion with the Women, and Mary the Mother of Je- 


Spirit of God, where-ever it was revealed, in Wo- 


paſs; and ſo would ſuffer none to Speak; but 
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{hould not Preach nor Speak in the Church, of 
which there is nothing here: Yet the Apoſtle 1s 
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parel, what to wear, and what not to wear; ſuch 


as were not come to Shamefacedneſs and Sobriety ; | 
but he was cxhorting them from broidered Hair, 
Gold, and Pearls, and coſtly Array; and ſuch are 


not to uſurp Authority over the Man, but to learn in 


Silence with all Subjection, as it becometh Women 
profeiling Godlineſs with good Works. . 
And what is all this to ſuch as have the Power 
and Spirit of the Lord Jeſus poured upon them, and 
have the Meſlage of the Lord Jeſus given unto them? 
Muſt not they ſpeak the Word of the Lord, becauſe 
of theſe undecent and unreverent Women, that the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of, and to, in theſe two Scriptures? 
And how are the Men of this Generation blinded, 


that bring theſe Scriptures, and pervert the Apo- 


ſtles Words, and corrupt his Intent in ſpeaking of 
them? And by theſe Scriptures, endeavour to ſtop: : 
the Meſſage and Word of the Lord God in Women, 
by contemning and deſpiſing of them. If the Apo- 
{tle would have had Womens ſpeaking ſtop'd, and ©. 
did not allow of them; Why did he intreat his true 
Yoak-Fellow to help thoſe Women who laboured 
with him in the Goſpel? Phil. 4. 3. And why did 
the Apoſtles join together in Prayer and Supplica- 


ſus, and with his Brethren, Alle 1. 14. if they had 
not allowed, and had Union and Fellowſhip with the 


men as well as others? But all this oppoſing, and 
gainſaying of Womens Speaking, hath riſen out of 
the Bottomleſs Pit, and Spirit of Darkneſs, that 
hath ſpoken for theſe many Hundred Years together 
in this Night of Apoſtacy, ſince the Revelations 
have ceaſed and been hid. And ſo that Spirit hath 
limited and bound all up within its Bond and Com- 


ſuch 


TE. 
ſuch as that Spirit of Darkneſs approved of, Man 
or Woman. | | | | 
1 And ſo here hath been the Miſery of theſe laſt Ages 
pbaſt, in the time of the Reign of the Beaſt, that 
N John ſaw when he ſtood upon the Sand of the Sea, 
riſing out of the Sea, and out of the Earth, having 
ſeven Heads and ten Horns, Rev. 13. In this great 
City of Babylon, which is the Woman that hath ſitten 
ſo long upon the Scarlet colour'd Beaſt, full of 
Names of Blaſphemy, having ſeven Heads and ten 
ry Horns. And this Woman hath been arrayed and 
q = decked with Gold, and Pearls, and precious Stones; 
and ſhe hath had a Golden Cup in her Hand, full of 
Abominations; and hath made all Nations drunk 
with the Cup of her Fornication; and all the World 
> + hath wondred after the Beaſt, and hath worſhipped 
the Dragon that gave Power to the Beaſt; and this 
Woman hath been drunk with the Blood of the Saints, 
and with the Blood of the Martyrs of Jeſus. And 
this hath been the Woman, that hath been Speaking, 
and uſurping Authority for many Hundred Years 
together: And let the Times and Ages paſt teſtifie 
d how many have been murthered and ſlain, in Ages 
and Generations paſt; every Religion and Profeſſion, 
d (as it hath been called) killing and murthering one 
d another, that would not join one with another: 
And thus the Spirit of Truth, and the Power of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, hath been quite loſt among them 
4 that have done this. And this Mother of Harlots 
hath ſitten as a Queen, and ſaid, She ſhould ſee no 
Sorrow: But though her Days have been long, even 
many Hundred of Years; for there was Power 
f 3 given unto the Beaſt to continue forty and two 
t Months, and to make War with the Saints, and to 
overcome them: And all that have dwelt upon the 
s 1X Earth have worſhipped him, whoſe Names are not 
\ = written in the Book of the Life of the Lamb, ſlain 
˖ 
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5 3 from the Foundation of the World. | 
, = But bleſſed be the Lord, his time is over, which 
was above Twelve hundred Years, and the Darkneſs 
1 "6 2 | is 
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is paſt, and the Night of Apoſtacy draws to an 
end, and the true Light now ſhines, the Mornin 
Light, the bright Morning Star, the Root and Off- 
ſpring of David, he is riſen, he is riſen, Glory to 
the Higheſt for evermore; and the Joy of the Morn- 


Ing 1s come, and the Bride, the Lamb's Wife, 1s ma- 


king her ſelf ready, as a Bride that is adorning for 
her Huſband; and to her is granted, that ſhe ſhall 
be arrayed in fine Linen, clean and white; and the 
fine Linen is the Righteouſneſs of the Saints; the ho? 
ly Feruſalem is deſcending out of Heaven from God, 


having the Glory of God; and her Light 1s like a 


Jaſper Stone, clear as Chryſtal, & 
And this is that free Woman, that all the Children 


of the Promiſe are born of; not the Children of the © 
Bond-woman, which is Hagar, which genders to Strife 
and to Bondage, and which anſwers to Feruſalem, 


which is in Bondage with her Children; but this is 


the Feruſalem which is free, Which is the Mother of 1 
us all. And ſo this Bond-woman and her Children, 


that are born after the Fleſh, have perſecuted them 


that are born after the Spirit, even until now : But 
now the Bond-woman and her Seed 1s to be caſt out, 
that hath kept ſo long in Bondage and in Slavery, 
and under Limits; this Bond-woman and her Brood 
is to be caſt out, and our holy City, the new Feru- 
ſalem, is coming down from Heaven, and her Light 
will thine throughout the whole Earth, even as a 
Jaſper-Stone, clear as Chryſtal, which brings Free- 
dom and Liberty, and perfect Redemption to her 
whole Seed; and this is that Woman and Image of 
the Eternal God, that God hath owned, and doth 
own, and will own for evermore. 

More might be added to this purpoſe, both out of 
the Old Teſtament and New, where it is evident 
that God made no difference, but gave his good 
Sparit, as 1t pleaſed him, both to Man and Woman, 
as Deborah, Huldab, and Sarah. The Lord calls by 


his Prophet 1/azah, Hearken unto me, ye that follow 
after Righteouſneſs, ye that ſeek the Lord; look umo 
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the Rock from whence ye were hewn, and to the bole 
of the Pit from whence ye were digged; look unto A- 
braham your Father, and to Sarah that bare you; for 
the Lord will comfort Sion, 8c. Iſa. 5. And Anna the 
Propheteſs, who was a Widow of Fourſcore and Four 
Years of Age, which departed not from the Temple, 
but ſerved God with Faſtings and Prayers night and 
day; ſhe coming in at that inſtant, (when old Si- 
meon took the Child Jeſus in his Arms) and ſhe gave 
Thanks unto the Lord, and ſpake of him to all them 
who looked for Redemption in Feruſalem, Luke 2. 
26, 37, 28. And Philip the Evangeliſt, into whoſe 
Houſe the Apoſtle Paul entred, who was one of the 
Seven, As 6. 3. he had four Daughters which were 
Virgins, that did propheſie, As 21. 

And ſo let this ſerve to ſtop that oppoſing Spirit 
that would limit the Power and Spirit of the Lord 
Jeſus, whoſe Spirit is poured upon all Fleſh, both 
Sons and Davghters, now in his Reſurrection ; and 


ſince that the Lord God in the Creation, when he 
made Man in his own Image, he made them Male and 


Female; and ſince that Chriſt Jeſus, as the Apoſtle 
faith, was made of a Woman, and the Power of the 
Higheſt overſhadowed her, and the Holy Ghoſt came 
upon her, and the Holy Thing that was born of her, 


was called the Son of God; and when he was upon 
the Earth, he manifeſted his Leve, and his Will, and 


his Mind, both to the Woman of Samaria, and Aſar- 
tha, and Mary her Siſter, and ſeveral others, as hath _ 


been ſhewed; and after his Reſurrection alſo, mani- 


feſted himſelf unto them firſt of all, even before he 


aſcended unto his Father: Now when Jeſus was riſen, 
the firſt Day of the Week, he appeared firſt unto Mary 
Magdalene, Mark 16. 9. And thus the Lord Jeſus 


hath manifeſted himſelf and his Power, without Re- 


ſpect of Perſons; and ſo let all Mouths be ſtopt that 
would limit him, whoſe Power and Spirit 1s infinite, 
who 1s pouring 1t upon all Fleſh. 
And thus much in anſwer to theſe two Scriptures, 
which have been made = a Stumbling- block, that 
2 | the 


Ta! 


the Miniſters of Darkneſs have made ſuch a Moun- 


tain of: But the Lord is removing all this, and taking | 


it out of the way. M. F. 


A further Addition, in Anſwer to the Objection con- 


cerning Women keeping ſilent in the Church: For 
it is not permitted for them to ſpeak, but to be 
under Obedience; as alſo ſaith the Law, If they 
will learn any thing, let them aſk their Huſbands 
at home, for it is a ſhame for a Woman to ſpeak 
in the Church: Now this as Paul writeth in 1 Cor. 


14. 34. is one with that of 1Tim. 2.11. Let Women 


learn in ſilence with all Subjection. 


Ho which I ſay, If you tie this to all outward 


Women, then there. were many Women that 


were Widows, which had no Huſbands to learn of; 
and many were Virgins, which had no Huſbands , 
and Philip had four Daughters that were Prophe- 


teſſes; ſuch would be deſpiſed, which the Apoſtle did 


not forbid. And if it were to all Women, that no 


Women might ſpeak, then Pau! would have contra- 


dicted himſelf ; but they were ſuch Women that the 
Apoſtle mentions in Timothy, that grew wanton, and 
were Buſie- bodies, and Tatlers, and kicked againſt 
Chriſt : For Chriſt in the Male and in the Female is 
one, and he is the Huſband, and his Wife is the 


Church; and God hath ſaid, that his Daughters 3 
ſhould propheſie as well as his Sons: And where he 


hath poured forth his Spirit upon them, they muſt 
propheſie, though blind Prieſts ſay to the contrary, 
and will not permit holy Women to ſpeak. 5 


And whereas it is ſaid, I permit not a Woman to 


Speak, as ſaith the Law: But where Women are led 
by the Spirit of God, they are not under the Law; 
for Chriſt in the Male and in the Female is one; and 
where he is made manifeſt in Male and Female, he 
may ſpeak ; for he ig the end of the Law for Righte- 


ouſneſs io all them that believe. So here you ought 


to make 2 Diſtinction what ſort of Women are for- 
5 beiden 
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bidden to ſpeak; ſuch as were under the Law, who 
were not come to Chrift, nor to the Spirit of Pro- 
phecy : For Huldah, Miriam, and Hannah, were Pro- 
pheteſſes, who were not forbidden in the time of the 
Law, for they all propheſied in the time of the Law ; 


5 as you may read in 2 Kings 22. what Huldah ſaid 


unto the Prieſt, and to the Ambaſſadors that were 


ſent to her from the King, Go, ſaith ſhe, ard tell the 


3 


8 


Ila that ſent you to me, Thus ſaith the Lord God of 


Iſrael, Behold, Iwill bring evil upon this place, and 
on the Inhabitants thereof, even all the Words of the 
Book which the King of Judah hath read; becauſe they 


'' have forſaken me, and have burnt Incenſe to other 


Gods, to anger me with all the Works of their Hands : 
Therefore my Wrath ſhall be kindled againſt this place, 
and ſhall not be quenched. But to the King of Judah, 


. - that ſent you to me to ask Counſel of the Lord, ſo ſhall you 


ſay to him, Thus faith the Lord God of Iſrael, Becauſe 
thy Heart did melt, and thou humbledſt thy ſelf before 
the Lord, when thou heard'ſt what I ſpake againſt this 
place, and againſt the Inhabitants of the ſame, how © 
they ſhould be deſtroyed ; Behold, I will receive thee 
to thy Father, and thou ſhalt be put into thy Grave in 
peace, and thine Eyes ſhall not ſee all the evil which 1 
will bring upon this place. 

Nou let us fee if any of you, blind Prieſts, can 
ſpeak after this manner, and ſee if it be not a bet- 
ter Sermon than any of you can make, who are a- 
gainſt Women's Speaking. And T1/aiah, that went to 


the Propheteſs, did not forbid her Speaking or Pro- 


pheſying, Jai. 8. And was it not propheſied in 


Joel 2. that Hand-maids ſhould Propheſie ? And are 


not Hand-maids Women? Conſider this, ye that are 


. againſt Women's Speaking, how in the 47s the Spi- 


rit of the Lord was poured forth upon Daughters 
as well as Sons. In the time of the Goſpel, when 
| Mary came to ſalute Elizabeth in the Hill-Country 
in Fudea, and when El:zabeth heard the Salutation 
of Mary, the Babe leaped in her Womb, and ſhe was 
filled with the Holy Spirit; and Hizabeth ſpoke with 
| 2 4 a loud 


„ 5 
2 loud Voice. Bleſſed art thou amongſt Women, 
bleſſed is the Fruit of thy Womb. Whence is this to 
me, that the Mother of my Lord ſhould come to me? 
For lo, as ſoon as thy Salutation came to my Ear, 
the Babe leaped in my Womb for Joy; for bleſſed is 
ſhe that believes, for there ſhall be a Performance of 
thoſe things which were told her from the Lord. 
And this was Elizabetb's Sermon concerning Chriſt, 
which at this day ſtands upon Record. And then 
Mary ſaid, My Soul doth magnifie the Lord, and 
my Spirit rejoyceth in God my Saviour, for he hath 
regarded the low Eſtate of his Handmaid : For, be- 
hold, from henceforth all Generations ſhall call me 
bleſſed; for he that is mighty, hath done to me 
great things, and holy is his Name; and his Mercy 
1s on them that fear him, from Generation to Gene- 
ration; he hath ſhewed Strength with his Arm; he 
hath ſcattered the Proud in the Imaginations of their 
own Hearts; he hath put down the Mighty from 
their Seats, and exalted them of low degree; he hath 
filled the Hungry with good things, and the Rich he 
hath ſent empty away : He hath hoipen his Servant 
1/rael, in remembrance of his Mercy, as he ſpake 
to his Father, to Abrabam, and to his Seed for ever, 
Are you not here beholding to the Woman for her 
Sermon, to uſe her Words, to put into your Common 

Prayer ® and yet you forbid Women's Speaking. 
Now here you may ſee how theſe two Women pro- 
pheſied of Chriſt, and preached better than all the 
blind Prieſts did in that Age, and better than this 
Age allo, who are beholding to Women to make uſe | 
of their Words. And ſee in the Book of Ruth, how | 
the Women bleſſed her in the Gate of the City, of 
whoſe Stock came Chriſt: The Lord make the Wo- 
man that is come into thy Houſe like Rachel and 
Leah, which built the Houſe of Jrael; and that 
thou may it do worthily in Ephrata, and be famous 
in Bethlehem, let thy Houſe be like the Houſe of 
Pharezz whom Tamer bare unto Fudab, of the Seed 
whach the Lord ſhall give thee of this young Wo 
RT | „ n 
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And bleſſed be the Lord, who hath not left thee this 
day without a Kinſman, and his Name ſhall be con- 
tinued in I/7ae/. And allo ſee in the firſt Chapter 
of Samuel, how Hannah prayed and ſpake in the 


Temple of the Lord, O Lord of Hoſts, if thou wilt 


look on the Trouble of thy Hand-maid, and re- 
memher me, and not forget thy Hand-maid. And 
read in the ſecond Chapter of Samuel, how ſhe re- 
Joyced in God, and ſaid, My Heart rejoyceth in the 
Lord; my Horn is exalted in the Lord, and my 
- Mouth is enlarged over my Enemies, becauſe J re- 
Joyce in thy Salvation; there is none holy as the 
Lord, yea, there is none beſides thee; and there is 
no God like our God. Speak no more preſumptu- 
ouſly; let not Arrogancy come out of your Mouths, 
for the Lord is a God of Knowledge, and by him 
Enterprizes are eſtabliſhed ; the Bow, and the mighty 
Men are broken, and the Weak hath girded to them- 
ſelves Strength ; they that were full, are hired forth 
for Bread, and the hungry are no more hired; ſo 
that the Barren hath born ſeven, and ſhe that had 
many Children 1s feeble. The Lord killeth, and 
maketh alive; bringeth down to the Grave, and 
raiſeth up; the Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich; 
bringeth low, and exalteth; he raiſeth up the Poor 
out of the Duſt, and hifteth up the Beggar from the 
Dunghil, to ſet them among Princes, to make them 
inherit the Seat of Glory : For the Pillars of the 
Earth are the Lord's, and he hath ſet the World up- 
on them; he will keep the Feet of his Saints, and 
the Wicked {hall keep ſilence in Darkneſs; for in his 
own Might ſhall no Man be ſtrong : The Lord's Ad- 
verſaries ſhall be deſtroyed, and out of Heaven ſhall 
he thunder upon them; the Lord {hall judge the ends 
of the World, and fhall give Power to his King, and 
exalt the Horn of his Anointed. 

Thus you may ſee what.a Woman hath ſaid, when 
old Ei the Prieſt thought ſhe had been drunk; and 
ſee if any of you, blind Prieſts, that ſpeak againſt 
Women's Speaking, can preach after this —_ 

; | who 
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who cannot make ſuch a Sermon as this Woman did, 
and yet will make a Trade of this Woman and other 
Women's Words. 

And did not the Queen of Sheba ſpeak, that came 
to Solomon, and received the Law of God, and preach- 
ed it in her own Kingdom, and bleſſed the Lord God 
that loved Solomon, and ſet him on the Throne of 


Iſrael; becauſe the Lord loved 1ſrae/ for ever, and 
made the King to do Equity and Righteouſneſs? | | 


And this was the Language of the Queen of Sheba. 
And ſee what glorious Expreſſions Queen Heſter 
uſed to comfort the People of God, which was the 
Church of God, as yon may read in the Book of 
Heſter, which cauſed Joy and Gladneſs of Heart a- 
mong all the Jews, who prayed and worſhipped the 
Lord in all places; who jeoparded her Life contrary | 
to the King's Command, went and ſpoke to the King, 
in the Wiſdom and Fear of the Lord, by which 
means ſhe ſaved the Lives of the People of God; and | 
Tighteous Mordecai did not forbid her ſpeaking, but 
laid, If ſhe held her Peace, her and her Father's Houſe | 7 
ſhould be deſtroyed. And herein, you blind Prieſts, 7 
are contrary to righteons Mordeca:. | 8 

Likewiſe you may read how Judith ſpoke, and 
what noble Acts ſhe did, and how ſhe ſpoke to the 
Elders of 1/7ae/, and ſaid, Dear Brethren, ſeeing ye 
are the Honourable and Elders of the People of God, 
call to Remembrance how our Fathers in time paſt 
were tempted, that they might be proved it they 
would worſhip God aright: They ought alſo to Re- 
member how our Father Abraham, being try'd through 
_ manifold Tribnlations, was found a Friend of God; 
ſo was Jaac, Jacob, and Moſes, and all they pleaſed 
God, and were ſtedfaſt in Faith through manifold 
Troubles. And read alſo her Prayer in the Book of 
Fudith, and how the Elders commended her, and 
faid, All that thou ſpeakeſt 1s true, and no Man can 
reprove thy Words; pray therefore for us, for thou 
art an holy Woman, and feareſt God. So theſe El- 
ders of I/rae! did not forbid her ſpeaking, * 2 
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blind Prieſts do ; yet you will make a Trade of Wo- 


men's Words to get Money by, and take Texts, and 
preach Sermons upon Women's Words ; and ftill cry 
out, Women muſt not ſpeak, Women muſt be ſilent: 
So you are far from the Minds of the Elders of I/, 


rael, who praiſed God for a Woman's ſpeaking. But 


the Fezabel, and the Woman, the falſe Church, the 
great Whore, and tatling and unlearned Women, 


k and Buſie-bodies, which are forbid to preach, which 


have a long time ſpoke and tatled, which are for- 
.  bidden to ſpeak by the true Church, which Chriſt 
is the Head of; ſuch Women as were in Tranſgreſ- 

ſion under the Law, which are called a Woman in the 


Revelations. © | 
And ſee farther how the wiſe Woman cryed to 


Joab over the Wall, and ſaved the City of Abel, as 


you may read, 2 Sam. 20. how in her Wiſdom ſhe 
ſpoke to Foab, ſaying, I am one of them that are 
peaceable and faithful in Iſrael, and thou goeſt about 
to deſtroy a City and Mother in J/rael: Why wilt 
thou deſtroy the Inheritance of the Lord? Then went 
the Woman to the People in her Wiſdom, and ſmote 


off the Head of Sheba, that roſe up againſt David, 


the Lord's Anointed : Then Foab blew the Trumpet, 
and all the People departed in Peace. And this De- 
liverance was by the means of a Woman's ſpeaking. 
But Tatlers and Buſie- Bodies are forbidden to nog 
by the true Woman, whom Chriſt is the Huſband, to 
the Woman as well as the Man, all being compre- 
hended to be the Church. And ſo in this true 


Church, Sons and Daughters do propheſie, Women 
labour in the Goſpel: But the Apoſtle permits not 
Hatlers, Buſie- bodies, and ſuch as uſurp Authority 
= over the Man, who would not have Chriſt to reign, 


nor ſpeak neither in the Male nor Female; ſuch the 
Law permits not to ſpeak ; ſuch mult learn of their 
Huſbands. But what Huſbands have Widows to learn 


of, but Chriſt? And was not Chriſt the Huſband of 


Philip's four Daughters? And may not they that are 
learned of their Huſbands ſpeak then? But Fezabel, 
„ and 


. 1 + 
and Tatlers, and the Whore, that deny Revelation 
and Prophecy, are not permitted, who will not learn 


of Chriſt; and they that are out of the Spirit and 
Power of Chriſt, that the Prophets were in, who are 


in the Tranſgreſſion, are ignorant of the Scriptures; 
and ſuch are againſt Women's Speaking, and Men's 


too, who preach that which they have received of 
the Lord God; but that which they have preached, 
and do preach, will come over all your Heads, yea, 
over the Head of the falſe Church, the Pope; for the 
Pope is the Head of the falſe Church, and the falſe 


Church is the Pope's Wife: And fo he and they that 
be of him, and come from him, are againſt Women's 


Speaking in the true Church, when both he and the 


falſe Church are called Woman, in Rev. 1). and ſo 


are in the Tranſgreſſion, that would uſurp Authority 
over the Man Chriſt Jeſus, and his Wife too, and 


would not have him to Reign; but the Judgment of 


the great Whore is come. But Chriſt, who is the 
Head of the Church, the true Woman, which is his 
Wife, in it do Daughters propheſie, who are above 
the Pope and his Wife, and a-top of them. And 
here Chriſt is the Head of the Male and Female, 
who may ſpeak; and the Church is called a Royal 
Prieſthood; fo the Woman muſt offer as well as the 


Man. Rev. 22.17. The Spirit ſaith, Come, and the | 


Bride ſaith, Come; and fo is not the Bride the Church? 
and doth the Church only conſiſt of Men? You that 
deny Women's Speaking, anſwer : Doth it not con- 
fiſt of Women, as well as Men? Is not the Bride 


compared to the whole Church? And doth not the 


Bride ſay, Come? Doth not the Woman ſpeak then, 
the Huſband, Chriſt Jeſus, the Amen? And doth not 
the falſe Church go about to ſtop the Bride's Mouth? 
But it is not poſſible z for the Bridegroom is with 
his Bride, and he opens her Mouth. Chriſt Jeſus, 


who goes on Conquering, and to Conquer; who kills 


and ſlays with the Sword, which is the Word of his 


Mouth; the Lamb and the Saints thall have the Vi- 
ctory, the true Speakers of Men and Women over 
the falſe Speaker. A Touch- 
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A TRYAL by the SCRIPTURES, 


| OF THE 
Prieſts, Biſhops, and Miniſters, 


Who have called themſelves Minifters of the Goſpel, 


whoſe Time and Day hath been in the laſt Ages 
paſt, or rather in the Night of Apoſtacy ; they 


are tryed and welghed by the Scriptures of Truth, 


and are found out of the Life and Power of the 


Scriptures, and out of the Spirit and Doctrine of 


them that gave them forth, and quite contrary 
to their Principle and Practice, both PFapiſts and 


Proteſt ants. 


Little Children, it is the laſt time, as you have heard, that 


"of 


Antichriſt ſhould come; even now there are many Anti- 
chriſts, whereby we know that it is the laſt time. Theſe 
things have I written unto you, concerning thoſe that ſe- 
duce you: But the Anointing which ye have received of 
him, abideth in you; and ye need not that any Man teach 
you, but as the ſame Anvinting teacheth you, 1 John 2. 


nd I flood upon the Sand of the Sea, and ſaw a Beaſt riſe 
out of the Sea, having ſeven Heads, and ten Horns, and 
upon his Heads the Names of Blaſphemy: And he opened 


his mouth in Blaſphemy againſt God, to blaſpheme his Name 


and his Tabernacle, and them that dwell in Heaven, He 
that leadeth into Captivity, muſt go into Captivity; be 


that killeth with the Sword, muſt be killed with the Sword. 


Here is the Faith and Patience of the Saints, Rev. 13. 


— 


Firſt Printed in the Year, 1667. 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


Serious Reader, | | 
Et it enter into thy Conſideration, the ſad and 

L perilous Days, that this Age is fallen into, 
even into thoſe laſt Days that Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles foreſaw, and foretold of, which are the laſt Days, 
(as the Scriptures do plentifully declare and hold forth) 
that were to come to paſs, beſos the coming of the Day 
of the Lord; and that there waz to be a falling away 
from the Truth of the Lord God, and that then the 
Man of Sin was to be revealed, the Son of Perdition, 
2 Theſſ. 2. 3, 4. „„ | 

AlſoJohn in the Revelations, when he flood upon the | 
Sand of the Sea, ſaw the firſt Beaſt riſe out of the | 
Sea, and the ſecond out of the Earth, which exer- |. 
ciſed the Authority of the firſt, and the Dragon 

ave the Power to the Beaſt, and them that wor- 
ned him, Rev. 12. And John ſaw the War he 
made with the Lamb; and with the Saints, and 
overcame them, for he was to continue Forty two 
Months; and alſo he ſaw that great City Babylon, 
with whom the Kings of the Earth have committed 
Fornication, and the Inhabitants of the Earth have 
been made drunk with the Wine of her Fornica- 
tion. | | 

But the Angel carried John into the Wilderneſs, 
Rev. 16. where he ſaw the Judgments of this great 
Whore, and this Woman, which hath been arrayed 
in Purple, and Scarlet Colour, decked with Gold 
and Precious Stones, and in her Hand a Golden Cup *" 
full of Abominations; and the Woman which thou 
ſaweſt, ſaith the Angel, is that great City which 
reigneth over the Kings of the Earth. But after 
thzs, John ſaw another Angel, and he cryed mighti- 
Iy, with a ſtrong Voice, ſaying, Babylon, Babylon 
the Great, is fallen, 1s fallen, and become the Habi- 
tation of Devils. And John heard another Voice 


from Heaven, ſaying, Come out of her, my * =_ 
that 
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that ye be not Partakers of her Sins, and that ye 
receive not of her Plagues; for her Sins have reach- 


ed unto Heaven, and God hath remembred her Ini- 


gquities. Reward her even as ſhe hath rewarded you, 
and double unto her double, according to her Works, 


in che Cup That the bath filled, il tas dans 
* Rev. 18. | | 


Where ye may read the Deſtruction and Deſolation 


of this great City, Myſtery Babylon the Great, and 
Mlother of Harlots, and Abominations of the Earth; 
i” zherefore rejoyce over ber, thou Heaven, and ye holy 
' Apoſtles and Prophets, for God bath avenged you of 
Der. For after this, John ſaw a mighty Angel take 


up a Stone like a Milſtone, and caſt it into the 


Sea, ſaying, Thus with Violence ſhall that great 


— 
A 


J City Babylon be caſt down, and ſhall be found no 
| more at all. | 


Glory, Glory to the Higheſt for evermore ! her Day 


| of Deſtruction, and Calamity, and Deſolation haſlens 

on a. pace, the Darkneſs is paſt, the Night is over, and 
* the true Light now ſhineth; the Righteous, the bleſſed 
| Seed, is riſing in the Hearts of People; the Son of 


Aan is lifted up, and will draw all Men after hin, 


and in his Power and in his great Glory, is coming to 


reign and to rule in the Hearts and Conſciences of Men; 


| andthe Tabernacle of the Teſtimony is opened in Heaven, 
and is with Men; and the Myſtery of Godlineſs is mani- 
feſted in the Hearts of People, and God is manifeſting 

| bimfelf in them, who hath ſaid, he will dwell in Men, 


and walk in them; and he is making their Bodies his 
Temples, and he is coming to root out of the Hearts 
of Men and Women, that Man of Sin, that Son of Per- 
dition, that hath ſitten in the Temple of God, and bath 
been exalted above all that is called God, and bath 
ſhewed himſelf as God; and now the Lord is diſcover- 


6 ang him by the ariſing of his Power and Spirit in the 


Hearts of People, which he is coming to pour upon all - 
Fleſh, according to his Word and Promiſe + And that 


3 yſtery of Iniquity, that hath wrought in a Myſtery, 
that Wickedneſs that bath poſſeſs'd the Hearts of Men 


and 


Ln 1Þþ 
and Women, now the Lord's Power and Spirit is coming © 
{  - 70 caſt him out, and take him out of the way, and throw _ 
| him out. ; : 
| And Chriſt Feſus, that everlaſting Fountain, who 
| ſaid, If any Man be a-thirſt, let him come unto me 
and drink: He is come a Light into the World, and 
Bo whoſoever believes in Chriſt Feſus, the Light, they © 
| ſhall not periſh, but have the Light of Life: And ths ©: 

Light of the Lord Feſus Chriſt being riſen in the Heart 
of every Man and Woman, turning their Minds there 
unto, it becomes their Teacher , and this is that, by | © 
which the Lord teacheth all his People, who hath ſaid | © 
by bis Prophets, They ſhall be all taught of God. | 
John 6. Every Man therefore that hath heard and | 
learned of the Father, cometh unto me, ſaith Chriſt, | _ 
who is that living Bread, that endureth for ever. | 
And this is be which God the Father hath ſealed, that © 

Fs come 'a Light, which every one that believes in, s 
ſealed with his Spirit: Therefore it is good for all Peo- ©. 
ple, not to quench the Spirit of the Lord Feſus, nor: 
to grieve it, by which they are ſealed to the Day of © 
Redemption, Epheſ. 4. 30. But that every one may | 
turn to the Spirit of the Lord Feſws, that is within |. 
them, which preacheth in a Myſtery, and preacheth 
Righteouſneſs very nighinther Hearts, and will cleanſe || 
their inward Parts, and make their Hearts clean from 
that Myſtery of Iniquity, that hath been long lodeed 
in them, and held them Captive, and led them into 
Sin, and Tranſgreſſion, and Wickedneſs. Oh! that all 
Hearts might be cleanſed by the Blood of Feſus Chriſt. © 
and that every one would walk in the Light, and abide 
in the Light, as he is in the Light ;, and here zs. the % 
Fellowſhip and Unity of the Saints in Light, Feſus © 
Chriſt the Righteous ruling in their Hearts. And who \Þ 
lives in the Unity and Spirit of the Lord Jeſus, they 
come to have Fellowſhip with the Father and the don, 
as John had: And theſe things he wrote unto them, 
That their Joy might be full, and that they might par- 
. Take of the ſame Light, Life and Spirit, and have 
Unity with him, whoſe Meſſage is, That God is Laght, 85 

| | and | 
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and in him is no Darkneſs at all. And whoſoever 
ſaith, he knows God and abides in Darkneſs, is a 
Lyar, and the Truth is not in him. 

And this bath been the Condition and Doctrine, that 
hath been bolden forth for many Hundred Tears; they 
have walked in Darkneſs, and ſhewed as if they had 
Fellowſhip with God, and they have Loved the World, 


5 and the things of the World, which the Apoſtle ſaith, 
is not of the Father; and if any love the World, 
7 the Love of the Father is not in him, 1 J00n 2. 


And now Reader do but conſider, how theſe Teachers 


of the World live, and after what manner, and how 
They do oppreſs People for their Maintenance, and how 
they draw People from the Untion of the Holy One, that 
he Apoſtle here turned People to, and deſired them to 
rake heed unto, and to continue and abide in, that 

| which they had heard from the beginning; and not to 


turn to thoſe Antichriſts that were then entring into 


= the World: But they were to abide in the Anointing 


which they had received, and it would teach them 


of all things; and it was Truth, and was no Lye, 
I John 2. | | 


But theſe Miniſters of Darkneſs, that have been in 


f . the Night of Apoſtacy, all their Endeavours have been 


to draw People from the Light, and from the Un@ion 
of the Holy One, after them, and after their Imagina- 
tions, dark Studies, and Brain Divixation; and ſo have 
* deceived poor People, and have led them captive at 
= ther wills; and as the Prophet ſaid, have born Rule 


by their Means, and the People have been ſo blind, 
that they love to have it ſo: And thus the Scriptures 
have been fulfilled, and there hath been Power given 
to the Beaſt, and People generally have ſaid in their 
Hearts, Who 1s able to make War with the Beaſt? 
But Glory to the bigheſt Lord, bis time ts over, and 
the Year of our Redeemer is come, and the Spirit 
of the Lord is upon him, and the Lord hath A- 
nointed him to preach Good Tidings to the Meek, 
Liberty to the Captives, and the opening the Priſon 


Doors to them that are bound, and to proclaim the 
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acceptable Year of the Lord, and the Day of. Ven- ö 


geance of our God, I/. 61. 1, 2. 5 
Oh Reader ! The Time is ſhort, the day of the Lord 


will come as a Thief in the Night; and all this Long. 


ſuffering of the Lord, that hath been paſt, is, becauſe 
he is not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that 
all thonld come to Repentance. Oh! what manner 


of Perſons ought we to be in all holy Converſation | 


and Godlineſs, looking for that bleſſed Hope and 


Coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that all may be 


found with him in peace, without ſpot or blemiſh; 


_ which is my deſire. 

And ſo Read over this following Treatiſe, and weigh 
in the Seriouſneſs of thy Heart, and conſider thi. 
Scriptures of Truth, by which thou mayeſt judge, hy 
the Light of the Lord Feſus Chriſt in thee, how all the 


. 
* 


World have been befooled, and blinded, and led cap\ 
tive epen at Satan's will; and how this Antichriſt hai 


ruled in the Hearts of People, and ſate in the Temple ©.” 
of God, and hath been decked and covered over wit 


. 


the Scriptures and Saints Words, ſpeaking them forth 


with unclean Lips, and from unclean Hearts, and ſo. 
have decerved the Hearts of the Simple: But this fine 
Linen, and Purple, and Scarlet, that Babylon Halb 


Amen, Even ſo Lord Jeſus, come quickly. 
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A Touch-Stone : 
— OK, © 


A Tryal by the Scriptures, of the Prieſts, 


Biſhops, and Miniſters, &c. 


7 Ethinks I hear the Biſhops mutter, murmur, 
, 5 and contemn, that I ſhould publiſh it out 


to the World, how I deſired the King (at 


0 the beginning of his Reign) to beware of their Coun- 
ſels; therefore I do hereby give them my Reaſons of 
the Cauſe why I did ſo, which Reaſons may ſatisfie 

1h them and the whole World, except they can, by as 


good or better, overturn them. ; 
In the firſt place I defired, ſince it pleaſed the 


F : Lord to bring the King to the Crown of his Ance- 
ſtors, that he might have done that whereby he 
might Proſper, according to the Words of the wiſe 


- King Solomon, who ſaid, It is the Glory of God to con- 


ceal a thing, but the Honour of a King to ſearch out 
= Aa matter. Take away the Wicked from before the 


King, and his Throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed, Prov. 25. 
And again he faith, The Thoughts of the Righteous 


are right, but the Counſel of the Wicked is deceit : 
The Words of the Wicked are to lie in wait for 
'X Blood, but the Mouth of the Upright ſhall deliver 


them; the Wicked are overthrown, and are not, but 


the Houſe of the Righteous ſhall ſtand, Prov. 12. 
Alſo, it was my deſire that he ſhould follow the 


3 Example of the good Kings of Iſrael, whoſe way it 


was to aſk Counſel of the Lord, or of his Prophets; 


as King David enquired of the Lord, whether he 
ſhould go up againſt the Philiſtines? and the Lord 


Aa 2 . ſaid, 


8 
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ſaid, Go up, 2 Sam. 5. And again, King David cal- 
led Nathan the Prophet, and told him that he would 


build a Houſe for the Ark of God; and the Lord 


ſent Word again to David by Nathan the Prophet, 
2 Sam. 7. And when there was three Years of Fa- 


mine in the Land, David enquired of the Lord, and 
the Lord anſwered him, It was for Saul and his 

Bloody Houſe, 2 Sam. 21. — 5 
\ Alfo King Solomon, the Lord appeared unto him, 


% 


and bid him aſk what he would have? and Solomon 


aſked of the Lord an Underſtanding Heart, to judge 


his People, that he might diſcern between good and 
bad; for, faith he, Who is able to judge this thy 
ſo great a People? And this Speech pleaſed the 
Lord, that Solomon aſked ſuch a thing, I Kings 3. 
And again, the Lord ſpake unto Solomon the ſecond 


time, concerning the Houſe which he was Building 


It thou wilt walk in my Statutes, faith the Lord, 
and execute my Judgments, and keep all my Com- 
mandments, to walk in them; then will I perform 


my Word with thee, which I ſpake unto David thy 4 


Father, 1 Rings 6. | CE 
And Hezetktah, that good King of Fudah, when 


he was ſent to, from Sernacherib King of AHyria, 


by Rab/ſhekah and others, with a great Hoſt, who 
came up againſt Feruſalem, who threatned the King 
and the whole City, as you may read 2 Kings 18. 
And Hezekiah King of Fudah ſent Eliakim, and 
Shebna, and the Elders of the Prieſts, covered with 
Sackcloth, to Iſaiah the Son of Amos; ſo the Ser- 
vants of Hezekiah came to T/aiah, and T/aiab ſaid 


_ unto them, Thus ſhall ye ſay unto your Maſter, 


Thus ſaith the Lord, Be not afraid of their Words, 
Tc. Chap. 19. And accordingly the Lord ſent an 
Angel, and cut off all the Men of Valour, and the 


Leaders, and the Captains of the King of Aſſyriaz, | 


and the Lord ſaved Hezekiah, and the Inhabitants 
or Jeruſalem from the Hands of the King of A 
yria, 2 Chron. . | 5 
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Alſo Joſiah, that good King, when he heard the 
Words of the Book of the Law read, he rent his 
Clothes, and commanded H7/kiah the Prieſt, and ſe- 
veral of the Elders of the People, ſaying, Go ve 
and enquire of the Lord for me, and for all rhe 
People of Fudah, concerning the Words of this Book 
that is found; for great 1s the Wrath of the Lord 


that is kindled againſt us, becauſe our Fathers have 


not hearkned to the Words of this Book; and they 
went and enquired of the Propheteſs, to Hu/dah, as 


you may read, 2 Kings 22. 2 Chron. 24. This you 
ſee was the Practice of the four principal Kings of 


Iſrael and Fudab. 
Moreover, I am clearly convinced, and am aſ- 


ſured, that the Biſhops, as they are called, and thoſe 


of their Order and Coat, or indeed any that have 
taken upon them that Function of the Clergy theſe 
many Hundred of Years, that they are not accord- 
ing unto Chriſt Jeſus, nor unto his Diſciples, nor the 
Apoſtles, and the Saints in the Primitive Times, but 


are gone quite contrary, according to what the Scrip- 
tures of Truth hold forth; and that in all theſe par- 


ticular Heads following. 
Firft, Their Titles. 5 „ 
Secondly, Their Eſtate, or Condition and Quali- 


fications. 


Thirdly, Their Call. R | 

Fourthly, Their Doctrine and Worſhip. 

Fifthly, Their Praiſe in Matters of Contro- 
verſie. | | 

Sixt hly, Their Maintenance. | 

Seventhly and laſtly, Their Garb and Habit. 

All which we thall prove not only not accord- 
ing, but quite oppoſite and contrary to Chriſt Jeſus 
his Example, and his Apoſtles and Diſciples. _ 

Now they being Men not only profeſſing Chriſti- 
anity, but alſo taking upon them to be Actors, 


Leaders, Teachers, Preachers, and Feeders of the 
Peoples Souls, and that in and with Chriſtianity, 


there can be no ſound Reaſon to the contrary ; but 
Aa 3 that 
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ꝛꝑ:; _ 
that they ſhould be Men principled, fitted, and fur- 
niſhed ; yea, and filled with the ſame Spirit as was 
in the Apoſtles, whoſe Words they take upon them 
to declare, and to make a Trade of, and to get their 
Living by; ſince they make poor People believe, 


that they have their Souls in Cure; and fo by good 
Words and fair Speeches, deceive the Hearts of the 


Simple, and ſo keep them ever Learning; but 

they never come to the Knowledge of the Truth. 
But to proceed to the Firſt, vig. Their Titles. 
This is clear contrary to the Doctrine of Chriſt, 

for when the Mother of Zebedee's Children came un- 


to him concerning her two Sons, that one might ſit 


on his right Hand, and the other on his left. Jeſus 


anſwered and ſaid, Ye know not what ye aſk; And 
when the other ten heard it, they were moved with . 
Indignation againſt the two Brethren; But Jeſus | 
called them unto him and ſaid, Ye know that the * 
Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe Dominion over them, 
and they that are great exerciſe Authority upon them, 
but it ſhall not be ſo among you; but whoſoever |: 
will be great among you, let him be your Miniſter ; ©. 
and whoſoever will be chief among you, let him be 
your Servant: Even as the Son of Man came not to 
be miniſtred unto, but to Miniſter, and to give his 


Life a Ranſom for many, Mar. 20. 


Likewiſe again, when he told them, That one of 


them ſhould betray him; they began to enquire 
among themſelves, which of them it was. And 


there was alſo a Strife among them, which of them 4 


mould be accounted the greateſt. (mark that, you 


great Lord Biſhops) And he ſaid unto them, The 

Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe Lord- 
ſhip over them; and thoſe that 
lineſs, Lord-Biſhop, exerciſe Authority on them, are 
your Lordſhip, and called Benefactors; but ye ſhall ' 
your Grace, conta. not be ſa; but he that is greateſt | 


Firſt, Their Titles, 
which are your Ho- 


ry to Chriſt and bis 


poſter, among you, let him be as the ? 
ke: younger, and he that is chief as | 


he that doth ſerve, Se. 


And | 
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And again, when he ſaid unto them, Let theſe 


things fink ints your Ears: The Son of Man muſt 
be delivered into the Hands of Men. And again they 
began to reaſon among themſelves, who ſhould be 


the greateſt. And when he ſaid unto them, Behold 
we go up to Feruſalem, and the Son of Man ſhall be 
delivered unto the chief Prieſts, and unto the Scribes, 
and they ſhall condemn him to Death. Even then 
did James and John come to deſire to fit, one on his 
right Hand, and the other on his left: But Jeſus 
again reproved them for it, and ſaid unto them; 
Ye know that they that are accounted to rule over 
the Gentiles, exerciſe Lordſhip over them, and their 
great Ones exerciſe Authority upon them ; but it 
{ſhall not be ſo with you, &c. Mark 10. Nay, he 


_ faid-unto his Diſciples, Be not ye called Rabbi, for 
one is your Maſter, even Chriſt, and all ye are Bre- 


thren: Neither be ye called Maſters; but he that is 


- greateſt among you, let him be your Servant: And 


- whoſoever ſhall exalt himſelf, ſhall be abaſed; and 


he that humbles himſelf, ſhall be exalted, Mar. 23. 

And 1 do not find that the Apoſtles, either Ti mo- 
thy, orTitus, who were Biſhops indeed, wereever called 
Lord Biſhops; but the Apoſtle, when he writes to 
the Theſſalonians, ſaith, Wherefore, when we could 
no longer forbear, we thought it good to be left at 
Athens alone; and ſent IJimotheus our Brother, and 
Miniſter of God, and Fellow-Labourer in the Goſpel 


of Chriſt, to Eſtabliſh you, and to Comfort you 


concerning your Faith. This was the Title that the 
Apoſtle gave them, which was not, Our Reverend 
Father in God, Lord Biſhop. &c. ; = 

And the Apoſtle when he writes unto Timothy, 
calls him, His Son in the Faith, 177.1. And when 


he exhorts him, he ſaith, If thou put the Brethren 


in remembrance of theſe Things, thou ſhalt be a 


good Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, nouriſhed up in the 


Word of Faith, and to good Doctrine, wherennto 
thou haſt attained, Chap. 4. And in his ſecond E- 
piſtle that he writes to Timothy, he calleth him, His 
| | Aa 4 _ dearly 
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dearly beloved Son; and that he greatly deſires to 
ſee him. And he ſaith, Thou my Son, be ſtrong in 


the Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus; and he bids him 
endure Hardneſs, as a good Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt, 


2 Tim. 2. b 


And when he writes to Titus, he ſaith, To Tits 
mine own Son after the common Faith; for this 


cauſe left J thee at Creet, that thou ſhould'ſt ſet in 
order the things that are wanting, Tit. 1. And a- 


gain he ſaith to Timothy, Let no Man deſpiſe thy 


Youth; but be thou an Example of the Believers, in 
Word, in Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in 
Faith, in Purity till I come: Give attendance to 
Reading, and to Exhortation: Neglect not the Gift 


that is in thee, which was given thee by Propheſie, 
with the laying on of the Hands of the Preſbytery, 


1 Iim. 4. I would know which of the Biſhops bath 
received ſuch a Gift as this? And whether by making 


Proof of this Gift of Propheſie in them, they have 


attained to theſe Titles of Lord Biſhop, and Reve- 
rend Fathers in God? But ſince we find the Scrip- 
tures ſo much contrary to theſe Titles, it muſt needs 


Follow, that they have received their Titles from 
Men. But Timothy and Titns were made Overſeers 
of the Church of God by the Holy Ghoſt : (but no 
Lord Biſhops) and ſo was the Apoſtle Paul, and the 


other Apoſtles. 


And James the Apoſtle ſpeaks expreſly, My Bre- 


thren, have not the Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Lord of Glory, with reſpect of Perſons; for if 
there come into your Aſſembly, a Man with a Gold 


Ring, or goodly Apparel, and there come alſo a 
Poor Man in vile Raiment, and ye have reſpect to 


him that weareth the gay Cloathing, and not to 
him that 1s Poor, Are ye not partial in your ſelves, 
c. But if ye have reſpe& to Perſons, ye commit 


Sin, and are convinced of the Law as Tranſgreſſors, 


James 2. 


Here the Apoſtle gives perfect udgment againſt 
the reſpecting of Mens Perſons, which Men do, be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe of Advantage; but with Chriſt Jeſus and his 


Holy Apoſtles, you ſee it was not ſo; And there- 
fore thoſe that take upon them the Name of the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel of Chrift, ſhould follow their 
Examples, and not a& quite contrary. And this I 
look upon to be ſufficient for the proof of the firſt 


Head, which is their Titles. 


The Second is their Qualifications, State and 
Condition. | | 

Firſt, Chriſt Jeſus ſaid to thoſe he preached unto, 
Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy- 
laden, and I will give you reſt; take my Yoke up- 
on you, learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in 
Heart, Mat. 11. This is contrary to Highneſs and 


2 Havghtineſs. And when he preached his firſt Sermon 
in the Mountain, and his Diſciples came unto him, 


He opened his Mouth, and taught them, ſaying, 


_ Bleſſed are the Poor in Spirit: Bleſſed are they that 


Mourn : Bleſſed are the Meek; as you may read, 
Fn „% pe” co uy „ 

And likewiſe when he ſent forth his Diſciples, 
he ſaid; Behold I ſend you as Lambs in the midſt 


4 of Wolves; be ye therefore Wiſe 'as Serpents, but 


Harmleſs as Doves, Mat. 10. And when he had 
ſent out the Seventy, by two and by two, he ſaid 
unto them, Go your ways, Behold ! I ſend you forth 


as Lambs among Wolves, Luke 10. This was one 


Quality of thoſe that Chriſt ſent forth, they were 


I Meek, they were Harmleſs. 


Secondly, They were ſuch as were to go into Suf- 


ferings, as he ſaid unto them in the next Verſe; 


told them that he Was to go to Feruſalem to Suffer; 


Beware of Men, for they will deliver you up to the 
Counſels, and they will Scourge you in their Syna- 
gogues; and ye ſhall be brought before Governors 
and Kings, for my Names Sake, for a Teftimony 
againſt them and the Gentiles; and ye ſhall be hated 
of all Men for my Names Sake, Matthew 10. Mark 


13.9 


And when Fre- rebuked bis Matter. wh kb 


He 
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He turned and ſaid unto Peter, Get thee behind me 
Satan, Cc. Then ſaid Jefus unto his Diſciples, If 
| | any Man will come after me, let 

Secondly, Their him deny himſelf, and take up 


Qualifications, con- Hh; 

. 7 10 Chriſt and bis his Croſs, and follow me, Mat. 16. 
Apoſtles, who were 
x, Meek, Lowly, Son of Man muſt ſuffer many 


and Humble, 249, things, and be rejected of the El- 


Suffering, and ta- 
king up the Croſs. 
34h, Love and Cha- 
rity to all Men. 


ders, and Chief Prieſts, and Scribes 
and be ſlain, and raiſed again the 
third Day; and he faid unto them 
all, If any Man will come after 


me, let him deny himſelf, and take up his Croſs 


daily and follow me, Luke 9. Mark 8. 


And according to this the Apoſtles of Chriſt went 
through many Hardſhips apd Sufferings, as may be 
read at large throughout the Book of the Ads. 


And the Apoſtle Paul ſaith to the Corinthians, And 
T Brethren, when I came to you, came not with 
Excellency of Speech, or Wiſdom, declaring unto 


; you the Myſtery of God; for I determined not to 


now any thing among you, fave Jeſus Chriſt and 


Him Crucified; And I was with you in Weakneſs 


and Fear, and in much Trembling; for Chriſt ſent 
me not to Baptize, but to preach the Goſpel ; not 


with Wiſdom of Words, leſt the Croſs of Chriſt ſhould 
be made of none Effect; for the preaching of the |: 
| Croſs, is to them that Periſh, Fooliſhneſs, 1 Cor. 1, 


and Chap. 2. 


It is many Apes ſince thoſe that took upon them 


the Preaching (that which they have called the Go/- 


pel) were in this State and Condition; for the Croſs 
of Chriſt which 1s the Power of God, which makes 
to Treinble, as the Apoſtles did, hath been an of- 


fence unto them, and is mocked and ſcoffed at by 


them, to this Day. 


Thirdly, They were alſo ſuch as were to live in 


Love; and of this Chriſt himſelf gave them an Ex- 
ample, when he took a Towel, and girded himſelf, 
and poured Water into a Baſon, and began to wath 

ay „% "Che 


And when he told them, that the 
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Maſter, and ye ſay well, for ſo I am: If Ithen your 
Lord and Maſter have waſhed your Feet, ye ought 
alſo to waſh one anothers Feet. And a New Com- 
mandment I give unto you, that ye love one another, 
as I have loved you; for J have given you an Exam- 
ple, that ye ſhould do as I have done to you: By 
this ſhall all Men know that ye are my Diſciples, 


if ye love one another, John 13, and Chap. 15. 


And the Apoſtle ſaith, when he wrote to the Theſ- 
ſalonians; but as touching brotherly Love, ye need 
not that I write unto you; for ye your ſelves are 
taught of God to love one another, and indeed ye do 
it towards all the Brethren, But we beſeech you, 
that ye increaſe more and more, 1 The. 4. - 

And the Apoſtle John ſaith, He that faith he is 
in the Light and hateth his Brother, 1s in Darkneſs: 
He that loveth his Brother abideth in the Light, 
1 John 2. And again he faith, This is the Meſſage 
that ye have heard from the Beginning, that we 
love one another; not as Cain that ſlew his Brother, 
and wherefore ſlew he him? - becauſe his own Works 

were Evil, and his Brother's Righteous. But we 
know that we have paſled from Death to Life, be- 
cauſe we love the Brethren. He that loveth not his 
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Brother, abideth in Death: Whoſoever hateth his 


Brother, is a Murtherer; and ye know that no 
Murtherer hath Eternal Life abiding in him. Here- 


by perceive we the Love of God, becauſe he hath 


laid down his Life for us: We ought alſo to lay 
down our Lives for the Brethren, Chap. 3. 

And fo this 1s contrary to what hath been the 
Practice of thoſe that have taken upon them the 
Function of the Miniſters of Chriſt, for many Hun- 
dreds of Years; for though they have profeſſed 
Chriſt and Chriſtanity, yet they have been killing, 
and ſlaying, and murthering one another, as many 
Examples might be inſtanced in Ages paſt. Thoſe 
that call themſelves Papiſis, and thoſe that call 
themſelves Proteſtants, one killing, and ſlaying, and 
5 „„ Os murthering 


o 
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murthering another, and yet all profeſſing and con- 
felling themſelves to be Chriſtians, and would pro- 


feſs the Scriptures, Chriſt and the Apoſtles Words; 
anc in doing thus one to another, they have thought 
they have done God good Service; and ſo have ful- 
filled Chriſt's Words, who faith, Yea the time com- 


eth, that whoſoever killeth you, will think that he 


doth God good Service: And theſe things will they 


do, becauſe they have not known the Father and | 
me, Fohn 16. And this may ſuffice for the ſecond 


Head, which is their Qualifications. 
The Third is their Call. „ 
For Jeſus when he came and ſpake unto his Diſci- 


ples, he ſaid unto them, All Power is given unto me | 
in Heaven and in Earth; go ye therefore and teach 
all Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Fa- 


ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; teach- 
ing them to obſerve all Things whatſoever I com- 
manded you, and lo I am with you always, even to 
the End of the World, Mat. 28. And he faid unto 
them, Go ye into all the World, and preach unto 
every Creature, He that believeth and is Baptized 
ſhall be ſaved, and he that believeth not ſhall be 
damned. And again he ſaith, Behold! I ſend the 
Promiſe of my Father upon you; but tarry ye in 
the City of Feruſalem, till ye be 

Thirdly, Their endued with Power from on high; 


Call, contrary to | 
„ and he bleſſed them, and they . 
ſties, which was by worſhipped him, and they retur- F 
Special Command, ned to Feruſalem, Luke 26. which 


aul Revelation in is rehearſed again in the firſt of 
_ Chriſt Feſus. Theirs 


TEES and from the As, and fulfilled in the ſe- 
Men. ln cond Chapter, and the Spirit was 

poured upon them plentifully; and 
there were ſome then that mocked and ſaid, Theſe 
Men are full of new Wine; but Peter ſtood up with the 


Eleven, and ſaid, Theſe Men are not drunken as ye 


ſuppoſe; but this 1s that which was ſpoken of by 
the Prophet Joel, It ſhall come to paſs in the laſt 


Days, faith the Lord, I will pour out my Spirit 
upon 
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1- 5 : pon all Fleſh, and * 451 and Daughters ſhall 
J- J Hopbef ie; and whoſoever ſhall call upon the Name 
;: of the Lord, in that day, ſhall be ſaved. 

it This holy Spirit the Apoſtles received, when they 
]- . were met together; alſo Paul the Apoſtle, who was 
- made an Apoſtle after them, he alſo was ſeparated 
4 for that Work by the Holy Ghoſt; for as the Apo- 
y A | files were met together with the Church at es 
d as they miniſtred to the Lord and faſted, the Holy 


c 
eee 


d 7 | Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for _ 
3 Work whereunto I have called him: So they be- 
ing ſent forth by the Holy Ghoſt, departed, c. 

i- Alle 13. 

1e And ſo the Apoſtle writes himſelf, when he wrote 

ch to the Romans, Paul a Servant of Teſus Chriſt, called 


a- 1 to be an Apoſtle, ſeparated unto the Goſpel of God. 
h. 1 And again, when he wrote to the Galatians, he 
n- wrote thus; Paul an Apoſtle, not of Men, neither 
to by Man, but by Jeſus Chriſt, and God the Father, 
| 7 who raiſed him from the Dead, and all the Brethren 


to 

to - which are with me, unto the Churches of Galatia. 
ed Þ And he ſaith farther, I certifie you, Brethren, that 
5 1 the Goſpel, which was preached of me, is not after 
he Man; for I neither received it of Man, neither was 
in I taught it, but by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. 
be 1 But when it pleaſed God, who ſeparated me from 
h; my Mother's Womb, and called me by his Grace, to 


reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him a- 
. mong the Heathen; immediately, I conferred not 
ch ; with Fleſh and Blood, Gal. 1. And again, when he 
| wrote to the Epbe/t 7ans, when he was a Priſoner of 
bn Chriſt, he wrote thus to the Gentiles, Ye have 
heard of the Diſpenſation of the Grace of the Goſpel 


| 1 of God, which 1s given me to yau-ward ; how that 
cle | | by Revelation he made known unto me the Myſtery, 


a I wrote unto you in a few words; which in other 
Ages was not made known unto the Sons of Men, as 


by | } it 1s now revealed unto his holy Apoſtles and Pro- 
alt Ras by the Spirit, "Mp 2. 


I do 
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1 do not know, neither have I heard, that the 
Miniſters, and ſuch as take upon them to teach 


People, neither thoſe that are their Lords, Biſhops, 
and Archbiſhops, that they. have had their Calls af- 
ter this Order; for there have been other ways and 


means uſed for many Hundred of Years together; as 


Schools, and Colleges, and Univerſities, and Nurſe- 


Ties of Learning, which they call their Morhers, :: 


with a heap of Stuff, which are better known by 
them that exerciſe themſelves in them, than the Re- 
velation of Jeſus Chriſt is: And the Miniſters they 


make are by Men, and of Men, and they will have 


them fitted and ordained according to their Ways 


and Orders. But if any one have received the KR- 
velation of Jeſus Chriſt. and his Holy Spirit, if any 
ſuch have a Word to ſpeak from the Lord, they 
muſt not be received nor admitted; this is not ac 
cording to their Order; this they call an Hereſie, 
and a Sec: Any that ſpeak, and meet together, and 
worſhip the Lord God in his Spirit, and in his Truth, 


ſuch are taken notice of, and are brought under the 
Whip and the Scourge, and are apprehended and 
caſt into Priſon, if they do but pretend the Teach- 


ings and Leadings of the Spirit of God; and if they ©: 


have not freedom in their Spirits to pay them Tithes, 
or to maintain their Steeple-houſes, preſently they 
are brought into the Biſhop's Court, and if they 
cannot for Conſcience- ſake ſwear, and take an Oath, 
then preſently they are caſt into Priſon. But of 
this, more hereafter. | 

And thus it is truly manifeſted, that the order of 
their Calling is not according unto Chriſt, nor his 
Apoſtles; for Chriſt ſaith expreſly, All things are 
delivered unto me of my Father; and no Man know- 
eth the Son but the Father, neither knoweth any 
Man the Father ſave the Son, and he to whom the 
Son revealeth him, Mat. 11. © | . 

And again, Chriſt ſaith, It is written in the Pro- 
phets, They ſhall be all taught of God; every Man 
therefore that hath heard and learned of the Father, 


cometh . 
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cometh unto nie; Not that any Man hath ſeen the 
Father, ſave he that is of God, he hath ſeen the Fa- 
ther, Fohn 6. This may be ſufficient to prove the 
Third Head, which is their Call, which is contrary 


1 to the Apoſtles. 


The Fourth, Their Worſhip, and the Manner of it. 
And firſt, for the Worſhip it ſelf: Chriſt when he 


ſpake to the Woman of Samaria, and ſhe told him, 


that their Fathers worſhipped in that Mountain of 
Samaria; Jeſus ſaith unto her, Woman believe me, 
the Hour cometh when ye ſhall neither in this Moun- 
tain, nor yet at Feruſa/em worſhip the Father; but 
the Hour cometh, and now 1s, 

when the tiue Worſhippers ſhall The true Worſhip 
worſhip the Father in Spirit and in 1 f diſcovered. 
Truth; for the Father ſeeketh ſuch _ 

to worſhip him. God is a Spirit, and they that wor- 
ſhip him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, 
Fohn 4. And to this purpoſe did Jeſus ſpeak to N:co- 
demus, who came unto him by Night, when he ſaid un- 
to him, Verily, verily I ſay unto thee, Except a Man 
be born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. 


At which words, Nicodemys wondred; but Jeſus an- 


ſwered, Except a Man be born of Water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. 


That which is born of the Fleſh, is Fleſh ; and that 


which is born of the Spirit, is Spirit. Marvel not 
that I ſaid unto thee, Ye muſt be born again; the 
Wind bloweth where it liſteth, Cc. Fobn 3. 

And to this parpoſe was the Man, whoſe Name 
was Fohn, ſent of God, to bear witneſs of Chriſt Je- 
{us the Light, that all Men through him might be- 
lieve. He was not that Light, but was ſent to bear 
witneſs of that Light, that was the true Light that 
lighteth every Man that cometh into the World. 
He was in the World, and the World was made by 
him: Which were born not of Blood, nor of the 
Will of the Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, but of 


God. John bare Witneſs of him, and cryed, ſay- 


ing, This is he of whom I ſpake, He that c__ 
N after 


1 


—— 
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after me, is preferred before me; and of his Fulneſs *!! 
have we all received Grace for Grace; as may be 
read at large, ohn . - 

And to bring People to this Light and Spirit of 

the Lord within them, did Chriſt Jeſus and all his 
Holy Apoſtles endeavour, by their Preaching: There- 
fore, ſaith Jeſus Chriſt unto Miodemus, We ſpeak : 
what we know, and teſtifie what we have ſeen, and 
ye receive not our Witneſs. This is the Condemna- 
tion that Light is come into the World, and Men 
love Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds 
are evil. For every one that doth evil, hateth the Þ 
Light, leſt his Deeds ſhould be reproved : But he 
that doth Truth, cometh to the Light, that his 
Deeds may be made manifeſt, that they are wrought 
in God. This is Chriſt's Doctrine and Worſhip. : 

And when he was Preaching among his Diſciples, . 
and alſo the Scribes and Phariſees heard him, and 
. | many believed among the chief 
Fourthly, Their but they did not confeſs him, be- 
Worſpip contrary to G63nſe of the Phariſees. leſt they © ©: 
Chriſt's example, and Ghoolt be t 35 he Synz. 
all his Apoſtles. I. In Fut. out ot the Syna- 1 
Preaching. 2. Pray- SOꝶgUè. And Jeſus cryed out a- 1 
ing. 3. In Singing. mong them, and ſaid, He that be- 
ſlieveth on me, believeth not on 

me, but on him that ſent me. I am come a Light 
into the World, that whoſoever believeth on me, 
ſhould not abide in Darkneſs. And if any Man 
hear my Words, and believe not, I judge him not; 
for I came not to judge the World, but to ſave the © 
World. He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my 
Words, hath one that judgeth him; the Word that 
I have ſpoken ſhall judge him at the laſt day; and 

= -. ſo on, John 12. | A 

1 i And Chriſt told the Phariſees, that the Kingdom 
of God came not by Obſervation; but the Kingdom 

of God was within them. And when he ſent forth © 
his Diſciples, he ſaith, As ye go, preach, ſaying, X 
The Kingdom of God is at hand, Mar. 10. Alſo 

when he ſent out the Seventy, he ſaid, Heal the Sick 
: - | that 


WTY 


of; that are therein; and ſay, The Kingdom of God is 
be nigh unto you, Lyke 10. 9. And we allo ſee by the 

"Epiſtles of the Apoſtles, which are left upon Record, 
of after what manner of Doctrine, and Exhortation 
his they ſpake unto the People; as the Apoſtle John, 
ho was the beloved Diſciple, what he hath writ- 
ten in that, which hath been already mentioned in 
the Firſt, Second, Third, and Fourth Chapters of 
Alſo the Apoſtle Peter, in his firſt Epiſtle, faith; 
For we have not followed cunning deviſed Fables, 
"when. we made known unto you the coming of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; but we are Eye-witneſſes of his 


his Majeſty : For he received from God the Father, Ho- 
cht nour and Glory, when there came ſuch a Voice to 


him from the excellent Glory, ſaying, This is my Be- 
es, loved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. And this Voice, 
nd which came from Heaven, we heard, when we were 
ief with him in the holy Mount. We have allo a more: 
be- ſure Word of Prophecy, whereunto ye do well that 
ey Ve take heed, as unto a Light that ſhineth in a dark 
na- place, until the Day dawn, and the Day-Star ariſe in 
a- Jour Hearts. Here the Apoſtle directs them to a more 
be- ſure Word, than that which was heard in the Mount, 
on which came from the Excellent Glory, which they 
cht taking heed unto, might have the Day to dawn, and 
ne, the Day-Star to ariſe in their Hearts: This was a 
an true and a right Miniſter. Alſo he faith, Knowing 
dt; this firſt, that no Prophecy of the Scriptures is of 
the any private Interpretation, 2 Fer. 1. How is it then 
ay that it is kept ſo private, that none muſt interpret 
iat it but Learned Men, ſuch as have been at Oxford 
or Cambridge. But the Apoſtle ſaith, That the Pro- 
phecy came not in old time by the Will of Man, 
but holy Men of God ſpake, as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghoſt. But thoſe that have had Learning 


_ at Cambridge and Oxford, will hardly give a right 
2 Interpretation of that which the Holy Ghoſt hath 


2 ſpoken forth, 1 
: B b EE © 
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But when the Apoſtle wrote to Timothy, who was a X 
Biſhop, and an Overſeer made by the Holy Ghoſt, to 
him he ſaith, Continue thou in the things which |: 
thou haſt learned, and haſt been aſſured of, know- 
ing of whom thou haſt learned them; and that from 
a Child thou haſt known the holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make thee wiſe unto Salvation, through ! 
Faith in Chrift Jeſus. Here Timothy did not go to 
Cambridge nor Oxford, nor no ſuch place, to learn 
what he had done from a Child. All - Scripture 2 
(faith he) is given by Inſpiration of God, and is 
profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, 
tor Inſtruction, that the Man of God may be per- 
_—_ throughly furniſhed unto all good Works, 
2 47M. 3. . | "4 
And when Peter ſpeaketh of his beloved Brother 
Paul, and of his Epiſtles which he had written, and 
what he ſpake: Some things, he ſaith, are hard to 
be underſtood, which they that are unlearned and 
unſtable wreſt, as they do alſo the other Scriptures, 
unto their own Deſtruction, 2 Pet. 3. So they that 
Have not the Inſpiration of the Almighty, and Mo- 
tion of the Spirit of the Lord God, the ſame that 
gave forth the Scriptures, when they come to Inter- 
pret them, and give Meanings to them, being un- 
learned therein, they juſt wreſt them to their own 7 
Deſtruction, and therefore they do not profit the | 
People at all: Theſe be they who ſeparate them 
ſelves, Men that are ſenſual, not having the Spi- 
rit, Fude 19. | „ N 
Allo the Apoſtle Paul, when he was ſent forth to 
Preach the Goſpel of Chriſt, the Voice that ſpake 
unto him, when he was ſtruck down unto the Earth 
with the ſight of a Viſion, ſaid unto him, Ariſe, } 
ſtand upon thy Feet, for I have appointed thee for 
this purpoſe, to make thee a Miniſter and a Witneſs, 
both of theſe things thou haſt ſeen, and of thoſe 
things in the which I {hall appear unto thee; deli- 
vering thee from the People, and from the Gentiles, 
unto whom now I ſend thee, to open their * 
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and to turn them from Darkneſs to Light, and from 

the Power of Satan unto God, Ads 26. | 
And according to this, the Apoſtle confeſſed him- 


1” ſelf, when he wrote to the Romans, I am a Debtor 
both to the Greeks and to the Barbarians, both to 


the Wiſe and the Unwiſe, ſo much as in me is, I am 


| Y ready to preach the Goſpel to you that are at Roe 
2 alſo: For I am not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
for it is the Power of God unto Salvation, to every 


one that believeth; to the Jew firſt, and alſo to the 


Greek: For therein is the Righteouſneſs of God re- 


vealed from Faith to Faith. And the Wrath of God 
is revealed againſt all Ungodlineſſ and Unrighteouſ- 
neſs of Men; becauſe that which may be known of 
God, 1s manifeſted in them, for God hath ſhewed it 


unto them. And thus the Apoſtle goes on, exhort- 


ing and teaching the Romans, in the firſt and ſecond 
Chapters, and telleth them, That God will render 
to every Man accortling to his Deeds; to them who 


by patience continue in well doing, ſeek for Glory, 


and Honour, and Immortality, and Eternal Life : 
But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey 
the Truth, but obey Unrighteouſneſs; Indignation 
and Wrath. For, ſaith he, there is no Reſpect of 
Perſons with God: For as many as have ſinned with- 
out the Law, {hall periſh without the Law; and as 
many as have ſinned in the Law, ſhall be judged by 
the Law; for not the Hearers of the Law are juſt 
before God, but the Doers of the Law ſhall be juſti- 


W . fled, Oc. 8 


And in the Tenth of the Romans, where he is 
ſpeaking of his Hearts Deſire and Prayer to God for 
I/rael, he tells them, That Chriſt is the End of the 
Law to every one that believeth. For, ſaith he, the 


Righteouſneſs of Faith 1 on this wiſe, Say 


not in thy Heart, who ſhall aſcend into Heaven, 
that is, to bring Chriſt down from above? or who 
{ſhall deſcend into the deep, that is, to bring Chriſt 
up again from the dead? But what faith it? The 
Word is nigh thee, even in thy Mouth, and in 
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thy Heart, that is the Word of Faith which we 


preach. N SL. 
And when he wrote to the Hebrews, he rehearſeth 


the New Covenant, that the Prophets Iſaiab and Fe- 
remiah had propheſied of, and ſaith, This 1s the 
Covenant that I will make with them after thoſe 


Days, ſaith the Lord, I will put my Laws into their 
Hearts, and in their Minds will I write them, Heb. 
10. Theſe, with many more places of Scripture, 
might be inſtanced of the Apoſtles, how they mini- 
ſtred both in Preaching and Writing. 


And in the firſt Epiſtle of John, he faith, That 
which was aps. om beginning, which we have 


heard, which we have ſeen with our Eyes, and our 
Hands have handled the Word of Life, This we de- 
clare unto you, that ye may have fellowſhip with 
us; and truly our fellowſhip is with the Father, and 
with his Son Jeſus Chriſt. Here was a right Mini- 
ſter of God, that would have had thoſe he wrote to, 
to have been in fellowſhip with him, who was in fel- 


lowſhip with the Father and with the Son; and there- 


fore he ſaith unto them, Theſe things I write unto 


vou, that your Joy may be full. This then is the 
Meſſage which we have heard from him, and declared 


unte you, That God is Light, and in him is no 
Darkneſs at all. If we ſay we have fellowſhip with 


him, and walk in Darkneſs, we lye, and do not the 


truth; but if we walk in the Light, as he is in the | 


Light, we have fellowſhip one with another, and 
the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from 
all Sin. And again, the ſame Apoſtle ſaith, A new 
Commandment I write unto you, which thing is 
true in him and in you; becauſe the Darkneſs is 


paſt, and the true Light now ſhineth. Let that 


therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from 


the beginning: If that which ye have heard from s | 


the beginning ſhall abide in you, ye ſhall alſo con- 


tinue in the Son, and in the Father. Theſe things 


have I written unto you, concerning them that ſe— 


duce you: But the Anointing, which ye have re- 


ceived 
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| ceived of him, abideth in you; and ye need not that 


any Man teach you, but as the ſame Anointing teach- 
eth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lye; 
even as he hath taught you, ye ſhall abide in him: 


Por ye have an Unction from the Holy One, and ye 


know all things, 1 John 2. 

Here is ſound, firm, and wholſome Teaching, that 
theſe holy Men of God taught, thoſe thar they 
taught; but contrary to their Teaching, have In- 
ventions and Teachings of Men been for many Ages 
and Generations in this dark Night of Apoſtacy; in 
which the pure, and holy, and glorious Church of 
Chriſt hath been gone into the Wilderneſs, where 
ſhe hath had a place appointed her of God, until 
the One thouſand two hundred and threeſcore Days 
were accompliſhed, which John ſaw, Rev. 12. But 
now ſhe 1s coming forth again, Glory to the Higheſt 
for ever: And the Man-Child, which hath been 
caught up to God, and to his Throne, 1s coming to 
Rule all Nations; and now are theſe Miniſters of 
Darkneſs, which have miniſtred in the Night, com- 
ing to be ſeen, now that the Day appears. For 
God, that hath commanded Light to ſhine out of 
Darkneſs, hath ſhined in our Hearts, and hath given 
us the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of God 
in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, which is the Son of 
Righteouſneſs, by which we ſee and comprehend 
them all. So to proceed to the Particulars. : 

The firſt thing that I except againſt in Matter 
and Form of their Worſhip, viz. All ſorts of Preach- 
ers and Teachers that are out of Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles Spirit, Doctrine and Rule, is the taking a part 


or portion of Scripture for a Text, and adding there- 


to their own Inventions, which they ſtudy out of 
their own Brain; and alſo bringing other Authors, 
who have done the like, many of them not Chriſtians 
but Heathens; and thus make an Image, and ſet up, 


and deceive poor People's Souls, and keep them ever 


learning, but never come to the knowledge of the 


Truth; and are more ignorant of God, than many 
Bb; Heathens 


1 
Heathens that never profeſſed Chriſt, nor the Scrip- 
tures; and ſo it is ordinary with them to bring the 
Heathens Philoſophy in that which they prepare 
for them, and ſtir them up; and this is quite con- 
trary to Chriſt and the Apoſtle's Practice. 


It is true, Chriſt took the Book when it was de- 


livered unto him, and he open'd and look'd upon 
it, and found a place where it was written in 1/a:aþ 


61.1. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, be- 
cauſe he hath anointed me to preach the Goſpel to 
the Poor; he hath ſent me to heal the Broken- | * 


hearted, to preach Deliverance to the Captives, 
and recovering of Sight to the Blind, and ſet 


at Liberty them that are Bruiſed, to preach the 
acceptable Year of the Lord. And he cloſed the | 


Book, and gave it again to the Miniſter, and fate 


down; and he began to ſay unto them, This day is 


this Scripture fulfilled in your Ears: And all bare 


him witneſs, and wondred at the gracious. words 


that proceeded out of his Mouth. And they ſaid, 


Is not this Fo/eph's Son? Luke 4. 


Now this was he that the Prophet Iſaiah prophe- 7 


ſied of; and therefore when he began to preach, he 
turned to this Scripture, to let them ſee that this 
Prophecy was fulfilled, and ſo cloſed the Book. 


But when he preached among them, and taught, as 


ye may read through all the Evangeliſts; as firſt, 
in Aat. 5. and in Luke6. He opened unto them the 
Law, and alſo told them, That whoſoever did break 


one of the leaſt Commandments, ſhould be called 


leaſt in the Kingdom. And taught the Diſciples, 
ſaying, Let your Light ſo ſhine before Men, that 
they may ſee your good Works, and glorifie your 
Father which is in Heaven. Think not that I come 


to deſtroy the Law, or the Prophets; I am not come 
to deſtroy, but to fulfil, For verily I ſay unto you, 


till Heaven and Earth paſs, one jot or one tittle ſhall 


in no wiſe paſs from the Law till all be fulfilled. 4 
For I ſay unto you, Except your Righteouſneſs thall 3 


exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, 


ISIS 
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ye ſhall in no caſe enter into the Kingdom of God. 
' This was the manner of his Preaching and Teaching, 
and ſo he goes on, and opens unto them the Law; 
= and tells them it had been ſaid ſo in the Old Time; Ye 
have heard it hath been ſaid in the old Time, thou 
malt not forſwear thy ſelf: But I ſay unto you, 
7 Swear not at all. And it hath been ſaid unto you 
in the old Time, An Eye for an Eye, and a Tooth 
for a Tooth; but I ſay unto you, reſiſt not Evil, 
2 He that ſmites thee on the one Cheek, turn the other. 
And thus he goes on in opening of the Law, of which 
he was to fulfil every jot and tittle, and alſo open- 
ing unto them the Myſteries of the Goſpel, which is 
Love even to Enemies; and which the Apoſtle ſaith, 
is the fulfilling of the whole Law. And he told 
them, that ſo they might be the Children of their 
Father which is in Heaven; for he maketh his Sun 
to riſe on the Evil and on the Good; and ſends Rain 
on the Juſt and on the Unjuſt. Be ye therefore Per- 
fed, as your Heavenly Father is Perfect. : 
Here is the perfect Miniſtry indeed, of the true 
Circumciſion, which makes the true Jew indeed in- 
ward, which circumciſeth the Heart with his Holy 
Spirit. The Apoſtle ſaith, Now I ſay unto you, 
that Jeſus Chriſt was a Miniſter of the Circumciſton, 
for the Truth of God, to confirm the Promiſes unto 
Abraham : And that the Gentiles might glorifie God 
for his Mercy; and ſo the Bleſſing of Abraham, may 
be upon all, Jews and Gentiles : All that are in the 
Faith, are bleſſed with faithful Arabam. And this 
„ is he of whom the Apoſtle to the Hebrews faith, 
t We have ſuch an High Prieſt, who is ſet on the 
r right Hand of the Throne of the Majeſty in Heaven: 
e A Miniſterof the Sanctuary, and of the true Taber- 
e _— which the Lord hath pitched, and not Man, 
1 Heb. 8. | | | | 1 | 
1 IF And as he was a Miniſter of the ſame Sanctuary, 
. = which God hath pitched, ſo alſo were his Apoſtles, 
1 they preached by his holy Spirit. For as God is 
true, (faith Paul the Apoſtle) ſo our Word to you- 
5 B b4 „ wards 


1 


wards was not yca, and zay; for the Son of God, 
Jeſus Chriſt, who was preached among you by us, 


even by me, and Syluanus, and Timotheus, was not 
yea, and ray; but in him was yea - For all the Pro- 


miſes of God, are in him Tea, and in him, Amen. 3 


E Cort. 


And by this Spirit and Power of the Lord Jeſus, 9 


did Stephen, who was full of Faith and Power, do 
great Wonders and Miracles among the People; and 
when the falſe Witneſſes came to accuſe him before 


the high Prieſt, and thoſe that ſate in Counſel, loox- 
ing ſtedfaſtly on him, ſaw his Face as it had been 
the Face of an Angel: Then ſaid the high Prieſt, | 
Are theſe things ſo? And he ſaid, Men, Brethren, : 
and Fathers, hearken; and he began at Abraham, 
and he opened unto them the Royal and Holy Seed, 


—_— v 


throughout the Scriptures, until he came to Chriſt 
| Jeſus, whom he ſaid they had crucified and lain. 


And he ſaid, Ye Stiff-necked, and Uncircumciſed 
in Heart and Ears, ye do always reſiſt the Holy - 
Ghoſt, as your Fathers did, ſo do ye: Which of the 
Prophets have not your Fathers Perſecuted? And 
they have Slain them which ſhewed before of the com- 
ing of the ſuſt One, of whom ye have been now the Be- 


trayers and Murtherers. When they heard theſe things, 
they were cut to the Heart, and gnaſhed on him 
with their Teeth : But he being full of the Holy 


Ghoſt, looked ſtedfaſtly into Heaven, and ſaw tlie 
Glory of God; and he ſaid, Behold! I ſee Heaven = 


open, and the Son of Man ſtanding on the right Hand 
of God. And they cryed with a loud Voice, and 


ſtop'd their Ears, and ran upon him, and caſt him 2 
out of the City, and Stoned him: And they ſtoned | 
Stephen, he calling upon God, and ſaying, Lord | 


Jeſus receive my Spirit, A#s 7. 
Alſo Faul, when he came to Antioch, and went 
into the Synagogue on the Sabbath Day; after the 


reading of the Law and the Prophets, the Rulers of : 


the Synagogue ſent to him and his Company, and 
ſaid, Men and Brethren, if ye have apy Exhorta- 


tion 


 - 2 © 

tion to the People, ſay on. Then Paz! ſtood up, and 
beckoned with his Hand, and ſaid, Men of I/rael, 
and ye that fear God, give Audience. And he be- 
gan to declare, how God brought their Fathers out 
of Egypt, with a high Hand; and how they were 1n 


the Wilderneſs, and how he deſtroyed the Nations 
of the Land of Canaan; and how they were govern- 
ed, from that time-unto Chriſt ; and how that Chriſt 
came of the Seed of David; and likewiſe how the 
” Rulers of Feruſalem dealt with Chriſt, and though 
they found no cauſe of Death in him; yet deſired 
they Pilate that he ſhould be ſlain. And when they 
lad fulfilled all that was written of him, they took 
im down from the Tree, and laid him in a Sepul- 


chre; but God raiſed him from the dead, and after- 


d, wards he preached unto them his Reſurrection; as 


4 may be read at large throughout Acts 13. And how 


in. the Gentiles alſo ſhould partake of his Reſurrection; 


> but the Jews contradicted and blaſphemed againſt 
their Doctrine. Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold 
and ſaid, It was neceſſary that the Word of God 
mould firſt have been preached to you Jews; but 


+2 ſeeing you put it from you, and judge your ſelves 


2? unworthy of Everlaſting Life; Lo! we turn unto 
, the Gentiles, for ſo hath the Lord commanded us: 
m L have ſet thee to be a Light to the Gentiles, that 


thou ſhonld'ſt be for Salvation to the Ends of the 
Earth. And when the Gentiles heard this, they 


pere glad, As 13. 


Thus we ſee how the Apoſtles opened unto them 
the Myſtery of the Reſurrection of Chriſt, as alſo 
Chriſt himſelf, when he met with the Diſciples, 
after his Reſurrection; and they not knowing him, 
told him what things had happened concerning 
Chriſt. He ſaid unto them, O Fools, and flow of 
Heart; ought not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe things, 
and to enter into his Glory. And beginning at Aſo- 
ſes and all the Prophets, he expounded unto them 
in all the Scriptures the things concerning himſelf, 
Luke 24. —?ʒꝛ 

And 


— — 
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And this is the matter, and manner, and method 
of all Chriſt's Miniſters, to preach the Reſurrection 
of Chriſt Jeſus, in his Light and Spirit, which is a 
Myſtery to all Carnal Men, and Carnal Minds: 
And this is not a deal of Imaginations, and Divi- 
nations of the Brain, and Studyings of Men, who 
take one Verſe of Scripture, and add unto it what 
they pleaſe, out of other Old Anthor's Writings, 
Heathen Philoſophers, or any thing that will make 
up an Hour's Talk, till their Glaſs be run, which is 
quite contrary to the Apoſtles Practice, and that 
which they witneſſed, and exhorted againſt; for he 

faith unto the Coloſſians, As ye have received Chriſt 

Jeſus, fo walk ye in him; rooted and built in him, 

eſtabliſhed in the Faith, as ye have been taught. 
Beware leſt any Man ſpoil you through Philoſophy, 

and vain Deceit, after the Traditions of Men, after 
the Rudiments of the World, and not after Chriſt, + 
Col. 2. Here is an expreſs Command laid upon them, 
that they ſhould not be deceived by the Teachings 
of Men, who taught not after Chriſt. 3 
And the Apoſtle ſaith alſo, that Chriſt ſent him, 
not to preach the Goſpel with Wiſdom of Words; 
For, (ſaith he) it is written, I will deſtroy the Wiſ- = 
dom of the Wiſe, and bring to nothing the Under- _ 
ſtanding of the Prudent. Where is the Wiſe ? Where 
is the Scribe? Where is the Diſputer of this World? 
Hath not God made Fooliſh the Wiſdom of this 
World? For after that in the Wiſdom of God, the 
World by Wiſdom knew not God; it pleaſed God 
by the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching, to ſave them that 
believe. For the Jews require a Sign, and the Greeks © 
ſeek after Wiſdom, but we preach Chriſt Crucified, 
unto the Jews a Stumbling-block, and unto the 
Greeks Fooliſhneſs; but unto them that are called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Chriſt the Power of God, and 
the Wiſdom of God: Becauſe the Fooliſhneſs of God 
is wiſer than Men, and the Weakneſs of God, ſtronger 
than Men: For ye ſee your Calling, Brethren, how © 
that not many Wile Men after the Fleſh, not many; 
. 35 Mighty 


7 
Þ 
3 


a 


d |. Mighty, not many Noble are called; but God hath 
n _ choſen the Fooliſh Things of the World to confound 
a the Wiſe; and God hath choſen the Weak Things of 
s: the World, to confound the Things which are Migh- 


1- 3 ty; and Baſe Things of the World, and Things 


10 which are deſpiſed, hath God choſen; yea, and 


at Things which are not, to bring to nought Things 
s, which are, that no Fleſh ſhould Glory in his Pre- 
ke ſence; but thoſe that Glory, ſhould Glory in the 


is Lord, 1 Cor. 1. 

And the Apoſtle faith farther, And my Speech 
and Preaching was not with inticing Words of Man's 
ſt _ Wiſdom, but in the Demonſtration of the Spirit and 
m, of Power; that your Faith ſhould not ſtand in the 
it. | Wiſdom of Men, but in the Power of God. How beit 
y, we ſpeak Wiſdom among them that are Perfect; yet 
er not the Wiſdom of this World, nor of the Princes 
of this World, that come tonought ; but we ſpeak the 
- 2 Wiſdom of God in a Myſtery ; even the hidden Wiſ 
gs dom which God ordained before the World. For 
we have not received the Spirit of the World, but 


m, that ſpirit that is of God, that we might know the 


things that are freely given us of God; which Things 
if. = we ſpeak not in the Words which Man's Wiſdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth; com- 
ere paring Spiritual Things with Spiritual. 5 

Nere the Apoſtle teſtifies clearly againſt the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of Mens Teaching, which is a clear Teſtimony 
= againſt the Teachings that have been in theſe laſt 
Ages; for that hath been taught for many Genera- 
tions of Teachers, ſince the Apoſtles Days; the Wiſ- 
dom of Men, and Traditions of Men, and Inventi- 
ons, and Imaginations of Men, one quoting and re- 
hearſing what another ſaith, quite contrary to the 


i hr 


r 


= Apoſtles Practice. We do not make our ſelves of 
the Number, or compare our ſelves with ſome that 
3od |; commend themſelves, and meaſuring themſelves 
ger by themſelves are not wiſe. But we will not boaſt 
ow our Selves, above our Meaſure; but according to the 
ny Mealure of the Rule which God hath diſtributed to 
ity 5 =... 
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us; for we come as far as you alſo, in preaching 45 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, not boaſting of things witl- 
out our Meaſure, of other Mens Labours, nor to boaſt _ 


of another Man's Line made ready to our Hands, 
2 Cor. 10. Not that we are ſufficient of our ſelves, 
to think any thing as of our ſelves, but our Sufficien- 


cy is of God; who hath alſo made us able Miniſters 
of the New Teſtament, not of the Letter, but of the 
Spirit, for the Letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth Life, 
2Cor. 3. 6. In this Chapter the Apoſtle gives his 
Teſtimony, that the Life of the Miniſtry is in the 
Miniſtration of the Spirit. As alſo in Rom. 7. But | 
now we are delivered from the Law, that being dead 
wherein we were held, that we ſhould ſerve in new- 
neſs of Spirit, and not in the oldneſs of the Letter; 
which he calls, the Miniſtration of Death, in the a- 


fore-mentioned Chapter. 


And when he writes to his Son Timothy, who was 
' a Biſhop, he faith thus, I charge thee. therefore be- 
fore God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge 
the quick and the dead, at his appearing, and his 
Kingdom; preach the Word, be inſtant in Seaſon, 7 
and out of Seaſon; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
Long - ſuffering and Doctrine; for the time will come 
when they will not endure ſound Doctrine; but after 
their own Hearts Luſts, ſhall heap to themſelves | 


Teachers, having itching Ears, and they ſhall turn 
away their Ears from the Truth, and ſhall be turn- 
ed unto Fables, 2 Tim 4. | 
Here the Apoſtle was a true Prophet, and ſaw the 
Apoſtacy coming on, and therefore he laid a hard 
charge upon Timothy : For, faith he, watch thou in 
all things, endure Afflictions, do the Work of an 
Evangeliſt ; make full Proof of thy Miniſtry ; for I 


am ready to be offered, and the time of my Depar- 


ture draweth nigh, 2 Tim. 4. | 
As alſo when he writes to the Theſſalonians, of the 
Day of the Lord, and of the Man of Sin, the Son of 


Perdition, and thanks God for them, who had cho- 
ſen them to Salvation, through Sanctification of the 
| Spirit 
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the Truth, whereunto he called 


I his Scripture the Papiſts, and many others, 
make a Cloak and a Covering for teaching their 
Traditions; becauſe the Apoſtle bids them hold faſt 
the Traditions that they had taught them, by their 
| ? Goſpel; which in the Words before, he ſaith, was 
to the obtaining of the Glory of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
the which they had good reaſon to hold faſt; for if 
they let that go, they were not like to attain to ſuch 
another: But there is no Compariſon between theſe, 
and the Traditions of the Prieſts in the Apoſtacy, 
either Papiſts or others; for through their teaching 
of their Traditions, they have done nothing but 
brought People into a Body of Darkneſs, and into 
_ *a Heap of Ignorance, keeping them Ignorant both 
of the Scriptures, and all that is Good; For if Peo- 
ple had but Liberty to look into the Scriptures, they 
would ſoon be wiſer than their Teachers, and ſee 
their groſs Darkneſs: But they tell them, they can- 
not underſtand them, they muſt be expounded by 
learned Men; and ſo will not let the Light of Chriſt 
ariſe in Peoples Hearts, nor never direct their Minds 
to it, but keep them in Darkneſs, and make a Trade 
of the Scriptures for their own Advantage, and ſo 
= deceive poor Peoples Souls. And theſe Scriptures 
may ſerve to prove this particular of the fourth 


= Head, which is, concerning their Worſhip, which is, 
heir matter and manner of Preaching. 
** Theſecondparticular of that Head, is their Prayer, 
which is alſo contrary to Scripture Example, they 
ME having Prayers formed and made by Men, as all 
their other Worſhip is, and fo read their Prayers in 
Books, and ſet any to read it, if he have but the 
= Name of Curate or Clerk, if he read but that in the 
Book, they account it Pray ing: And if any of the 
8 | 1 


| 
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greater Sort, as Biſhops, Deans, Vicars, or Parſons, 


if they pray, they either pray in a Book, or elſe 
they have a Prayer formed up, and made and pre- 


| pared before-hand, that they pray. And many 
times they ſet wild and wanton Boys, with Prieſt, 


and Clerk, and all the People to Sing their Prayers, 
and this they account and call Praying. 


When Chriſt Jeſus in his Sermon in the Mount, 
was teaching the People ſeveral Things, gn row 


ſaid before) as concerning Alms, and many. other 
Particulars, in which he bad them not to do as the 


Phariſees did; he alſo ſpake to them that they ſhould 
not pray as they did; for they prayed ſtanding in 


the Synagogues. And, ſaith he, When ye pray, uſe 
not vain Repetitions, as the Heathens do: Be not ye 


therefore like unto them, for your Father knoweth 
what things ye have need of, before ye alk. After 


this manner therefore Pray ye; Our Father which 
art in Heaven, &c. And ſo he giveth them ſeveral 
particular Heads, what they ſhould pray for, and 


after he had done that, he rehearſeth theſe Words 


again; If ye forgive Men their Treſpaſſes, your Hea- 
venly Father will forgive you; but if ye forgive 
not Men their Treſpaſſes, neither will your Heaven- 


1y Father forgive you your Treſpaſſes, Hart. 6. And! 


again he ſaith unto one of his Diſciples, who deſir'd 
him to teach them to pray, he ſaid unto them, 
When ye ftand praying, forgive if ye have ought 


_ againſt any, that your Father alſo which is in Hea- | 


ven, may forgive you your Treſpaſles; but if you 
do not forgive, neither will your Father which 1s in 
Heaven forgive your Treſpaſles, Hark II. 25. 


Now how the Biſhops, and all their Officers which | 


they imploy under them, forgive thoſe that Treſ- 
paſs againſt them, is manifeſted by their Courts 
they keep; as alſo all the Papiſts, Biſhops, Prieſts, 


and Jeſuites, that make this Prayer be ſaid over fo 


often by their People, how they forgive thoſe that 
Treſpaſs againſt them, is alſo manifeſted by their 
Inquiſitions, Wracks and Tortures; and yet this 

5 Prayer 
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Prayer they make their ground for all the Forms, 
and forming up of Prayers, which is quite contrary 
to the Apoſtle's Practice and Doctrine; for he ſaith, 


| We are ſaved by hope; but hope that is ſeen, that 


is not hope; but if we hope for that we ſee not, then 
do we with Patience wait for it. Likewiſe the Spi- 


Tit helpeth our Infirmitities; for we know not what 


we ſhould pray for as we ought, but the Spirit it 


ſelf maketh Interceſſion for us, with Groanings which 


cannot be uttered; and he that ſearcheth the Heart, 
knoweth the Mind of the Spirit, becauſe he maketh 
Interceſſion for the Saints, according to the Will of 
God, Rom. 8. | | | 

And this Spirit is he that knows the Mind of 
Chriſt, and the Will of God; and therefore the Apo- 
{tle ſaith, I will pray with the Spirit, and I will 
pray with Underſtanding alſo, 1 Cor. 14. For the 
Spirit, ſaith he, ſearcheth all things, even the deep 
things of God; for what Man knoweth the things 
of a Man, ſave the Spirit of a Man that is in him; 
even ſo the things of God knoweth no Man, ſave 
the Spirit of God : For the Natural Man knoweth 


not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 


fooliſhneſs to him, becauſe they are ſpiritually dif- 
cerned. So how can theſe Natural Men, that read 
a Prayer in a Book, pray unto God, that know not 
the things of God? and what effect can ſuch Prayers 
have? Indeed the Prayers of the Righteous avail 
much, if they be fervent : But can their Prayers a- 
vail that are unrighteous, and know not the things 


of God, neither have any fervency in them? 


But the Apoſtle ſaith, We know the Mind of 
Chriſt; and therefore he ſaith, Be kindly affectioned 
one towards another, with Brotherly Love, in Ho- 
nour preferring one another; not ſlothful in Buſineſs, 
fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord: Rejoycing in 
Hope, patient in Tribulation, continuing inſtant in 
Prayer, Rom. 12. 12. And again, Peter ſaith, As 


every Man hath received the Gift, even ſo miniſter 


the ſame one to another, as good Stewards of the 
| N | | manifold 
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' manifold Grace of God: If any Man ſpeak, let him | :( 


which indeed is common, and may be common to 


in the Primitive Times exerciſed. 


the Ark of God, and ſet it in the midſt of the Tent, 
which he had made for it, he offered Burnt - offerings 


3 
ſpeak as the Oracles of God; if any Man miniſter, 
let him do it as of the ability which God giveth; 
that God in all things may be glorified, 1 Per. 4. 2 

So here is a great difference between this ſort of }F 
Praying that the Apoſtle here mentions, and Pray- 
ing by that which is called the Common-Prayer ; Þ 


any that have Eyes and can read it; as alſo ſaying * 
the Pater-Noſters and Ave-Maries of the Papiſts, 7 
though they call that which Chriſt taught his Diſci- t 
Ples the Pater-noſter, but he did not call it ſo; tho 
they patter it over, and teach all People to patter 2? 
it over, but he did not ſo with thoſe he taught it; ( 
but he told them, they ſhould not uſe vain Repeti- 
tions, nor vain Bablings; and he taught them in 
the Holy Spirit of the Lord, and ſo directed them 
that they might learn it in that Spirit, or elſe ge 
would not have learned them to have prayed, That 
the Will 'of God might be done on Earth, as it was 
in Heaven. Vain-bablers and Patterers over of ma- 
ny Words, do not the Will of God on Earth, as it 
is in Heaven, but this Prayer is abuſed by them all, 
as many other places of Scripture are. And this 
may ſerve for the Second Particularof their Worſhip, 
which is Proper, . 
The Third is their Sizging, which indeed is more 
like May-gaming than Worſhipping of God, play- |: 
ing and piping of Organs, and ſetting a Company |: 
of wild, ungodly, light Boys to ſing Tunes to them, 
which is ſuch a kind of Worſhip, as no Chriſtians | 
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It's true, there was in David's and Solomon's Days, 
ſuch as were appointed to miniſter in way of Singing 
and giving Thanks; as David, when he had brought 'F 


and Peace-ofterings betore God; and he appointed by 
certain of the Levites to miniſter before the Ark of 
the Lord, and to xecord, thank and praiſe the Lord | 

| God 
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God of Iſrael. Aſaph the chief, and next to him 
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ac hariab, Faaziel, Shemiramoth, Fehiel, Mattathiah, 
Eliab, Benaiah, and Obed-Edom, 1 Chron. 15, 16, and 
27. and Febiel, with Pſalteries and with Harps: 
But Aſaph made a Sound with Cymbals, Benaiah 
and alſo Elieger the Prieſts with Trumpets, conti- 
nually before the Ark of the Covenant of God. 
Then on that day David delivered firſt this Pſalm, 
to thank the Lord, into the hands of 4/aph and his 
Brethren, who were the Singers: Give thanks unto 
the Lord, call upon his Name, &c. P/al. 105, This 
was upon a ſpecial Occaſion, when the Ark of God 
was brought up among them: And thoſe that David 


committed this Pſalm unto, were ſuch as were ap- 


pointed of God for that Place and Office, as 4/aph, 
and thoſe that were called to that Office. | 
= Alfo Solomon had Singing-Men and Singing- 
Women, Eccleſ. 2.8. and them of this Order came 
with them again out of the Captivity in Babylon, 
Esra 2.41. Neb. 7.67. LE, | h 
Bunt theſe were all before Chriſt: And why may 
not Chriſtians as well imitate Circumciſion, Burnt- 
offerings and Sacrifices, which were in the time of 
the Law, as well as imitate with Singing-Boys ? 
And we do not find that any of the Apoſtles and 
1 Saints in the Primitive Times did ſing David's Pſalms 
in Meeter and Rhime, and turn his Lamentations, 
and Groanings, and Sufferings, and Tears, and An- 
guiſh of his Bones, being burned like a Hearth, and 
that he was as a Pelican in the Wilderneſs, and like 
an Ow! in the Deſart; when he cryed out, that 
his Heart was ſmitten and withered, and his Prayers 
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and Cries, P/al. 102. - | 
Mie do not find that the Apoitles turned this ſtate 


of Weeping and Lamentation of his into Rhime and 
> Meeter, and ſang it: But Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
and Chriſtians and Saints, when they ſung, they 
= ſang with the Spirit in Praiſes to the Lord, and in 
the Joy and Reoycing of the Spirit. This was not 
to take another Man's Sighs, and Groanings, and 
oY WP Lamen- 
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Lamentations, and Tears, and Cries, to turn this in- 
to a Song, and ſing it: This is not the Truth, neither 
is it the Practice of the Spirit of Truth. But when 
the Soul and the Spirit is joyful in the Lord, and 
enjoys his Preſence, and feels his Life; then there 
is Joy, and Honour, and Praiſes given to the Lord 
God, in the Truth and in the Reality, in his o wn“ 
Spirit; and this Glory and Praiſes are acceptable to 
the Lord God: And therefore doth the Apoſtle ſay, | 
Iwill pray with the Spirit, and with the Under- 
ſtanding alſo; I will ſing with the Spirit, and with 
the Underſtanding alſo, 2 Cor. 14. Yet the Apoſtle 
did not turn his Praying into Singing, nor any that! 
have the Spirit of the Lord Jeſus to pray and ſing Þ 


with; but when they pray, they pray unto the Lord, 


and when they ſing, they ſing unto the Lord, yet 
both by his own Holy Spirit. e 1 

When Chriſt Jeſus and his Diſciples were at the 
Paſſover, and that he had broken the Bread, and 


given them the Cup of the New Teſtament, he ſaid Þ* 
unto them, I will drink no more of the Fruit of the 
Vine, until the day that I drink it new in the 
Kingdom of God. And when they had ſung an 


Hymn, they went out into the Mount of Olives, 
Mark 14. 26. 1 

And according to this, the Apoſtle in his Exhor- Þ7 
tation to the Ephe/tans, among many other Particu- Þ* 


lars, he ſaith, Be not drunk with Wine wherein is“ 


exceſs: But be filled with the Spirit, ſpeaking to 
your ſelves in Pſalms and Hymns and Spiritual 


Songs, ſinging and making melody in your Hearts 


to the Lord; giving thanks always for all things 
nnto God the Father, in the Name of our Lord Jeſus | 
Chriſt, Ephe/. 5. 19, 20. | 5 

And again, in his Epiſtle to the Coloſſians, he 


ſaith, Let the Word of Chriſt dwell richly in you, 1 
in all Wiſdom, teaching and admoniſhing one ano- 


ther, in Pſalms, and Hymns, and Spiritual Songs, 
ſinging with Grace in your Hearts to the Lord. 


Likewiſe the Apoſtle James ſaith, Is any among | 


you 
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8 F 
you afflicted? let him pray; is any merry? let him 
ſing Plalms, Jam. 5. | 


* But he ſaith not, ſing thoſe Pſalms which David 


ſang; but the Apoſtles ſung in the Spirit, with 
Grace in their Hearts, as before; and faid, Thoſe _ 
that do Glory and Rejoyce, let them do it in the 
Lord; and in fo doing, they may worſhip and give 
thanks unto the Lord, in Rejoycing and Singing, 
as well as in other parts of Worſhip, in the Spirit 
of the Lord God: But theſe are not wild, wicked, 
ungodly People and Boys, who are imployed in this 
Service in our Days; but the Lord's Holy Spirit, 
where it dwells, and rules, and lives, is the ſame as 
ever it was, and can worſhip the Father in Spirit 
and in Truth; who is a Spirit, and his Worſhip is 
in his own Spirit; and this Spirit ſpeaking, or pray- 
ing, or ſinging, worſhips him. 

More might be ſaid concerning their Altars, and 
Bowing, and Cringing to Stocks and Stones, and 
calling Wood and Stones, ſet together by Men's 
Hands, and adorned with Inventions, 4 Church, but 
all this will fall together. Since that Temple that 
Solomon built, which God commanded, Chriſt ſaid, 
ſhould not be left one Stone upon another of its 
Building, but it ſhould be all thrown down, theſe 
Popiſh Houſes have no long Reign. And fo this 
may ſerve for the finiſhing of the 'Third Particular, 
and Fourth Head, which we except againſt, which 
is their Worſhip. | | 

The Fifth is their Practice, which is fo large, and 
indeed fo contrary to all Scripture-Rule, it is much 
to expreſs the Heads of it, except it be ſuch as are 


- practiſed in it; for the Body of Darkneſs is deep, 


and is ſuch a Puddle to rake in, that it is fit for 
none, but thoſe whoſe Garments are filthy and de- 
filed, to meddle with: Yet for the Seed's ſake, 
which is kept in Bondage and in Captivity, in and 
by this Power of Darkneſs, that hath lodged in this 


| Body of Teachers and Preachers, who have called 


themſelves Chriſtians, both Papiſts, and Proteſtants, 
| CE-2 10 


. 2 — — ——— — I YT 


proceed to mention ſome particular Heads of their 
Practice, and try them by the Scriptures. | 
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in this Night of Apoſtacy, that the true Churcli of 
God hath been in the Wilderneſs, and the Witneſſes 
propheſied in Sackcloth; this hath been a Night of 
Darkneſs, but the Day is ſpringing, Glory to the 
Lord for ever: I ſay, for this Seed's ſake, we ſhall 


And the firſt is that which they call their Study- | 4 
ing, and their placing the very Foundation of their 
Call, and all their Practices in that Function, in that 
which they call Learning; which thing we never | 7 
find, neither in the Old Teſtament nor New, that | 2 
they, who were called to the Office of the Prieft- | ? 
hood, obtained it by ſuch ways and means as they | 7 
uſe, viz. That which they call their Studies and | ? 
Fountains of Learning, which is their Univerſities, | 7 
and in them, ſo many ſeveral Orders and Degrees, 


to ordain and appoint ſuch as belong to that Function 


of the Miniſtry, which we do not find in the Old 
Teſtament, that either Aaron or his Sons, or thoſe 
that were of the Tribe of Levi, were ordained after 
ſuch a manner, and by ſuch Orders as they pretend 
to theirs; for when the Lord ſpake unto Moſes for 
the ſetting np of the Tabernacle, and after what 
manner he ſhould do all things about it; he ſaid, |? 
Thou ſhalt ſet the Laver betwixt the Tent of the 
Congregation and the Altar, and thou {halt put Wa- 
ter therein, and thou ſhalt bring Aaron and his Sons 
unto the Door of the Tabernacle of the Congregation, 7 
and waſh them with Water; and thou ſhalt put up- 
on Aaron the holy Garments, and anoint him, and | 
ſanctifie him, that he may miniſter unto me in the 
Prieſt's Office; and thou ſhalt bring his Sons, and 
cloath them with Coats, and thou ſhalt anoint them 
as thou didſt their Father, that they may miniſter un- 
to me in the Prieſts Office; for their Anointing ſhail 
ſurely be an everlaſting Prieſthood throughout their 
Generations: Thus did Moſes according to all that 
the Lord commanded him, for he ſet the Laver be- 
tween the Tent of the Congregation and the * 8 
. - 5 an 
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and Moſes, and Aaron and his Sons, waſhed their 
Hands and their Feet thereat, as the Lord com- 
manded Moſes, Exod. 28, 29. chap. Levit. 8. 

Moreover, the Lord ſaid unto Hoſes, Take the 
Levites from among the Children of I/rae/, and 


2? cleanſe them; and thus ſhalt thou do unto them, to 


cleanſe them, Sprinkle Water of Purifying upon 
them, and let them ſhave them, all their Fleſh, and 


let them waſh their Clothes, and ſo make them 


clean; then let them take a young Bullock, with 


3 his Meat-offering, even fine Flower mingled with 
Oil; and another young Bullock thou ſhalt take for 
2 a Sin-offering ; and thou ſhalt bring the Levzres be- 


fore the Tabernacle of the Congregation; and thou 


halt gather the whole Aſſembly of the Children of 
2 T/rae! together, and thou ſhalt bring the Levites 
before the Lord, and the Children of 1/rae/ ſhall 
put their Hands upon the Levites, and Aaron ſhall 
= offer the Levites before the Lord, for an Offering 
for the Children of 1/7ae/, that they may execute 
the Service of the Lord; and the Levites ſhall lay 
their Hands upon the Heads of the Bullocks, and 
'2Z thou ſhalt offer the one for a Sin- offering, and the 
bother for a Burnt-offering unto the Lord, to make 
an Atonement for the Levites; and ſhalt ſet the Le- 
= wvites before Aaron, and before his Sons, and offer 

them for an Offering to the Lord. Thus ſhalt thou 
ſeparate the Levites from among the Children of 
= TI/rael, and the Levites ſhall be mine; and after that 

> 1hall the Levites go in, to do the Service of the Ta- 
bernacle of the Congregation, and thou ſhalt cleanſe 
= rhem, and offer them for an Offering; for they are 
= wholly given unto me from among the Children of 
= 1/7ael, inſtead of ſuch as open every Womb, even 
Z# inſtead of the Firſt-born of all the Children of / 
= 7ael, I have taken them unto me; for all the Firſt- 
born of the Children of I/rae/ are mine, both Man 
and Beaſt, in the day that I ſmote the Firſt-born in 
the Land of Egypt, I ſanctified them for my ſelf, 
and 1 have taken the Levites for all the Firſt-born 


Se 2 | of 


of the Children of Ijrael, and I have given the Le- 


commanded them; and the Levites were puriticd, | * 
and they waſhed their Garments, and Aaron offered! 
them as an Offering before the Lord, and Aaron 


the Tabernacle of the Congregation, before Aaron, and 


faying, This is it that belongeth to the Levites, from 


their Brethren in the Tabernacle of the Congrega- 0 


Ihus ſhalt thou do unto the Levites touching their 


here was Waſhing, and Cleanſing, and Purifying, 
and an Offering of two Bnllocks, one for a Sin- 


L 392 
vites as a gift to Aaron, and to his Sons, from among 
the Children of 1/7ae/, to do the Service of the Chil- 
dren of I/7ae/ in the Tabernacle of the Congrega- 
tion, to make an Atonement for the Children of 
Iſrael, that there be no Plague among them, when 
they come nigh my Sanctuary. 


And MzJes and Aaron, and the Congregation off 
Iſrael, did unto the Levites, according as the Lord þ 


2 


made an Atonement for them, to cleanſe them, and. 
after that the Levires went in to do their Service in! 


before his Sons: And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, | 7 


Twenty Years Old and upwards, they ſhall go in, 
to wait upon the Service of the Tabernacle of the 
Congregation, and from the Age of Fifty Tears 
they ſhall ceaſe waiting upon the Service thereof, 
and ſhall ſerve no more; but ſhall miniſter with | ® 


tion, to keep the Charge, and ſhall do no Service: 


Charge, Numb. 8. 15 
Nou here is nothing of Studying, or going to the- 
Univerſities, nor diving, nor divining into the Bo- 
dy of Darkneſs, which defiles and pollutes; but 


offering, another for a Burnt- offering, the Lævites 
being offered, and they lay ing their Hands upon the 
Heads of the Offerings, and Moſes making an A- 
tonement for them, to cleanſe them, before they 
could be admitted into the Service, ( theſe things 
were typical;) and then they were to wait from 
Twenty five Years, and upwards unto Fifty Years, 
before they might ceaſe waiting, and then they | 
were to miniſter with their Brethren in the nur | 
| | | . nacle 
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nacle; but they did not wait at the Univerſities, 
and at the Schools of Learning ; but they waited 
upon the Service of the Tabernacle of the Congre- 
gation; for the Lord had called them for that end, 
that they might make an Atonement for the Chil- 


ren of I1/rae!, that there might be no Plague a- 
= mong them. 


So that it is ſtrange that Miniſters that profeſs 


2 Chriſtianity, and profeſs themſelves to be Miniſters 
of Chriſt, and Miniſters of the Goſpel, ſhould run 
into ſuch Extravagances, being that they profeſs the 


Scriptures, and that they ſhould not walk in By- 
Paths; but they go quite oppoſite to what the Scrip- 
tures of Truth hold forth concerning both the firſt 
and ſecond Prieſthood. It is true indeed, the Lord 
complaineth by his Prophets, when I/7ae/ was gone 
away from the Lord, and turned unto Idolatry and 
Abomination, and was in Rebellion againſt him, 
then he complains of their Teachers, That they ſpeak 


2 a Divination of their own Brain, and not from the 
Mouth of the Lord; but the Lord ſaith, That he 
will fruſtrate the Tokens of the Lyars, and make the 


Diviners mad, and turn the Wiſe Men backward, 
and make their Knowledge Fooliſh. 1/a. 44. | 
And again, he complains of the Blind Watchmen, 
and ſaid, They are all Ignorant, they are all dumb 
Dogs, they cannot Bark, Sleeping, lying down to 
Slumber ; yea, they are greedy Dogs, which can 
never have enough; and they are Shepherds that 
cannot underſtand, they all look to their own way, 
every one for his Gain from his Quarter: Come ye, 
lay they, and I will fetch Wine, and we will fill our 
ſelves with Strong-Drink, and to Morrow ſhall be as 
this Day, and much more abundant, Ji. 56. 
Again, the Lord complains of them by his Pro- 
Phet Feremeh, Feremiab's Heart was broken within 
him becauſe of the Prophets, and his Bones did ſhake 
like a drunken Man, becauſe of the Lord, and the 
Word of his Holineſs; For the Land, ſaith he, is 
full of Adulteries; for becauſe of Swearing the Land 
„„ Le modrneth 


” 


not unto the Words of the Prophets that propheſie 3 | 


Lord. They ſay ſtill unto them that deſpiſe me, 4 


not ſent theſe Prophets, I have not ſpoken unto | Þ 
them, yet they propheſied. I heard when the Pro- 
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mourneth : For Prophet and Prieſt are Prophane; 
yea, in my Houſe have I found their Wickedneſs, |? 
faith the Lord. Wherefore their Ways ſhall be unto | 7 
them as {lippery Ways, in the Darkneſs they ſhall 
be driven on, and fall therein. Iwill bring Evil | 
upon them, even the Year of their Viſitation, ſaith 
the Lord. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Hearken 


unto you; they make you vain, they ſpeak a Viſion | # 
of their own Heart, and not ut of the Mouth of the | > 


The Lord hath ſaid, ye ſhall have Peace. And they þ 
ſay unto every one that walketh after the Imagina--- 
tions of his own Heart, No Evil {hall come upon 
you. But behold! The Whirlwind of the Lord is 
come forth in Fury, and it ſhall fall grievouſly up- | 7 
on the Head of the Wicked; The Anger of the Lord“ 
ſhall not return, till he hath executed, and till he 
hath performed the Thoughts of his Heart. In the 
latter Days ye ſhall conſider it perfectly. I have 
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phet ſaid, that propheſied Lyes in my Name, which 
cauſe my People to forget my Name, as their Fa- 
thers have forgotten my Name for Baal. Is not my 
Word like a Fire, ſaith the Lord, and like a Ham- 
mer, that breaketh the Rocks in Pieces? Therefore 
behold! Jam againft the Prophets, ſaith the Lord, 
that ſteal my Words every one from his Neighbour. 
Behold! Jam againſt the Prophets, ſaith the Lord, 
that uſe their Tongues, and fay, He ſaith, Behold | FT 
Iam againſt them that propheſie falſe Dreams, and 
tell them, and cauſe my People to err through their 
Lyes, and by their Lightneis; and yet I ſent them 
not, nor commanded them: Therefore they ſhall 
not profit my People at all, ſaith the Lord, Fer 23. 

And again the Lord ſaid unto me, The Prophets 
propheſie Lyes in my Name. I ſent them not, nei- 
ther commanded I them, neither ſpake I unto tizem, il 
yet they propheſied unto you a falſe Viſicn. da 
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the chief Ointment; but they are not grieved at 
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Divination, and a thing of nought, and the Deceit 
of their Heart, Chap. 14. Therefore hearken not ye 
to your Prophets, nor to your Diviners, nor to your 
Inchanters, nor to your Sorcerers; for I have not 
ſent them, yet they propheſie a Lye in my Name, 
that I might drive you out, and ye might periſh, 
Fer. 27. For thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, the God 


l feel, Let not your Prophets, nor your Diviners, 


that be in the midſt of you, deceive you, for they 
propheſie falſly unto you; I have not ſent them, 


{aith the Lord, Fer. 29. 


And Ezekiel ſaith, Her Prophets have daubed them 
with untemper'd Morter; ſeeing Vanity, divining 
Lyes unto them, ſaying, Thus ſaith the Lord, when 
the Lord hath not ſpoken, Ezek. 22. 28. 

And Zechariah ſaith, The Idols have ſpoken Va- 
nity, and Diviners have ſeen a Lye, and have told 
falſe Dreams, and have comforted in vain, Zech. 


10. 2. 
And Micah ſaith, Then ſhall the Seers be aſhamed, 


and Diviners confounded ; yea, they ſhall all cover 


their Lips; for there 1s no Anſwer from God, 


2 8 * 
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After tis Children of Jrael and Judah were fal- 
len away from the Lord God, and from his Wor- 
{hip and Service, into Idolatry, and worſhipping of 
Baal, then their Prieſts, and Prophets, and Teach- 
ers, fell to Divining, and Enchanting in the Power 
of Darkneſs, and fell into all manner of Wickedneſs, 
and Groſneſs, and Prophaneneſs, and Drunkenneſs, 
inſomuch that the Lord complaineth of their drink- 
ing Wine in Bowles: Ye that put far the Evil Day, 
and cauſe the ſeat of Violence to come near; that 


. lie upon the Beds of Ivory, and ſtretch themſelves 
upon the Couches, and eat the Lambs out of the 


Flock, and the Calves out of the midſt of the Stall, 
that chant to the ſound of the Viol, and invent to 
themſelves Inſtruments of Muſick like David; that 
drink Wine in Bowles, and anoint themſelves with 


the 


— 


=. _ 
the Afflictions of Fo/eph, therefore they ſhall go in- 
to Captivity with the firſt, Amos 6. — 
Surely the Diviners, and Inchanters of theſe laſt 
Days, in this Night of Apoſtacy, in which the A- 
poſtle John ſaid that Antichriſt ſhould come, have 


taken Example by theſe falſe Prophets, and falſe 


Teachers, that were fallen away from the Lord, 
and from the Ordinances of his Law, that he gave 
out to thoſe that were to miniſter at the Altar, and 


were to miniſter in the Prieſts Office: When they 


were fallen away into Idolatry, they then fell into 
Divination, and digging and diving into the Dark- 
neſs and Imagination of their wicked Hearts, and ſo 
ſpake falſe Viſions, and falſe Dreams, and falſe 
Propheſies, and ſaid, The Lord faith, when the 
Lord had never ſpoken to them. So it hath been 


with our profeſied Chriſtian Miniſters, in this time | 5 
of Apoſtacy, ſince the Apoſtles Days; they read | * 
the Prophets Words and ſaid, Thus faith the Lord.“. 


And they read Chriſt's Words, and the Holy Apo- 


ſtles Words, who worſhipped the only true God, | : 


and ſpake in and by his Holy Spirit. And they 


themſelves will conteſs the Lord never ſpake unto | 4 


them, neither do they ever expect to know Revela- 


tion, nor hear the Voice of God, as the Apoſtles þ 


did; For they have preached to People, that that 
= ceaſed. - _ | 

And though it is true, that it hath been ceaſed 
among them, in their dark Night of Apoſtacy ; yet 
the Holy Spirit of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which 


ſpake in him, and in all his Holy Apoſtles, is alive, 
and lives for evermore; which he ſent, and ſignified, FR 
by his Servant Fobr, . Rev. 1. Who bare record of 


the Word of God, and the Teſtimony of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and of all things that he ſaw. Who, when 
he ſaw him, fell at his Feet as dead; and he laid his 
right Hand upon him, ſay ing, Fear not, I am the 
Firſt and the Laſt; I am he that liveth and was 
dead, and behold! I am alive for evermore, and 
have the Keys of Hell and Death. Write the 32 
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Z which thou haſt ſeen, and the things which are, 
and the things which ſhall be hereafter. And this 
Revelation which John ſaw of Jeſus Chriſt, will as 
ſurely be fulfilled, as all the other Scriptures that 
22 propheſied formerly of his coming in the Fleſh, 
who in the fulneſs of time came and fulfilled all that 
was written of him. So certainly will he come and 
2 fulfil the Revelations that have been of him, and 
of his Power and great Glory, and of his coming in 
his Spirit; and in his Revelation, by which he re- 
veals the Father, as he ſaid himſelf in the Days of 
his Fleſh, Hereafter I will not ſpeak unto you in 
2 Proverbs, but I will ſhew plainly of the Father, 
Fobn 17. Howbeit, when the Spirit of Truth is 
come, he will guide you into all Truth. And this 
bath the Lord fulfilled, and will fulfil in his Day 
and time appointed; For the Times and Seaſons are 
in the Father's Hand, although they who have been 
in the Darkneſs, have ſtriven to put this Light out, 
when it would have ſhined in their Time. | 
And therefore have they ſtriven together, and 
combined together to make their Mountain Strong, 
and ſet up Schools of Learning, as they call them, 
and educated Youth up in that Darkneſs, and keep 
them ſtudying” and divining in their Brains, till 
many have ſtudied themſelves out of their Wits; 
and fo they might follow their Orders, and Ordina- 
tions, and Degrees, one above another, and one 
below another; and none might ſpeak, nor preach, 
nor read, no nor teach School, but ſuch as take 
Orders, or Degrees, or Licences from them: And 
all this is quite contrary to Scripture-Rule and Ex- 
ample. | 
It is true, the Apoſtle exhorted the Theſſalonians 
to ſtudy to be quiet, and to do their own Buſineſs, 
and to Work with their own Hands, 1 Theſ. 4. 11. 
And wrote to Timothy, to ſtudy to be approved to 
God, a Workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, 
rightly dividing the Word of Truth. 
'This was not Studying 12 their Carnal Wiſdom, 
SE | to 


ae 
to be approved of Men, to ſtudy to invent an Hours 
Talk to pleaſe Men, and fo they take the Scripture, 
and Garniſh, and Adorn, and Flouriſh this dark 
muddy Stuff with it, and when they have done, 
{ell it for Money; and ſo bear Rule by the Poor Peo- 
ples Means, and the poor People are kept ſo in Dark- 
neſs and Ignorance by them, that the People love 
to have it ſo. But, as the Prophet Jaiab faith, 
What will they do in the end thereof? . 
But ſurely the Lord is coming to gather his Flock, 
according as he ſpake by his Prophet Ezekze/, As I 


live, faith the Lord God, becauſe my Flock is be- 


come a Prey, and becauſe there is no Shepherd, nei- 
ther did the Shepherds ſearch for my Flock; but they 
feed themſelves, and not my Flock: Behold! I am 
againſt the Shepherds, Iwill require my Flock at 
their Hands; neither ſhall the Shepherds feed them- 
ſelves any more. I will deliver my Flock from 
their Moyths. As a Shepherd ſeeketh out his Flock, 
in the Day that he is among his Sheep; ſo will I ſeek 
out my Sheep, and will deliver them, Ezz&rel za. 
So the Lord will fulfil his faithful Word, which 
changeth not; however they promiſe themſelves 
Peace, till ſudden Deſtruction come upon them. 
For fo Chriſt ſaid, when he ſpake of the coming 


of the Son of Man in his Power and great Glory, he 


bad them. Watch, and told them, that the Son of 
Man would come as a Thief in the Night; and he 
told them, If the good Man of the Houſe knew at 
what Hour the Thief would come, he would not 
have ſuffered his Houſe to be robbed. And he ſaid, 


Bleſſed is that Servant, that when his Lord cometh, 


is found watching. 1 

Thus you ſee that the Scriptures are utterly a- 
gainſt the Practices of thoſe that have been in the 
Miniſtry, and Teachers of People, ſince the Apo- 
files Days, in the Apoſtacy; for they have nei- 


ther Preſident, nor Example from the Miniſters of 


the Lord, neither under the Law, nor under the | 


Goſpel, as we ſhall prove more fully hereafter. 
i For 
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For when the Lord reproved Edom and E/au, and 


their Priefts, and told them they had offered pol- 
luted Bread upon his Altar, and they had offered 


tte Blind, for Sacrifice, and Lame, and Sick; and 
that from the riſing of the Sun, to the going down 


of the ſame, his Name was polluted; as ye may 
read at large Mal. Chap. 1, 2. He told them that 


he would corrupt their Seed, and ſpread Dung up- 
on their Faces, even the Dung of their ſolemn Feaſts ; 
yet he told them, That his Covenant was with Levi, 
even of Life and Peace, and I gave them to him 
for the Fear wherewith he feared me; the Law of 


Truth was in his Mouth, and Iniquity was not found 


r | a 4 ai Beko, 


in his Lips; hewalked with me in Peace and Equity, 
and did turn away many from Iniquity; for the 
Prieſt's Lips ſhould preſerve Knowledge, and they 
3 ſhould ſeek the Law at his Mouth; for he is the Meſ- 
ſenger of the Lord of Hoſts, but ye are turned 


away, Cc. 

So theſe are none of the Prieſts of our Days, that 
come from'the Univerſities, and have their Orders 
and Degrees from thence, for they confeſs them- 


ſelves to be all polluted and filthy, from the Crown 


of the Head, to the Sole of the Foot ; and they tell 
People they muſt never be free from Sin and Iniqui- 
ty, and they muſt never look for Revelations: So 
theſe are none of Levi's Tribe, for he turned many 
from Iniquity, and the People were to ſeek the Law 
5 e becauſe the Law of Truth was in his 

OUth. | | 


And ſo by what hath been ſpoken before concern- 


. 


ing their attaining to the Miniſtry, as alſo their 


Principles what they hold; you ſee that they are 
none of God's Miniſters under the Law, neither did 
any that were ordain'd of God to be Miniſters under 
the Law, attain to it by ſuch means, or in ſuch a 
manner as they have done to theirs, vig. by School- 
Learning; neither are they God's Miniſters under 
the Goſpel : So that they are neither God's Miniſters 
under the Law nor Goſpel, | 


As 


[ 400 }] - 

As alſo Chriſt, thoſe that he choſe to be Mini- 
ſters, you may read what fort of Men they were, 
When he was on the Coaſt of Zebulon and Naphthai,, | 
he preached unto them Repentance. And as Jeſus | 
was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he ſaw two Bre- 
thren, Peter and Andrew, and he called them: They | ? 
were caſting their Nets into the Sea, for they were 
Fiſhers; and he faith unto them, Follow me, and I 
will make you Fiſhers of Men: And ſtraightway © 
they followed him, Aat. 4. Mark 1. And when he | 7 
had gone a little farther thence, he ſaw James the | 
Son of Zebedee, and Fobn his Brother, who alfo were! 
in a Ship mending their Nets, and ftraightway he | 
called them: And they left their Father in the Ship! 
with the Servants, and went after him. Matthew | © 
was a Publican, Simon a Canaanite. Alſo when Chriſt | - 
ſent forth the Seventy, Luke 10. there were no Uni- | + 
verſities provided for them, nor had they Ordina-- 
tions or Degrees from thence; but ye may read, | 
rey had their Command and Commiſſion from 25 
Im. . | 25 
And again, when he had wrought the Miracle on 
the Man that was ſick of the Palſie, As he paſſed | 7 
from thence, he ſaw a Man named Matthew, fitting | 
at the Receipt of Cuſtom, and he ſaid unto him, 
Follow me; and he aroſe and followed him, Mat- 
thew 9. 9. | 5 ä 
Allo Jeſus, when he was going forth into Galilec, 
findeth Philip, and ſaith unto them, Follow me: 
Philip findeth Nathaniel, and faith unto him, We 
have found him of whom Moſes in the Law and in 
the Prophets did write, Fe/ws of Nazareth, the Son 
of Joſeph, John 1. Alfo two of John's Diſciples, when 
they had heard him ſpeak, and looked upon him, 
followed Jeſus; and one of them which followed him 
was Andrew, Simon Peter's Brother, and he faith un- 
to his Brother, We have found the Meſſiah, which 
by Interpretation is Chriſt, Fob: 1. | 54 
And thus they had the Teſtimony of Chriſt Jeſus 
in their Conſciences, through which they gave 0 > 
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I 
all, and forſook all, and followed him; and he ha- 
ving all Power in Heaven and in Earth given unto 
him, gave them Power and Authority over unclean 
Spirits; inſomuch that they ſaid, the Devils were 
= ſubject unto them. And when they came unto him, 
and told him, he ſaid unto them, Rejoyce not that 
the Devils are ſubject unto you; but rather rejoyce 


that your Names are written in Heaven. And this 


was their Power, and the matter of their Joy, that 
they had their Teſtimony and Commiſſion from him, 
their Lord and Maſter. | | 

So here was no Ordinations of Men, nor Degrees 


| 3 taken from Univerſities, nor Nurturing up in Schools 
of Learning, as hath been in theſe latter Days; for 
this hath all been ſince this Power and Spirit of the 


£ 7" 8% ww tt” I. tw TU Fl . vw&& * WW ww @=u 


Lord Jeſus hath been loſt, and gone from, and re- 
belled againſt, in this Night of Apoſtacy. Alſo af- 
ter this, when the Apoſtle Paul was called to be a 


F > Miniſter, he was called by Viſion, and by the Voice 
of God, and ſent forth by the Command of his Word 
| = and Power, Ads 26.16. and yet he confeſſed him- 
elf, that he was brought up at the Feet of Gamaliel, 
and taught according to the pertect Law of the Fa- 


thers, As 22. 3. Yet he deſires his Brethren, to be- 
ware of Dogs, beware of Evil-workers, beware of 
the Conciſion; for we are the Circumciſion, which 


worſhip God in the Spirit, and rejoyce in Chrift Je- 


ſus, and have no Confidence in the Fleſh; though I 
= might alſo have a Confidence in the Fleſh: If any 
other Man thinketh that he hath whereof he might 
truſt in the Fleſh, I more. Circumciſed the Eighth 
Day, of the Stock of J/rael, &c. But what things 
were gain to me, thoſe I counted loſs for Chriſt: 
Yea, doubtleſs I count all things but Droſs for the 
Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my 
Lord; for whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all things, 
and do count them but dung, that I may win Chriſt, 
and be found in him, Phz/. 3. . 
= Here the Apoſtle clears himſelf concerning his 
Choice, and ſces the Vanity of all tranſitory things; 
TT | and 


— 


CC 
and this was 2 fit Miniſter of the Eternal Goſpel of 
Chriſt, who did not build upon his Humane Know- 
ledge, Learning and Wiſdom ; but choſe the Holy 
Spirit of the Lord God, the Croſs of Chriſt, where- 
by he ſaid, he was crucified to the World, and the 
World to him: And this 1s quite contrary to the 
Miniſtration of Men's Wiſdom before mentioned. 
And fo this may ſuffice for the Firſt Particular of 
the Fifth Head, which is their Practice, to wit, their 
Way and Means to attain to the Miniſtry, 

The Second Particular of the Practice, is the li- 
miting and binding of People unto their Way and 


Worſhip, by their Laws and Courts, which they 


call Eccleſiaſtical, with the ſeveral Degrees of Of- 
fices to get Money from People, and to bring them 


into Bondage, and keep them in Awe and continual 


Trouble, in tying of them up to their Inventions 
and Laws, which they make for their own Gain and 


Advantage, not leaving poor People to the Liberty 4 


of their Conſciences, and to the Freedom of their 
Spirits, but bind them to ſuch things as pertain to 
their own Advantage, and Superiority, and in this 
lord it over poor People's Eſtates, Perſons, and 
Conſciences; and yet they call themſelves Goſpel- 
Miniſters, and in Words profeſs Chriſt and Chriſtia- 


nity. But this is quite contrary to the Practice and 


Example of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles and Miniſters ; 
for thoſe that he ſent forth, into whatſoever City 
they went, they were to enquire who was worthy, 
and there to abide till they went thence. And when 
you come into one Houſe, ſalute it ; and if the Houſe 
be worthy, let your Peace come upon it; but if it be 
not worthy, let your Peace return to you; and who- 
ſoever ſhall not receive you, nor hear your Words, 
when ye depart out of that Houſe, or City, ſhake 
off the Duſt of your Feet, Matt. 10. Mark faith 
thus, And whoſoever ſhall not receive you, nor hear 
you, ſhake off the Duſt under your Feet, for a Teſti- 
mony againſt them; verily I {ay unto you, It * 

| e 


8 4 : wrt * nnn... 
Penn Sad ADE Nan ina ˙ A—T—ͤ—uf 0 A OS 
327Vöͤõͤĩ᷑?u 


8 Af 3 


@ cd 2 - — 2 
'H OP 2 S * 
eee e ee e 


x : 
ER LAST GEES 


. 5 7 2 
* 3 288 8 * 8 : e 5 0 
7 ele IN et Met T7 rn Ns aus 


„ Gan $6 * ee” 24 


> 09 „ 


* WC 


1 
AG 
2 

. 
* 775 

77. 

<4 4 
3 
8 
3 

* 4 
3 
5 
. 
> 
7 


2 
Pe 
1 
- - 
q 
4 
15 
54 
} 55 
78 
5 
Fe 
1 


9 82 * 
r 
Hee & 


1 
0 
: 4 
3 + 
8 
* 
IX — 
% 
* 
5 
1 
* 
I 
7 
I 
* 
* 
2 
. 
. - 
1 
"7 
A _ 
„ 
4 
E 
. 
. 
45 
* 
* 
IT 
1 
9 3 
0 
3 
3 
. 
5 
3 
* > 
2 
YE 
3 
475 
* 


* * 7 \, 
C ö 
n WW" e In 


[ 493 ] - 
be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the Day 
of Judgment, than for that City, Marks. 

And again, when he ſent out the Seventy, he ſaid 
unto them, Into whatſoever Houſe ye enter, firſt 
ſay, Peace be to this Houſe; and | No 
if the Son of Peace be there, your _ The ſecond Particu- 
Peace ſhall reſt upon it; if not, it of 200 2 3 
ſhall return to you again: But in- l Foun their 
to whatſoever City ye enter, and Worſhip, by citing 
they receive you not, go 2 them 10 their Courts. 
way into the Streets of the ſame, 
and ſay, Even the Duſt of your City, which cleaveth 
on us, we do wipe off againſt you; notwithſtanding, 
be ſure of this, that the Kingdom of God 1s come 
nigh unto you; but I ſay unto you, it ſhall be 
more tolerable in the Day of Judgment, Oc. 
Luke 10. EE ” 


And according to this Command of Chriſt, Paul 
and Barnabas, who were ſeparated by the Holy 
Ghoſt for the Work of the Miniſtry, when they. had 


preached the Goſpel among the Jews, and witneſſed 


forth Chriſt Jeſus, and his Sufferings, among the 
les, who had crucified him, and alſo preached him 


unto the Gentiles, and the Jews contradicting Paul's 
Miniſtry : Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and 
faid, They would turn to the Gentiles ; for, ſay 
they, fo hath the Lord commanded us, ſaying, I 
will ſet thee for a Light unto the Gentiles, that thou 
ſhouldeſt be my Salvation to the ends of the Earth: 
But when the Jews heard this, they ſtirred up the 
devout and honourable Women, and chief Men of 
the City, and raiſed Perſecution againſt Paul and 
Barnabas, and expelled them out of their Coaſts; but 
they ſhook off the Duſt of their Feet againſt them, 


and came unto Iconium, Acts 13. 


This was that which the Miniſters of Chriſt, that 
he ſent forth, were to do againſt thoſe that would 
not receive them; not to hale them to Courts, and 
puniſh their Bodies and Eſtates, and make them give 
them Money, by their — 5 them; if they did not 


believe 
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believe in their Doctrine, they did not deliver them 
up to the Civil Magiſtrate, to lay their Laws upon} 
them, and to whip them and ſcourge them, as the 
Chriſtians of theſe Ages have done, both Papiſts and 
Proteſtants; what they cannot do with their Inqui- 
ſitions and Biſhops Courts; they can deliver them 
up to the Civil Magiſtrates, to their Racks and Tor- 
tures, and Hanging and Baniſhment, and Impriſon- 
ment to Death; and this is the way that the Chri- 
ſtians of theſe late Ages have uſed, with ſuch as did 
not believe in their Doctrine of Darkneſs, as many 
Thouſands of Witneſſes might be inſtanced, that 
have born their Teſtimony againſt them, even too 
the loſs of their Lives and Blood; and in this they, 
have been like unto the High-Prieſts, and Scribes, 
and Phariſees, and manifeſted themſelves to be of! 


that Generation, which Chriſt pronounced Woe up- 
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on, That upon them may come all the Righteous 
Blood ſhed upon the Earth, from the Blood of Righl- 


teous Abel, Mat. 23. 


But this was not the way that Chriſt taught hi? 
Diſciples to do; for he ſaid unto them, It is impoſ.- 
ſible but that Offences ſhould come, but woe be to 
them by whom they come; it were better for him, 
that a Milſtone were hanged about his Neck, and! 
he caſt into the Sea, than that he ſhould offend one} 


of theſe little ones. Take heed to your ſelves : If 


A . if. obs fund tags foie ele PN 0 ty = pot jd et 


thy Brother treſpaſs againſt thee, rebuke him; and} 
it he repent, forgive him, and if he treſpaſs againſt} 
thee ſeven times in a day, and ſeven times in a day, 
and turn again unto thee, ſaying, I repent, thouf * 
| ſhalt forgive him. And the Apoſtles ſaid unto the 
Lord, Increaſe our Faith; and the Lord faid, If, 
ye had Faith as a Grain of Muſtard-Seed, ye might 


-q 


lay unto this Sycamine-tree, Be thou plucked up by 
the Roots, and be thou planted into the Sea, and it 
thonld be fo, Luke 17. Here is the Power of their 
Faith and Miniſtry, 

Moreover, he faith, If thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs 
againſt thee, go and tell him his fault between thee 
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6 and him alone: If he will hear thee, thou haſt gain- 


b ed thy Brother; but if he will not hear thee, take 


with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of 
two or three Witneſſes every Word may be eſta- 


and a Publican. Here is no citing to the Biſhop's 
110 A Court, though he was to be brought to the Church, 
it was but to inſtruct him. and exhort him, and to 
ſhew him his fault; and if he would not hear, let 
him be as an Heathen, or as a Publican; not to de- 
liver him up to the Civil Magiſtrate, or to be caſt 
into Priſon all his Days, or to be tortured or racked. 
©, And when Peter heard theſe Exhortations of Chriſt, 
he came unto his Maſter, and ſaid, Lord, how oft 
D * ſhall my Brother fin againſt me, and I forgive him, 
. till ſeven times? Jeſus faith unto him, I ſay not un- 
do thee, till ſeven times, but till ſeventy times ſeven; 
Therefore the Kingdom of God is likened unto a 
Certain King, which would take an account of his 
'F goervants, Cc. Mat. 18. | 
I deſire the Maſters, and Upholders of the Courts 
and Inquiſitions, Racks and Tortures, Impriſoners 
nd and Perſecutors, to read the remaining part of this 
one Chapter, and ſee whether they be not the Men that 
have owed much unto the Lord, and ſinned and 
A tranſgreſſed againſt him, and had need to crave his 


«> 


AS 


Patience and Mercy, though they have been cruel 
0% with their Fellow-Servants, and have laid violent 
Hands on them, and have taken them by the Throat, 
If and faid, Pay me the Debt, and would not have 
A Patience, but caſt into Priſon; ſo that the Lord 
may well ſay unto them, O ye wicked Servants, I 
forgave you, becauſe ye deſired me; and ſhould not 
ye have Compaſſion on your Fellow-Servants; ſure- 
ly the Lord is wroth for theſe things, and will de- 
liver you unto the Tormentors. | 
bee Here ye fee, to uſe Violence and Cruelty, is ab- 
19 ſolutely contrary to the Doctrine and Command of 
in 5 D d 3 i | Chriſt, 


tid, Why do ye tranſgreſs the Commandments 
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' Chriſt, though ſome bring that Scripture, where 


Chriſt faith, Go into the High-ways and Hedges, 


and Compel them to come in: This Chriſt ſpake Þ 3 


when he was in the Houſe of one of the chief Phari- 


ſees to eat Bread, and he exhorted them in ſeveral Þ 
Particulars; one of them was, That when they made! 
a Dinner, or a Supper, they ſhould not invite their“ 


Friends, Brethren, Kindred, and Rich Neighbours: 


but when they made a Feaſt, they ſhould invite the! 
Poor, which could not recompence them again: And! 
when one of them that ſate at Meat heard the 2 
gracious Words that proceeded from him, he tail] 3 


unto him, Blefled is he that ſhall eat Bread in the 
Kingdom of God; and then he ſpake a Parable unto 


them, and ſaid, A certain Man made a great Sup! 


per, and invited many, who made Excuſes, and did 
not come; as you may read in this 14th Chapter of 
Lule. And therefore it was that he ſent into th: 
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High-ways and Hedges, becauſe thoſe that were bid: 3 


den, were not worthy to taſte of his Supper, neither 2 
went he about to compel them. And there were! 


great Multitudes with him, and he turned and faidÞ & - 


unto them, If any Man come to me, and hate not. 


his Father and Mother, and Wife and Children, and 1 


TS ca 4 a a——_— ** 5 - ** 1 => 


Brethren and Siſters, yea, and his own Life allo, "8 
he cannot be my Diſciple. And whoſoever doth} 7 


not bear his Croſs, and come after me, cannot b“ 


my Diſciple. : | 
And this Scripture they abuſe, and make it 2 


1 
{ 


is 


Cover for their Violence and Cruelty z but what ö 
their Supper or Dinner, that People can receive 
when they have compelled them? Is it worthy opt 


forſaking Father and Mother, Wife and Children,“ 
Houfe and Lands, and ones own Life? I trow not. 
Hut this is but like the Scribes and Phariſees, when 
hey came to Chriſt, and fad, Why did his Diſc 
ples tranſgreſs the Tradition of the Elders, in eat.) 
1s with unwaſhen Hands? But he anſwered an 


+ God by your Traditions? In vain do they oY 


id 
her“ 
ere“ 
aid! 
not“ 
and! 
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ip me, teaching for Doctrine the Traditions of 
Men, Mat. 15. ” „„ 

And this hath been the Doctrine of our Ages laft 


paſt, the Traditions of Men, and Imaginations and 
Inventions of Men: By this they have holden up 


the Superiority, according as the Apoſtle faith, 


Having Mens Perſons in Admiration becauſe of 
Advantage, and ſo have Lorded over God's Heri- 
tage; and ſo have kept his People under the weight 
of Oppreſſion, as the Scribes and Phariſees did; 
binding heavy Burthens grievons to be born: But 
this is contrary to Chriſt and his Apoſtles Doctrine 
and Example; as hath been ſhewed already. 


Moreover, the Apoſtle Paul, when he writeth his 
ſecond Epiſtle to the Corinthians, chap. 1. and re- 


lateth the Sufferings and Hardihips that they had 
paſſed through, how that they had the Sentence f 


Death in themſelves; he ſaith, Now he which eſta- 


bliſheth us with you in Chriſt, and hath anointed 
dus in God, who hath alſo ſealed: us, and given us 
the Earneſt of his Spirit in our Hearts; not that we 
have dominion over your Faith, but are helpers of 


your Joy; for by Faith ye ſtand. Here the Apoſtle 


did not bind them, and limit them, nor called them 
to Courts, to keep them under Oppretiion and Pe- 


nalty in thoſe things that were contrary to their 
Faith and Principles, this was contrary to Paul's 
Practice; for when he called the Elders of the Church 


of Epheſus unto him, he {aid unto them, Ye know that 
from the firſt day that I came unto you, after what 
manner I have been with you at all ſeaſons, ſerving 


the Lord with all Humility of Mind, and with ma- 


ny Tears and Temptations which befel me, and how 


I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, 
but have ſhewed you, and have taught you publick- 
ly, and from houſe to houſe; teſtifying both. to Jews 


and Greeks, Repentance towards God, and Faith to- 


wards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And when he goes on 
mentioning his Sufferings, he faith, None of theſe 


things move me, neither count I my ſelf dear unto 


Da 3 | my 


but being Examples to the Flock; and when the| | 


Godlineſs and Honeſty. And ſo he goes on, exhort- | 


1 — 
my ſelf, fo that I may finiſh my Courſe with Joy, 
and the Miniſtry which I have received of the Lord © 
Jeſus, to teſtify the Goſpel of the Grace of God; for? 
I have not ſhunned to declare unto you the wholef - 
Counſel of God. Take heed therefore unto your 
ſelves, and to the whole Flock of God, whereof the 
Holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers; and feed the 
Church of God, which he hath purchaſed with his 
own Blood, Acts 20. „ © | 

Here the Apoſtle gives them no Commiſſion t 
oppreſs or bondage thoſe that they were Overſcer * 
over, but to feed them, and to watch over them; 
For, ſaith he, after my Departure ſhall grievous - 
Wolves enter among you, not ſparing the Flock! 
Alſo of your own ſelves ſhall Men ariſe, ſpeaking pref -? 
verſe Things; Therefore Watch and Remember, G 

This hath been fulfilled, and largly manifeſted} 
Wolves and Devourers have had a large time ſince : 
that Day. Alſo the Apoſtle Peter ſaith thus, Thi + 
Elders which are among you I exhort, who am alſo} : 
an Elder, and a Witneſs of the Sufferings of Chriſt} * 
and alſo a partaker of the Glory that ſhall be ref 
vealed. ' Feed the Flock of God which is among! 
you, taking the overſight thereof, not by conſtraint} 2? 
but willingly: not for filthy Lucre, but of a ready} * 
Mind; neither as being Lords over God's Heritage] 
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chief Shepherd ſhall appear, ye ſhall receive a Crownf + 
of Glory that fadeth not away, 1 Per. 5. Here b 
a perfect Example and Rule for all the Overſeers off 
the Church of God. . 1 
Moreover, when the Apoſtle writes unto his Son! 
Timothy, he ſaith, That the end of the Command 
ment is Charity, out of a Pure Heart, and a good 
Conſcience, and Faith unfeigned. Alſo he exhorts| 7 
him firſt of all, That Supphcations, Prayers, and 
Interceiſions, and giving of Thanks, be made for al! 
Men; for Kings, and for all that are in Authority, 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable Life, in all 
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ing this Biſhop ; but never biddeth him ſet up Courts, 
nor be a Lord over God's Heritage; for he ſaith, 
This is a true ſaying, If any any Man defireth the 


= Office of a Biſhop, he deſireth a good Work; a Bi- 
hop muſt be Blameleſs, the Huſband of one Wife, 
2 Vigilant, Sober, of good Behaviour, given to Hoſ- 
paitality, apt to teach. I believe our Biſhops are 
wanting here, becauſe they Hire and Imploy ſo 
many petty Teachers under them; but he goes on, 
Not given to Wine, no Striker, not greedy of filthy 
Lucre; but Patient, not a Brawler, not Covetous, 
(now our Laws and Courts ſignifie the contrary of 
this) not a Novice, leſt being lifted up with Pride, 
he fall into Reproach, and the Snare of the Devil. 
Moreover, he muſt have a good Report of thoſe that 
are without, holding the Myſtery of Faith in a pure 
. Conſcience: So the Apoſtle goeth on, exhorting the 
> Biſhops and Deacons, that they may know how to 
> behave themſelves in the Houſe of God, which is the 
19 Church of the Living God, the Ground and Pillar 
of Truth, 1 Tim. Chap. 2, 3. 


So he goes on, exhorting them what to Teach and 


2 Preach, and how to order the Church, in the 4th - 
and 5th Chapters, concerning the Elders, Elder- 
Men, and Elder-Women, Younger-Men, and Young- 
= er-Women; as alſo Servants, he directeth him how 
to go by way of Exhortotion to them all, and faith, 


If any Man teach otherwiſe, and content not to 
wholſom Words, even the Words of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and to the Doctrine which is according to 


= Godlineſs, he is Proud, knowing nothing, doting 
about Queſtions; So he goeth on, dehorting them 


from thoſe things: But thou, O Man of God, faith 
he, flee theſe things, and follow after Righteouſ- 
neſs, Godlineſs, Faith, Love, Patience, and Meek- 
neſs; fight the Good Fight of Faith, lay' hold on 


Eternal Life, whereunto thou art called, and haſt 


profeſſed a good Profeſſion before many Witneſſes, 
I give thee charge in the fight of God, who quick- 


4 Pont ilus 


neth all things, and before Chriſt Jeſus, who before 


l; LR HK 
if Cons Pilote witneſſed a good Confeſhon, that thou 
9 keep this Commandment without Spot, unrebuke- 1 
1 able, until the appearing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
„ O Timothy, keep that which is committed unto thy 
i Truſt, Chap. 6. | 8 = 
ik Here is a weighty, and a hard Charge laid upon 
| | Timothy, the then Biſhop and Overſeer of the Church; 
+ but here is nothing of making of Laws, and ſetting 2 
1 up Courts, and oppreſſing People, and keeping them 
ij | in Bondage and Slavery; for when he writeth his 
at Second Epiſtle to Timothy, he faith, My dearly be- 
uſt loved Son, Grace Mercy, and Peace, from God the 
T Father, and from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, When I 
call to Remembrance the unfeigned Faith that is in 
thee, which dwelt firſt in thy Grandmother Lois, 
and thy Mother Eunice, and I am perſwaded that 
in thee alſo: Wherefore I put thee in Remembrance, 
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| that thou ſtir up the Gift of God which is in thee, 
| by the putting on of my Hands; for God hath not 
[HH given us the Spirit of Fear, but of Power, and of, 
| Love, and of a ſound Mind: That good thing 


which was committed unto thee, keep, by the Holy 
Ghoſt which dwelleth in us. This thou knoweft, MF 
that all they which were in A4/ia be turned away 
| from me; yet he doth not bid him Arraign them, 
. nor call them up to Courts, nor Cite them, nor Ex-. 
# communicate them, nor caſt them into Priſon; but 
Fl he exhorts him to be ſtrong in the Grace that is in 
Ff Chriſt Jeſus; and he layeth down how he ſhould: 
j teach the People; and commit thoſe things he hath 
[it heard of him unto faithful Men. And thou there. 
i fore endure Hardneſs, as a good Soldier of Jeſus 
my Chriſt. And if a Man alſo ſtrive for Maſtery, yet 
tick he is not Crowned, except he ſtrive Lawfully. Con- 2 
ſider what I ſay, faith he, and the Lord give thee? 
an Underſtanding in all things: Study to ſhew thy? 
ſelf approved unto God, a Workman that needeth 
not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth: 
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but follow Righteouſneſs, Faith, Charity, and Peace 
[7 with them that call on the Lord out of a pure 


Heart; but fooliſh and unlearned Queſtions avoid, 
knowing that they gender to Strife; and the Ser- 
22 vant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive; but be gentle un- 


4 to all Men, apt to teach, Patient, Inſtructing them 


„ that oppoſe themſelves, if God peradventure will 
ing give them Repentance to the acknowledging of the 
Truth; and that they may recover themſelves out 
is of the Snare of the Devil, 2 17m. 2. 


. 3 This is contrary to the Striving and Contention, 
that hath been by our Biſhops and Deacons, that 
have profeſſed cheſe Scriptures, both Papiſts and Pro- 

leſtants; one ſtriving with Inquiſitions and Racks, 


and Tortures; the other ſtriving and Terrifying 
poor People, with their Courts, and Chancellors, 
and Priſons, and Commiſlaries, and Subordinate 
Officers not a few; inſomuch that there hath been 
2 ſuch a Yoke of Bondage upon the Necks of the Poor 
and Innocent, that Grievous Groans have aſcended 
under it, from them unto the Lord: But of this 
the Apoſtle was a true Prophet to his Son Timothy, 
the then Biſhop and Overſeer of the Churches of 


God. This know alſo, faith he, That in the laſt 


Days, Perilous Times ſhall come; for Men ſhall be 
lovers of their own ſelves, Covetous, Boaſters, Proud, 
XZ Blaſphemers, without Natural Affection, Falſe Ac- 
in cuſers, Fierce, Deſpiſers of thoſe that are Good, 
Heady, High-minded, Lovers of Pleaſure more than 
Lovers of God, having. a Form of Godlineſs, but 
deny ing the Power thereof. See here, Is not this 
fulfilled? But the Apoſtle ſaith unto Timothy, From 
ſuch turn away; for of this fort are they which 
creep into Houſes, and lead Captive filly Women, 
laden with Sin, and divers Luſts, ever Learning, 
y © and never able to come to the Knowledge of the 


* And hath not this been our State and Condition 
in all this Night of Apoſtacy ? Have they not crept 
into Houſes, and called them Churches? And have 
mn . kept 


But thou haſt known my Doctrine, manner of Lite, 


and haſt been aſſured of, knowing of whom thou haſt 


lence nor Compel, as hath been uſed for many hundreds | 


endure Afflictions, do the Work of an Evangeliſt, 


he ſaith, For this cauſe left I thee at Crete, that 


thee: If any Man be blameleſs, the Huſband of one 


and vain Talkers, &c. Tit. 1. But ſpeak thou the 


they ought to walk in their Places and Callings, © 


the Grace of God that bringeth Salvation hath ap- 


„„ ; 
kept People ever Learning, but they never brought | 
them to the Knowledge of the true Church, nor of the | 
true God. And the Apoſtle ſaith farther unto him, 


Purpoſe, Faith, Long-ſuffering, Patience, Charity; 
continue thou in the things that thou haſt learned, 


learned them, 2 Tim. 3. I charge thee before God, and 5 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Preach the Word, be inſtant in | K 
ſeaſcn, and out of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, with all 


Long - ſuffering and Doctrine. This is not to uſe V1o- 
of Years; but he biddeth him, Watch in all things, 


make full proof of thy Miniſtry, 2 Tin. 4. This was 
not the full Proof of Gain and Advantage upon poor 
Peoples Eſtates and Livelihoods, as hath been made 
of in theſe late Days; for if that be it, they have 
done it to the utmoſt. | | | 

Moreover, when he writes unto Titus, his own Son; 


* 


thou ſhould'ſt ſet in order the things that are want - 
ing, and ordain Elders in every City, as I appointed 


Wife, having faithful Children, not accuſed of Riot, 


or unruly: For a Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, as the 
Steward of God; not Self- willed, nor ſoon angry, 


not given to Wine, no Striker, not given to filthy Þ : 
Lucre; but a Lover of Hoſpitality, a Lover of good 
Men, Sober, Juſt, Holy, Temperate, holding faſt þ 
the faithful Word, as he hath been taught, that he | + 
may be able by ſound Doctrine, both to exhort and 
convince the Gainſayers: For there are many unruly | 7 


things that become ſound Doctrine. And ſo he di- 
rects him to exhort the Aged-Men, and Aged- women, 
Young-men, and Young-Women, and Servants, how | 


that they might all adorn the Doctrine of God. For 


peared 
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peared unto all Men, ſaith he; teaching us, that 
denying Ungodlineſs and Worldly Lufts, we ſhould 


live Soberly, and Godly in this preſent World 
looking for the bleſſed Hope, and glorious Appearing 
of the Great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who 


gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from 


all Iniquity, and purifie unto himſelf a peculiar 
People, zealous of good Works: Theſe things ſpeak 
and exhort, Tt. 2. —= 


'This is contrary to the Doctrine of the Biſhops 


and Teachers of our Days; for they do not turn 


People to the Grace of God that hath appeared to 
all Men, that teacheth to deny Ungodlineſs and 
Worldly Luſts: But they ſay, we muſt never be 


redeemed from Iniquity, nor never be purged nor 


purified from Sin while we are upon Earth; and 
then how can we be Peculiar and Zealous of good 
Works? For the worſt of People are but Sinners: 


But ſurely this, which they Preach, is another 


Goſpel. 


The Apoſtle goes on with his Exhortation to Ti- 
tus, and bids him, Put them in mind to be ſubje& to 


Principalities and Powers, and to obey Magiſtrates, 


and to ſpeak Evil of no Man, to be no Brawlers, 
but gentle, ſhewing all Meekneſs unto all Men: 


For we our ſelves, ſaith he, were ſometimes fooliſh, 


diſobedient, ſerving divers Luſts and Pleaſures, li- 
ving in Malice and Envy, hateful and hating one 
another: But after that the Kindneſs and Love of God 
our Saviour towards Man appeared, not by Works of 
Righteouſneſs that we have done, but according to his 
Mercy he hath ſaved us, by the Waſhing of Regene- 
ration, and Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, which he 


> ſhed on us abundantly, through Jeſus Chriſt our Sa- 


viour. Theſe things I will that thou affirm con- 
ſtantly, that they which have believed in God, might 
be careful to maintain good Works; theſe things 
are profitable unto Men, Tz. 3. | 


are far different both in Doctrine, Practice and _ 
Ple, 


Thus ye ſee that theſe Biſhops, Timothy and Tiras, 


CF 
ple, from the Biſhops that bave been ſeveral Hundreds 
of Vears laſt paſt, the Night hath been upon them, 
and come over them, ſo that they have erred from 


the Faith and Doctrine of the Apoſtles, neither have 7 


they received the Holy Ghoſt. For Timothy, who 8 


was a Bilhop, was a Man that the Apoſtle had much 
Confidence in, and Belief of, as he expreſſeth in ſe- 7 


veral of his Epiſtles : For he faith to the Corinthians 
in his firſt Epiſtle, Though ye have Ten Thouſand 


Inſtructors in Chriſt, yet have ye not many Fathers, 
for in Chriſt Jeſus I have begotten you through tlie 


Goſpel. Wherefore, I beſeech yon, be ye Followers 


of me. For this cauſe I have ſent unto you Timo- 


peu, who is my beloved Son, and faithful in the 
Lord, who ſhall bring yon into Remembrance of | # 
my Ways which be in Chriſt, as I teach every where 
in every Church, 1 Cor. 4. | 1 
And again, when the Apoſtle exhorteth the Philip: 
pians in his Epiſtle, To let nothing be done through | 7 


Strife, or Vain-glory, but in lowlineſs of Mind, let 


each eſteem other better than themſelves. Look not 
every Man to his own things, but every Man alfo | z 
to the things of others: And ſo he goes on, opening 
the Myſtery of the Sufferings of Chriſt : But he 
ſaith, I truſt in the Lord Jeſus to ſend Timotheus 
ſhortly unto you, that I alſo may be of good Com- 
fort when I know your State: For I have no Man 
hike-minded, who will naturally care for your State: 
For all ſeek their own, not the things that are Jeſus 
Chriſt's; but ye know the proof of him, that as a 
Son with a Father, he hath ſerved me in the Goſpel, 
him therefore I ſend unto you, &'c. Phil. 2. 

And again, when he writeth to the Theſſalonians, 
he ſaith, We ſent Timotheus our Brother and Miniſter 
of God, and our Fellow-Labourer in the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, to eſtabliſh you, and comfort you, . concern- 
me tour Faith,, oh | 
_ Thus ye ſee, that this Timothers, who was the Bi- 
hop and Overſeer of the Church of God in the Apo- 
ſtles Days, was a faithful Labourer and Miniſter + 

Chri 
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Ckriſt Jeſus, and much truſted in, and approved of 
by the Apoſtle; for he laboured with him in the 


Hoſpel, as a Son laboureth with his Father. And it 
is ſtrange that the Biſhops, that have been in theſe 
latter Ages, ſhould call themſelves by that Name, 
ſince they have both derogated from their Doctrine 


and Principles, and added what their own dark Minds 


and Inventions could invent; for in that they have 


erected unto themſelves a Supremacy and a Superio- 
rity above others, which they have practiſed, and 


lorded over Peoples Faith and Conſciences for many 


Hundreds of Years together; under which many 
Thouſands have groaned, and ſuffered even until 
Death, and ſhedding of their Blood; and in all theſe 
things, they have quite contradicted Chriſt Jeſus his 
Doctrine, Practice and Example; as alſo all his holy 


Apoſtles after him: For he and they were always 


Sufferers, as hath been ſhewed already, and as we 
ſhall ſhew hereafter. But they were never Oppreſſors, 
nor Layers of Yokes and Burthens upon the Con- 
ſciences of Men and People; but they always preach- 
ed Liberty and Freedom to others, though they ſuf- 
fered themſelves; and there was their Croſs that 
they took up, when they followed Chriſt. And ſo 
thoſe Church-Governors, as they call themſelves, 
that have been Blood-ſhedders, that have been Op- 
preſſors and Perſecutors, they have no Example nei- 
ther from Chriſt, nor none of his Apoſtles. And 
ſo let the Blood that they have ſhed for ſo many 
Hundreds of Years return upon their own Heads : 


For they learned none of this from Chriſt, nor from 


any of his Apoſtles. 

For Chriſt, when he ſent his Meſſengers, and they 
entred into a Village of the Samaritans, and they 
received him not, becauſe his Face was as though 


he would go to Ferx/a/ems; and when his Diſciples, 


James and Fobn, ſaw this, they ſaid; Lord, wilt 
thou that we command Fire from Heaven, and con- 
ſume them, even as iar did? But he turned, and 
rebuked them, and ſaid, Ye know not of what man- 
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ner of Spirits ye are of; for the Son of Man is not | | 
come to deſtroy Men's Lives, but to ſave them, | 
Luke 9. 5 5, 56. And to ſave Men's Lives, he laid | 
down his own Life, as he ſaith himſelf, He hath 
laid down his Life for his Sheep, and they ſhall ne- 
ver periſh; Yea, he hath laid down his Life for his 
Enemies. For the Apoftle faith, Let every one of 
us pleaſe his Neighbour for his Good and Edification: 
For even Chriſt pleaſed not himſelf, but as it is writ- 7 
ten, The Reproaches of them that reproached thee 
fell upon me. Wherefore receive ye one another, 
as Chriſt alſo received us, to the Glory of God, | 
Rom. 15. 8 5 5 9 

And again, the Apoſtle ſaith, All things are in 
God, who hath reconciled us unto himſelf, by Jeſus 
Chriſt; and hath given to us the Miniſtry of R- 
conciliation; to wit, That God was in Chriſt re- 
conciling the World to himſelf, not imputing their 
Treſpaſſes unto them: And hath committed unte 
us the Word of Reconciliation. Now then, we are 
Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though God did beſeech | + 
you by us, we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye re- P 
conciled to God, 2 Cor. 5. E 

Here is no Violence nor Cruelty uſed, neither 


— 


— 


Bondages nor Snares laid upon Mens Conſciences; 


for the Apoſtle ſaith, Give no Offence in any thing, 
that the Miniſtry be not blamed , but in all things 
approving our ſelves as the Miniſters of God: In 
much Patience, in Afﬀictions, in Neceſſities, in Di- 
ſtreſſes, in Stripes and Impriſonments, in Tumults, 
in Labours, in Watchings, in Faſtings; by Pureneſs, 
by Knowledge, by Long: ſuffering, by Kindneſs, by 
the Holy Ghoſt, by Love unfeigned, by the Word 
of Truth, by the Power of God, by the Armour of 
Righteouſneſs on the right hand and on the left; 
by Honour and Diſhonour, by Evil Report and 
Good Report; as Deceivers, and yet True; as Un- 
known, and yet Well-known ; as Dying, and behold _ - 
we Live; as Chaſtened, and not Killed; as Sorrow- | © 
ful. and yet always Rejopcing, as Poor, and yet 

making 


? L 4} 
ot | making many Rich; as having Nothing, yet poſſeſ- 
ſing All Things, 2 Cor. 6. 


id Here is a Miniſtry of God indeed, which is quite 


A oppoſite and contrary to what hath been ſet up, 


and practiſed in the Chriſtian World. Alſo read 


le- 8 . 

is 2 Cor. 11. And likewiſe in Chap. 4. the Apoſtle 
of © faith, Therefore, ſeeing we have this Miniſtry, as we 
1: have received Mercy, we faint not: For if our Goſ- 


it. peel be hid, it is hid to them that are loſt, in whom 
the God of this World hath blinded the Minds of 
them that believe not, leſt the Light of the glorious 
= Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the Image of God, ſhould 
> ſhine unto them. | | 

And this Goſpel hath been hid in this time of 


0 | 4 Darkneſs; for the God of the World hath blinded 


the Minds of all that have not believed in the Light 
of the Glorious Goſpel; and ſo they have been loſt 
from it, and kept from it, by the Miniſters of 
Darkneſs, who have preached the Divination of their 


TC Fe: - 1 
wa "2 own Brain, and not from the Light of the Lord. 


Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and our {elves your Servants 
for Jeſus ſake, (theſe are not Lord- Biſhops, nor Pope- 
= Holineſs) For, faith he, God who commanded Light 


LeT . ; a 
_ to ſhine out of Darkneſs, hath ſhined in our Hearts, 
. 


to give us the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory 
of God, in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt. For we have 


55 this Treaſury in Earthen Veſſels, that the Excellency 


i. of the Power may be of God, and not of us: For we 
are troubled on every ſide, yet not diſtreſſed; we 
are Perplexed, but not in deſpair; perſecuted, but 

„„ not forſaken , caſt down, but not deſtroyed ; al- 

Kd Ways bearing about in our Body the dying of our 
1 Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that the Life of Chriſt might be 
manifeſted in our Body: For we who live are al- 


o 


10 tal Fleſh; ſo that Death worketh in us, but Life 


Thus 


But the Apoſtle ſaith, We preach not our ſelves, but 


g a ways delivered unto Death for Jeſus ſake, that the 
Life of Jeſus might be made manifeſt in our Mor- 


Goſpel, that hath been preached ſince the. Apoſtacy, 


Peoples Conſciences: But the Apoſtle Pau! ſaid, 


and the Church, for which the Apoſtle ſuffered, hath 


contrary and oppoſite to Chriſt and the Apoſtles | # 


[418 ] 
Thus the Apoſtles laboured in the Work of the 


Miniſtry, even under cruel Sufferings ; which Goſ: 
pel, it may. well be ſaid, hath been hid; for the 


hath laid Oppreſſions and Sufferings upon others, 
and they themſelves have Ruled and Lorded over 


I Paul am made a Miniſter of the Goſpel, that is 
preached to every Creature under Heaven; now re- 
Joyce in my Sufferings for you, and fill up that þ- 
which is behind of the Afflictions of Chrift, in my | 
Fleſh, for his Body's ſake, which is the Church; þ* 
whereof I am made a Miniſter, according to the 
Diſpenſation of God, which is given to me for you, 
to fulfil the Word of God, Col. I. 5 
But this Miniſtry and Miniſtration hath been loſt, | 


89 80 Len . ES a a 


been in the Wilderneſs; and if there was any ſmall| 
Appearance or Teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt in any, ſuch | 
have ſuffered Oppreſſions and Hardſhips, and much! 
Detriment, from ſuch as were the profeſſed Miniſtry, þ 2 
So theſe Scriptures, with many more which might! 
be mentioned, ſnew the contrariety between the Mi-! 
niſters of the Goſpel in the Apoſtles Days, and the! 
Profeſſed Miniſtry that hath been ſince the Apoſtles | 7 
Days, in the Apoſtacy. And as the Supremacy and | 7 
Superiority hath been contrary to the Apoſtles Way,, 
and Manner, and Order, in laying Oppreſhons and“ 
Burthens upon the People: So alſo they have been | 


Doctrine, Practice, and Example, in not preaching | 
Liberty and Freedom to the Spirits in Priſon ; for- 
Chriſt Jeſus, who is the Anointing of God, preach- | 
eth Glad Tidings to the Poor, Liberty to Captives 
his Commiſſion that he gave to his Diſciples was, 
to Preach the Goſpel to all Nations, to every Crea- - 


And he ſaid to thoſe that believed in him, If ye 
continue in the Truth, the Truth will make you 
free, Joby 8. And the Apoſtle confeſſeth, That the 

15 | 5 Lau 


n 
8 
= 


ES as and” als ood odd Bot I” i hoe 


e Law of the Spirit of Life had made him free from 
f 4 the Law of Sin and Death, Rom. 8. And the Apo- 
e > file faith, when he was ſpeaking of the Miniſtration 
„of the Law, and the Goſpel; When Moſes is read, 
„the Vail is over the Heart; . nevertheleſs, when it 
r | 7 ſhall turn to the Lord, the Vail ſhall be taken away: 
I, | Now the Lord is that Spirit, and where the Spirit 
s of the Lord is, there is Liberty, 2 Cor. 3. And fo 
this is that Subſtance the Apoſtle preacheth from, 
and preached the Spirit of the Lord, that takes a- 


way the Vail, and giveth Liberty, and Redeemeth 
from under the Power of Darkneſs, and from the 
Ne Bondage of Corruption; and therefore they did not 
u, ſet themſelves to rule over Mens Faith, or to lord 
cover their Conſciences, but they endeavour {till to 
ſt, be made manifeſt to every one's Conſcience in the 
- = fight of God: But we have, faith the Apoſtle, Re- 
1 


= nounced the hidden things of Diſhoneſty, not walk- 
ing in Craftineſs, nor handling the Word of God de- 


ch] 2 ceitfully ; but by Manifeſtation of the Truth, com- 
J. mending our ſelves to every Man's Conſcience in 
ht] the ſight of God, 2 Cor. 4. Knowing therefore the 
Terrors of the Lord, we perſuade Men; but we are 
M made manifeſt unto God, and I truſt alſo are made 
| 


'Y manifeſt in your Conſciences. 


nd] So here the Apoſtle preached to God's Witneſs in 
33 Peoples Conſciences, and that anſwered to them a- 
nd! 


again, and they were made manifeſt to that; and 
en] therefore did the Apoſtle ohn ſay, That they need- 
les] ed not any Man to teach them, but as the ſame 
> Anointing teacheth them, which is Truth, and is no 
> Lye: And fo this is unlimited, neither doth the A- 
poſtle limit this, when they were gathered into the 


es; Eternal Spirit, and all drank into one Spirit, and all 
as, baptized into one Body, by one Spirit; he told them 


< 
PT 


they might all propheſie one by one; and that, tho? 
they were many Members, yet they were one Bread 
= and one Body, and every Member of the Body had 
its ſeveral Office; the Head did not ſay to the Feet, 
I have no need of you. 


I'D . Now 


I 
Now concerning Spiritual Gifts, Brethren, I would 
not have you ignorant; there are diverſity of Gifts, 


but the ſame Spirit; and there are differences of Ad-] 
miniſtrations, but the ſame Lord; and there are di- 
verſities of Operations, but the fame God which]. 
worketh all in all: But the Manifeſtation of the Spi. 


rit is given to every Man to profit withal. For to 


one is given, by the ſame Spirit, the Word of Wit-| 


dom; to another the Word of Knowledge, by the 
ſame Spirit; to another Faith, by the ſame Spirit; 


to another the Gift of Healing, by the ſame Spirit; 


to another the working of Miracles, by the ſame 
Spirit; to another, Prophecy; to another, diſcerning 


of Spirits; to another, divers kinds of Tongues; to 


another, Interpretation of Tongues : But all theſe 


worketh that one and the ſelf- ſame Spirit, dividing! 
to every Man ſeverally as he will: For as the Body! 


is one, and hath many Members, and all the Mem- 
bers of that one Body, being many, are one Body; 
ſo alſo is Chriſt. For by one Spirit we are all bap- 


tized into one Body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, ] 
whether we be Bond or Free, and have been all made] 


to drink into one Spirit; for the Body is not one 


Member, but many, 1 Cor. 12, And ſo the Apoſtle þ f 
goes on to the end of the Chapter, diſcourſing of the þ 2 


ſeveral Gifts, ail given by one Spirit. 


So here is no binding nor limiting, nor Suprema- | 7 
cy one over another, not to fit Judges one of ano- | ? 
ther, but every one to wait in their ſeveral Gifts of! 
the Spirit given unto them to profit withal: For II 
fay, faith the Apoſtle, through the Grace of God“ 
given unto me, to every Man that is among you, 

not to think of himtelt more highly than he ought 7 
to think, but to think ſoberly, according as God] 
hath dealt to every Man the meaſure of Faith: For“ 
as we are many Members in one Body, and all Mem- 
bers have not the ſame Office; ſo we being many, [|# 


are one Body in Chriſt, and every one Members one 
of another. Having then Gifts, differing according 
to the Grace that 1s given us, whether Prophecy, 
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let us propheſie according to the proportion of Faith; 
d- or Miniſtry, let us wait in our Miniſtring; or he 
di- that Teacheth, on Teaching; or he that Exhorteth, 
ich on Exhortation ; he that giveth, let him do it with 
pi-| Simplicity; he that Ruleth, with Diligence; he that 
to Fſheweth Mercy, with Cheerfulneſs: Let Love be 
il. without Diſhmulation ; abhor that which is Evil, 
the} cleave to that which is Good. And thus the A- 
it:] poſtle goeth on with gracious Exhortations, Rom. 
it; 12. to the end of the Chapter, not preferring one 
me] befbre another, but every one to abide and wait in 
ing] their Gifts. . 
tf Alſo, when he writeth. unto the Ephe/tans, he 
ef} writeth thus, I therefore the Priſoner of the Lord 
ing] beſeech you, walk worthy of the Vocation where- 
with ye are called, with all Lowlineſs and Meekneſs, 
m. with Long-ſuffering, forbearing one another in Love, 
y;þ _endeavouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the 
Bond of Peace: There is one Body, and one Spirit, 
leg | even as ye are called in one Hope of your Calling, 
de] one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God, and one 
ne! Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and 
dle] in you all, Epheſ.4. And in this Chapter he alſo 
he | Soes on, in opening of the Manifeſtation of the Gift 
of the Spirit of God, and in holy Admenitions, 
even to the end of the Chapter: Which Gift, he faith, 


no- is given for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the Per- 
of tecting of the Saints, for the Edifying of the Body 
And this Doctrine and Miniſtry is contrary to 


2 thoſe Miniſters, which have been of late, that limit 


ou, as : . 

ht | and bind under their Power; which Power is con- 
0d | trary to the Power of God, and his Spirit, as they 
208 | themſelves will confeſs; for they cannot ſay they 


Shave the ſame Power and Spirit that the Apoſtles 
had, and yet they inflict Puniſhments, and lay Op- 
preſſions, and Burthens, and Bondages by their Laws, 
upon thoſe that do not follow and obey their Do- 
ctrine and Practices, which is quite contrary to 
= Chriſt and his Apoſtles: For there are but two ways, 
4 Ee 2 Truth 


they uphold and carry on many of theſe Practices 1 


ever he fate down at the Right Hand of God, ex- 


ot Melchiſedeck, &c. Heb, 7. 


r 

Truth and Error, Light and Darkneſs. So let the 
wiſe and honeſt in Heart judge what a Condi- 
tion the Saints of God are in, while this Power of 
Darkneſs ruleth. And thus much for the Second 
Particular of their Practice, which is Binding and 
Limiting, and keeping in Bondage thoſe that are! 
under their Power. 8 =_ 
The Third Particular of their Practice is, That! 


before- mentioned, by cauſing People to ſwear in! 
their Courts, or upon any other occaſion, what they! 
like, and preach up Swearing, and allow of it, and 
hold it up in all occaſions whatſoever. ̃ | 

And in this they are abſolute Breakers of the ſpe 
cial Command of Jeſus Chriſt, and alſo out of the Þþ * 
Doctrine and Practice of Chriſt and his Apoſtle, Þþ : 
and contrary to their Teſtimony : For Chriſt Jeſus Þ © 
when he was in his Sermon on the Mount, and was! 
reheariing the Heads of the Law, as we ſaid before, 
he mentioned this alſo again, Ye have heard that!“ 
it hath been ſaid to them of old time, Thou ſhalt Þ 
not Forſwear thy ſelf, but ſhalt perform unto the!“ 
Lord thine Oaths; but I fay unto you, Swear not at! 


— * * ae r Fe 


all, Mar. 5. Now Chriſt being the fulfilling of the i 


Law, and the End of the Law, as the Apoſtle faith, Þ : 
for Righteouſneſs; and being that one Offering, that! 
hath been offered up once for all, in which he ſaid, Þ 
Lo, I come to do thy Will, O God; he hath taken! 
away the Firſt, that he might eſtabliſh the Second; 
and when he had offered one Sacrifice for Sin, for! 


pecting his Enemies to become his Footſtool. And 
the ſame Apoſtle faith, when he is ſpeaking of his“ 
Prieſthood, And in as much as not without an Oath Þ: 
he was made a Prieſt : For, faith he, thoſe Prieſts, Þ* 
(to wit, thoſe that were under the Law) were made 
without an Oath, but this with an Oath, by him 
that ſaid unto him, The Lord ſware, and will not!“ 
repent, Thou art a Prieſt for ever after the Order 
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So this is he that is the Oath of God, and the 
> Promiſe of God, the Subſtance and Performance of 
all that God ſwore and promiſed un- : 
to Abraham, and unto his Seed for The Third Parti- 
7 : | cular of their Pra- 
ever. This the Apoſtle makes very dite, in cauſing 

2 clear in the foregoing Chapter, where People to Swear, 
2 he ſaith, When God made a Promiſe contraꝶ 10 Chrift's 


to Abraham, becauſe he could ſwear 474 ue 4poſites 


ſaying, Surely in bleſſing I will 


Commands, Pra- 
ctice and Doctrine. 


by no greater, he ſwore by himſelf, 


bleſs thee, and in multiplying I will multiply 
thee. And fo after he had patiently endured, he 
obtained the Promiſe. Wherein God willing more 
* abundantly to ſhew unto the Heirs of Premiſe, the 


|. Immutability of his Counſel, confirmed it by an 


2 Oath, that by two immutable things, in which it 
was impoilible for God to lye, we might have a 
* ſtrong Conſolation, who have fled for Refuge to lay 
hold on the Hope ſet before us: Which Hope we 
have as an Anchor of the Soul, both ſure and ſted- 


; faſt, which entereth into that within the Vail, whi- 


+ ther the Fore-runner is for us entered, even Jeſus, 
made an High-Prieſt for ever after the Order of Me/- 
chiſedeck, Heb. 6. „ 

Surely all will confeſs, that this is he whom God 
the Father promiſed unto Abraham by an Oath, as 
alſo of whom David ſaid, The Lord hath ſworn, and 
will not repent, Thou art a Prieſt for ever after the 
Order of Melchiſedeck. Theſe are the two immuta- 
ble things, which the Apoſtle ſaith here, in which 
God ſhews the Immutability of his Counſel, which 
both here meet in Chriſt Jeſus, the Sum and Sub- 
Rance of all: For ſurely he is the Seed, which God 
promiſed to Abraham, if we will believe the Apoſtle, 
Gal. 3. 16. Alſo he is that Prieſt that is for ever, 
that ever liveth to make Interceſſion for us; and 
this is he that the Apoſtle ſaith, At his Name every 
Knee ſhall bow, and every Tongue confeſs. Then, 
I fay, let all Mouths be ſtop'd, in ſpeaking againit 
him, and oppoſing of him; who hath ſaid, But I ſay 

V unto 
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1 
unto you, Swear not at all; he that is the Sum and! 
the Subſtance, and the Performance of all that God 

| hath ſworn, and hath put an end to the Law, under! 
which Oaths and Swearing was allowed; he had full! 
Power, as well to put an end to Oaths, as he had to! 
put an end to the Sabbath: For, he ſaid, The Son! 
of Man is Lord of the Sabbath; which was one of 
the Ten Commandments, (and Swearing was none of | % 
them.) And furely thoſe that diſobey Chritt Jeſus} 7? 
his Commands, who is the Sum and Subſtance off 
God's Oaths, and the Fulfilling and End of the whole“ 
Law; ſurely they fin againſt that Holy One. Ff 
the Apoſtle ſaid, He that deſpiſed Moſes Law, died? 
without Mercy under two or three Witneſſes; how“ 
much ſorer Puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall be thought 


7 tel 


worthy for them, who have trodden under foot the} 2 

Son of God, Cc. Heb. 10. 1 

All thoſe that are Fighters againſt God, and Hold] 

ers up of Swearing, againſt Chriſt's Command, they“ 

( will find it a fearful thing to fall into the Hands off 7 
5 the Living God. =: 
If But they have three Objections: Firſt, That God| © 
[a iwore: Secondly, That the Angel ſwore : Third“ 
9 u, That the Apoſtle faith, Men verily ſwear by the} 2 
| Greater, and an Oath for Confirmation is to them 
1 an End of all Strife. — 
10 In Anſwer to theſe three: Firſt, For what the} © 
Wy! Lord hath ſworn concerning Chriſt, it is already} / 
0 proved, and fulfilled in Chriſt; but it 1s ſaid in 1/2zabÞ © 
od | & 5 
. 45. Where the Lord by his Prophet was ſpeaking * 
Wh that Iſrael ſhould be faved, and he faith; Look un-. 
Wl; to me, and be ſaved, all ye Ends of the Earth; for- 
I am God, and there is none elſe: I have ſworn by| * 
my felt, the Word is gone out of my Mouth in Righ-|-3 


teouſneſs, that to me every Knee ſhall bow, every |: 

Tongue {hail ſwear. =_ 

Now the Apoſtle Paul rchearſeth theſe Words a- 

gain, when he writ unto the Philippians, where lle 

laith, If there be any Conſolation in Chriſt, if any 

Comfort of Love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit 
| > ; 
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if any Bowels and Mercies, fulfil ye my Joy; and 
let the ſame Mind be in you, which was alſo Chriſt _ 
full feſus, who being in the Form of God, &c, Where 
be cehearſeth the Humility of Chriſt, even to Death 
2 upon his Croſs, in which he became a Saviour, as 
the Lord by his Prophet ſaid, Even to the Ends of 


1 4 the Earth: Wherefore, ſaith the Apoſtle, God hath 


highly exalted him, and given him a Name above 
every Name, That at the Name of Jeſus (that ſigni- 
aol | fieth a Saviour) every Knee ſhall bow, of things in 
Fa! Heaven, and things in Earth, and things under the 
Earth; and that every Tongue ſhall confeſs, that 
jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father, 


uf Js Chriſt l 
150 S8o here the Apoſtle hath omitted thoſe words, 


Every Tongue ſhall ſwear; and ſaith, Every Tongue 
2 ſhall confels, as a faithful Witneſs, and an obedient 
Servant of Chriſt Jeſus, whom he ſaith is the Lord, 
who hath ſaid, Swear not all. Now ſince that the 
2 Apoſtle, as a Witneſs of Chriſtianity, and an Obeyer 
2 of Chriſt's Commands, hath left out the word Swear, 
and put in Corfeſs, according to Chriſt's own Words, 
who ſaid, He that confeſleth me before Men, him 
will I confeſs before my Father which is in Heaven. 
No ſince that Chriſt and his Apoſtles have left us 
this Example; who ſaith not, Swear before Men; 
but Confeſs before Men; who are they that dare op- 
poſe and gainſay Chriſt Jeſus and his Apoſtles, un- 
der a Colour of what the Law faith, and what the 

Prophet faith, and that the Angel ſwore: But, as 
the Apoſtle ſaith, unto which of the Angels ſaid he 
at any time, Thou art my Son? Who faid, Swear 
not at all. When he bringeth his Firſt-begotten in- 
to the World, he faith, And let all the Angels wor- 
hip him; and of the Angels he ſaith, Who maketh 
= his Angels Spirits, and his Miniſters a Flame of Fire. 
The Angels are his Meſſengers and Servants, as may 

be read in the Revelations. And what hath any one 

to do, to bring that where the Angel ſwore by him 
f that liveth for ever and ever, That Time ſhould be 
1 Ee 4 | nun 


[ 426 ] 
no longer? when he was npon his Meſſage and Ser- 
vice, which the Lord ſent him about ? What is this 
to Men that have the Command of the Son of God 

upon them? who hath ſaid, Swear not at all. Unto 

which of the Angels ſaid he at any time, Sit thou 
on my Right Hand, until I make thine Enemies thy 
Footſtool? But unto the Son he faith, Thy Throne, 

O God, is for ever and ever! a Scepter of Righteouſ- * 

neſs, is the Scepter of thy Kingdom. Let all ſuch | * 

as contend with the Almighty in this matter, read 

Heb. 1. and ſee how they can anſwer him there. 

And as for that, where the Apoſtle ſaith, An! 

Oath is for an End of Strife. This he faith, when! 
he ſpeaketh of the Aſſurance of the Oath of God; | 
BW he bringeth a Compariſon of them that Swore, when 
; Swearing was lawful, under the Law: For Men, 
faith he, Swear by the greater, and an Oath for Con-! 
firmation, is to them an End of all Strife. Now Þ 
there is none that have the Reaſon of a Man, but! 
they may ſee the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of ſuch as did! 
uſe Swearing, becauſe he ſaid, An Oath for Con- 
j firmation is an End of all Strife; and fo it was un— 
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. der the Law. But Oaths, for ending of Strife, were 
1 ; never uſed among the Chriſtians, for Chriſt had com- 
Þ | manded to the contrary, and the Apoſtle manifeſted | : 
4; the contrary, when he wrote to the Philippians, as 
15 is proved before. 0 


Moreover, the Apoſtle James, who wrote to the 

| Twelve Tribes ſcattered up and down, who were 
1 6 a they that had the Law, that enjoyned Swearing, 
ok and under which they practiſing Swearing, for a4 
41 Confirmation, and an End of Strife, as the Apoſtle 
1 | ſaith before, even to them the Apoſtle James, when | 
Fa He writes to them of the Suffering of Affliction, that 
they {ſhould be as Examples to endure, he ſaith, Le 
have heard of the Patience of Fob, and have ſeen the 
End of the Lord, that he is very pitiful and tender“ 
of mercy : But above all things, faith he, my Bre- 
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Earth, neither by any other Oath ; But let your 6 
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People to Swear. | 
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| [ 427 ] 
Yea be Yea, and your Nay Nay, leſt ye fall into 
Condemnation, Fam 5. 

And into this State of Condemnation, are the 
Teachers and Leaders of our Age fallen, who are 
not only Swearers, but Teachers, Upholders, and 


2? Forcers to Swear, and preach it up for Doctrine to 


Swear, and in this oppoſe and gainſay Chriſt Jeſus, 
and all his Apoſtles, and all that bear Teſtimony to 
his Name, and Truth, and Word, and obey his Com- 


mand; ſuch ſuffer by them, and under them; and 


if they bring them into their Courts for any thing, 
becauſe they cannot pay them Ty thes, or becauſe 
they cannot pay them Steeple-houſe Dues, and Eaſter- 
Reckonings, when they have Sued them, except they 
will Swear, they cannot put in their Anſwers; and 
then they get out Writs, and caſt them into Priſon, 
And thus they that profeſs themſelves to be Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, and the Goſpel, make havock of his 
Flock: But ſurely he will come and ſeek his Sheep, 
and fearch them out. And thus much for the Third 
Particular of their Practice, which is their cauſing 
The fourth Particular that they practiſe without 
ground from Scripture, is, Sprinkling Infants with 
Water, upon their Heads and Faces, and ſome plunge 


them all over, which we do not find Chriſt or his 
: Apoſtles did the like with Infants. : 
Tt 1s true, there was brought unto Chriſt little 


Children, that he ſhould put his Hands on them and 


pray; and he laid his Hands on them, but his Dif- 
ciples rebuked them; but Jeſus ſaid, Suffer little 


Children, and forbid them not to come unto me, for 


of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven, Mat. 19. Now 
_ Mark faith, that he took them up in his Arms, and 


put his Hands upon them, and bleſſed them, Mark 
10. And Luke ſaith, They brought unto him In- 
tants, that he might touch them; but when his 
Diſciples ſaw, they rebuked them; but Jeſus was 
diſpleaſed with them, and ſaid, Suffer little Chil- 
dren to come unto me. and forbid them not, or - 
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ſuch is the Kingdom of God. Verily I ſay unto you x 


whoſoever ſhall not receive the Kingdom of God 
as a little Child, ſhall in no wiſe enter therein, 
Luke 18. 

Now by all theſe Scriptures it doth appear, that 
little Children were nearer the Kingdom of God, 


and readier for the Kingdom of! 
The fourth Particu- God, than others; for Chriſt ſaith | 
lar of their Praitice, ' ſeveral times, Whoſoever will en.“ 


; inbli In- : : | 
* rn? ter into the Kingdom of God, muſt 


from Scripture. be as a little Child. So by all theſe 


it cometh that they throw Water upon them, to 


give an addition to that Innocent State, while they | 


are Infants; this 1s certainly an Invention and an 

Imagination of their own, for there is nothing in 

Scripture for it. 8 
Indeed John the Baptiſt, who was ſent before 


Chriſt to preach the Baptiſm of Repentance, he 
baptized thoſe that received his Doctrine with Wa. 
ter in Jordan; but we do not find that he put In-. 


fants in, that was not according to his Doctrine, 


which was Repentance; for Infants were not capa-| 
ble to repent. And when the Jews ſent the Priefts | 
and Levites to enquire of Joh what he was; they | © 


aſked, Why he baptized, if he was not the Chriſt, 
neither F/as, nor that Prophet? Fohx anſwered them, 


ſaying, : indeed baptize with Water unto Repent- 


ance; but there ſtandeth one among you, whom ye 


know not, he it is who cometh after me, and is pre- 
ferred before me, whoſe ſhoes latchet I am not wor- 


thy to unlooſe. This was beyond Jordan, where 
John was baptized. Saith he, And I knew him not; 
but he that ſent me to baptize with Water, the ſame 
{aid unto me, Upon whom thou ſhalt ſee the Spirit 
deſcending and remaining on him, the ſame 1s he 
that baptizeth with the Holy Ghoſt, Fohn 1. And 
Matthew ſaith, In thoſe days came Fohn the Bap- 
tiſt, preaching in the Wilderneſs of Fudea, and ſaid, 


Repent, 


| Scriptures, we may ſee, that he] 
owns little Children above all others. Now, how ff 
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Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at hand, Cc. 
I indeed baptize you with Water unto Repentance z 
but he that cometh after me, is mightier than I, 
2 whoſe Shoes I am not worthy to bear; he ſhall bap- 
2 tize you with the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire, 
3s Mat. 3. 


It is ſaid, in ohn 2. after that Chriſt had been 


2 preaching and ſpeaking to Nzcodemrs, and had been 
7 preaching the Light to him, that he and his Diſci- 
= ples came to Fudea, and there he tarried with them, 
and baptized; and the Diſciples of Fohz, and ſome 
of the Jews, were at difference about Purifying, and 
they came to John, and faid, He that thou bore 
2 witneſs of, baptizeth. John anſwered and ſaid, Ye 
* your ſelves bear me witneſs, that I ſaid, T am not 
the Chriſt, but T am ſent before him: He muſt in- 

= creaſe, but I muſt decreaſe. 
> knew that the Phariſees heard that he baptized and 
made Diſciples more than Fohn, though Jeſus him- 
ſelf baptized not, but his Diſciples; he left Fudea, 
and departed, Fob 4. | | 


When Jeſus therefore 


Alſo when Jobz was preaching and baptizing, and | 


> preaching Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins; then 
cometh Jeſus from Galilee to Fordan, unto John, to 
be baptized of him; but Fob forbad him, ſaying, 
I have more need to be baptized of thee, and comeſt 
thou to me? And Jeſus anſwering, ſaid, Suffer it to 
be fo now, for thus it becometh us to fulfil all Righ- 


teouſneſs. And Jeſns when he was baptized, went 


| 3 up ſtraightway out of the Water, and the Heavens 
|} were opened unto him, and he ſaw the Spirit of 


God deſcending like a Dove, and lighted upon him, 


and a Voice came from Heaven, ſaying, This is my 


beloved Son, in whom Jam well pleaſed, Mar. 3. 
This is the main Scripture that the Baptiſts build 
upon, for their Water-Baptiſm ; and here is a ſecret 
in this, which they never came to ſee: For John 


2} faith, I knew him not, but that he ſhould be made 


maniteſt to 1/rae/, therefore am I come baptizing 
with Water. And John bare record, ſaying, I Nr 


LT _- 
the Spirit deſcending from Heaven, like a Dove, and 
it abode upon him, and I knew him not. Now how 
do the Baptiſts know him? and the end wherefore 
he went into the Water, ſince that ohn did not 
know it, nor would not have had him to have done 
fo, who was a Man ſent of God to baptize with Wa- 
ter, till he ſaid, It was to fulfil all Righteouſneſs; Þ ? 
which Word was hid from Fobn, as he afterwards | * 
faith, but that he ſhould be made maniteſt to 1/rae!, | 
therefore he came baptizing with Water. And fo | 
_ afterwards, when Chriſt was teaching Nicodemus, 


when he told him, That thoſe that were to enter in-“ 


to the Kingdom of God, muſt be 


The Anabaptifts born of the Water of the Spirit. 
Baptiſn with out- 
ward W „„ | 
ef ee Jeſus ſaid, We ſpeak what we]! 


know, and teſtifie what we have 
ſen, and ye believe not our Teſtimony. If I have 
told you Earthly things, and ye believe them not; 
how ſhall ye believe, if I tell you of Heavenly things?! 
To the ſame purpoſe the Apoſtle faith, There are 
three that bear Record in the Earth, the Spirit, the] 
Water, and the Blood, and theſe three agree in one, 
1 John 5. It were good for the Baptiſts to know this 
Water, and this Baptiſm, and this Spirit, by which! 
they might be born again; and to know the waſh-Þ ! 
ing of the Regeneration, and renewing of the Holy | 
Ghoſt: For this was the Waſhing and Water that | 


_ Theſe things were ſtrange unto him, | 


the Saints were waſhed with; They were made clean | 3 


through the Word, by the waſhing of the Water off 
the Word, Epbe/. 5. —_ | 

Now for the Bapri/?s to ſtand waſhing with out- 
ward Water, which John baptized with, who was!“ 


before Chriſt, which was a Figure of the inward Þ 


Waſhing, and Cleanſing, and Purging, as the Apo: | 
itle Peter faith, the ſame, when he is ſpeaking of | * 

Noab's Preaching while he made the Ark, wherein! 
few, that is, eight Perſons were ſaved by Water: The 
like Figure, faith he, whereunto even Baptiſm, doth Þ 7 
now fave us; not the putting away the Filth of = 1 
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7 Fleſh, but the Anſwer of a good Conſcience towards 
God, by the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Pez, 3. 21. 
|: Whoſe Blood, and the Water, and Spirit, which he 
2? baptizeth with, is the true and only Baptiſm. For 
|: Fobn himſelf faith, He muſt decreaſe, and Chriſt | 


muſt increaſe. And for them to ſtand waſhing here 
with cutward Water, and their Hearts and Con- 
ſciences defiled and polluted, this will be of little 
value to them: For John, who was a Man ſent of 


God, and bore a true Witneſs of Chriſt Jeſus, yet 


after he was caſt into Priſon, he ſent his Diſciples 
to aſk, Art thou he, or do we look for another? He 
was far beyond the Anabaptiſts. So it concerneth 
them to queſtion their State and Condition: For 
they that look at the outward Element of Water ta 
be the Baptiſm, they are far from the real and true 
Waſhing, and from that Baptiſm that baptizeth in- 


to the Body. 


When Pau! came to Epheſus, and finding certain 


- Diſciples, he ſaid unto them, Have ye received the 
Holy Ghoſt ſince ye believed? They ſaid, We have 
not ſo much as heard whether there be a Holy Ghoſt. 
Hie faid unto them, Unto what then were ye bap- 


tized? They ſaid, unto John's Baptiſm. Paul ſaid, 
Fohn baptized with the Baptiſm of Repentance, and 
that they ſhould believe on him that was to come 
after him, that is, in Chriſt Jeſus: Then they were 
baptized in the Name of the Lord Jeſus. And when 
Paul had laid his Hands upon them, the Holy Ghoſt 
came upon them, and they ſpake with Tongues, and 
Propheſied, As 19. | 

So here is the true and only Baptiſm, the Power 
and Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus, which, as Fobz ſaid, ſhall 
increaſe; who 1s that Living Fountain, that if any 
Man be a-thirſt, they may come unto him and drink. 
And this was ſpoken of the Pourings forth of his 
Spirit; and with this Spirit were they baptized, 
while Peter was ſpeaking unto them, when the Holy 
Ghoſt fell upon them, and they ſpake with Tongnes, 


And they of the Circumciſion which believed were 


aſtoniſhed 
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aſtoniſhed, and came to Peter, becauſe the Holy! 


Unity, as well as the Jews. 
And by this Spirit did Chriſt ſend forth his Diſci. 


Faith, and one Spirit, and one Body; ſo there is 
but one Baptiſm, if we believe the Apoſtle ; who 


outward Water: So this one Baptiſm, and one Spi. 
rit, is not outward Water. So the baptizing of In- 
fants, with outward Water, which both Papiſts and 


Proteſtants uſe, is contrary, and without any ground 


from Scripture; for if there be but one Baptiſm, ſure- 
ly outward Water is not it. 


And whereas they ſay, They do it as a Sign or | 


Signification, and call it a Sacrament. This 1s no- 


thing but their own Invention and Imagination, to 
keep People in Ignorance and Darkneſs, for they | 


have no Scripture for it. So much for that Parti- 
cular of Baptiſm. . | 


There is no Scripture that mentioneth a Sacra- 
ment; this Word hath been invented at Rome, by 
the Fope, who was the firſt that ſet up the Sacra- 
ment, and the Altar, and the Euchariſt, which they 
call the Real Preſence; which, after their Prieſts 7 
have conſecrated Bread, they call it, The Real Body 
of Chriſt, and many have loſt their Lives by them, 

| | | becauſe 


ke 


which the Apoſtle mentioneth, in Ephe/. 4. where he 
_ faith, There is one Body, and one Spirit; one Lord, | 
one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and Father of all, 
So as there is but one Lord, and one God, and one 


ſaith, By one Spirit we are all baptized into one 
Body, 1 Cor. 12. Then we cannot believe that it is 


we men way bo 


of God. | 
When Chriſt was ſpeaking to his Diſciples, that 
the Son of Man muſt be betrayed, he ſaid unto 
them, I have deſired to eat this Paſſover with you 
before I ſuffer; for I ſay unto you, I will not any 
more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the King- 
dom of God. And he took the Cup and gave thanks, 
and ſaid, Take this and divide it among your ſelves, 
For I ſay unto you, I will not drink of the Fruit of 
=the Vine, until the Kingdom of God come. And he 
took Bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave 
it unto them; ſaying, This is my Body given for 
you; this do in Remembrance of me. Likewiſe al- 
#0 the Cup after Supper, ſaying, This Cup is the New 
Teſtament in my Blood, which is ſhed for you, 
Luke 22. Mat. 26. Mark 14. | 
Now if the Bread and the Wine had been the Real 


1 Body and Blood of Chriſt, which was given and ſhed 


tor them, he needed not to have ſaid, as he ſaith in 


4 the next words, Behold the hand of him that be- 


trayeth me; for he ate of the Bread that betrayed 


and the Bread and Wine. 


bim: Which words make a diſtinction between him 
But he ſaid, This do in 
3 And with this the Apoſtle 
gagreeth, in what he writeth to the Corinthians; for 


Remembrance of me. 
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he faith, I received of the Lord, that which alſo I 
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deliver unto you, That the Lord Jeſus, the ſame 
Night in which he was betrayed, took Bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he brake it, and ſaid, 


3 


4 


Al ake, cat, this is my Body which is broken for you, 
this do in remembrance of me. In the ſame man- 
ner alio he took the Cup, when he had ſup'd, ſaying, 

- | This 
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This Cup is the New Teſtament of my Blood; this | 


do ye, as often as ye drink, in remembrance of me, 


For, faith the Apoſtle to theſe Corinthians, As often 
as ye eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, ye ſhew 


the Lord's Death till he come, 1 Cor. 11. So that 


the cating of this Bread, and drinking of this Cup, | 
is but the Remembrance of his Death, how Jada, 


betrayed him, and the Fews crucified him, until he 


come, ſaith the Apoſtle. But where is the drinking 


in his Reſurrection, New in his Kingdom? It is ma- 
nifeſted, theſe Corintbians were not come to that, 


* 22S ap ME 


by what the Apoſtle was ſpeaking to them of: In all] 


the foregoing part of this Chapter, he is ſpeaking þ. 
to them of the State and Condition of the Man and] 
of the Woman, and of their Praying and Prophe-| 

ſying with their Heads covered and uncovered, and! 


of their long Hair, and of their Heads being thaven, Þ 
and of Nature it ſelf teaching them; but more eſpe Þ | 
cially in this Particular, he ſaith, When ye come! 
together into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's | 
Supper, but in eating every one taketh before other; 


and one is hungry, and another drunken. So any 


that read this Chapter may ſee, that theſe Corn 


thians were not come to the Power of his Reſur-Þ 


rection; they might eat in Remembrance of his 


Peath. And our unworthy Eaters and Givers of | 
Bread and Wine, in Remembrance of his Death, fin 
again, as ſoon as they have done; and this they! 


call 4 Communion; but it is a Communion in Sin 


and Tranſgreſſion, which was the cauſe of Chrilt's 
Death. Yet in the foregoing Chapter, he faith, þ 
Wherefore, my dearly beloved, fly from Idolatry: þ 
I ſpeak as to wiſe Men, judge ye what I ſay: The 


Cup of Bleſſing which we bleſs (here he taketh in 
himſelf) is it not the Communion of the Blood of 


_ Chriſt? The Bread which we break, is it not the 4 


Communion of the Body of Chriſt ? This is not the 


Communion in Sin and Tranſgreſſion: For we being 
many, are one Bread and one Body, for we are all Par- 


Here 


takers of that one Bread, 1 Cor. 10, 
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Here is no ſpeaking of Remembrance, but the real 


. | © Partaking of the one Bread; this 1s the living Bread 


that is come down from Heaven. Chriſt ſaith, Iam 


the living Bread that came down from Heaven; if 
H 


any Man eat of this Bread, he ſhall live for ever: 


and the Bread that I give you is my Fleſh, that I 


da; | will give for the Life of the World. The Jews won- 


dered at this, and ſaid, Will this Man give us his 
2 Fleſh to eat? Jeſus ſaid, as the living Father hath 


ſent me, and I live by the Father; fo he that eateth 


me, ſhall live by me: And except ye eat the Fleſh 
of the Son of Man, and drink his Blood, ye have 
no Life in you. But this is not, Except you eat 
Bread, and drink Wine, ye have no Life in you; 


Cbriſt ſaith, My Fleſh is Meat indeed, and my Blood 


1s Drink indeed, Fobn 6. ” : 
Z Theſe things ſaid Jeſus in the Synagogue, as he 


| 7 taught. And many of his Diſciples, when they 


= heard this, ſaid, It was a hard Saying, who can 
bear it? But Chriſt ſaith unto them, It is the Spirit 
that quickeneth, the Fleſh profiteth nothing: The 
Words that I ſpeak unto you, they are Spirit, and 


„. they are Life. 


And ſo it is Chriſt and his Spirit that is the living 


No , Bread, and thoſe that live in the Spirit, and feed in 


the Spirit, and meet in the Spirit, they eat the Fleſh of 
Chriſt, and drink his Blood; and this was Spiritual 
Bread; and this Bread was that Living Bread, that 
> Chriſt ſaid, came down from Heaven: Surely this 
2 was Living Bread, elſe it could not have been the 
|: Communion of the Body of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 10. 
And this was a Myſtery, which Swearers and 
Drunkards know not; and therefore they ſet up that 
which is outward and temporal, as the Apoſtle ſaith, 
becauſe they are blind of the Spiritual Eye; and ſo 
2 as the Apoſtle ſaith, That which can be ſeen is Tem- 
2 poral, but that which cannot be ſeen is Eternal, 
I Cor. 14. 18. But this is hid from their Eyes. And 
> thus much for this Particular, which they call the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 


* . 


— 
. 
—_— A 


* — - —— — — 
e — — —— my 
——_— ͤ[ 2 2 — 
, y wy ng - DE OO 
— 


— 
cant” 2 


ge — — 
— 


— ——— 
” 2 ; 
2 * 2 1 


— 


a Prieſt, The Apoſtle ſaith, Marriage is honoura. 


They have alſo ſeveral other vain Practices, which 


they have no Example in Scripture for; as Praying 


* 
. 
*. 


ſtle exhorted from, when he Writ to the Theſſalonians, 


thren, concerning them which are aſleep, that ye 
forrow not even as others, which have not Hope; for 


over them, after they are dead: But they manifeſt 
by their Prayers, that they have not a true Hope| 
nor Belief in Chriſt Jeſus, who 1s riſen from the 


Bead, and become the Firſt-fruits of them that ſleep, 
0, | 


The like may be ſaid alſo of their | Churching| 


Women, and Marrying People with Rings. But i 
appeareth that the main end of theſe Practices ar 


to get Money of People; for they have no Example 
in the Scriptures, that the People were married with ' 


a Prieſt, neither in the Old Teſtament nor New, 


Ye do not read that Abraham and Sarah were mar“ 


ried with a Prieſt; and 1/aac took Rebecca to Wife; 
and Laban gave Facob Leah and Rachel, but not by 


ble, and the Bed undefiled; but he doth not fay| 
on: they thould be married by a Prieſt, or with a| 
Ling. 
Prieſts, that have ſet up ſuch Imaginations and In- 
vent ions as theſe, are the ſame that the Apoſtle pro- 
pheſied of unto his Son Timothy, that good and true 


Biſhop, where he ſaith, Now the Spirit ſpeaketh ex- 
prelly, that in the latter times ſome ſhould depart 


trom the Faith, giving heed to ſeducing Spirits, and] 
Joctrines of Devils, ſpeaking Lyes in Hypocritte, 


having their Conſciences ſeared with a hot Iron, 
torbidding to Marry, and commanding to abſtain} 
from Nleats, 1 Ii m. 4. Now let the Reader but {cÞ 
riouſly read this Chapter, and conſider whether theſe 
be not they, both Pate and Proteſtants, who marry | 


% 


over the Dead; and for the Dead, which the Apo- 


he ſaith, But I would not have you 1 Bre- 


if we believe thatJeſus died, and roſe again; ſo they 
alſo that ſleep in Jeſus, will God bring with him, 
1 Theſj. 4. Here is nothing of Pray ing for them, nor 


But it is manifeſted, that this Generation of 


T eople, f 
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4%, and Will; though the Apoſtle ſaith, They may mar- 


„ 1 | 
People, as before mentioned, and yet forbid to mar- 
ry all that will not marry according to their Way 


Bre- ry whom they will, only in the Lord, 1 Cor. 7. 39. 
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Vet, if they be not married with a Prieſt, and ac- 
2 cording to their way, they account it no Marriage. 
And thus they run themſelves quite off from the 
2 Scriptures, as bad as they that never heard of them; 
for though they profeſs them in Words, they are ut- 
terly, and quite out of them in their Practices. And 
that they abſtain from Meats, and cauſe People 
2 ſo' to do, this is well known to be their common 
Practice, all which the Apoſtle ſaith, are the Do- 
Ctrines of Devils; and ſo here J have found them in 
their Practice, and I will leave them. 
i many more frivolous things, which might be men- 
tioned, as their keeping of Idle Days, and cauſing 
People to do ſo, but what hath been ſaid before, 
may give People a ſight of their Practices, that they 
are quite contrary and oppoſite to the Rule of the 
| > Scriptures : And thus much for the Fifth Head, which 
is their Pracłice. | 


Theſe with 


The Sixth is their Maintenance, and this is as 


= . to the Scriptures of Truth, as any of the 
re 


They profeſs themſelves to be Chriſtians, and 


2 Goſpel-Miniſters, and yet will not be content with 
Goſpel- Maintenance; but their Goſpel is dead, and 
do cold, that they preach to People, that it will not 
2 quicken them out of their dead and natural State; 
and therefore they dare not truſt themſelves upon 
their Maintenance, nor caſt themſelves upon the 
4þ 3 Freedom or Liberality of the People. And fo when 
the Power and Spirit of the Lord Jeſus was loſt, 
and the Revelation of Jeſus, by which the Apoſtles 
Preached; then, when the Apoſtacy came in, thoſe 


1 _ got up into the Pope's Chair, took upon them 
10 


nd out a way, whereby they might compel 
People to maintain them, however they maintained 
and ſo they ſtarted back from Chriſt's 

Ff 2 Y Rule, 


have taken from them the tenth Part of their Lands, 
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Rule, and his Apoſtles, and ſtep'd into the Imitation 


of ſome part of the Levitical Prieſthood under the 
Law, which beſt ſuited their own Ends. And that 


being made ready to their Hands, they foon got it 
{et up, and eſtabliſhed by a Law; and then thoſe 
that were Chriſtians, and ſtood to the Principles and 
Faith of Chriſtianity, who knew that the Prieſthood 
was changed, and the Law alſo, and could not pa 


them Tythes: Then they were ready prepared for 


them with Laws and Penalties, to clap upon them, 
and ſo force them by Compulſion. And thus they 


have laid a weight of Oppreſſion upon poor People, 


ever ſince the dark Night of Apoſtacy came on, and 


and a tenth Part of their Flocks, and Herds, and 


the tenth Part of their Labours; and thus Poor Peo|| | 
ple have been made a Prey unto their Wolviſh| 


Mouths. 


And in this they have not done juſtly, neither ac. 


cording to the Prieſthood under the Law, nor under 


Tythes contrary to 


5 into the Land of Canaan, they 

| were utterly to deſtroy all the 
Places where they worſhipped their Gods, and they} 
were to overthrow their Altars, and break down. 


their Pillars, and burn their Groves with Fire, and 


hew down their Graven-Images, (and theſe Prieſts, | 
we are now ſpeaking of, ſet Images up) and they]: 


were to come unto the Place which the Lord their 


God was to chuſe out of all the Tribes, to pnt his“ 
Name there. And faith the Lord, Thither ſhall y 
bring your Burnt-Offerings, and your Sacrifices,| | 
and your Tythes, and your Heave-Offerings of yo 


1 


Hand, Deut. 12, And at the end of three Years,” 
thou thalt bring forth all the Tythes of their Increal?|. 
the ſame Year, and to lay it up within thy Gates:? 
and the Levite, becauſe he hath no Inheritance with“ 


thee, and the Stranger, and the Fatherleſs, and Wi.“ 


dow which are within thy Gates, ſhall come, and 


6. 


the Goſpel. For the Children o 
Seel Mainte- T/rae! when they were to come 
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ſhall eat, and be ſatisfied, that the Lord thy God 
ation may bleſs thee, Deut. 14. 28, 29. and Chap. 26. 12. 
r the But theſe Tythe - Mongers of the Goſpel Times, 
that have neither fed Widows nor Fatherleſs; but what 
ot it they could get of them, they have taken from them, 
thoſe and many Poor Widows have been caſt into Priſon, 
s and _ becauſe they could not for Conſcience- ſake pay 
thood Tythes; and many Poor Fatherleſs Children have 
t pay had their Goods taken away for the ſame: But this 
d for is none of Chriſt's nor his Apoſtles Example. 
them, And as they have taken up Ways, that have 
they been neither according to Law nor Goſpel; fo let 
eople, them ſtand Uſurpers, as they are, and Lorders over 
„ and] God's Heritage: But let them know for all this, 
ands, that they muſt come to Judgment, and the Lord 
„ and! will plead with them in his Day and Time. | 
* Pee] For when Chriſt Jeſus ſent forth his Diſciples, their 
)Iviſhi great Buſineſs was not to look after their Bellies; 
for they were not to provide neither Gold, nor Sil- 
er ac. ver, nor Braſs in their Purſes; for they had received 
under freely, and they were freely to give, Marr. 10. 8, 9. 
ren off Alſo when he ſent out the Seventy, they were nei- 
com ther to have Bread nor Money, Luke 9. 5 
they] And the Apoſtle Paul, when he took leave of the 
the Churches, he told them, He knew that after his 
they Departure would come among them grievous Wolves, 
down} not ſparing the Flock: He faith, I have coveted no 
, and] Man's Silver, or Gold, or Apparel; Ye your ſelves 
rieſts| know, that theſe Hands have miniſtred unto my 
they} Neceility, and to them that were with me: I like- 
their} 3 wiſe ſhewed you all things, how that ſo labouring, 
t his“ ye ought to ſupport the Weak, and to remember 
| you} the Words of the Lord Jeſus, how he ſaid, It is 
fices,| more Bleſſed to give than to receive, As 20. 33. 
your, 5 34, 35. | 
ears, But the Miniſters in theſe Days, think it more 
rea. Bleſſed to receive, than give, for they accuſtom'd 
the one more than the other. 
wit“ And again the Apoſtle ſaith, Let a Man fo ac- 
Count of us as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and the 
3 EF Stewards 
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Stewards of the Myſteries of God. Moreover, It's 
required of a Steward, that he be found Faithful, 
for I think God hath ſet forth us the Apoſtles, as it 


were appointed to Death; for we are made a Spe- 
ctacle unto the World, to Angels, and to Men: We | 
are Fools for Chriſt's ſake, but ye are Wiſe; we are 
Weak, but ye are Strong; ye are Honourable, but!“ 
we are Deſpiſed; even unto this very Hour, we both | 
Hunger, and Thirſt, and are Naked, and are Buf- 


feted, and have no certain Dwelling-place, and La. 


this Day, 1 Cor. 4. | 1 


certain abiding Places; and inſtead of working with 


ſalonians, he ſaith, Your ſelves; Brethren, know our 


put in truſt with the Goſpel ; even ſo we ſpake, not Þ 


and Day, becauſe we would not be chargeable to 
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bour working with our own Hands; being Reviled, 
we Bleſs; being Perſecuted, we ſuffer it; being De. 
famed, we entreat; weare made as the Filth of the 
World, and as the Off- ſcouring of all things unto 


This is far different from thoſe that have called 
themſelves Goſpe/- Miniflers, they will be ſure of 


their Hands, they make all People work for them: 
So this Scripture tries them and their Practiſe. 
Moreover, when the Apoſtle writeth to the Theſ- 


Exhortation was not of Deceit, nor of Uncleannefs, | 
nor 1n Guile; but as we were allowed of God, to be | 


as pleaſing Men, but God, which tryeth our Hearts; | 
For neither at any Time uſed we flattering Words, | 
as ye know, nor a Cloak of Covetouſneſs, God is 
Witneſs: Nor of Men ſought we Glory, neither of 

ou, nor yet of others, when we might have been | 

urthenſom as the Apoſtles of Chriſt ; but we were 
gentle among you, even as a Nurſe cheriſheth her Þ 
Children: So being affectionately deſirous of you, | 
we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the 
Goſpel of Chriſt only; but alſo our own Souls, be- 
cauſe ye were dear unto us: For ye remember, Bre- 
thren, our Labour and Travel, labouring Night! 


ode ds oc nl ne ods Eon te eh, Me} 
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any of you; we preached unto you the Goſpel of | 
God, Ye are Witneſſes, and God alſo, how Boll N 
| | 5 and 
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IL 
and juſtly, and Unblameable we behaved our ſelves 
among you that believe; as ye know, how we ex- 
$7 horted, and comforted, and charged every one of 
vou, as 2 Father doth his Children, 110%. 2. 
lere was a dear and faithful Miniſter of God, 
that abhorred to be burthenſom or chargeable even 
to them that believed, as he manifeſted in his next 
2 Epiſtle, where he ſaith, For ye your ſelves know 
ho ye ought to follow ns; for we behaved not our 
"| ſelves diſorderly among yon, neither did we eat 
De any Man's Bread for nought, but wrought with La- 
bour and Travel Night and Day, that we might 
not be chargeable to any of you: Not becauſe we. 
have no Power, but to make our ſelves an Example 
for you to follow us. For even when we were with 
'Z you, we commanded you, that if any would not 
work, neither ſhould he eat, 2 Thef}. 3. | 
Ibis is hard Doctrine for ſuch as are called, 
Lords, Biſhops, Deans, and Deacons,who are got ſo high, 
that many of them are almoſt the greateſt Men in 
our Land; fo that it will be no eaſie matter to bring 
them down into the Apoſtles Steps, and Paths, that 
they were in: But however it may let them fee, 
that they are gotten up to the higheſt Pinacle. And 
it is to be feared, that thoſe who have climbed fo 
high, have been taken with this Bait; and it is much 
if they caſt not themſelves down, for it is contrary 
to the Doctrine of Chriſt, for his Exhortation was, 
hat they ſhould take the loweſt Seat, that it might 
be ſaid unto them, Friend, Go up higher, but they 
have not taken that way. | 
But they have ſeveral Objections, or Colours for 
what they do, with which they do a little blind 
Jſome Ignorant People, which is an eaſie matter to do. 
3 While the Blind lead the Blind, faith Chriſt, they 
both go into the Ditch. One thing they alledge for 
3 Tythes, is, That Melcbiſedecꝶk took Tythes when 
Abr abam paid them, Gen. 14. when Abrabam return- 
ed from the Slaughter of the Kings. And this the 
ik Apoſtle cleareth himſelf, in Heb. 7. and taketh a- 
1 | . way 
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way the Objection of all that can be ſaid for Ty thes, 


For firſt of all, as for Melchi/edeck King of Salem, | 


Prieſt of the moſt High God, who met Abraham 


ſedeck, being without Deſcent, having neither begin- 
ning of Days, nor end of Life. So that our Ty the- 


Takers in theſe laſt Days, cannot claim them by | 
this Order; for they are not without Deſcent, for“ 


the fartheſt they can claim was Levi, and Hundreds 
of them have ended their Days, and their Days are 
come to an end. Beſides, the Apoſtle faith, That 
this Melchiſedeck was greater than Abrabam. And 


Abraham had the Promiſe of God, and the Oath of f 


God paſſed unto him, and unto his Seed, which the 


Apoſtle ſaith, Is Chriſt, Gal. 3. But the Apoſtle 


ſaith, He was made like unto the Son of God, and 
remaineth a Prieſt continually. Now conſider, faith 
he, how great this Man was, unto whom, even the 


Patriarch 4braham, gave the Tythe of the Spoils, 


and verily, they who are of the Sons of Levi, who 


mandment to take Tythes of the People, that are 


of their Brethren, though they came out of the Loins 


of Abraham; but he whoſe Deſcent is not counted 


from them, received Tythes of Abraham, and bleſſed | 


him that had the Promiſes, and without all Contra- 
diction, the leſs is bleſſed of the better. 


So if our Tythe-Takers claim them from the Tribe 


vf Levi, then they muſt own themſelves to be of | 


the Levitical Prieſthood, and they muſt take Tythes 
of none but their Brethren the Jews; for ſo the Apo- 


{ile ſaith, That the Prieſthood had a Commandment 
to take Tythes, according to the Law, that is, of 


their Brethren, Heb. 7. 5. And he faith farther, | 
If therefore Perfection were by the Levitical Prieft- | 
hood, (for under it the People received the Law) 


what tarther need was there that another Prieſt ſhould 
ariſe, after the Order Melchi/edeck, and not after the 


Or der ; 


in his return from the Slaughter of the Kings, and 
bleſſed him, to whom alſo 4brabam gave the tenth - 
Part of all, &c. Here the Apoſtle deſcribes Melchi- | - 


receive the Office of the Prieſthood, have a Com-! 
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Order of Aaron. But the Prieſthood being changed, 
there is made of Neceſſity a change alſo of the Law; 
for he of whom theſe things are ſpoken pertaineth 
to another Tribe, of which no Man gave Attendance 
at the Altar. For it is evident our Lord ſprang of 


1 


Jadob, of which Tribe Moſes ſpake nothing con- 


% 5 
3 


cerning the Prieſthood. And it is more evident, 
that after the Similitude of Melchi/edeck,there ariſeth 
another Prieſt, who is not made after the Law of a 
carnal Commandment, but after the Power of an 
Endleſs Life: For he teſtifieth, Thou art a Prieſt 
for ever, after the Order of Melchiſedeck. For there 
is verily a diſanulling of the Commandment going 
before, for the Weakneſs and Unprofitableneſs there- 
of: For the Law made nothing perfect, but the 
bringing in of a better Hope did, by which we draw 
. nigh unto God, Heb. 7. | 


turning and changing of the Prieſthood of Levi, and 
the difanulling of the Law, by which they took 
 Tythes, becauſe that made nothing perfect. And 
for this other Prieſt that remaineth for ever, who 
purgeth and purifieth the Conſcience from Dead 
Works, to ſerve the Living God; for the witneſſing 
of this Everlaſting High- Prieſt being come, hath 
many ſuffered, and do ſuffer by this Generation of 
© Tythe-taking Prieſts, who are neither according to 
Law nor Goſpel; and though they take the Apo- 
tles Words here, and it may be, may read them to 
the People, yet do they act quite contrary to the 


: that he practiſed while he was upon Earth. | 
And ſo we that havea Teſtimony of our Lord Je 
ſus Chriſt, our Everlaſting High-Prieſt, that he is 
come, we cannot deny his Teſtimony, in paying 
* Prieſts Tythes, which was paid under the Levitical 
Prieſthood, before he came, now we have another 
Prieft, that remaineth continually, who is not made 
by a Law of a Carnal Commandment, (as they all 
are) but by another Law; even the Law of the Spi- 

rit 
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3 Apoſtle's Teſtimony here, and to all his Practices 
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rit of Life, which makes us free from the Law of 


Sin and Death, Rom. 8. But they fet up Laws a. 
gainſt us, and make us ſuffer by their Laws, and by 
their Courts; and when we cannot Swear, caſt us| 
into Priſon. But the Apoſtle taught his Son T:mothy 
otherwiſe, when he beſought him to abide ſtill at! 
Epheſus, that he might charge ſome of them, that 
they preach no other Doctrine; neither give heed to] 


Fables, and Endleſs Genealogies, which miniſter 
Queſtions, rather than Godly Edifying, which 1; 
in Faith. Now the end of the Commandment, i. 
Charity out of a pure Heart, and of a good Conſci. 
ence, and faith unfeigned; from which ſome having 
iwerved, have turned again aſide into Jangling, 
deſiring to be Teachers of the Law, underſtanding 
neither what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm: 
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but we know that the Law is good, if a Man uſe it 


lawfully; knowing this, That the Law is not made 


for a Righteous Man, but for the Lawleſs and Dif 


_ obedient, for the Ungodly, and for Sinners, for. 
Unholy and Prophane, for Murtherers of Fathers 
and Murtherers of Mothers, for Man-ſlayers, for 
Whoremongers, for them that defile themſelves with 
Mankind, for Men-ſtealers, for Lyars, for Perjured 
Perſons, and if there be any thing farther that i 


contrary to {ound Doctrine, 1 TI. I. 


Surely theſe late Biſhops have learned another 
Leſſon, than this Biſhop Timothy did; for they execute] 


their Law apgainft the Harmleſs, and the Innocent, 


and ſuch as abide in ſound Doctrine, and thoſe that | 
bring torth the Fruits of the Spirit, which is Love, 
Peace, Lonp-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, 
Meekneſs, Temperance, againſt ſuch the Apoſtle 
ſaith there is no Law, Gal. 5, And yet theſe are 


they that are made the object of their Laws, and are] 


kept under the Scourge of the Laws in theſe Days,] 
and this diſorder is, becauſe our Leaders and Teach} 


ers have cauſed the People to Err, from the Faith, 
and from the Truth. | | | 


But to come to the Particular, which is, Concern 
| I 


wing 
Jing, 
ding 
irm: 


le it All this we would freely allow them, and it would 


be joy and gladneſs to us, to ſee them come to this, 
upon the ſame terms the Apoſtles did: For firſt of all 
be ſaith, Am Inot an Apoſtle? Am I not free? Have 
I not ſeen Jeſus Chriſt? Are not you my Work in the 
Lord? If I be not an Apoſtle unto others, yet doubt- 
leſs Jam to you; for the Seal of mine Apoſtleſhip 
are ye in the Lord. If others are Partakers of this 
Power over you, are not we rather? Nevertheleſs, we 
bave not uſed this Power, but ſuffered all things, 
leſt we ſhould hinder the Goſpel of Chriſt. For we 
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ing Miniſters Maintenance, where they object, and 

| 3fay, The Apoſtle alloweth them a Maintenance, by 
| what he holds forth, 1 Cor. 9. where he ſaith, Have 
not we power to eat and drink? Who goeth a War- 

fare at any time on his own Charges? Who planteth 


a Vineyard, and cateth not of the Fruit thereof? 


Who feedeth a Flock,and eateth not of the Milk there- 
of? For it is written in the Law of Mo/es, Thou ſhalt 


not muzzle the Month of the Ox that treadeth out 
the Corn. If we have ſown unto you Spiritual 
Things, is it a great Thing if we reap of your Car- 
nal Things? Do you not know, that they that mi- 
niſter about Holy Things, live of the Things of the 
Temple? And they which wait at the Altar, are par- 
takers with the Altar? Even ſo hath God ordained, 


that they which preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of 


the Goſpel. 


: have uſed none of theſe things, neither have I writ- 
ten theſe things, that it ſhould be done unto me; 
for it were better for me to die, than that in this 


| any Man ſhould make my glorying void; for tho? 
I I preach the Goſpel, I have nothing to glory of, for 


a neceſſity is laid upon me, yea, woe is unto me, if 


- 
8 


lingly, I have a Reward; but if againſt my will, a 
Diſpenſation of the Goſpel is committed unto me, 
what is my Reward then? Verily, that when I 
preach the Goſpel, I may make the Goſpel of Chriſt 


| Without charge, that I abuſe not my Power in the 


Goſpel 


I preach not the Goſpel. For if I do this wil- 
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the more; unto the Jew, I became a Jew, c. 
we walk in the Fleſh, we do not war after the Fleſh; | 
every Thought into the Obedience of Chriſt. 


the Apoſtle ſaith, Thoſe that ſow Spiritual things | | 


thereof; and whoſoever treadeth out the Corn, ought} | 
not to have his Mouth muzzled, according to the 


gut force or conſtraint: For the Apoſtle ſaith, Ne-. 


rde Golpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel ; but I have] 
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Goſpel. For though I be free from all Men, yet II 
made my ſelf Servant. unto all, that I might gain! 


Here the Apoſtle maketh all clear; fo that if they] 
would come to preach the Goſpel in this Spirit and] 
Power, they need not ſet up their Courts of Violence, 
and lay ſuch heavy Oppreſſion upon the Conſciences 
of Men and Women. For the Apoſtle ſaith, Tho' 


for the Weapons of our Warfare are not carnal, but! 
ſpiritual, and mighty through God to the pulling 
down of ſtrong Holds; caſting down Imagination 
of every high Thought, that exalteth it ſelf againſt 
the Knowledge of God, and bringeth into Captivity 


Here is no need of Courts or Priſons, where the] 
Power of God is manifeſted in the Miniſtry of the! 
Goſpel; they need not want Means nor Maintenance! 
where every Thought is brought down into the Sub- 
jection and Obedience of the Lord's Truth. But a; 


ought to reap Carnal things: So he that planteth a| 
Vineyard, ought to eat of the Fruit thereof; and! 
whoſoever feedeth a Flock, ought to eat the Milk}. 


Law; that ſo he that ploweth in hope, and threſhÞ 
eth in hope, ſhould be partaker of their hope. I 
All this is juſt and equal, and ought to be with 


vertneleſs we have not uſed this Power, but ſuffer 
ail things, leſt we ſhould hinder the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
: he Lord hath ordained, that they which preach} 


ned none of theſe things. Therefore he ſaith, Have 
1 commutted an Offence, in abaſing my ſelf? becauſe 
1 kave preached to you the Goſpel of God freely: 
And when I was preſent with you, and wanted, ! 
was chargeable to no Man, 2 Cor. 11. Alſo the A 
poſtle faith, I did not burthen you; Did I make a 

gail 


gain of you, by any of them I ſent unto your? I de- 
*fired Titus, and with him I ſent a Brother: Did Ti- 
tus make a gain of you? Walked we not in the ſame 
Spirit? Walked we not in the ſame Steps? Think ye 
that we excuſe our ſelves unto you? We, ſpeak before 
God in Chriſt, that we do all things,dearly Beloved, for 
your edifying. Here the Apoſtle defireth their growth 
into Grace, that he preached to; not his growth into 
their Eſtates, as ours do now in theſe Days, 2 Cor. 12. 
But this hath not ſerved our late pretended Goſpel- 
Miniſters; they will not be contented, where they 
have Planted, to eat of the Fruit; nor where they 
have fed the Flock, to eat of the Milk; nor where 
they have Plowed or Threſhed, to partake of their 
Hope; but they will be paid of all within the com- 
pas of their Power and Lordſhips, whether they 
feed them or no; and where they never Planted, nor 
never Plowed, nor never Sowed, there they will make 
them to pay them, and that by Force and Violence: 
And this all People may ſee, is contrary to the Apo- 
ſtles Doctrine, Life and Practice. Surely the Apo- 
ſtle ſaw theſe things coming on, when he wrote 
unto his Son Timothy, whom the Holy Ghoſt made 
> Biſhop and Overſeer; when he ſhewed him how he 
ſhould behave himſelf in the Houſe of God, con- 
cerning Elders, Fathers and Mothers, and concern- 
ing Children and Servants, faith he, Let the Elders 
that rule well, be counted worthy of double Honour, 
.| . eſpecially they who labour in the Word and Doctrine. 
For the Scripture ſaith, Thou ſhalt not muzzle the 
Ox that treadeth out the Corn: The Labourer is 
* worthy of his Reward. I charge thee before God, 
and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the elect Angels, that 
thou obſerve theſe things, without preferring one 
before another, doing nothing by partiality ; laying 
hand ſuddenly on no Man, neither be partaker of 
2 other Mens Sins. Keep thy ſelf pure. If any Man 
teach otherwiſe, and conſent not to wholſome words, 
even the words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the 
Doctrine which is according to Godlineſs; he is 
Z | | Proud, 
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proud, knowing nothing, but doting about Queſtions} F 
and Strife of Words; whereof cometh Envy, Strife 
Railings, evil Surmiſings, perverſe Diſputings a, 
Men of corrupt Minds, and deſtitute concerning th! 
Truth, ſuppoſing that Gain is Godlineſs; from ſuch} * 
withdraw thy ſelf. But Godlineſs with ContentmentÞ} * 
is great gain; for we brought nothing into th 
World, and it is certain we can carry nothing out; 
but having Food and Raiment, let us therewith h 
content. But they that will be Rich, fall into z] 
Temptation, and a Snare, and into many fooliſh and 
hurtful Luſts, which drown Men in Deſtruction and 
Perdition. For the Love of Money 1s the Root of 
all Evil, which while ſome have coveted after, the 
have erred from the Faith, and pierced themſelva}} : 
through with many Sorrows. But thou, O Man d 
God, fly theſe things, 1 Tim. 5, 6 Chapters. 4 
All that read this may fee, that the bleſſed Apo 
ſtle foreſaw the State and Condition the Church wa]! 
falling into, and the Time that hath been ſince, hath 
manifeſted the Truth of it. And thus we fee the 
good and wholſome Doctrine, that the holy Apoſtk Þ 
left with them that were Overſeers in thoſe Days 
that had the Spirit of the Lord Jeſus living and 
_ dwelling in their Hearts; but this Goſpel hath Þþ 
been hid from them that have been loſt. And this 
may ſerve for the Sixth Head, which is their Main-. 
TENance. | | 
Ihe Seventh and laſt is their Garb and Habit, 
which they ſeem to place much in, 
Long Robes and in matter of their Worſhip ; and | 
1 aud they being called Goſpel - Miniſters, 
ippets, are contra- | 
7y to Goſpel-0raz. We know no Ground, nor Example, 
ments. they have from Chriſt, or any of his 
| Apoſtles, to wear ſuch Garments. ' 
It is true, Aaron, when he was to miniſter in the 
Prieſts Office, there were holy Garments to be made 
for him, for Beauty and for Glory: And theſe were 
the Garments which they were to make, a Breaft- 
Plate, an Ephod, and a Robe, a Broidered Con 4 
I” 8 | ; It re, 
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II Uitre, and a Girdle; and they were to take two 
tions} Stones, two Onix Stones, and grave on them the 
tri} Names of the Children of Iſrael, and ſet them in 
88 df four rows; and Aaron ſhall bear the Names of the 
ig thi Children of IJ/rael in the Breaſt-plate of Judgment 
| ſuc upon his Heart, when he goeth in into the Holy 
ment] Place, for a Memorial before the Lord continually ; 
D thü And thou ſhalt put in the Breaſt-plate of Judgment, 
but; the Lim and the Thummim (which is, Lights and 
Perfections) and they {ſhall be upon Aaron's Heart, 


nto 2 ; when he goeth in before the Lord; and Aaron ſhall 
2 3 bear the Judgment of the Children of 1/7ae/ upon 
and 


his Heart before the Lord continually, Exod. 28. 

Here was more than the long Gown and the Sur- 
plice, the Tippet and the Hood, here was the Urim 
and the Thummim, and the Judgment of the Chil 
2? dren of T/7zae/ upon his Heart: Alſo Aaron had a 
2 Breaſt-plate of pure Gold, and graven upon it like 


36. This is far beyond the long Robes of our Days; 
hath for there is not Holineſs graven upon them, neither 
> the Lights nor Perfections; and if they do take the long 
oltk | Robes and Surplices, Hoods and Tippets, from Aaron, 
Days 4 they miſs the Garb and Faſhion of this; for upon 
the Hem of Aaron's Garment there was Bells, and 


hath Pomgranets of Gold; A Golden Bell and a Pome- 
N granet, a Golden Bell and a Pomegranet round a- 
ain 


bout the Hem; and this was to be upon Aaron, when 
2? he went to miniſter, that his Sound might be heard 
7 when he was to go in the Holy Place before the 
110, $7 Lord. But they ſet Bells upon the top of their 
and Steeples inſtead of theſe, to make People hear the 
ters, Sound when they go to their Worſhip. And ſo in 
ple, this, as in all other things that have been ſhewed, 
f his they differ far from Scripture-Rule. - 
1 Moreover, the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Thus ſhall 
Aaron go into the Holy Place, with a young Bullock 
for a Simoffering, and a Ram for a Burnt- offering; 
and he {hall put on the holy Linen Coat, and he 
ihal! have the Linen Breeches upon his Fleſh, and 


{hall 


the Engraving of a Signet, Holineſs to the Lord, ver. 
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Linen Mitre ſhall he be attired : Theſe are the holy 
Garments, therefore ſhall he waſh his Fleſh in Wa. 


_ theſe things from hence, from Aaron's Garments, but 
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ſuffer them that would. Woe unto you, for ye de. 


. 1 450] | 
ſhall be girded with a Linen Girdle, and with the 


ter, and ſo put them on, Levit. 16. | 
So here we ſee Aaron was to bring a Bullock and 
2 Ram, for a Burnt-offering and a Sin- offering, and 
to waſh his Fleſh before he put thoſe Garments on. 
It is to be fear'd, that our Long-Robed and Surplice-ſ 

Men miſs it in this too, except they offer a Sin-! 
offering, and a Burnt-offering, and waſh their Fleſh, 

We do not hear they uſe this, they calling them. 
ſelves Miniſters of Chriſt, and of the Goſpel : But 
certainly they have not taken up the Imitation of 


from the Scribes and Phariſees; for from Chriſt and 
his Apoſtle they had none at all, but the quite con 
trary : For Chriſt Jeſus, when he ſpake to the Mul 
titude, and his Diſciples, ſaid, The Scribes and th: 
Phariſees ſit in Moſes Seat, and that which they bil 
you obſerve and do, obſerve; but do not ye aft 
their Works, for they ſay and do not; and all ther 

Works they do to be ſeen of Men. They make broa 
their Philacteries, or Fringes, and enlarge the Borden 
of their Garments; and love the uppermoſt Room] 
at Feaſts, and the chiefeſt Seats in the Synagogue 
But he ſaith, Woe unto you Scribes and Phariſees : 
Hypocrites, for ye ſhut up the Kingdom of Heavens 
againſt Men; for ye neither go in your ſelves, nat 


vour Widows Houſes, and for a pretence make long 
Prayers; therefore ye ſhall receive the greater Con: 
demnation, Aſat. 23. And he faith unto them in Mart 
12. in his Doctrine, Beware of the Scribes, which 
love to go in long Cloathing, and love Salutation g 
in the Market - places, and the chief Seats in the 8. 
nagogues, and uppermoſt Rooms at Feaſts, which 1 
devour Widows Houſes, and for a pretence mak? 1 
long Prayers; theſe ſhall receive greater Damnation 5 


And Lale faith, Chap. 20. That then, in the Audi: 
ence of all the People, he ſaid unto his Diſciples 
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the] Beware of the Scribes, which deſire to walk in long 
oly | Robes, and love Greetings in the Markets, and the 
Wal higheſt Seats in the Synagogues, and the chiefeſt 
| [Rooms at Feaſts, which devour Widows Houles, 
and for a ſhew make long Prayers; the ſame ſhall re- 
ceive greater Condemnation. 
Surely the Diſciples and Apoſtles, after they had 
heard Chriſt thus often to teſtifie againſt them, 
in.] that went after this manner, certainly they would 
keep themſelves clear, for ever going in this Garb. 
| Beſides, it is clearly manifeſted by their Practices, 
that they never went after this manner, in long 
Robes and Surplices; for that would have been a 
great charge to them that wrought with their Hands, 
and were not chargeable to any, except thoſe that 
were raiſed up by the Power of Almighty God, by 
their Preaching of the Goſpel of Chriſt unto them, 
the Lord might move their Hearts to give them what 
they ſhould ſtand in need of, which they could not 
want, if thoſe had it, that were one with them in 
the Spirit; for ſo the Apoſtle holdeth forth to the 
Philippians, where he ſaith, But I rejoyce in the Lord 
greatly, that now at laſt your care of me hath flou- 
Tithed again, wherein ye were alſo careful, but ye 
Jacked opportunity: Not that I ſpeak in reſpect of 
Want, for I have learned in whatſoever State I am, 
therewith to be content. I know how to be abaſed, 
and how to abound; every where, in all things Iam 
inſtructed, both to be full, and to be hungry; both 
to abound, and to ſuffer need; notwithſtanding ye 
have done well, that ye did communicate with mine 
Affliction: For even in Theſſalonica ye ſent once and 
again to my Neceſſity; not becauſe I deſire a Gift, 
but I defire Fruit, that that may abound to your 
account: But I have all, and abound, and am full, 
ich Pb“. 4, But ſurely they bought no long Robes, nor 
e Surplices with this, ſince that Chriſt Jeſus had ſo 
jon Often exhorted them to beware of them that went 
in ſuch. | T 
And again, Peter ſaith unto thoſe he wrote to, 
| oo. - aa 


.? 


. 
Let your Converſation be honeſt among the Gen. 
tiles; that whereas they ſpeak of them as Evil-doers, 


they may be put to ſilence by their good Works; 
and that they ſhould be as free, not uſing their Li. 


berty for a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, but as the Ser- 
vants of God. And thus much for the Seventh and 
laſt Head, which is their Garb and Habit, which all 
that read the Scriptures may ſee, that Chriſt nor his 
Apoſtles ever uſed ſuch. - 


So now, let the Reader, as he readeth over this 
Treatiſe, weigh and try by the Scriptures, their 
Ways and Actions; for Chriſt hath left us a Rule 


how we ſhould know them by their Fruits: For, 


ſaith he, Beware of falſe Prophets, which come un- 
to you in Sheep's Cloathing, but inwardly are Ra. 


vening Wolves: Ye ſhall know them by their Fruit. 
Do Men gather Grapes of Thorns, or Figs of Thi. 
ſtles? Even ſo every good Tree, bringeth forth good 


Fruit; but a corrupt Tree, bringeth forth corrupt 
Fruit; a good Tree cannot bring forth evil Fruit, 
neither can a corrupt, Tree bring forth good Fruit: 
Wherefore by their Fruits ye ſhall know them, Mar.7, 
Luke's. 43. 185 
So by this, which hath been ſnewed and tried by 


the Scriptures, comparing their Doctrine, Practice, 


and Worſhip with the Scriptures, let the honeſt in 
Heart judge, whether this Goſpel that they have 
preached, and which hath been holden forth for 
many Hundred of Years, whether this be not ano- 
ther Goſpel, than that the Apoſtles preached; and 
that which the Apoſtle feared 1s come to paſs, where 
he ſaith, I fear leſt by any means, as the Serpent 
beguiled Eve through his Subtilty, ſo your Minds 


_ ſhould be corrupted from the Simplicity which is in 
(chriſt: For if he that cometh, preacheth another 
Jeſus, whom we have not preached; or if ye receive 


another Spirit, which we have not received; or ano. 
ther Goſpel, which we have not accepted: I marvel Þ 
ye are fo ſoon removed from him that called you Þ 

| | 8 | into 
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into the Grace of Chriſt, into another Goſpel, which 
is not another: But there are ſome that trouble you, 
and would pervert the Goſpel of Chriſt. But though 
We, or an Angel from Heaven, preach any other 
2 Goſpel unto you, than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accurſed. As I ſaid before, fo 
ſay I now again, if any Man preach any other Goſ- 
pel unto you, than that ye have received, let him 
be accurſed, 1 Cor. 11. Gal. I. And thus you may 


| ſee, that their Miniſtry hath been neither accord- 
ing to Law nor Gofpel; and let the Lord judge be- 
. | tween theſe two, | | 
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And now a few Queries to the Biſhops, Miniſtry 
and Clergy, of what ſort ſoever, whether Papiſts 
| 1 Proteſtants, that have been in this time of Apo- 
3 ACv. „„ „ 4 
1 Frft, Whether that Light, which Fobz was ſent 
to bear witneſs of, John 1. 8, 9. which is the true 
Light, that lighteth every Man that cometh into 
the World; Whether this Light be not the ſame as 
it was, and hath the ſame Power that ever it had ? 
© ſince Chriſt ſaith,''I am the Light of the World, 
ai, tf i EE 
* Secondly; Whether the New Covenant, which the 


written in the Heart) be not the ſame as ever it was, 
. vea or nay? | e $ 

Thirdly, Whether the Word of Faith, which the 
„ei Apoſtle faith, is nigh in the Heart, even the Word 
ou that he preached, Rom. 10. Whether this be nos the 
to] {ame as ever ? ſince Chriſt ſaith, Heaven and Earth 


? 


1 Lord promiſed by his Prophets, Jaiah and Feremab, 

e which was a Light of the Gentiles, and was to be 

r God's Salvation to the ends of the Earth, Jai. 42, 

o. and 49 Chapters, Fer. 3 1, and 24 Chap. Which Pro- 
d pheſies old Simeon ſaw fulfilled, Luke 2. 30, 31, 32. 

re Whether this New Covenant, which the Lord ſaith 

nt ſhould be an Everlaſting Covenant in the laſt Days, 
ds which Covenant the Apoſtle bears Teſtimony of in 
in #6. 8.) Whether this Covenant (which is the Law 


Gg 2 {hall 
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ä 
ſnall paſs away, but my Word ſhall not paſs away, 
Mat. 24. 35. Mark 13. 31. | 
Fourtbly, Whether the Miniſtration of the Spirit, 
which the Apoſtle ſaid, was glorious; and faith, the 


Lord 1s that Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Þ 


Lord is, there is Liberty, 2 Cor. 3.17. Whether this 
Spirit hath not the ſame Power and Efficacy to 


work in the Hearts of People, as ever it had, yea 
Or nay ? | 


Fifthly, Whether the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, 


that was revealed to his Apoftles by his Spirit, 
Epheſ. 3.5. 1 Cor. 2.10. Whether this Spirit hath not 
the ſame Power to reveal now, as ever it had? ſince 
Chriſt Jeſus ſaith, All things are delivered unto me 
of my Father; and no-Man knoweth the Son, but 
the Father; neither knoweth any Man the Father, 
ſave the Son, and he to whomſoever the Son will 
reveal him, Mar. 11. 27. John 3. 35. Chap. 6. 46. 
Whether this Revelation of Chriſt Jeſus, be not of 
the ſame Force and Power as ever it was, yea or 
—_ . 72 1 
Sixthly, And if ſo, that the Light of Chriſt, the 
New Covenant, the Word of Faith which is nigh in 
the Heart, and the Spirit that he hath put in the 
inward Parts, by which the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt 
is known, be the ſame as ever; then why is not the 
Miniſtration of the Spirit, and thoſe that are in- 
ſpired by the Almighty, the Miniſters that are al 
lowed of, and ſet up by the Powers of the Nation? 
And why is ſuch a Miniſtry ſet up and allowed of 
by the Powers of the Nation, who deny Revelation, 
and do not wait for Revelation, but ſay it is ceaſed! 
And why are ſuch Miniſters allowed of, and ſet up 
by the Powers of the Nation, who do not only de- 
ny Revelation, and fo deny Chriſt-Jeſus, but they 
alſo ſtir up the Magiſtrates, and thoſe that have the 
Civil Power, to Perſecute, to Impriſon, to Premu. 
nire, and to Baniſh ſuch as have the Revelation of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and are Inſpired by the Almighty, with 
the ſame Spirit and Power as the Apoſtles had? 


Seventhly, 


1 

1 
1 
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Seventhly, Why is not the Church of Chriſt now 


zin God, as the Church of the Theſſalonians was? 


1 Theſſ. 1.1. 2 Theſſ. 1. 1. And why is now a 


Houſe made with Wood and Stone, called the Church? 


Since Chriſt faith unto Peter, when he confeſled that 
he was the Chriſt, the Son of the Living God; Jeſus 
ſaid unto him, Fleſh and Blood hath not revealed 


this unto thee. Thou art Perer, and upon this Rock 


I build my Church. But this Rock was not Peter, 


as the Papiſts ſay, but it was upon that Revelation, 


which Chriſt ſaid his Heavenly Father had revealed 
unto Peter, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail 


againſt it, Mar. 16. 18. 


Eighthly, Why is not the Worſhip of God perform- 
ed in the Spirit, and in the Truth, according as Chriſt 
Jeſus publiſned and declared in the Mountain at Sa- 
maria unto the Woman, which Jeſus confeſſed unto 
and ſaid, (when ſhe ſpake of the Meſſiah, and of 
Chriſt) I am he; He faid unto her, That the Hour 
cometh, and now is, that the true Worſhipers ſhall 
worſhip the Father in Spirit, and in Truth; for ſuch 
the Father ſeeketh to Worſhip him; God is a Spirit, 
and they that worſhip him,, muſt worthip him in 


: Spirit and Truth, Fohn 4. And why is not this 


Spirit waited in, and for, in the Worſhip that is 
generally performed, and allowed of in our Nation; 
ſince that the Apoſtle ſaith, We are the Circumci- 
ſion, which worſhip God in the Spirit, and have no 
Confidence in the Fleſh ? Phil. 3. 3. And why is the 
Worſhip which is generally performed among People, 
and their Doctrines taught from and by the Com- 


mandments of Men, ſeeing they profeſs themſelves 


3 
Hes 


to be Chriſtians, ſeeing Chriſt complained of this 
Worſhip? And faith, In vain do they worſhip me, 


| teaching for Doctrine the Traditions of Men, this 


People draweth near to me with their Mouths, and 
honoureth me with their Lips, but their Hearts are 
far from me. And he ſaid, Let them alone, they 
are Blind Leaders of the Blind, and if the Blind 
lead the Blind, both ſhall fall into the Ditch, Mat. 
15. 8, 9, 14. Gg 3 Ninthly, 


ral 


Ninthly, And why is not the Worſhip of God |? 
performed among thoſe that profeſs themſelves to be 
Chriſtians, and Goſpel-Miniſters in the Unity of the | 
Spirit? ſince the Apoſtle ſaith, when he aſcended | ' 
up on high, He led Captivity captive, and gave“ 
Gifts unto Men, for the perfecting of the Saints, for! 
the Work of the Miniſtry, for the wap! dag of the 

the Unity of 
the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto the perfect Man, unto the meaſure of the Sta- 
ture of the fulneſs of Chriſt, Epbe/. 4.13. And why 
is there ſuch Difference in Religion, and Opinions, 
as there hath been between Pap:/ts and Prote tant: 
and many others, even to the killing and ſlaying one 
of another, ſince that all profeſs themſelves to be 
Chriſtians? And the Spirit of Chriſt is but one; and 
the Apoſtle exhorts them here, to endeavour to keep] 
the Unity of the Spirit, in the Bond of Peace. And 
jf they have received thoſe Gifts from on High, 
which are for the Work of the Miniſtry; then why 


Body. of Chriſt; till we all come into t 


are there ſuch Differences among them ? 


Tenthly Why is there not that Liberty, and Or. 


dere in their MR and Aſſemblies, who profeſs 


themſelves to be Chriſtians, as was in and among 


the Apoſtles and their Churches? For the Apoſtle 
Jaith, If any thing be revealed to another that ſit- 
teth by, let the firſt hold his Peace, for ye may all 
Propheſie one by one, that all may learn, and all 
may be comforted: And the Spirit of the Prophets, 
is ſubje& to the Prophets; for God is not the Au- 
thor of Confuſion, but of Peace, as in all the Chur- 
ches of the Saints, 1 Cor. 14. So if this was the 


Order of the Churches of the Saints; how is it that! 
always one Man is ſet up to ſpeak to all the reſt of 
the People, it may be for many Years together? |} 
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ſince that the Apoſtle ſaith, That there is diverſi- | 
ty of Gifts, but the ſame Spirit; and there are dif-“ 
ferences of Adminiſtrations, but the ſame Lord; 


and there are diverſities of Operations, but the ſame i 
God which worketh all in all; but the mitte 4 


1 of the Spirit is given to every Man to profit withal, 
I Cor. 12. Rom. 12. 4. Since that the Spirit is given 
to every Man; how is it that poor People have had 


„one Man ſet up to teach them, it may be Thirty or 


4 Forty Years together, and whatſoever was revealed 
to him that ſate by, they were not permitted to 
> ſpeak: But they might be haled before Magiſtrates; 


5 and it may be Stock'd, or Impriſoned and Whip'd, 


for doing that which the Scripture alloweth of. And 


here are Chriſt's Words fulfilled, where he ſaith, 
Ve ſhall be haled before Magiſtrates, and perſecuted 
for my Name's ſake, for a Teſtimony againſt them, 
and they that kill you think they do God good Ser- 
u ice, John 18. 2. 

And theſe few Queries are for all the Clergy in the 
Chriſtian World to Anſwer, whether they be Papiſts 
or Proteſtants. | | | 


| ? Lancaſter-Caſtle, he | e 
> 7th Month, 1666. e A. F 


POSTSCRIPT. 


T hath been an Old Proverb among ſome Men, 
x No Biſhop, ns Ring; this is but a Suppoſition 
that is got into the Minds of People in theſe late 
Times, which hath proceeded and riſen from among 
2: thoſe of that Function, and their Adherents, being 
that their Power ſtandeth only by the Kingly Power, 
for it might rather be ſaid, No King, no Biſhop. But 
to add to their Strength and Aſſiſtance, they have 
added this, and have got it into the Minds of People, 
that if there be No Bz/hop, no King; but it is other- 
wiſe; for it is by Experience known, and that by 
Scripture Example. 


For in the Reigns of all the Kings of 1/rae/, we do 
not read that there was a Biſhops Power, nor Eccle- 
fiaſtical nor Spiritual Courts; neither Nebxchadnez- 
Ear the Great; neither Oyrus, unto whom the Lord 
ſaid, Thou art mine Anointed, whoſe right Hand I 
have upholden to ſubdue Nations, I will looſe the 
1 5 | Gg 4 | 2 Loins 


» 


A 
Loins of Kings, to open before thee the two leaved 
Gates; Iwill give thee the Treaſures of Darkneſs, and 


the hidden Riches of ſecret Places, that thou may'ſt 


* 


know, that I the Lord, which calleth thee by thy 3 
Name, am the God of I/rae/, Iſai. 45. Neither 
Darius, who ſet over his Kingdom one Hundred and 


Thirty Princes, and over theſe were three Preſidents, Þ 
of whom Daniel was the firſt; and by the Voice and 
Word of Daniel the Man of God, who was greatly 


beloved of God, theſe Kingdoms of the Medes and 


Perſians were Swayed and Governed by the Word of 


the Lord through Daniel, as may be read in the . 


Book of Danze! : But we never heard of Biſhops, or 


Spiritual Courts among them. 


It is true, we read, that among the Jews there was | 
High-Priefts, and Chief-Prieſts that Ruled and Go 


verned amongſt them, when their Kings were Hen. £ 


thens, as Herod, and Tiberius Ceſar. In the Days 
of Herod Chriſt was born, who ſent his Wiſe Men to 


to ſeek for the Child, and made all the Young Chil þ 
dren be killed, from two Years Old and under; and 


the Angel made Jeſus be carried into Egypt, till Herol Þ 
was dead. Then there was Herod the Tetrarch of 


Gatilee, which beheaded John Baptiſt, this Herod | 
and P{/ate were made Friends the ſame Day that! 
Chriſt was under Examination, for before they had 


been at Eumity: And Anamas and Caiaphas, being 
High-Prieſts, they ſought how they. might kill Jeſus. Þ 


And the Band of Soldiers led Jeſus away to Anna! | 


firſt, for he was Father-in-law to Caiapbas, which | 
was the High- Prieſt the ſame Year. Now Caiaphas Þ 
was he which gave Counſel to the Jews, that it was Þ 
expedient that one Man ſhould die for the People, | 
John 18. 13, 14. And when Pilate had called to-] 
gether the Chiet-Prieſts, and the Rulers, and ſaid Þ 
unto them, Ye brought this Man unto me as one : 
that preverted the People, and I have examined him Þ 


before you, and have found no Fault in him, nor Þ 


yet Herod; and they accuſed him vehemently, Luke i 


lat. 26. 125 | 
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ed The Chief-Priefts and Elders ſought falſe Witneſs 
1d | againſt Jeſus to put him to Death, and when they 
ſt found falſe Witneſſes that witneſſed againſt him, 
y | Jeſus ſaid nothing: And the High-Prieſt aroſe, and 
er faid, Anſwereſt thou nothing? And he ſaid, I adjure 
d thee by the Living God, that thou tell us if thou 
s, be the Chriſt: Jeſus ſaid unto them, Thou haſt ſaid 
d it: Hereafter ye ſhall ſee the Son of Man ſitting at 
the right Hand of Power. Then the High - Prieſt 
d rent his Cloathes, and ſaid, He hath ſpoken Blaſ- 
of | phemy. And when the Morning was come, all the 
e Chief-Prieſts and Elders took Counſel to put him to 
or Death: And when they had led him away, they 

delivered him to Pontius Pilate, Mat. 27. Mark 15. 
| And when Pilate aſked of them, Will ye that I releaſe 
o | untoyou the King of the Jews? But the Chief - Prieſts 
1 moved the People, that he ſhould rather releaſe 
vs Barabbaz. And Pilate ſaid, What will ye then that 
to I ſhould do unto him, whom ye call the King of the 
. Fews? And they cried, Crucifie him, Crucifie 
d him. | | 
4 Now Arnanias ſent him bound unto Caiaphas, the 
of | High-Prieſt, and he aſked him of his Diſciples, and 
4 of his Doctrine; Jeſus anſwered, Why aſkeſt thou 
it | me? Aſk them that heard me: And one of the Offi- 
id cers ſtruck Jeſus with the palm of his Hand, and 
ig faid, Anſwereſt thou the High-Prieſt ſo? And Jeſus 
s. | faid, If I have ſpoken Evil, bear witneſs of the Evil; 
4 | it Well, Why ſmiteſt thou me? 
hk Then they led Jeſus from Caiaphas the High-Prieſt, 
into the Hall of Judgment, and Plate went unto 
as | them, and ſaid, Take ye him, and judge him ac- 
le, cording to your Law: The Jews therefore ſaid un- 
o- to him, It is not lawful for us to put a Man to 
id | Death, John 18. But they looked upon it lawful to 
ne | accuſe him falſly, and vehemently to accuſe him, 
mand to cry out, Crucifie him, Crucifie him, and to 
or deſire Barabbas, that was found in an Inſurrection, 
ie Þ and a Murtherer, to be releaſed. and to cry, that 
| | Chriſt the Lamb of God, might be Crucified. _ 

| „ Alter 
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Prieſt Ananias commanded them that ſtood by him, 
15 to 


[ 40 


after the ſame manner did they with the Apo- 


tles. 
And thoſe Scribes and Elders, that caught Stephen 
and brought him, and ſet up falſe Witneſſes to wit- 


1 
q 
£ 


neſs againſt him, the High Prieſt with the Council | 
ſaid, Are theſe things ſo? And after Stephen opened 
his Mouth, and ſpake unto them, and opened through 


the Scriptures; and when they heard thoſe things 
that Stephen ſpake from the Scriptures, they gnaſh- 
ed on him with their Teeth, As / . 

And as Peter and John ſpake unto the People, 
the Prieſts and Captain of the Temple, and the 


Sadduces came upon them; and then Ananias the 


High Prieſt, and Caiaphas, and Fohn, and Alexan i 
dier, and as many as were of the Kindred of the 


High Prieſt, were gathered together to take counſel! | 
againſt Peter and John, after they had wrought the ; 


Miracle upon the Impotent Man; and when they 


could find nothing againſt them, they threatnel 


them, and let them go, As 4. 


And what ado made they with Paul, for all he 
was one of their own Nation, and made his Defence 


before them; and called them Men, and Brethren, þ 


and Fathers, and ſpake unto them in the Hebrew 
Tongue, and told them how the Lord had converted 
him, As alſo the High Prieſt doth bear me witneſs, Þ 


and all the Elders, from whom alſo I received Let- Þ 


ters unto the Brethren, and went to Damaſcus, to 
bring them which were there in Priſon to Feru/a 
lem to be puniſhed, Ads 22. | 

Paul, that had been one of their Servants, and 
had acted in the ſame way with them in Perſecu- 


tion, after he was converted to the Chriſtian Faith, 


he received no more Favour from them than others; 
for afterwards, when Pau! was brought before the 
Council to be Examined, wherefore he was ſo accu 
ſed; and Paul earneſtly beholding the Council, ſaid, 
Men and Brethren, I have lived in all good Con- 
ſcience before God until this day : And the High 


© 
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to ſmite him on the Mouth; then ſaid Paul, God 


"| ſhall ſmite thee, thou whited Wall. And they that 


ſtood by, ſaid, Revileſt thou God's High Prieſt ? 


Then ſaid Paul, I wift not, Brethren, that he was 
the High Prieſt; for it is written, Thou ſhalt not 
| ſpeak Evil of the Ruler of thy People. Pau! acknow- 


| ledged, where it is ſaid, Thou ſhalt not revile the 
Gods, nor curſe the Ruler of thy People, Exod. 22. 
28. But David faith, I have ſaid, ye are Gods, but 


ye {hall die like Men: And fo it appeareth by this 


| High Prieſt; for he was far from Executing of his 
Duty, where he fate to judge according to the Law, 
when he commanded to ſmite the Priſoner contrary 
to the Law, and afterwards gave conſent to the Peo- 
ple to bind themſelves in an Oath to murther Paul, 
but were prevented by the chief Captain and Soldi- 
| ers, Acts 23. | ”— =, 

And after five days Anuanias the high Prieſt, de- 
| ſcended with the Elders, who informed the Governor 
againſt Paul, and ſaid, We have found this Man a 
| peſtilent Fellow, a mover of Sedition among theJews, 
throughout the whole World, a Ring- leader of the 
| Sect of the Nazarenes; with much more. And when 
Felix heard their Accuſations of him, he deferred 
the Examination of him, As 24. x 


Likewiſe when Feſtus was come into the Pro- 


vince, then the High Prieſt, and the chief of the 


les informed him alſo againſt Paal, and deſired 
| Favour againſt him, and beſought him, that he 


would ſend for him to Feruſalem, lying in wait by 


the way to kill him: But Feſtus anſwered, That Paul 


| ſhould be kept at Ceſarea, Alls 25. 


By theſe places, with much more that the Scrip- 


ture maketh mention of, we may ſee the Cruelty 


and Bloody-mindedneſs of theſe _ Prieſts, that 


were then Rulers of the Nation o 


the People of 


Jews, under the Roman Monarchy: For they were 
always worſe in Cruelty againſt the Chriſtians than 
the Heathens; and joyned with the Kings, and in- 
cenſed them what they could againſt the Chriſtians, 


463} 
as is manifeſted; for they joyned with that 
and Pilate that crucified Chriſt. | 
Alſo when King Herod heard that Jeſus was born] 
in Bethlehem of Fudah, he gathered the chief Prieſts | 
and all the Scribes of the People together, to de- 
mand of them where he was to be born, intending to] 
kill him; but the Lord prevented him, who in his 
Rage flew all the young Children. 


Alſo Herod the King, that killed James the Bro. 7 


ther of 7ohn with the Sword; and becauſe that h 
ſaw it pleaſed. the Jews, he proceeded farther, and] 
took Peter, and caſt him into Priſon; and when 
Prayer was made to the Lord for Peter, and that 
the Lord delivered him out of Priſon, there waſp 


no {mall ſtir among the Soldiers, what was becom 
of Peter: And when Herod had ſought him, bu 


found him not, he commanded that the Keepers d 
the Priſon ſhould be put to Death. But when thiſ ; 
Herod was arrayed in Royal Apparel upon hi 
Throne, the Lord ſmote him by his Angel, imme] 
orms, and gave up th. 


diately he was eaten of W 
Ghoſt, Ads 12. | | 


4 


This, with much more, might be inſtanced cor 
cerning this Generation of Men, of their Cruel 
and Oppreſſion, joyning with the Heathen Monarch 
in the crucifying and perſecuting of Chriſt Jeſu | 
and his holy Apoſtles, and the Primitive Chriſtians] : 
But we never heard of any Biſhops, neither in thi : 
time of the Kings of 1/-ae/, nor in all the four Mel | 


narchies before Chriſt's time; neither in the Days 


the Apoſtles, nor in the Primitive times, there wa” 


no ſuch Lord-Biſnops, as had Courts and Laws tf 


make People ſwear, and to impriſon them if the} 
would not, ſuch as there could not be Kings with: 


Out. | | | 

For Chriſt Jeſus, nor none of his Apoſtles, ſougiſ 
not after, neither looked after Earthly Kingdoms} 
for he ſaid, His Kingdom was not of this World| 
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neither could his Servants fight. And the Apoſtle! 
ſaid, The Weapons of their Warfare were not Cat] 


fea 
tre 
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| al but Spiritual; neither did they wreſtle with 


Fleſh and Blood, but with Spiritual Wickedneſſes. 


And fo they that are true Chriſtians, and of the 


ſame Faith and Principle that Chriſt Jeſus was of, 
they deſire not Cæſar's Due nor Right, but give unto 

Ceſar that which bears his own Image, the outward 
Earthly Image, and the Money that bears the Super- 


| ſcription of Cæſar's Prerogative; this they can give 


unto Ceſar, and not wrong any Man of his outward 
| Propriety and Prerogative; for they ſeek not after 
| Earthly Crowns nor Inheritances, but after Heaven- 
ly. The Apoſtle, when he wrote to Timothy, ex- 
horted, That firſt of all, Supplications, Prayers, and 
Interceſſions might be made for all Men; for Kings, 
and all that are in Authority, that they may lead 
a quiet and peaceable Life, in all Godlineſs and Ho- 
neſty; for this is good and acceptable to God, who 
would have all Men to be ſaved. | 
This he wrote to him that was a Biſhop, which 
if any Man deſireth the Office of, he deſireth a good 
| Work; for it is no more than to be an Overſeer of 


the Church of Chriſt, and not to look after Carnal 


Means, or Carnal Maintenance, neither to be a Bur- 
then or an Oppreſſion to the People, nor to be up- 
holden by Men, or the Powers of the Earth; ſuch 
Biſhops and Overſeers of the Church of God, as Ti- 
mothy and Titus were, and all thoſe holy Apoſtles 
the Scriptures mention, we ſhould be glad of; Such 
as are lovers of Hoſpitality, lovers of good Men; 
not given to Wine, not greedy of filthy Lucre, but 
Patient; not a Brawler, not Covetous: For the Apo- 
ſtle ſaith, The Love of Money is the Root of all 
Evil; which, while ſome have coveted after, they 
have erred from the Faith, and pierced themſelves 
through with many Sorrows. Such things as theſe 
the Apoſtle exhorted Timothy and Titus from, which 
many of the Biſhops in our Days, and for the laſt 


Twelve Hundred Years and upwards, it is to be 
0 feared, they are fallen into Demaz his Way, and 
trodden his Paths, and have forſaken the Apoſtles 


Spirit, 


Spirit, Doctrine and Principle, and have embraced | © 
this preſent World; and here hath been the Miſery | b 
of theſe Ages laſt paſt. But this is that which Chriſt | . 
Jeſus foreſaw, which he mentions, Afar. 24, and 251 
Chap. As alſo the Apoſtle Pau! foreſaw, when he! 

told them, that grievous Wolves ſhould enter into! 
the Church, not ſparing the Flock, Acts 20. 29, Þ ;: 
. 2 Pet. I. 2. 1 John 2. 18. All theſe had a true fight Þ 
1 of the Days of Darkneſs, and Night of Apoſtacy, 

. that was coming on. . | 
7 As alſo the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, which he 
ſent and ſignified by his Angel to his Servant John: 
} He ſaw the Beaſt riſe out of the Sea, and out of the 
Earth, and Power was given to him for forty and 
bi two Months. And this Power appeared at Rome, 
5 which is the Foundation of their Eccleſiaſtical and 
Spiritual Power; and here was the firſt Biſhop, that 
was called His Holineſs, and his Children are called 
as high as they can, (but Timothy and Titus were not 
ſuch) who made War with the Saints, and over- 
came them; and Power was given unto him over 
| all Tongues, Kindreds and Nations, and his Power 
j was to endure above Twelve Hundred Years. And 
one of the Seven Angels; that had the Seven Vials, 
ſhewed him the Judgment of the great Whore, with 
whom the Kings of the Earth had committed For. 
nication, and the Inhabitants of the Earth had 
made themſelves drunk with the Wine of her For- 
nication. And he ſaw a Woman fit upon a Scarlet- 
coloured Beaſt, full of Names of Blaſphemy, having 
Seven Heads and Ten Horns, which Beaſt he had 
ſeen before, Chap. 13. And when John marvelled, 
the Angel ſaid unto him, Wherefore doſt thou mar- 
vel? I will tell thee the Myſtery of the Woman, and 
of the Beaſt that carrieth her, Chap. 17. And fo, 
He that hath Wiſdom may read, and count the 
— of the Beaſt, for it is Six Hundred Sixty 
ix. 8 

And this Proverb, which hath continued ſo long, 
(No Biſhop, no King) hath riſen out of the — 
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leſs Pit, and muſt go into Perdition; for there were 
no ſuch Biſhops in the times of the four Monarchies 
before Chriſt, neither among the Primitive Chriſti- 
ans, that had Eccleſiaſtical Courts, and toſled poor 


15 ? People up and down, and cauſed them to ſwear, 


” contrary to Chriſt's Command, which they have 


nothing to do with, wrangling among them for get- 


ning of Money. The Apoſtle faith, They thould be 


no Brawlers. | | 


And now this uſurping Power is gotten up under 


the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and becauſe it is up- 
| holden by Monarchical Power, it hath hatched a 
| Cockatrice into the Minds of People, No Biſhop, no 
| King. But this we can ſay, That Kings have reigned 
by the Power of the Lord God, and may reign as 
long as it pleaſeth him; and God ſent his Prophet 


to anoint a King. . ; 
So can we ſay that this uſurping Power hath 


been always againſt, and contrary to the Power of 


| the Lord God, and hath ever been the Oppreſſor of 
the Innocent and the Juſt, and God's Heritage and 


| People have always been Sufferers in all Ages by 
this Power, and this Generation of Prieſts hath been 


the cauſe of all the Saints Sufferings; they ſtoned 


the Prophets, and flew them before Chriſt; and ye 


may ſee how they uſed Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 


And now in the Apoſtacy, O the Inquiſitions, the 
{ Racks, and the Tortures, the Courts, Citations, and 
Impriſonments, that have been, and are continually 
impoſed upon poor People! So that the very Miſery 
of Nations cometh by theſe Uſurpers (and their Su- 
periority, in having Power) and Oppreſſors, and 
| Layers on of Burthens, grievous to be born; that 
upon this Generation might come all the Righteous 
| Blood ſhed upon the Earth, from Abel, Mar. 23. 


35, 36. 


But the Lord is coming to Redeem his People 


| and his Flock out of their Covetous Mouths, and 
Bloody Hands; and the Lord hath ſent the Spirit 
| of his Son into the Hearts of his People, and his 


Light 


an 


1 
Light is riſen in their Conſciences, and the Lord] 
will teach them all himſelf, and ſet them free from 
the Bondage and Slavery of theſe Taſk-maſters; and 
he hath committed all Power in Heaven and Earth 


unto his Son, and he hath all Times and Seaſons in his 


hands; and it is good for Kings, that are ſet up by || 
the Lord, to fear him, that by his Power they may 
Rand; and not uphold that Power that God will 
throw down: For he 1s come to Reign, and Teach 
his People himſelf, Read I/aiab 21. 


„„ 
_UNTO THE 


[Seed of ISRAEL 


That they may come out of 


2 Darkneſs, and Houſe of Bondage, 


Unto the Land of Refs. 
"ALSO 


| The Righteous Law of God junge 


WITH bg 


by Epiſtle to all thoſe, whoſe Defires 
are after the Truth, as it is in Jeſus, 


where-ever they are Scattered. 


ALSO 


| owns Five Queries to all the World's 


Prieſts and People, that ſay, The 
I of Chrift is Natural. | 


By M. F. 


Firſt Printed about the Year 1668. 
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of Call unto the Seed of Iſrael, Woe. 


Wake, awake, put on thy Strength, O Zion“! 
A put on thy Beautiful Garments, O Feruſalen, | 
the holy City! For henceforth there ſhall no more 
come unto thee the Uncircumciſed, and the Unclean, Þ 
Shake thy ſelf from the Duſt, ariſe and fit down, 
O Feruſalem; looſe thy ſelf from the Bands of thy 
Neck, O Captive Daughter of Zion; for thus faith Þ 
the Lord, Ye have fold your ſelves for nought, and 
ye {hall be redeemed without Money, 1/z. 5 2. 1, 2, 3. 
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Now is the free Covenant of Everlaſting Life fet 
„pen to you, which brings Salvation unto the Jews iÞ 
and Gentiles. Therefore, O Houſe of Jacob, come 
ye, and let us walk in the Light of the Lord, which 
1s now ſhining in this his Day; gloriouſly is the 
Lord riſen, and ſhining in the Conſciences of Men; 


in him is Life, and the Life is the Light of Men: 
This is he which I/azah propheſied of, which is now 
fulfilled, who ſaid, Ho every one that thirſteth, come 


ye to the Waters; and he that hath no Money, come 


ye, buy and eat, yea, come buy Wine and Milk, 


without Money and without Price. And Jeſus Chriſt, Þ 
who is the Fountain, cryed, ſaying, If any Man 
thirſt, let him come to me and drink; he that 
believeth on me (as the Scripture hath ſaid) out of Þ 
his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living Water; but this 
he ſpake of the Spirit, Fobz J. 37, 38. And this is 
the Fountain, which Moſes faw, and told 1/rael of, fe 
God is thy Refuge, and underneath are the Ever- Þ 
laſting Arms; he ſhall thruſt ont the Enemy before 
thee, and ſhall deſtroy them: Ira then ſhall dwell I;; 
in ſafety alone; the Fountain of Jacob ſhall be upon 


a Land of Corn and Wine, alſo his Heavens {hall 


drop dow Dewn. Happy art thou, O 1/-ae!! who is 
like unto thee? a People ſaved by the Lord, the of 
Shield of thy Help, and who is the Sword of thy 
Excellency z and thine Enemies ſhall be found wi 
Lyars unto thee, and thou ſhalt tread * . 

| RT | the th 
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: the high Places of the Earth, Deut. 33. 27, 28, 29, 
Now is this fulfilled in all who turn to the Light, 


| which comes from the Life, which is the Fountain, 


- which is now ſet open for all Nations to flow unto, 
and all the Nations that are ſaved, walk in the 
Light of the Lamb. David ſaw this, when he ſaid, 

| How excellent is thy Eoving-kindneſs, O God! there- 
fore the Children of Men put their Truſt under the 
Shadow of thy Wings, they ſhall be abundantly ſa- 
tisfied with the Fatneſs of thy Houſe; and thou 


' ſhalt make them drink with the Rivers of thy 


Pleaſures; for with thee is the Fountain of Life, in 
thy Light, we ſee Light, P/al. 36.7, 8, 9. Therefore 


| did he ſay, Tremble thou Earth, at the Preſence of 


the Lord, at the Preſence of the God of Facob, which 


turned the Rock into a ſtanding Water, and the 


Flint into a Fountain of Water, P/a/. 114.8. and the 


Day is come that Zechariah ſaw, who ſaith, In that 


Day there ſhall be a Fountain open, to the Houſe . 
of David, and to the Inhabitants of Feruſalem, for 
Sin and for Uncleanneſs; and it ſhall come to paſs 
in that Day, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, that I will 


it, Þ cut off the Name of the Idols out of the Land, and 


they ſhall be no more remembred; and alſo, I will 
| cauſe the Prophets, and the unclean Spirits to paſs 
out of the Land, Zech. 13. 1, 2. and this is fulfilled, 
bpraiſes to the Living God, and the true Prophet is 


is rien, which Moſes faid the Lord will raiſe, who 


teacheth his People himſelf, in whom is Life, and 
this Life is the Light of Men, whoſe Name is The 
Lord our Righteouſneſs, and whoſe Light leads unto 
Righteouſneſs and Purity, and whoſe Blood waſheth 
and cleanſeth from all Sin, all that believe and obey 
the Goſpel. And the Day is come, which Joel pro- 
pheſied of, who ſaid, The Lord alſo ſhall Roar out 
of Sion, and utter his Voice from Feruſalem, and 
1 the Heaven and the Earth ſhall ſhake; but the Lord 

will be the Hope of his People, and the Strength of 
the Children of ae! So ſhall ye know that I am 
the Lord your God, dwelling in Sion, my holy 
| | — FEM 2 Mountain. 


Poor, Jews and Gentiles, Barbarian, Scythian, min- 


[ 470 ] 


Mountain. Then ſhall Feru/alem be holy, and there 


mall no Stranger paſs through her any more; and 
it ſhall come to paſs in that Day, that the Moun- 
tains ſhall drop down new Wine, and the Hills thall 
flow with Milk, and all the Rivers of Fudab ſhall 
flow with Water; and a Fountain ſhall come forth 
out of the Houſe of the Lord, and ſhall water the 
Valleys, Joel 3. 16, 17, 18. But to all the Stift- 
necked and Uncircumciſed in Hearts and Ears, who 
are diſobedient to their Meaſures of Grace, unto 
them this Fountain is ſealed : My Beloved is as a 
Spring {hut up, and as a Fountain ſealed; and yet 
he 1s as a Fountain of Gardens, and a Well-ſpring 
of Living Waters, and Streams from Lebanon, unto 


the Faithful and Obedient, who wait in the Light 
for his Appearance the ſecond time without Sin; 
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and this all the Faithful and Obedient thall witneſß 
And therefore all that deſire to know the Living 
God, who deſires to have Living Vertue and Grace 


unto your Souls, wait in the Light which {ſhines in 
your Conſciences; for this Fountain of Life, is the 
Light of Men; and there is no Life to be found but 
in the Fountain, which is now ſet open for the ga- 
thering of all Nations together, by his Light, which 
gathers together into one, which is the Covenant, 
which is given a Light to the Gentiles, which bring 
Salvation to the Ends of the Earth; and this ye thallÞ 
Eternally witneſs to be Truth. Therefore, as you 
love your Souls, turn to the Light, and fear the Lord 
God ; for Solomon ſaith, The Fear of the Lord is 2 
Fountain of Life: And again he ſaith, The Law ot 


the Wiſe is a Fountain of Life, and the Law of God 


endures for ever. God is pure, and his Law is pure] 
and the Word of the Lord endures for ever; who 
ſaid, T am the Lord thy God, which brought the 


out of the Land of Egypr, from the Houſe of Bondage: 


this endures for ever: The ſame Lord brings tron} 


Ezypt, and out of the Houſe of Bondage ftill. 
Therefore, all People, High and Low, Rich an 


the 
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the Light, by which the Lord God calleth out of 


Spiritual Egypt and Sodom, where our Lord is cruci- 
fied : By this Light, which 1s the Life of the Law, 
doth he call the Seed out of Bondage ſtill; for Moſes 
{aw this, when he ſaid, And he came with Ten Thou- 
ſand of his Saints, from his Rignt Hand went a 
Fiery Law for them; yea, he loved the People, all 


his Saints are in thy Hand, and they fate down at 
thy Feet, every one ſhall receive of thy Words. 
E Moſes commanded us a Law, even the Inheritance 
of the Congregation of Jacob, Deut. 33. 2, 3, 4. And 
this Inheritance endures for ever, who dwells and 


abides in this pure and perfect Law of God: The 
Promiſe of God is annexed to this, even the ſure 
Mercies of David; and in this Law did David me- 
ditate Day and Night; the Law of God was in his 
Heart, P/al. 78. Give ear, O my People, unto my 
Law, incline your Ears unto the Words of my 
Mouth : I will open my Mouth in Parables, I will 
utter dark Sayings of old, which we have heard and 
known, and our Fathers have told us; and we will 
not hide them from the- Children, ſhewing to the 
Generation to come the Praiſes of the Lord, and his 
Strength, and his wonderful Works that he hath 
done. For he hath eſtabliſhed a Teſtimony in Fa- 
cob, and appointed a Law in 1/rae/, when he com- 
manded our Fathers, that they ſhould make them 
known to their Children; that the Generations to 
come might know them, even the Children which 
ſhould be born, who ſhould ariſe and declare them 
to their Children; that they might ſet their hope 


in God, and not forget the Works of God, but keep 


his Commandments. | | 
Now this Law, David bears witneſs to; and all 
that are of God, bears witneſs to this Law; for this 
was a Statute for I/rael, and a Law for the God of 
Jacob; but they that were rebellious and ſtubborn, 
Children of Ephraim, they kept not the Covenant of 
God, and refuſed to walk in his Laws; and fo it is 
fall: The Lord complains of the Idol Shepherds, 
Hh 3 : "ME 
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My People are deſtroyed for lack of Knowledge 


becauſe thou haſt rejected Knowledge, I will alſo re 


ject thee; thou ſhalt be no Prieſt unto me, ſeeing 


thou haſt forgotten the Law of thy God, I will alſo 


forget thy Children. 
Now let all People try and ſearch, whether all 


the Prieſts and Teachers of this Nation of England, 


or elſewhere, have not quite forgotten this Law, and 


caſt it behind their Backs. And the Righteous Law 
of God, which endures for ever, which the Apoſtle 


ſaid was ſpiritual, holy, juſt, and good; this they 
call a Covenant of Works, and ſay, Chriſt hath a- 
boliſhed it, which 1s contrary to Chriſt's own words, 
who ſaid, Think not that I am come to deſtroy the 
Law; I am not come to deſtroy, but to fulfil : For 


verily I ſay unto you, till Heaven and Earth paſs, one 


jot or tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the Law, till 
all be fulfilled, Mat. 5. 17, 18. And when one of the 
Phariſees, who was a Lawyer, aſked Chriſt a Que- 
ſtion, ſaying, Maſter, which is the greateſt Com- 
mandment in the Law ? Jeſus ſaid unto him, Thou 
ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, 


with all thy Soul, and with all thy Mind : This 1s 


the firſt and great Commandment ; and the ſecond 
3s like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as 
thy ſelf; on theſe two hang all the Law and the Pro- 
phets. Here Chriſt Jeſus, who is the End of the 
Law for Righteouſneſs, witneſſeth to the Righteous 
Law of God, which Moſes taught I/rae!; who ſaid, 


Hear, O I/rae!, the Lord our God is one Lord; and 


thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
Heart, and with all thy Soul, and with all thy 
Might; and theſe words, which I command thee this 
day, ſhall be in thy Heart, Deut. 6. 6. Here now 
the Oneneſs of the Lord is made manifeſt, who hath 
ſent his only begotten Son, not to deſtroy, but to 
folfil this Law, which is one. And the Apoſtle faith, 
That he was alive without the Law; but when the 
Commandment came, Sin revived, and he died; and 
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this, who deny the Law of God, and caſt it behind 


your Backs. The Apoſtle faith, He that ſins with- 
out the Law, ſhall periſh without the Law; and as 
many as have ſinned under the Law, fhall be judged 


by the Law: For not the Hearers of the Law ſhall 
be juſtified before God, but the Doers of the Law 
hall be juſtified. Now ſee where you will appear, 
who have caſt the Righteous Law of God behind 


your Back, and are no Miniſters, neither of the Law, 


nor of the Goſpel: For the Miniſters of the Spirit, 
both under the Law and Goſpel, bear witnefs to the 
| Righteous Law of God, and walk in it, and fulfil 
it, by the Strength and Power of him, who is the 
End of the Law for Righteouſneſs ; he that can re- 
ceive it, let him: For the Gentiles, which have not 
the Law, do the things contained in the Law, which 
| ſhews the Works of the Law written in their Hearts, 
their Conſciences bearing them witneſs, in the Day 
when God ſhall judge the Secrets of Men by Jeſus 
Chriſt. This Day is come; and your talking of 
| Chriſt, and of a God, will not ſerve, who have caſt 
the Law of God behind your Backs; and the Se- 
crets of your Hearts you come not to judge, but 


your Covers are come to be rent off, and your 


: Nakedneſs will appear: For out of Sion the Law is 
going forth, and the Word of the Lord from Jeru— 


ſalem; and Sion is redeemed through Judgment, and 
her Converts with Righteouſneſs; and the Deſtructi- 


on of the Tranſgreſſors and of the Sinners ſhall be to- 
| gether, and they that forſake the Lord ſhall be con- 
{ famed: For ye ſhall be aſhamed of the Oaks which 
ye have deſired, and ye ſhall be confounded for the 


| Gardens which ye have choſen; and ye ſhall be as 


an Oak, whoſe Leaf fadeth, and as a Garden, that 
| hath no Water, 1/27. 1. 31. and the Strong ſhall be 


as Tow, and the Maker of it as a Spark; and they 


| ſhall both burn together, and none ſhall quench 


them: And this ſhall you Prieſts of Baal, and your 


Upholders, eternally witneſs; for the laſt Days are 
| Hh 4 coming, 
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coming, and the Mountain of the Lord's Houſe is 
eſtabliſhed upon the top of the Mountains, and it ſhall 
be exalted above the Hills, and People ſhall flow un- 
to it ; and many Nations ſhall come and ſay, Come, 
and let us goup unto the Mountain of the Lord, and 
to the Houſe of the God of Facob, and he will teach 
us of his Ways, and we will walk in his Paths; for 
the Law ſhall go forth of Sion, and the Word of the 
Lord from Jeruſalem; and this is fulfilled in this 
our Day, Glory and Praiſe be to the Lord for ever. 
Hearken unto me, ye that know Righteouſneſs, the 
People in whoſe Hearts is my Law, Fear ye not the 
Reproaches of Men, neither be ye afraid of their 
Revilings; for the Moth ſhall eat them like a Gar- 
ment, and the Worm ſhall eat them like Wool ; but 
my Righteouſneſs ſhall be for ever, and my Salva- 
tion from Generation to Generation, T1/az. 51. 7, 8, 9. 
And the Lord ſaith by Feremiab, Thus ſaith the 
Lord, Stand in the Court of the Lord's Houſe, and 
ſpeak unto all the Cities of Fadab, which come to 
Worſhip in the Lord's Houſe, all the Words which 
I command thee to ſpeak unto them, diminiſh not a 
Word: And thou ſhalt ſay unto them, Thus ſaith the 
Lord, if ye will not hearken unto me, to walk in 
my Law, which I have ſet before you, and to 
hearken to the Words of iny Prophets, which I have 
ient unto you, then will I make this Houſe like un- 
to Shiloh, and this City a Curſe to all the Nations 
upon Earth, Fer. 26. 4, 5, 6. Therefore beware, all 
you Prieſts of Baal, which caſt the Law of God be- 
hind your Backs: And the Lord ſaith, Becauſe they 
have forſaken my Law, which I ſet before them, and 
have not obeyed my Voice, neither walked therein; 
but have walked after the Imaginations of their 
own Hearts, and after Ba/aam, which their Fathers 


taught them: Therefore'thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, | 


the God of Jael, Behold, I will feed them even 

with Wormwood, and giye them Water of Gall to 

_ drink, this ye ſhall be ſure of, Fer. 9.13, 14. And 
the Lord ſaith by Zechariah, Yea, aa” their 

| | | Hearts 
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Hearts as an Adamant Stone, Jeſt they ſhould hear 
the Law, and the Words, which the Lord of Hoſts 
ſent in his Spirit, by the former Prophets; there- 
fore came a great Wrath from the Lord of Hoſts: 
Therefore it is come to paſs, that as he cryed, and 
they would not hear; ſo they cryed, and I would 
not hear, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Zech, 7. 12, 13. 
Therefore all People, as ye deſire your Souls Peace 
and Comfort, turn to the Law, written in your 
Hearts, which the Lord hath put in your inward 
Parts, that you may know him to be your God, and 
that you may be his People, that ye need not ſay, 
Know the Lord, for all ſhall know him from the leaſt 
unto the greateſt. When the Lord appeared unto 
Abraham, he ſaid unto him, J am the Almighty God, 
walk before me, and be thou perfe& : Here is a Law, 
and this endures for ever. And he ſaith, I will 
make my Covenant between me and thee, and thy 
Seed after thee, in their Generations, for an Ever- 
laſting Covenant, to be a God unto thee, and thy 
Seed after thee, every Man-Child among you ſhall 
be Circumciſed, Gen. 17. 1, to the 12. And ye ſhall 
Circumciſe the Fleſhof your Foreſkins, and it ſhall be 
a token of the Covenant between me and you: But 


now this is the Seal of the Covenant, The Circumciſion 
which is of the Heart: And the Apoſtle ſaith, He 


gave him the Covenant of Circumciſion, Ads 7. 8. 
And again he ſaith, And he received the Sign of 
Circumciſion, a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of the Faith 
which he had, yet being Uncircumciſed, that he 
might be the Father of all them that believe, though 
they be not circumciſed outwardly, Rom. 4. 11. and 
we are the Circumciſion, who worſhip God in the 
Spirit, and have no Confidence in the Fleſh, and 
this is the Seal of the Covenant, which ſtands for 
ever, unto all the Seed of Abraham, to which the 
Promiſe is: And except the Lord of the Sabbath 
had left us a Seed, we had been as Sodom, And been 


like unto Gomorrab : What ſhall we ſay then? That 


the Gentiles who followed not after akte 
| | | ave 
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have attained to Righteouſneſs, even the Righteouſ. 
neſs which is of Faith: but I/rae/ who followed after 
the Law of Righteouſneſs, hath not attained unto 

the Law of Righteouſneſs, becauſe they ſought it 
not by Faith, but as it were by the Works of the 
Law, for they ſtumbled at the Stumbling-Stone, 
Rom. 9. 29, 30, 31, 32. And here do all the Builders 
and Phariſees of this Age ſtumble, who know not 
the Light, the Life of the Law they diſallow, and 
ſet at nought the Corner Stone, Chriſt Jeſus the 
Light, who 1s the Rock, upon which the whole 
Church is built, and by which Jews and Gentiles 
come to Salvation; And this muſt needs be ſo, for 
it is written, Behold! I lay in Sion a Stumbling- 
Stone, a Rock of Offence, and whoſoever believeth 
on him, ſhall not beaſhamed. And becauſe of their 
ſtumbling, and diſallowing the Corner Stone, Chriſt 
Jeſus the Light, (which is the firſt Step into the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life; and none comes unto the 
Father, but by him) ſo long they are out of this 
Way, and ſtumbles at the Light, they ſhall never 
know the true Faith, nor ſhall they ever come to at- 
tain to the Law of Righteouſneſs, becauſe they do 
not ſeek it by the Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
which is not holden with reſpec of Perſons; but is 
a Myſtery held in a pure Conſcience, which the de- 
filed Conſcience ſhall never know. And this ye ſhall 
- eternally witneſs to be Truth _ | 
Repent you therefore, and be converted, that your 
Sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreſh 
ing ſhall come from the Preſence of the Lord, as 


ſaith the Apoſtle, And he ſhall ſend Jeſus Chriſt, who i | 


before was preached unto you, whom the Heavens 
muſt receive, until the Reſtitution of all Things, 
which God hath ſpoken by the Mouth of all his holy 
Prophets ſince the World began; for Moſes ſaid un- 
to the Fathers, A Prophet ſhall the Lord raiſe up 
unto you, like unto me, him ſhall you hear in all 
Things, whatſoever he ſhall ſay unto you: And it 
ſhall come to paſs, that every Soul that wall ET 

; this 
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this Prophet, ſhall be deſtroyed from among the Peo- 


ple, As 3. 22, 23. And now is this Prophet riſen, 
in the Conſciences of Men, and he is teaching his 
people, by his Light, who is the Light of the World, 
and this is the Condemnation of the World, that 
Light is come; And Men love Darkneſs, rather than 
Light, becauſe their Deeds are Evil: But from the 
Light, which ſhines in their Conſciences, they can- 
not fly; but one Day it ſhall find them out : All who 
hate it, it is their Condemnation; . but as many as 


| 

> MWobey it, and walk in it, ſhall not walk in Dark- 
e Ineſs, but have the Light of Life; yea all the Pro- 
s Wihets from Samuel, and thoſe that followed after, as 
r Mnany as have ſpoken, have likewiſe foretold of theſe 
„Days, ye are the Children of the Prophets, and of 
h 


the Covenant, which God made with our. Fathers; 
laying unto Abraham, And in thy Seed ſhall all the 
Kindreds ofsthe Earth be Bleſſed, unto you firſt, 
Wood having raiſed up his Son Jeſus, and ſent him to 

bleſs you, 1n turning away every one of you from his 
Iniquities, Ads 3. 24, 25, 26. The Light of Jeſus 

akes manifeſt Sin and Iniquity, and turns from the 


at- Warkneſs, to him who is the Light, I the Lord have 
do Walled thee in Righteouſneſs, and will hold thine 
iſt, Hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a Cove- 
18 


ant to the People, for a Light to the Gentiles, to 
pen the blind Eyes, to bring out the Priſoners from 
he Prifon, and them that fit in Darkneſs, out of 
he Pri ſon-houſe. This is he that brings Salvation 
nto Jews and Gentiles; who brings back the Cap- 
wity of the whole Seed of Abraham, to which the 


to the Meek, who is ſent to bind up the broken-heart- 
d, to proclaim Liberty to the Captives, Chriſt Je- 
us the Light, who is the Everlaſting Covenant, and 
Dath of God, is made a Prieſt forever, after the Or- 
er of Melchiſedeck, King of Salem, Prieſt of the 
oft High God, who met 4braham returning from 


hom alſo Abraham gave a tenth Part of all, firſt 
e being 


romiſe is; who is anointed to preach glad Tidings 


8 
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he Slaughter of the Kings, and bleſſed him; to 
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being by Interpretation, King of Righteouſneſs, and 


after that alſo, King of Salem, which is, King of 
Peace; without Father, without Mother, without 
Deſcent, having neither beginning of Days, nor end 
of Life; but made likeunto the Son of God, abideth 


a Prieſt continually, Heb. 7. 1, 2, 3. 


So all poor People, Jews and Gentiles, give over 
looking after your changeable Prieſts; for Chrift 


| Teſus the unchangeable is riſen to teach his People, | 
who is made a Prieſt with the Oath of God, which 


never can be revoked ; but ſtands for evermore ; for 
Fews and Gentiles, Barbarians, Scythians, Bond and 
Free, who hath taken down the Partition-Wall be. 
twixt us, and hath made of twain, one New Man, 


as the Apoſtle ſaith, that the Bleſſing of Abrahan, 


might come on the Gentiles, through Jefizs Chriſt, 
that we might receive the Promiſe of the Spirit 
through Faith: Now to Abraham and his Seed were 
the Promiſes made: He ſaith not to Seeds, as of 
many, but as of One, and to thy Seed which is Chriſt. 
And this I ſay, That the Covenant which was con- 


firmed before of God in Chriſt : The Law which was 


four Hundred and Thirty Years after cannot diſanul, 
that it ſhould make the Promiſe of none Effect, G4. 
2. 14, 16, 17. And this is the Seed which the Lord 


Hath promiſed, ſhall be known among the Gentiles, 


and their Off-ſpring among all People, and they 


that fee them, ſhall acknowledge them, that they 


are the Seed which God hath bleſſed: Therefore all 
People, as you deſire the Redemption of your Souls, 
turn to the Light of Jeſus Chriſt, which makes mani. 
feſt your evil Deeds, and the ſecret Thoughts of your 


Hearts, that they are vain. That is the Light, by 


which the Lord teacheth his People, by which all 
We Seed of Iſrael, Jews and Gentiles ſhall be ſaved 
s it is written, There ſhall come out of Si the De. 
liverer, and he ſhall turn away Ungodlineſs from 
Faceb: and this is my Covenant unto them, when 


I thall take away their Sins, Rom. 11. 26, 27. Sf 


do not deceive your Souls; no Covenant but whe 


14 

the Sin is taken away; they who are Strangers from 
the Life, are Aliens to the Covenant of the Promiſe. 
And where there is not the Circumciſion, which is 
of the Heart, and taking away, and renting the 
Vail; where this is not, there is no Seal of the Co- 
venant; and this ye ſhall eternally witneſs to be 
Truth. So all to the Light of Jeſus turn your 
Minds, and walk in his Light, that the Eyes of 
your Underſtandings may be enlightned, that you 
may know what is the Hope of his Calling, and 
what the Riches of the Glory of his Inheritance in 
the Saints 1s. | | 
And beware, I charge you in the Preſence of the 
Lord, of walking in the Vanities of your Minds, 
having your Underſtandings darkned ; being aliena- 
ted from the Life of God, through the Ignorance 
that 1s in you, becauſe of the Blindneſs of your 
Hearts, and ſo come to be paſt feeling, and ſo come 
to work all Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs: Therefore, 
as you love your Souls, turn to the Light of Jeſus, 
that ye may come to be learned and taught by him, 
who is the Redeemer of IJſrael, the Holy One, and to 
whom it is ſaid, Is it a light thing that thou ſhould'ſt 
be my Servant, to raiſe up the Tribes of Jacob, and 
to reſtore the preſerved of I/rae/- I will allo give 


thee for a Light to the Gentiles, that thou may'ſt 


be my Salvation to the Ends of the Earth. Thus 
ſaith the Lord, In an acceptable time have I heard 
thee, and I will preſerve thee, and give thee for 2 
Covenant of the People, to eſtabliſh the Earth, to 


| cauſe to inherit the deſolate Heritages, that thou 


may ſt ſay to the Priſoners, Go forth; and to them 
that fit in Darkneſs, Shew your ſelves. This 1s ful- 
filled in this our Day, and his Light is riſen, which 
{hall bring Salvation to the ends of the Earth, and all 
the Nations that are ſaved ſhall walk in this Light, 


which faith to the Priſoner, Go forth, and to him 


that hath long ſitten in Darkneſs, Shew thy felt, 
they ſhall not hunger or thirſt any more; for he 
that hath mercy on them, ſhall lead them, by the 
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Springs of Water ſhall he guide them, they ſhall 
come from far, from the North, and from the Weſt; 
for God hath comforted his People, and will have 
mercy upon his Afflicted, Glory and Praiſe be unto 


him for ever. 5 

Therefore all People, to the Law and to the Te. 
imony written in your Hearts, turn your Minds, 
that ſo you may come to know the Revelation of 
Jeſus, which is a Myſtery, which in other Ages was 
not revealed to the Sons of Men, as it 1s now re- 
vealed by his Spirit; that the Gentiles ſhould be 
Fellow-heirs, and of the ſame Body, and Partakers 
of his Promiſe, according to the Eternal Purpoſe, 
which he purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord before 
the World began: For the outward Law, which was 
written in Tables of Stone, which was to the Jews 
only, is changed; and the Circumciſion which was 
outward, and the Sabbath which was outward, and 
the Prieſts which were outward, and the Temple 
which was outward ; theſe were Figures, Types and 
Shadows of him, who was to come; the Body and 


Subſtance of theſe is Chriſt Jeſus, who comes to ful- 


fil the Law, and 1s the end of the Law for Righte- 
ouſneſs; who waſheth, and cleanſeth, and purgeth 
by his Blood, all that come unto the Father by 
bim: For Chriſt is not entred into the Holy Places 

made with Hands, which are the Figures of the true, 
but into Heaven-it ſelf, to appear in the Preſence 
of God for us. For if the Blood of Bulls and Goats, 
and the Aſhes of an Heifer, ſprinkling the unclean, 


ſanctifieth; how much more ſhall the Blood of I“ 


Chriſt, who through the Eternal Spirit, oftered him- 
ſelf without Spot unto God, purge your Conſciences 
from dead Works to ſerve the living God : For this 
cauſe 1s he the Mediator of the New Teſtament, that 
by means of Death, for the Redemption of the Tranſ- 
greſſors that were under the firſt Teſtament, they 
which are called might receive the Promiſe of the 
Eternal Inheritance; for there is no reſpect of Per- 
ſons with God: For Circumciſion verily n if 

thou 
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thou keep'ſt the Law; but if thou art a Breaker of 
the Law, thy Circumciſion is made Uncircumciſion. 
Therefore if he who is not of the Circumciſion, as 


the Jew is outwardly, if he keep the Law, by keep- 
ing of the Law, he judgeth thee who art of the Law, 


by the Letter outwardly : For he 1s not a Jew which 


is one outwardly, neither is that Circumciſion which 
is outward in the Fleſh ; but he is a Jew which is 
one inwardly, and Circumciſion 1s that of the Heart, 
in the Spirit, and not in the Letter, whoſe Praiſe is 
not of Men, but of God. And ſo the Law, which 
is according to the Letter without, which is a Car- 
nal Commandment ; and the Prieſthood which is 
without, and the Sacrifices, Offerings, and outward 
Waſhings; theſe hath he aboliſhed and taken away : 
Blotting out the Hand-writing of Ordinances, which 
were againſt us, and took it out of the way, nailing 
it to his Croſs. Let no Man theiefore judge you, 
in reſpect of a New Moon, or of the Sabbath Days, 
which are a Shadow of things to come; but the Bo- 
dy 1s Chriſt, who 1s the Light, which 1s riſen in 
the Conſcience, which purgeth and cleanſeth the 
Conſcience, by his Spirit, from dead Works, to ſerve 
the Living God; and this they who had the out- 
ward Law did not know, as Stephen witneſſed unto 
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ſes, which ſaid unto the Children of J/rael, A Pro- 
phet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up unto you, of 
your Brethren, him ſhall you hear; this is He, who 
was 1n the Church in the Wilderneſs with the An- 
gel, who ſpake to him in Mount $7247, Ads 7.37, 38. 
o this is he who ſpoke to them in Mount Sinai, 
whom they would not obey, but thruſt him from 
them, and in their Hearts turned back again into 
gt; ſaying unto Aaron, Make us Gods; and fo 
hey made a Calf, and forfook the living God; and 
o God turned from them, and they worthipped the 
Hoſt of Heaven. And Stephen ſpoke plainly to 
bem, who were of the Jews outwardly, who had 
he Law outward, the Circumciſion n _ 
| N | rieſts, 


them, whom they ſtoned to Death: This is that Ao.. 


Prieſts, Temple, Sabbaths and Sacrifices outward; 


and ſaid, Ye ſtiff-necked and uncircumciſed in Heart 


and Ears, ye do always reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt, as 


your Fathers did, ſo do ye: Which of the Prophets 
have not your Fathers perſecuted? and they have 


Nin them, which ſhewed before the coming of the 
Juſt One, of whom ye have now been the Betrayers 


and Murtherers, who have received the Law by the 
diſpoſition of Angels, and have not kept it; and fo 


theſe are they that had the outward Law, which | 


was given to them by the diſpoſition of the Angels, 


but did not live in the Life of it; and fo did lay, 


and were Betrayers of the Juſt One, who came to 
fulfil the Law; and ſo when Stephen ſpoke theſe 
words to them, they gnaſhed upon him with their 
Teeth, and took up Stones and ſtoned him. And 


ſo all that come to witneſs the Life and Subſtance 


of the Law and Prophets, Chriſt Jeſus the Corner- 


Stone, comes to be perſecuted by them, who know 
not the Law; for the Apoſtle ſaith, Know ye not, 


Brethren, for I ſpeak to them which know the 


Law, how that the Law hath dominion over a Man 
ſo long as he liveth; but this they know not, who 


are alive without the Law: And as many as Sin 
without the Law, ſhall periſh without the Law ; for 
the Apoſtle ſaith, I was once alive without the Lau, 


but when the Commandment came, Sin revived, and 


T died; but this is a Myſtery to the Lawleſs and 
Diſobedient, for whom the Law is. And the Lay 
was added becauſe of the Tranfgreſhon, until the 


Seed came; he that can receive it, let him. But 
now faith the Apoſtle, we are delivered from the 


Law, that being dead wherein we were held, that 
we ſhould ſerve in newneſs of Spirit, and not in 


in the oldneſs of the Letter: But to the Letter-men, 


who are only Miniſters of the Letter, this is a My: 
ſtery, who neither know the Life of the Law, no! 
the Goſpel, but are got into the Seat of the Scribe 
and Phariſees, who had the Law and the Prophet 
outwardly read every Sabbath-day, yet did not know 


the 
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the Life of Moſes, who writ of Chriſt, and ſaid, 
A Prophet would the Lord raiſe like unto me, 
who ſpoke to God face to face, and the Prophets 
propheſied of Chriſt, of the coming of the Juſt One, 
and of his Sufferings, how he ſhould be led as a 
Sheep to the Slaughter, and how he ſhould be as a 
Lamb dumb before his Shearers; and though they 
read this without them, yet when it came to be 
fulfilled, they were ſo blind, they did not ſee it, 
and fo crucified the Lord of Life. But now the 
Beaſt is got into another colour, and now his Mini- 
ſters have gotten the Words of Chriſt, and of his 
Apoſtles, and they take theſe Words, and are gotten 
into the Seat of the Phariſees, which Chriſt found 
them in, when he came and cryed VV againſt them; 
and here they fit deck'd with Chriſt's Words, and the 
Apoſtle's Words, and the Saints Words; and with theſe 
they go deceiving poor People, and making Merchan- 
diſe of their Souls, ſpeaking things they ought not for 
filthy Lucre, who ſerve not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


but their own Bellies, and betray and murther poor 


Souls, and do all that in them lie, and ſpend all their 
ſtrength, againſt the Truth of God, which 1s now riſen 
in this his Day in Life and Power, which makes them 
clearly manifeſt to be Antichriſts, falſe Prophets, and 
Deceivers, who are gone into the World, which John 
ſpake of: And now the Light is riſen, and they are 
manifeſted, Glory and Praiſes be unto the Lord for 
ever, who 1s gathering his Flock, which were ſcat- 
tered, from their Mouths : For thus ſaith the Lord, 
I will both ſearch my Sheep, and ſeek them out, I 


vidi feed them in a . wy Paſture, and they ſhall lie 
; 0 


down in a good Fold; and Iwill ſet one Shepherd 
over them, and they ſhall be no more a Prey to the 
Heathen, neither ſhall the Beaſts of the Field devour 
them any more. WO to the Shepherds, ſaith the 
Lord, that have fed themſelves, and not the Flock, 
that feed with the Fat, and are clothed with the 
Wool: The Lord is coming to be avenged of them, 
the Light is riſen, which makes them manifeſt to 
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be the falſe Prophets and the Antichriſts ; they 
_ ſeemingly were all true Prophets, till the Light 


came, which made them manifeſt by their Fruits, 
while they were clothed in the Sheeps Clothing, the 
Saints Words, and Chriſt's Words, painted Sepul- 


chres, beautiful without: But now that the true 
Prophet, Chriſt Jeſus is riſen, whom Mo/es ſaid the 


Lord would raiſe; now they appear to be the falſe 
Prophets indeed, which Chriſt bad beware of, who 
come in Sheeps Clothing, but inwardly are Raven- 
ing Wolves; by their Fruits we know them, who 


Faith, Lo here, and Lo there; but Chriſt ſaith, Be- 


Heve them not: All their Practice and Labour 1s to 


oppoſe and perſecute the Truth of God, as it 1s in 


Jeſus, now made manifeſt in has Saints; they deny 
and oppoſe the Light, when all the Miniſters of 
God, which ever taught for God, turned People 
from the Darkneſs to the Light, and from the Power 


of Satan unto God; and they do what they can to 
turn from the Light, and to keep People in Dark- 


neſs: And ſo here they ſtand to keep People from 


the firſt Principle, that leads to God; for the Light 


is the firſt Principle of pure Religion, and undefi led 
before God; and ſome of them denies the Light, aff 


ſome calls it Natural; and ſo they deny Chriſt je- 


ſus, who is given a Covenant of Light, which is the 
true Light, which hath enlightned every Man that 
cometh into the World: He was in the World, and 
the World was made by him, and the World knew him 


not. And ſo theſe Antichriſts and Deceivers, which 


are entred into the World, know him not, who hath 
faid, I am the Door of the Sheep, all that ever came 
before me are Thieves and Robbers: I am the Door, 
by me if any Man enter in, he ſhall be ſaved, and ſhall 
go in and out, and find Paſture. But Theſe Thieves and 
Robbers, who are Hirelings, who come not but for to 


ſteal, and to kill, and to deſtroy, (as Chriſt ſaith) they 


keep from the Door; and deny that by which every 


one enters, who are ſaved, the Light, Chriſt Feſus, who 


is the Corner-Stone, and Rock, upon which the whole 


Church 
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Church is built; this they deny to be ſufficient to 


teach Salvation; they deny the New Covenant, the 


Law written in the Heart, and call Obedience to the 
Light and Law of God, a Covenant of Works: And 


ſo they would have the Law and the Prophets, 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles to talk of, and ſteal their 
Words, and never look to come into the Life and. 
Condition they were in; and ſo they deny Revela- 


tion, and the Spirit's Teaching, and would ſteal 


that which the Prophets, Chriſt, and the Apoſtles 
writ, and make it their own; and ſo they go about 

to make poor People believe, who are ignorant of 
God, and all Truth, that they can ſerve God with 
their ſtollen ſtuff, who is a God of Truth, and a 
jealous God, a Juſt and a Righteous God, who ren- 
ders unto every one according to their Deeds; and 
that they ſhall know one Day, when they have 
filled up the meaſure of their Fathers, that upon 
them may come all the Righteous Blood, which 
hath been ſhed from Abel. And ſo they go on, and 
preach up Sin, that none can be free from Sin, ſo 
long: as they are upon Earth, and impoſſibility of 
Perfection; and ſo they get the Apoſtles and Chriſt's 
Words, and quite deny that which they ſpoke for, 
preached and prayed for, and laboured for, which 


was to preſent every Man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus. 


And ſo all poor People, as ever ye deſire to know 
the living God, and the living Truth, as it is in Je- 
ſus, or as ever ye look for the Redemption of your 
Souls, turn from theſe Deceivers, and turn to the 
Light of Jeſus, which lets you ſee the Deceit of your 
Hearts: This is that by which all that ever knew _ 
God was guided, by the pure and perfect Law of 
God, which is written in the Heart. David ſaith, 
Bleſſed is the Man whom thou chaſteneſt, O Lord, 
and teacheſt out of thy Law; and the Apoſtle ſaith, 
I delight in the Law of God after the inward Man. 
And ſo all to mind the pure Law of God, which 
endures till all be fulfilled ; for the Law is holy, 
the Commandment is holy, juſt, and good. For 
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what the Law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the Fleſh, God ſending his own Son in the 
likeneſs of Sinful Fleſh; and for Sin condemned Sin 
in the Fleſh, that the Righteouſneſs of the Law 


might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the 
Fleſh, but after the Spirit: And ſo as ye walk in 


the Light, and in the Law of God in the inward 
Man, ye will ſee and know what the fulfilling of 
the Law of God is; and then ye will ſee what the 
Apoſtle ſaid, But now the Righteouſneſs of God 


without the Law is manifeſted, being witneſſed by 


the Law and the Prophets, Rom. 3.21. So as you 
are guided by the Eternal Light and Spirit, you 


-will know the Law of the Spirit of Life, which 


makes free from the Law of Sin and Death; and as 
ye dwell in the Light of Jeſus Chriſt, which 1s one 
in all, then will you come to know and ſee, that 
both Jews and Gentiles are all under Sin; as it is 
written, There 1s none righteous, no not one, there 
is none that underſtandeth, there is none that ſeek- 
eth after God, they are all gone out of the way, 


they are altogether become unprofitable, there is 


none that doth good, no not one. For they, which 
were the Jews outwardly, being ignorant of God's 
Righteouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh their 
own Righteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted themſelves 
to the Righteouſneſs of God: But Chriſt is the end 
of the Law for Righteouſneſs to every one that be- 
Heveth; and the Righteouſneſs, which 1s of Faith, 
ſpeaketh on this wiſe, Say not in thine Heart, who 
Mall aſcend into Heaven? that is, to bring down 
Chriſt from above; or who ſhall deſcend into the 
Deep? that is, to bring up Chriſt again from the 
Dead: But what ſaith it? The Word is nigh thee, 


in thy Heart, and in thy Mouth, and that is the 


Word of Faith which we preach: For if thou ſhalt 
confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt 


believe in thy Heart, that God raiſed him from the 


Dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved , for with the Heart Man 
believeth unto Righteouſneſs, and with the Mouth 
| | Confeſſion 
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Confeſſion is made unto Salvation: For there is no 
difference between the Jew and the Greek, for the 
ſame Lord over all, is rich unto all that call upon 


him ; and whoſoever ſhall call upon the Lord, ſhall 
be ſaved. Therefore be not Hearers of the Word, 


but Doers of the Word; lay aſide all Filthineſs and 
Superfluity of Naughtineſs, and receive with Meek- 


neſs the Ingrafted Word, which 1s able to ſave your 
Souls: Whoſoever looketh into the perfect Law of 
Liberty, and continueth therein, 'he being not a 
forgetful Hearer, but a Doer of the Work, this Man 
ſhall be bleſſed in his Deed : If you fulfil the Royal 
Law, according to the Scriptures, Thou ſhalt love 
thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, you do well; but if you 
reſpect Perſons, ye commit Sin, and are convinced 
of the Law as Tranſgreſſors: So ſpeak ye, and ſo 
do, as they that ſhall be judged by the Law of Li- 

berty, James 2. And ſo all who are taught by the 
eternal pure meaſure of God's Spirit, are guided by 
the pure Law; for the Apoſtle ſaith, I had not 
known Sin, but by the Law; for I had not known 
Luſt, except the Law had ſaid, thou ſhalt not covet. 
So all the Children of the Lord are taught of the 
Lord, and in Righteouſneſs are they eſtabliſhed, 
and they are far from Oppreſſion: By the Law and 
by the Teſtimony are they taught ; and who are 
taught of the Lord, they know the Lord to be their 
King and Law-giver ; and Chriſt Jeſus, who is given 
for a Covenant of Light for Jews and for Gentiles, to 
be the Vay, the Truth, and the Life, who hath ſaid, 


| There is none that cometh to the Father but by 


me; the Light of Jeſus Chriſt is the Leader, Teacher | 
and Guider of all that come to the Father. The 


Scripture hath concluded all under Sin, that the 


Promiſe, by the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, might be given 


| to them that beheve. : 


So turn to the Light, believe in the Light, and 
wait in the Light, to receive the Promiſe; for there 
is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither Bond nor 
Free, there is neither Male nor Female, that doth 
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believe in the Light, and walk in the Light, and is 
obedient to the Light ; but they are all one in Chriſt 


Jeſus; and if they be Chriſt's, and walk in the Light 


of Chriſt, and dwell in the Light of Chriſt, then 
are they Abraham's Seed, and Heirs according to the 
Promiſe; and the Scripture foreſeeing, that God 
would juſtifie the Heathen through Faith, preached 


before the Goſpel unto A4braham, ſaying, In thee 


ſhall all Nations be blefled, Ga/.3.8. And the Lord 
ſaid, Shall I hide from 4braham the thing that I 
do? ſeeing that 4braham ſhall become a great 
and a mighty Nation, and all the Nations of the 


Earth ſhall be bleſſed in him, Gen. 48, 18. This is 


the Everlaſting Goſpel, and Promiſe of God to all 
Generations that do believe; for all that be of Faith, 
are bleſſed with faithful 4braham. So wait all in 


the Light, to know the Law of God, which is juſt 


and pure, which was added becauſe of Tranſgreſſion, 


until the Seed ſhould come, to whom the Promiſe 
was made, which was ordained by Angels in the 


Hand of a Mediator: Now a Mediator is not a Me- 


diator of one, but God is one. He that hath an Eye 
may ſee; and where the Eye 1s open, there all ſees, 
Eye to Eye, when the Lord brings again Sion; and 


the Light of the Body is the Eye, and if the Eye 


be ſingle, the whole Body is full of Light; and 
as ye walk in the Light, and wait in the Light, 
and abide in the Light, this ye will read and under- 
ſtand. Jeſus ſaid unto them, I am the Light of the 
World, he that follows me, thall not walk in Dark- 
neſs, but ſhall have the Light of Life; and as ye 


walk in the Light, ye follow the Lamb, who is the iſ 


Light of the holy City; and as ye dwell and abide 


in the Light, ye will come to ſee concerning the 


two Sons which 4braham had, one by a Bond-woman, 
and another by a Free-woman, which the Apoſtle 
faith is an Allegory: For theſe are the two Cove- 
nants, ſaith he, one from Mount Sizai, which gen- 
dereth to Bondage, which is Hagar, and anſwereth 
to Feraſalem which now is, and is in Bondage with 
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her Children: But Feruſalem, which is from above, 
is free, which is the Mother of us all; for it is writ- 
ten, Rejoyce thou Barren that beareſt not: But this 
is a Myſtery to all dark unclean Spirits. Read 
Tfaiah 54. Chriſt Jeſis ſaith, While ye have the 
Light, believe in the Light, that ye may be the 
Children of the Light: Walk while ye have the 
Light, leſt Darkneſs come upon you; for he that 
walks in Darkneſs, knows not whether he goes: And 
out of the Light, (the Way, Chriſt Jeſus) are both 
Jews and Gentiles. But the Light of the Glorious 
Goſpel is riſen, and the Deſire of all Nations is 
come, who will ſhake all Nations, and who will 
fill his Houſe with Glory ; the Glory of this latter 
Houſe ſhall be greater than the former, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts; and in this place will I give Peace, 
faith the Lord of Hoſts, according to the Word that 


I covenanted with you, when ye came out of Egypt; 


ſo my Spirit remains among you: For thus faith 
the Lord, Yet once, it is a little while, and I will 
ſhake the Heavens and the Earth, and the Sea and 
the dry Land : Therefore rejoyce greatly, O Daughter 
of Sion] ſhout, O Daughter of Feruſalem ! Behold, 
thy King cometh unto thee ; he is juſt, having Sal- 
vation; lowly, and riding upon an Aſs, and upon a 
Colt, the Foal of an Aſs. And I will cut off the 
Chariot from Ephraim, and the Horſe from Feruſa- 
lem, and the Battle-Bow ſhall be cut off, and he 
ſhall ſpeak Peace unto the Heathen, and his Domi- 
nion ſhall be from Sea to Sea, and from the River 
even to the Ends of the Earth: As for thee alſo, b 


| by the Blood of thy Covenant, I have ſent fort 


thy Priſoners out of the Pit, wherein is no Water; 


turn ye to the Strong Hold, ye Priſoners of Hope; 


even to day do I declare unto you, that I will ren- 


der double unto thee, Zech. 9.11. 


Therefore this is the Day of your Viſitation, ye 
Priſoners, who are in the Pit that is without Wa- 
ter: Turn to the Strong Hold, the Rock, Chriſt Je- 
ſus the Light; that he may ſay to the Priſoner, Go 
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forth, and to him that ſits in Darkneſs, Shew thy 
ſelf; and by no other Way nor Name under Heaven 
ſhall ye ever know the Reſurrection unto Life, but 
by Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Light, the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life; who hath ſaid, I am the Re- 
ſurrection, and the Life; he that believeth on me, 
though he were dead, yet ſhall he live. So as ye 
deſire the Life of your Souls, the Reſurrection of the 
Priſoner, which lies in the Pit, which is without 
Water; turn to the Light, and hearken diligently 
to the Word which is nigh in the Heart; incline 
your Ears, that your Souls may live: For the Lord 
hath ſaid, IT will make an Everlaſting Covenant with 


you, even the ſure Mercies of David. Behold, 1 
1 


ave given him for a Witneſs to the People, a Lea- 
der and a Commander. This is he who leadeth Jo- 
ſepb like a Flock, who was dead, but is alive, whoſe 
Name is called the Word of God. And Faith comes 
by Hearing, and Hearing by the Word of God; and 


there's none can hear without this Preacher, which 


is ſent, who 1s anointed to preach Glad Tidings to 
the Poor, Liberty to the Captives, who is the 
Preacher of Righteouſneſs, who preacheth to the 
Spirits in Priſon; who opens the Priſon-door, and 
brings the Priſoner forth of the.Priſon-houſe ; Glo- 
ry and Praiſe be unto him for ever! this is witneſſed, 
and fulfilled, to his Everlaſting Praiſe and Glory: 
He, who is the Everlaſting Prieſt, is witneſſed, who 
| bath by one Offering perfected for ever them that 
are ſanctified, whereof alſo the Holy Ghoſt is a Wit- 
neſs to us; the Holy Ghoſt ſanctifieth, Chriſt Jeſus 
the Everlaſting Offering perfe&s them that are ſan- 
Elitied ; the Blood of the Covenant ſanctifieth; where- 
fore Jeſus alſo, that he might ſanctifie the People 
with his own Blood, ſuffered without the Gate, Heb. 
13. 12. So all People, turn to the meaſure of the 
Light, which makes manifeſt Sin; and if ye walk 
in the Light, as he is in the Light, the Blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all Sin; and here is the 


Fellowſhip one with another. The Apoſtle, ſpeaking 
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will ariſe in your Hearts: And this you ſhall ſee 
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of thoſe that ſhould not inherit the Kingdom of 
God, he ſaith to the Corinthians, Such were ſome of 
you; but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanctified, but 
ye are juſtified, in the Name of our Lord Jeſus, and 
by the Spirit of our God, 1 Cor. 6. 11. So to the 
pure Light, all be obedient : For Peter writ to the 
Elect, according to the Foreknowledge of God the 
Father, through the Sanctification of the Spirit, un- 
to Obedience, and ſprinkling of the Blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt, 1 Per. 1. 2. This is that by which all are 
ſanctified, Jews and Gentiles, all that come to God 
by him, are ſanctified by his Blood; who of God is 
made unto us Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctification 
and Redemption, This is the Covenant that I wall 
make with them, after thoſe Days, ſaith the Lord, 
I will pat my Law in their Hearts, and in their 


Minds will I write them; and their Sins and Ini- 


quities will I remember no more. Now, where the 
Remiſſion of theſe is, there is no niore offering for 
Sin, Heb. 10. 18. So all in the Light dwell, which 
is given to the Gentiles, and for a Covenant to the 


People, and for the opening of the blind Eyes; for 


this is the Will of God, even your Sanctification; 
and the Apoſtle gave Thanks unto God, who had 
choſen them unto Salvation, through the Sanctifica- 
tion of the Spirit, and Belief of the Truth, Thef.. 2. 
13. Therefore all wait in the Light, and wait 
upon the Lord, and ſtand faſt in your Meaſures, 
that you may ſanctifie the Lord in your Hearts, and 
be ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus, who hath by one Of- 
tering perfected for ever them that are ſanctified, 


| and none elſe. Therefore do not deceive your Souls, 


for Chriſt was once offered to bear the Sins of ma- 
ny; and unto them that look for him, ſhall he ap- 
pear the ſecond time without Sin unto Salvation. 
So all wait in the Light for his appearing ; and un- 
to you that look for him, and wait for him in the 
Light, you ſhall ſee him appear the ſecond time 
without Sin ; and as the Day dawns, the Day-Star 


and 


\- 
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and know, if you be faithful, and wait in the Light; 

and whether you hear, or forbear, you ſhall eternal- 

ly witneſs this to be Truth. 


—_ 6 


An Epiſtle to go amongſt thoſe whoſe Deſires are after 
Truth, as it i in Feſus, where-ever they are ſcat- 
tered throughout the Nations: 


Grace and Peace be multiplied unto you. 
{ i you, whoſe Deſires are after the true and 


living God, who 1s the God of the Jews and 
of the Gentiles, which 1s now manifeſted in this 


his Day of Grace, which hath appeared to all Men, 


which brings Salvation; the Light of Jeſus Chriſt, 
who 1s the Light of the World, and enlightneth 
every one that cometh into the World; in him 1s 
Life, and this Life 1s the Light of Men; which 
Light is now ſhining in the Conſciences of Men, the 
living God, whoſe Appearance was vailed formerly 
under Types, Shadows, Figures, Carnal Command- 
ments, outward Waſhings, outward Sabbaths, out- 
ward Circumciſion, and outward Sacrifices. Now 
is the Life and Subſtance of theſe ariſen, Chriſt Je- 
ſus, the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs, the Son 
of Man, the Lord of the Sabbath, the Light which 
Mines in the Conſcience, which waſheth, and cleanſ- 
eth, and circumciſeth the Heart: Who walk in the 


Light, as he is in the Light, the Blood of Jeſus 


Chriſt cleanſerh from all Sin; and here is the Fel- 
lowſhip one with another, who walks in the Light. 
And ſo this is the Goſpel, which is the Power of 
God unto Salvation, to all that believe; which Gol- 
pel brings Glad Tidings to the Poor, Liberty to the 
Captive, preacheth to the Spirits in Priſon, Chriſt 
Jeſus, who hath once ſuffered for Sin, the Juſt for 
the Unjuſt, that he might bring us unto God, being 


put to Death in the Fleth, but quickned in the Spirit, 


is now Preaching to the Spirits in Priſon, which 
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the Diſobedient knew not in Noah's time, while the 
Ark was preparing, they did not know the Long- 
ſuffering of God, who waited for their Repentance, 
and ſo were deſtroyed by the Flood. 2 

Now the Lord God, who in times paſt, and in 
divers manners, ſpake unto the Fathers by the Pro- 
phets, hath in theſe laſt times ſpoken unto us by 
his Son, whom he hath appointed Heir of all things, 
by whom alſo he made the Worlds; he who was 
in the beginning (the Word) which was with God; 
which, as faith the Apoſtle, was in the World, 
and the World was made by him, and the World 
knew him not; he came unto his own, and his 
own received him not : They who had the Law and 
the Prophets, and Moſes that ſpake of him, and 
propheſied of him, yet they knew him not. But 
now he who died, to. put an End to the Types and 
Shadows, is alive, whoſe Name is called the Word 
of God, who lives for evermore ; which Word Mo- 


ſes taught Jrael, that it was nigh, in the Heart, 
and in the Mouth; and that they need not aſcend 
into Heaven, neither deſcend into the Earth, neither 


go beyond the Sea; but, ſaith he, It is very nigh 
thee, in thy Mouth, and in thy Heart; and the A- 


poſtle taught the Romans, that the Righteouſneſs of 


Faith ſpeaketh on this wiſe, The Word is nigh, in 
thy Heart, and in thy Mouth : And this 1s he by 


whom the World was made, whoſe Light is now a- 
riſen in the Conſcience of the inward Man; and 


faith the Apoſtle, Through Faith we underſtand that 
the Worlds were created, by the Word of God, that 


the things which are ſeen were not made of things 
which did appear; but by the inviſible and eternal 


Word all things were made, and he upholds all by his 

Word and Power. e 7 
So now, dear Hearts, as you love and tender your 
own Souls, hearken and turn your Minds to this 
Light, which comes from the Word, which ſhines 
in the Conſciences; this is your Eye: The Light of 
the Body is the Eye, and if the Eye be * 
— whole 


RE . 
whole Body is full of Light; this Eye, which is in- 
viſible and eternal, ſees God, who is an inviſible 
God, to whom no Mortal Eye can approach; God 
1s the Father of Lights, the Father of Spirits, with 
whom there is no Variableneſs, neither Shadow of 
Turning: And the Light comes from God; for God 
is Light, and in him 1s no Darkneſs at all ; and he 
who is the Father of Light, draws by his Light: 
Chriſt Jeſus, who is the Life, ſaith, None cometh 
unto me, but whom my Father draweth ; and he 
faith, None knoweth the Son but the Father, nei- 
ther knows any Man the Father ſave the Son, and 
he to whom the Son reveals him; which Son is the 
Life and the Word, which is nigh in the Heart: 
And by. no other Way nor Name under Heaven ſhall 
ever any know the living God, and the living Truth 
as it is in jeſus, but by this Way, which is the Light, 
which ſhines in a dark Place, and the Darkneſs can- 
not comprehend the Light; and the Light makes 
manifeſt Darkneſs. And this is more ſure, which is 
2 Voice within, which calls, This is the Way, walk 
in it; than that which Peter heard in the Mount, 
which was an outward Voice, which they heard 
in the Viſion and Transfiguration, which ſaid, This 
is my beloved Son, hear him. - 

And ſo now he is offer'd up; and now fince that 
he is offered up, put to Death in the Fleſh, and 
quickned in the Spirit; and now is he riſing, 2 
Light ſhining in a dark Place, as a Day-Star in the 
Heart; and the Light is ſhining in the dark Place, 
where Darkneſs cannot comprehend the Light. And 


fo all now, who teach for the Living God, in this 


his Day of his Glorious Appearance in the Spirit, 
turn People from the Darkneſs to the Light, as the 
Apoſtles did, and from the Power of Satan unto 


God; who is made manifeſt in the Light; all that 


love the Light, bring their Deeds to the Light, that 
the Light may prove them, whether they be wrought 


| In God; the Works that God works, he works in thei 


Light; and the Manifeſtations of God are in the 
8 8 Light, 


. 
Light, and in the Spirit: God is a Spirit, and he is 
worſhipped in Spirit; and all his Miniſters, are Mi- 
niſters of the Spirit, and not of the Letter. . 
So all dear Hearts, turn your Minds to the Mea- 
ſure of the Grace of God, which he hath given you 
to profit withal; the Light which comes from Jeſus, 
which is not of this World, but bears witneſs againſt 
the World, that the Deeds thereof are evil: And 
e this is the Condemnation of the World, that Light 
i- W is come into the World; and the World is ſet in 
d. Man's Heart, Fccleſ. 3. 5, 11. He hath made every 
je thing Beautiful in its time; alſo he hath ſet the 
t: World in their Heart, fo that no Man can find out 
the Works that God made, from the beginning to 
ch the end; and Men love Darkneſs rather than Light, 
t, becauſe their Deeds are evil; but he that doth Truth, 
n- comes to the Light to be proved and tryed. And 
es ſo now this is a Myſtery which hath been hid from 
is Ages and Generations, but is revealed unto us: Glory 
Ik and Praiſes be to the living Powerful God for ever. 
it, And fo give over looking outwardly, for Teaching 
rd without you, and theſe you call Ordinances without 
nis you; but know the Ordinance of God, which is 
Chriſt Feſus, who 1s given a Covenant to his People, 
1at I for a Light to the Gentiles, that he may bring Sal- 
nd vation to the ends of the Earth: This is he, who is 
2 © ordained of God to bring Deliverance unto Sion, and 
the to ranſom and redeem the captivated Seed of the 
ce, ¶ Jeus and Gentiles, and to gather together into one, 
nd which is his Light and Life, which is one in all; 1 
his and this takes away the Partition Wall, and makes — 
rit, of twain one new Man in Chriſt Jeſus; and blots out 9 
the the Hand-writing of Ordinances, which is outward, 
nto and the Law of Commandments, taking them out 
hat of the way, and nailing them to his Croſs; thoſe 
hat were but a Shadow of things to come, but the Body 
ght is Chriſt (faith the Apoſtle) who is the Light which 
the ſhines in the Conſcience, which waſheth, and purg- 
the eth, and cleanſeth the Conſcience from dead Works, 
zht, to ſerve the living God: And this is he who is the 
„„ | ever- 
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everlaſting Prieſt, and to whom God hath ſaid, Thou 
art my Son, to day have I begotten thee; as he ſaid 
alſo in another Place, Thou art a Prieſt for ever, af. 
ter the Order of Melchiſedeck, who in the Days of 
his Fleſh, when he had offered up Prayers and Sup- 
plications, with ftrong Cries and Tears, unto him 
that was able to ſave him from Death, and was 
heard in that he feared ; though he were a Son, yet 
learned he Obedience by the things which he ſuffer- 
ed; and being made perfect, he became the Author 
of Eternal Salvation unto all that obey. 

And ſo now, dear Hearts, here is your Way, 
through the Obedience of the Light which ſhines in 
your Conſciences, which will guide you and lead 
you up to God, and make manifeſt whatſoever is 
contrary to it, and condemn Sin in the Fleſh : This 
is of him, and comes from him, who hath left an 
Example unto all thoſe that follow him; they muſt 
follow his Steps through Obedience, and through 
Sufferings, as he hath done who hath gone before, 
who is the Captain of our Salvation, who 1s made 
perfect through Suffering: And ſo there is no Per- 
fection, but through Suffering, through Troubles, 
and through Tryals; which the Saints come to wit- 
neſs, whoſe Garments are waſhed, and made white 
by the Blood of the Lamb. And fo War with the 
Dragon, the Beaſt, and the falſe Prophet there muſt 
be; but who loves not their Lives unto Death, hall 
overcome by the Blood of the Lamb, and the Word 
of his Teſtimony ; for the Lamb ſhall have the Vi- 
ctory, who is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords; 
and they that are with him, are called Faithful 
and Choſen. And ſo dear Hearts, be faithful to 
your Meaſures of the Light, which ſhines in you! 
Conſciences, which comes from the Lamb ; for al 
the Nations which are ſaved walk in his Light; 
for the Lord God and the Lamb is the Light d 
the Holy City, the New Fer/a/em, which is from 
above, the Mother of us all, | fr 
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> And ſo as you deſire to be Free-born of this City, 


and Fellow-Citizens with us, built upon the Foun- 


dation of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Chriſt Feſus 
being the Head Corner-Stone ; and as you deſire to 
be no more Foreigners nor Aliens from the Common- 
wealth of I/rael, and Strangers from the Covenant 
of Promiſe ; and as you deſire to come into the Fel- 
lowſhip, which is a Myſtery, which the Apoſtle re- 
joyced 1n, that he ſhould make known the Myſtery 
of the Fellowſhip; This Fellowſhip is in the Light, 
and in the Life; and they who are Strangers to the 
Life, are not in the Fellowſhip ; they who walk not 
in the Light, are not in the Unity of the Spirit, 
nor in the Bond of Peace; they who are not faith- 
ful to their Meaſure of God, and dwells in the 
Meaſure, which leads to the General Aſſembly 
of the Firſt-Born; they that dwell not, nor abide 
in this Meaſure, let them profeſs what they will 
from an outward Form, or a Profeſhon, but the 
Church which is in God, the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, they know not, which the Apoſtle 
writ to. | 5 
And fo, dear Hearts, that you may come to know 
your Habitation and Dwelling to be in the Lord; 
dwell in his Light, and be faithful to the Leading, 
Teaching, and Guiding of the Lord, who is now 
teaching his People himſelf; and all the Chil- . 
dren of the Lord are taught of the Lord, and in 
Righteouſneſs are they eſtabliſhed, and are far 
from Oppreſſion; but as the Mind is kept unto 
that Meaſure of God, which brings out of Op- 
preſſion, and brings from under the Bondage of 
Corruption, and from under the Power of Satan, 
and unto the Power of God, who dwells in the 
Light, and abides in the Light, as many as re- 
ceives him, to them he gives Power to become the 
Sons of God; and the Day of his Power is mani- 
teſted, Glory and Praiſe be to him for ever! in 
which he makes all his People willing to give up 
freely, to be guided and taught of him, who 3 1 — 


EE, ab 
God at hand; and as the Apoſtle ſaid to the Athe- 
nians, who worſhipped an unknown God; ſo this 
God, who is a Spirit, is unknown to all outward 
Worſhips, and to all Profeſſions that are outward; 
to all you Athenians that are outward, and to all 
you Churches and Forms that are outward, though 
they be never ſo like the Truth, yet if you be not 
guided by the Light, and dwell in the Light, and 
taught with the Light, by which the Lord God 
teacheth his People, you ſhall never know the living 

God; but you hold the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs, 
ſo long as your Minds are not guided by the pure 

Light in your Conſciences, and the Righteous Law 
of God, which he writes in your Hearts, Chriſt [e- 
Jus is the end of the Law for Righteouſneſs; and 
his Sceptre, is a Sceptre of Righteouſneſs; and where 
he Rules, he Rules in Righteouſneſs; and that which 
is of God, is a Witneſs of Righteouſneſs : The Wit- 
neſs of God is juſt and equal, and can admit of no 
unclean nor defiled thing; but the pure Eternal 
Witneſs of the pure God preſents every Man per- 
fe& in Chriſt Jeſus: And ſo as you dwell and abide 
in the Light, ye that were ſometimes Darkneſs, will It 
be Light in the Lord, and ye that were afar off, f. 
will be made nigh by the Blood, as you dwell in the 
Light, and walk in the Light, where the Blood 
cleanſeth and waſheth from all Sin: For the Apoſtle 
faith, That God hath made all Nations of one Blood 

and Mold that dwell upon the Face of the Earth, 
and hath determined the Times before appointed, 
and the Bounds of their Habitation, that they ſhould 
ſeek the Lord, if happily they might feel after him, 
tho? he be not far from every one of us. And ſo 
the pure Eternal Light, which leads to the Holy Na- 
tion, which brings to be a Peculiar People, which 
redeems out of all Nations, Kindreds, People and 
Tongues, to be Kings and Prieſts unto God; unto 
this pure Eternal Leader and Guider, the Light 
which ſhines in your Conſciences, all be ſubject; 

which will bring you to know the Royal Law, a 
8 he 
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the Royal Prieſthood, the Everlaſting Prieſt, who 
hath by one Offering perfected for ever all them 
that are ſanctified; but all that have gone before 
him, which is outward and viſible, cannot make 
the Comers thereunto perfect, as pertaining to the 
Conſcience; for he is Judge in the Conſcience, and 
he ſits as a Refiner's Fire, and hath ſaid, I will 
purely purge away thy Droſs, and take away thy 


Tin; and ſuch an High Prieſt doth become us, who 


is holy and harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from 
Sinners, who is ſurety of a better Teſtament, and 
is eſtabliſhed upon better Promiſes, who 1s able to 


fave them to the utmoſt, that come unto God 


by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make Interceſſion 
for them ; for the Law maketh Men High Prieſts 
which have Infirmities, but the Word of the Oath 
of God (which was ſince the Law) maketh the Son 
High Prieſt, who is conſecrated for evermore; and 
for this cauſe he is the Mediator of the New Teſta- 
ment, by means of Death, for the Redemption of 
the Tranſgreſſion, which Tranſgreſſion he waſheth 


away by his Blood; for Chriſt is not entred into the 
Holy Place made with Hands, which is the Figure of 


the true, but into Heaven it ſelf, now to appear in 
the Preſence of God for us: So Chriſt was offered 
once to bear the Sins of many; and unto them that 
look for him, he ſhall appear the ſecond time with- 
out Sin unto Salvation. „5 
And fo, dear ly Beloved, as ye love the Salvation 
of your Souls, look for him where he will be found; 
in the Light wait, where he will appear the ſecond 
time without Sin in the Spirit, who hath ſaid, It is 
expedient for you that I go away, for if I go not 


away, the Comforter will not come. And Jeſus cry'd 


and ſaid, He that believeth on me, believeth not on 


me, but on him that ſent me; and he that ſeeth me, 


ſeeth him that ſent me: I am come a Light into 
the World, that whoſoever believeth on me ſhall not 
abide in Darkneſs: If you love me, keep my Com- 
mandments; and I will pray the Fathers and he 
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ſhall give you another Comforter, that he may abide 


with you for ever, even the Spirit of Truth, whom 
the World cannot receive, becauſe it ſeeth him not, 


neither knows him; and ſo this is he which is the 


Witneſs of God : He that believeth, hath the Wit- 
neſs in himſelf; and hereby know we God, becauſe 
he hath given us of his Spirit. And ſo here is your 
Teacher, the Meaſure of the Light; and as you 
walk in the Light, and are obedient to the Light, 
ye will ſee the Myſtery opened, and the Book which 
hath been ſealed with ſeven Seals will be opened un- 
to you, which none 1s found worthy to open, but 
the Lion of the Tribe of Fudah, the Lamb which 


| hath been ſlain from the Foundation of the World; 


and who dwells in his Light, and walks in his 
Light, will fee the Seals taken off; and as the An- 
gel pours the Vials, the Myſtery of God will be 


opened; and when the ſeventh Vial is poured, the 


Myſtery will be finiſhed. And fo this is the Way 
which I have ſet before you; which Way, as you 
enter upon it, and come into it, and walk in it, ye 


will know what I ſay; but not you who are out of 


this Way, which is Chriſt Feſus the Light, who is 


the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and there 1s none 


who comes unto the Father but by him; and ſo eter- 
nally ye ſhall witneſs me, if ever you know the Fa- 
ther or Me, ſaith the Son; or have Fellowſhip with 


them, or have your Joy full; ye will go on this 


Way, which I have ſet before you; and by no other 
Way or Name under Heaven ſhall ever any know 
the Father, nor Me, faith Chriſt : For all who are 
out of this Way, they are all gone aſtray, they are 


all gone out of the way, they are all corrupted, 


there is none that doth good, no not one; and Da- 
vid ſaith, Bleſſed are the Undefiled in the Way; 
bleſſed are they that keep his Teſtimony, and that 


| ſeek him with their whole Heart. Wherewithal 


thall a young Man cleaſe his Way? by taking 

heed to thy Word. | | 
So dear Hearts, wait here; this is the Way, the 
8 | 4 Light, 
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Light, that convinceth you of Sin, and of your 


former wy nor which you have lived 1n, and 
of your former Judgment : And this, which ſees 
all the Thoughts of your Hearts to be vain, this is 
your Teacher and Leader, this, which lets you ſee, 
this is perfect, and-of God; the firſt Principle of the 
pure Religion is perfect; for pure Religion is unde- 
filed before God; and ſo dwell and abide. And keep 
your Minds to that which is pure of God; for that 
which can be known of God is manifeſt in you : 


And this is the Witneſs of God, which checks you 
when you do amiſs, which reproves you in ſecret, 


which lets you ſee the Out-goings of your Minds in- 
to the viſible things, which draws your Minds to 
within you, which ſhall never any more be removed 
into a Corner, which will lead you to the pure Way, 
which is called the Way of Holineſs, where the Un- 
clean cannot paſs, which is for the Way-faring Men, 
who (though Fools) cannot err therein. And ſo in 
the fear of the Lord keep to this, and wait up- 
on the Lord in your Meaſures of Light, which you 
have received from him; and in his Fear wait, 
and you will witneſs him to be in the midſt of you, 
according to his Promiſe; and when you know him 
that is true, then you may ſet to your Seal that 
God is true: He that cometh from above, is above 


all; and what he hath ſeen and heard, that he teſti- 


ſtifieth, and no Man receiveth his Teſtimony ; he 
that hath received his Teftimony, hath ſet to his 
Seal that God is true: And ſo wait in the Teſtimo- 
ny, which ye have received, which ſhall endure for 
evermore ; and keep your firſt Love and your Inte- 
grity, and take heed of Coldneſs or Deadneſs, and 
Temptations, but mind the Light which diſcovers 
Temptations; and tho' the Enemy of your Souls may 
preſent things hard to you, and let you ſee the Way 
to be ſtrait, yet who dwells in the Light, and walks 
in the Light, this Way is free for all; and he who 
is the Light, is Rich unto all, who is Lord of all, 


who are obedient to the Light: But he that hates 
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never be aſhamed, but ſhall renew his Strength daily, 


God which ye have received; for Obedience 1s bet- 


ny 

the Light doth evil, and cometh not to the Light, 
becauſe his Deeds are evil; and he that walketh in 
the Light, paſſeth through the ſtrait Gate, and hath 
the Light of Life; and ChriſtJeſus, who is the Way, 
faith, Take my Yoak upon you, for my Yoak is eaſie, 
and my Burthen light; and ſo though it be hard, 
and the Way ftrait to that which would be in the 
Broad Way, yet it is eaſie, and a pleaſant plain 
Path-way to all that dwell and abide in the Light, 
and to the Faithful and Obedient it will be joyous, 
and all the Commands of God will be kept where 


the Love is preſerved. And keep in, and wait in 


your Meaſures upon the Lord, and meet together; 
for the Lord is worthy to be waited upon, whoſe 
Preſence you will ſee amongſt you, if ye wait - 
him in his Fear; he that waits upon the Lord ſhall 


and ſhall mount up as with Eagles Wings, and thai! 
walk and not be weary, run and not be faint: And 
Jo, if you be diligent and willing, ye ſhall eat the 
good things of the Land; but if ye rebel, and be 
ſtiff- necked, you will be devoured. And ſo wait at 
Wiſdom's Gate, and be obedient to that meaſure of 


ter than Sacrifice, and to hearken than the Fat of 
Rams: So hearken to the pure Voice within you, 
that your Souls may live; and give not your Mo- 
ney for that which 1s not Bread, and your Labour 
for that which periſheth ; incline your Ears, and 
your Souls ſhall live; and I will make an Everlatt- 
ing Covenant with you, ſaith the Lord, even the 
ſure Mercies of David. Behold, I have given him 
for a Witneſs, a Commander, and a Leader of the 
People: Behold, thou ſhalt call a Nation that thou 
knoweſt not, and Nations that know not thee, ſnall 
run unto thee; becauſe of the Lord thy God, and for 
the Holy One of 1/7 ae7. . 

And fo, dear Hearts, as you love your Souls, feet 
the Lord while he may be found, call upon hin 
while he is near; and give over looking outwardly, 
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at any outward Teacher; except them who delivers 


from the Eternal Word, which is one with that in 
your Conſciences, manifeſted within, from the De- 
monſtration of the Spirit and of Power; ſo as you 
wait in the Light, which comes from Chriſt Jeſus 
the Life, you will come to know the Myſtery, the 


true and living Hope, which is Chriſt within; and 


he that hath this Hope, purifieth himſelf, even 
as he 1s pure; and when you are begotten again un- 
to this new and lively Hope, then you will know 
this Hope to be the Anchor of the Soul ; then you 
will be no Reprobates, as concerning the Faith ; but 
dwelling in the pure and living Hope, which is 
within, then you will come to know the Faith that 
is precious; and ye will be made Partakers of the 
Faith which was once delivered unto the Saints, which 
all the Saints in Light ever contended for, which 
all the Profeſſions in the World hath gotten to talk 
of, but never knew what it was to be made Par- 
takers of: For the true Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
purifleth the Heart, and is not holden with Reſpect 
of Perſons, but in the Myſtery of a pure Conſcience. 
And ſo as you dwell and abide in the Myſtery, you 
will know the Faith, which 1s the Subſtance of things 
hoped for, and the Evidence of things not ſeen; and 
here you will come unto the Fight © Faith, and the 
Victory which is over the World, which is your 


Faith, and ſo know Faith working by Love; and 


ſo as you dwell and abide here, in your Meaſures, 
and as you learn of him who 1s Low and Meek, you 


will come to ſee Chriſt Jeſus to be the Door, who is 


the true Shepherd; and as you are faithful to your 


Guide and Leader, you will ſee the Thief and Rob- 


ber that climbs up another way: And ſo knowing 
the Terror of the Lord, we perſwade Men, and are 
_ manifeſt to every Man's Conſcience in the ſight 
of God. | 


And ſo the Lord God Almighty of Life and 
Power keep you faithful to your Meaſures of him, 


that the Witneſs of God, which hath laid long ſlain 
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in the Streets of this great City Sodom and Egypt, 
may now ariſe, and receive the Spirit of Life from 
God, that they may propheſie; and ſo the Ever- 
laſting God of Power and Life preſerve his own 
Witneſs among you: And deſpiſe not the Day of 
ſſmall things, neither ſlight the Viſitation of God, 
who waits to be gracious to your Souls, who hath 
viſited you in an acceptable time. So now embrace 
his Love, and take heed of ſlighting his Mercies to 
vou: For if ever you know the Eternal Living God, 
and his Truth, ye ſhall witneſs this to be truth, 
which I have written in love to your Souls: And 
ſo my Soul's deſire and prayers to God for you is, 
that you may be kept and preſerved in his Fear, in 
Obedience to the Meaſure made manifeſt of him in 
you, that your Minds may be kept to his Witneſs, 
the Light in your Conſciences; for the Myſtery. of 
Faith 1s held in a pure Conſcience, that you may be 
led, guided, taught and governed by this, which 
cannot err, but 1s pure and eternal, and endureth 
for evermore; and if you turn from this, and do 
not own this to be your Teacher, ye ſhall eternally 
witneſs this to be your Condemnation ; and when 
this condemns you, God is greater, and knoweth all 
things, and from this you cannot fly; go where you 
will, ye ſhall find this preſent; and then ye ſhall 
witneſs David to be a true Witneſs for God, who ſaid, 
If I go into Hell, thou art there; if I take the wings 
of the Morning, and fly to the utmoſt parts of the 
Earth, thou art there alſo. 

And fo this Witneſs preſents God where-ever he ap- 
pears. And fo the Everlaſting God of Power keep you 
faithful to this Witneſs, that you may be cleanſed 
and purged, and purely ranſomed and redeemed; 
and ſo the Lord God of Life and Power keep you in 
his Power and Arms, who carries his Lambs in his 

Arms, and gently leads thoſe that are with young; 
whoſe dear and tender Care is over you, if you be 
faithful and obedient ; and whoſe Bleſſing and Pre. 
ſence you wall ſee amongſt you, as you dwell . 
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abide therein; and ſo the Eternal God of Power take 
Charge and Care over you. | | 

And fo, dear Hearts, as I ſaid before, wait upon the 
Lord in ſilence, and keep to few Words in all your 
Communication, let your Yea be Yea, and your Nay 
Nay ; for whatſoever is more, is evil; and mind that 
which checks you when you do amiſs, or when any 
haſty Words goes forth forwardly or haſtily; for 
that which goes out of the Mouth defiles the Man. 
And ſo abide in the Light, which diſcovers all your 
Words, Thoughts and Actions; this which makes 
them manifeſt to you, is the Light: And fo wait 
here in the Light, and you will come to know and 
ſee the Croſs of Chriſt, which is the Power of God 
unto Salvation, which is Fooliſhneſs unto the World, 
but unto them that believe, it 1s the Power of God, 
and the Wiſdom of God. And fo as you dwell and 


wait in the Light, ye will know what the Apoſtle 


meant, when he ſaid, God forbid that I ſhould glory 
in any thing, ſave in the Croſs of Chriſt, by which 
I am crucified to the World, and the World to me; 
and fo this is the Way that you muſt go through 
the Croſs. So when you meet together, wait in ſi- 
lence upon the Lord, that you may come to know 
the inviſible Vertue and Life which comes from the 
living God, that ye may know what 1t 1s to eat 
of the hidden Manna. And ſo the Lord God of 
Power keep you ſingle in your Meaſures, up to him- 
ſelf, that in the Spirit ye may wait, to worſhip him 
in Spirit, who is a Spirit. And this was I moved of 
the Lord to write to you in Tenderneſs and Bowels of 
Love to the Seed of God, for which my Soul travels, 
that I may ſee it gathered into the Everlaſting Cove- 
nant of Love, Life and Peace, by the Word of Recon- 
ciliation. 7 | 8 Eo 
From a Lover of your Souls, and one who waits for the 
Redemption of the Seed of God in all Nations, where 
it is ſcattered upon the face of the Earth, that into 
the Everlaſting Covenant the whole Seed may be 
brought, where they may ſing a neu dong. M. F. 
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Certain Queries to all the World, Prieſts or others, 


' who ſay, The Light is Natural. 


1. WII. was not John that Light, if it be a Na- 
IJ tural Light, who was the greateſt born a- 
mong Women, who ſaith, I am not the Light? 

2. Why was John ſent to bear witneſs of that Light, 
that all Men through him might believe, if it were 
a Natural Light? | | | 

2. Why was John ſent to bear witneſs, that this 

was the true Light, that lighteth every Man that 
cometh into the World? © 

4. How can that be the true Light, which 1s Na- 
tural,, if Chriſt (who is Eternal) is that true Light? 

5. Whether he who was in the World, and the 
World was made by him, and the World knew him 
not, who is the Light, whom John bare witneſs to, 
whether this be Natural, yea or nay? 5 

6. Whether he in whom is Life, and this Life is 
the Light of Men, which Fohn ſaith, made the 
World, be Natural, yea or nay ? 

7. Whether the Darkneſs may not comprehend the 
Light, if it be Natural, ſince the Devil hath Power 
over the Natural of all the Children of Diſobedience? 

8. What Nature was that, by which the Gentiles 
did the things contained in the Law, ſeeing they 
were juſtified thereby, for the Apoſtle ſaith, Not the 
Hearers of the Law, but the Doers are juſtified ? 

9. And whether this was the corrupt Nature, which 
the Apoſtle ſaith, did ſhew the Works of the Law 
written 1n their Hearts, their Conſciences bearing 
them witneſs? ' and whether that Law be Natural, 
which God writes in the Heart, Rom. 2. 15 | 
To. Whether that be Natural, by which God doth 
judge the Secrets of Men hy Jeſus, according to the 
Golpel? Ver. 16. 7 . 

11. Whether the Covenant of God, which is the 
Light, which enlightneth the Gentiles, be a Natural 
Light, yea or nay? ſeeing thereby they do the things 

tontained in the Law, © © & 12. And 


LT]. 

12. And whether that which ſhews the Work of 
the Law written in their Hearts be Natural, ſeeing 
they did that which the Jews could not do, which 
had the outward Law ? | : 

13. Whether the Covenant of God, which is Light, 
be not that which God teacheth his People, who hath 
ſaid, They ſhall not ſay, know the Lord? 

14. How ſhall they come to know him, and not 
to ſay, Know the Lord, who denies the Covenant of 
Light, which he hath given to enlighten the Gen- 
tiles, to bring Salvation to the ends of the Earth? 

15. How ſhall they ever come to know Salvation, 
who deny the Covenant of Light, which 1s given to 
the Gentiles, for opening the Priſon-Doors, and for 


bringing the Priſoner out of the Priſon-Houſe? 


16. Whether this Light, if it be obeyed and fol- 
lowed, be not the Way to the Father, ſith Chriſt 
Jeſus faith, who is the Covenant of Light, I am the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life, and there is none 
comes to the Father but by me? „ 

17. Whether this Light, if it be diſobeyed, be not 
the Condemnation of the World, and all that love 
Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds are 


evil? | 


18. Whether this Light, if it be believed in, 6 


lowed and obeyed, be not ſufficient for Salvation? 


ſince Chriſt Jeſus, who is the Light, ſaith, Vet a lit- 
tle while is the Light with you; walk while ye have 
the Light, leſt Darkneſs come upon you; while ye 
have the Light, believe in the Light, that ye may 
be the Children of the Light. Theſe things ſpake 
Jeſus, and departed, Fob 1 2: | 

19. Whether that Light, being ſufficient to ſave, 
being believed, walked in, and obeyed, be not ſuf- _ 
ficient to condemn the Unbelievers and Diſobedient, 
and the Lovers of Darkneſs; ſeeing the Scripture 
faith, He that believeth not, is condemned already; 
and this is the Condemnation, that Light is come 
into the World, and Men love Darkneſs rather than 
Light, becauſe their Deeds are evil. 


I 

20. And now I challenge all you, that deny the 
Light in every one to be ſufficient, and calls it Na- 
tural, to prove by Scripture what 1s it that con- 
demns the World, ſince they deny the Light to be | 
ſufficient for Salvation. | 

21. And J challenge you again, to prove by Scrip- 
ture, any other Saviour than Chriſt Jeſus, who is 


the Light, given for a Covenant of Light, to open 


blind Eyes. > 

22. Whether the ſame which doth ſave, being 
walked in, followed and obeyed, be not the ſame 
which condemns the Diſobedient, Unbeliever, and 
Child of Darkneſs? „„ 

23. Whether the Miniſter of God, who is the Mi- 
niſter of the Spirit, doth not turn People from the 
Darkneſs to the Light, and from the Power of Sa- 
tan unto God? N 

24. Whether they be not under the Power of 
Darkneſs, acting for the Prince of Darkneſs, who 
deny the Light to be ſufficient, and call it Natural 

25. And whether they be not blind Guides, and 
Decei vers of the People, who deny the firſt Principle 
of Truth, the Corner- Stone, Chriſt Jeſus the Light, 
on which all the Prophets, Apoſtles, and holy Men 
of God were built, and bore witneſs to? 


Now let all the Blind Guides of the World an- 
ſwer theſe Queries by plain Scripture, and the Saints 
Practice, or elſe confeſs themſelves to be Blind 

Guides, and Leaders of the Blind. 


Daughter of STO N 
AwWAE E N E P, 
And putting on Strength, 

She is Ariſing, and Shaking her ſelf out 


of the Duſt, and putting on her Beau- 
tiful Garments. 


N 


By AM. F. 
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And thou, 0 Tower of the Flock, the ſtrong Hold of the Daughter of 
Sion, unto thee ſhall it come, even the firſt Dominion; the King- 
dom ſhall come to the Daughter of Feruſalem, Mic. 4. 8. 
be Lord ſhall ſend the Rod of thy Strength out of Sion, Pſal. 110. 2. 
Sing and rejoyce, 0 Daughter of Sion; for lo I come, and will dwell 
in the midſt of thee, ſaith the Lord: and many Nations (hall be 
joyned unto the Lord in that day, and ſhall be my People; and I will 
dwell in the midſt of thee 3 and thou ſhalt know, that the Lord of 
Hoſts bath ſent me unto thee, Zech. 2. 10, 11, | 
Rejoyce greatly, O Daughter of Sion; ſhout, O Daughter of Feruſalem : 
Bebold, thy King cometh; be is juſt, and having Salvation; lowly, 
and riding upon an Aſs, and upon a Colt, the foal of an Aſs, 
Zech. 9. 9. and Mat. 21. 5. John. 12. 15. 
Behold, 1 lay in Sion a Stone of Stumbling, and 4 Rock of Offence; 
whoſoever believerb on him, ſhall not be aſhamed, Rom. 9. 33 
There ſhall come out of Sion 4 Deliverer, and be ſhall turn away Ini- 
uity from Facob, Rom, 11.26 | 
Behold, I lay in Sion a chief Corner-Stone, elect and precious; be that 
| believeth on bim, ſhall not be aſbamed, 1 Pet. 2. 6. | 
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The Daughter of Sion awakened, and 


putting on Strength, CC. 


\UT of Sion, the Perfection of Beauty, hath God 


ſhined, in the Light of his Glorious Son, to re- 
cover, and to bring backgand to redeem his whole 


Body, which 1s his Church, out of all Nations, Kin- 


dreds, Peoples, Tongues, and Languages. 


Now the Univerſal, Divine, Glorious, Infinite, In- 


viſible God is ſhining in the dark Places, in the 

Hearts of Men and Women. „ 

There is a Day dawning in the Heart, and a Day- 
Star ariſing, which the Night hath been over ſince 


Adam; even the Everlaſting Day is dawning in the 
Hearts of Men and Women: Glorious Praiſes to the 


Higheſt for ever. | 


Even that Day, which the Serpent in the begin- 
ning vailed and clouded with Darkneſs, through his 


Temptation, and drawing of Adam and Eve into 
Diſobedience to the Command of God in the begin- 
ning, and ſo beguiled them, by which they and all 
their Poſterity, in that fallen State, have brought 
upon them, ever ſince the heavy Diſpleaſure and 
Wrath of Almighty God: So that the Serpent was 
not only curſed, but the Ground alſo, and Man and 


Woman came under the heavy Judgments of God in 


that State and Condition. © 

But the Holy Lord, in his Infinite Wiſdom, and 
Rich Bounty, hath found out a Way to recover all 
that are Faithful and Obedient unto him. 

So that as Adam and Eve went from God's Com- 
mands through Diſobedience, ſo all that ever come 
unto God mult return by the Obedience to his Light 
that ſhines from the Son of his Love. 5 

For the Lord God ſaid unto the Serpent in the 
beginning, Becauſe thou haſt done this thing, I will 
put Enmity between thee and the Woman, and be- 


tween 


ed tenke 


Eu 
tween thy Seed and her Seed ; it ſhall bruiſe thy 


Head, and thou fhalt bruiſe his Heel. 855 
Nou this part of theſe laſt Words hath been per 


fectly fulfilled ever ſince the Fall; for the Lamb 
hath been flain from the Foundation of the World, 


Rev. 13. 8. ever ſince this World of Wickedneſs, and 


Duarkneſs, and Diſobedience entred into the Hearts of 
Adam and Eve; for the Prince of Darkneſs, is the 
God of this World. . | 
And it broke forth, and manifeſted it ſelf in 
Cain, the firſt Birth (which Adam and Eve brought 
forth) who ſlew his Brother el in Wrath and Re- 
venge : And all that Stock of Bloody Cain went 
on = that Nature, until they had corrupted the 
Earth. EE | | 
And God ſaw that the Wickedneſs of Man was 
great in the Earth, and that every Imagination of 
the Thoughts of his Heart was evil continually, 
And it repented the Lord that he had made Man, 


and it grieved him at his Heart, when the Earth was 
corrupted, and was filled with Violence, and all Fleſh _ 


had corrupted his Way upon the Earth. 
And the Lord ſaid, I will deſtroy Man (whom I 


have created) from the face of the Earth, both Man 


and Beaſt. | 
And ſo the Lord brought the Flood of Deſtruction 
upon all the Ungodyůy. 
So this curſed Seed bruiſed the Heel of this good 
Seed before the Flood. 


And after the Lord repleniſhed the Earth again, 


of the three Sons of Noah, there was a curſed Ham, 
which Noah ſaid was curſed, who, when he ſaw his 
Father's Nakedneſs, told his Brethren. 

So Shem and Faphet took a Garment, and covered 


their Father's Nakedneſs, and went backward, be- 


cauſe they would not ſee it. 


And Noob ſaid, Bleſſed be the Land God of Show. - 


and Canaan ſhall be his Servant; and God ſhall en- 
large Fepher, and he fhall dwell in the Tents of Shen, 
and Canaan ſhall be his Servant; and a Servant of 


Servants is he to be. T7 And 
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And ſo this curſed Seed ever appeared and op- 
poſed the good, as the Generation of this Ham and 


and God confounded their Language: From thence 
did the Lord ſcatter them upon all the face of the 

Earth, Gen. 10. | 5 

And Iſhmael, which the Angel of the Lord ſaid 

would be a wild Man, which was born of Hagar, 

the Egyptian Woman. . 


mocking of T/aac, which was the Seed to whom the 
Covenant and Promiſe of God was. 


wherewith his Father had bleſſed him. 


ing for my Father is at hand, then will I ſlay my 
Brother Jacob. 1 | 

So here the murtherous Seed of the old Serpent 
appeared again. | 3 8 
And how often was the Lord grieved with the 
Children of Jſrael's Murmurings and Luſtings, when 
they loathed the Manna, and luſted after Fleſh ? and 
when the People complained, it diſpleaſed the Lord, 
and his Anger was kindled, and the Fire of the 


outermoſt parts of the Camp. 
when the Fleſh was yet in their Teeth, the Wrath 
of the Lord was kindled againſt them, and ſmote 
them with a very great Plague. | 


And alſo, when they rebelled againſt Moſes, that 
they bid, Stone him with Stones; that the Glory of 


_ gation, before all the Children of I/rael. 

And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes and unto Aaron, 

ſaying, How long ſhall I bear with this evil Con- 

gregation? I have heard the Murmurings of the 

Children of 1/7ae7, which they murmur againſt me: 
ay 


Canaan did manifeſt, who would go build Babe; 
and the Son of Ham was Cuſh, and Cuſh begat Nim- 
rod, and the beginning of his Kingdom was Babe, 


And Sarah ſaw the Son of Hagar the Feyptian - 


And alſo E/au hated Jacob, becauſe of the Bleſſing 
And Eſau ſaid in his Heart, The Days of Mourn- 


Lord burned, and conſumed as many as were in the 


And likewiſe, when they gathered the Quails, 


Sem puſh ooh pwn) AY 


the Lord appeared in the Tabernacle of the Congre- 
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Say unto them, As truly as I live, faith the Lord, 
as ye have ſpoken in mine Ear, ſo will I do unto 
you; your Carcaſes ſhall fall in this Wilderneſs, 
and at that were numbred of you, from Twenty 
Yun old, and upwards, that have murmured againſt 
me, Nc. EE . | 

And how did Corah, Dathan and Abiram rebel and 
oppoſe Moſes ? and what a Breach did they make 
among the Congregation of 1/72e1? Though the God 
of Jrael had ſeparated them to do the Service of 
the Tabernacle, and to ſtand before the Congrega- 
tion to miniſter unto them; yet Corah, Dathan and 
Abiram gathered all their Company together againſt 
the Lord, and did murmur againſt Moſer and Aaron; 
and when Moſes ſent to call them, they ſaid, We 
will not come up; and farther ſaid, Is it a ſmall 
thing that thou haſt brought us out of a Land that 
flowed with Milk and Honey, to kill us in the Wil- 
derneſs, except thou altogether makeſt thy ſelf 2 
Prince over us? Moreover, thou haſt not brought 
us into a Land that flows with Milk and Honey, 
nor given us Inheritance of Fields and Vineyards : 
Wilt thou put out the Eyes of theſe Men ? We will 
not come up. | 

Here was the Rebellious Spirit indeed ; but the 
Lord was avenged of them, and of their Company. 

And again, when the People rebelled againſt God, 
and againſt Moſes, and ſaid, Wherefore have ye 
brought us up out of the Land of Egypt, to die in 
the Wilderneſs, where there 1s no Bread, neither is 
_ any Water, and our Souls loath this light 
read. — - 

And the Lord ſent Fiery Serpents among the 
People, and they bit them, and much People of / 
rael died, Cc. 8 155 

And how would Balack and Balaam have curſed. 
Iſrael by their Divination, that they might not 
_ been a People, 1t the Lord would have ſuffered 
them? | | 
And Balaam was forced to confeſs, That God is 

| not 


Lan]. 
not a Man, that he ſhould lye; neither the Son of 

Man, that he ſhould repent: Hath he ſaid it, and 
| ſhall he not do it? or hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he 
not make it good? Behold, I have received a Com- 
mandment to bleſs, and he hath bleſſed, and I can- 
not reverſe it. PP. - 

He hath not beheld Iniquity in Facob, neither 
hath he ſeen Perverſeneſs in 1/rae/ ; the Lord his 
God is with him, and the Shout of a King is among 
them. There is no Inchantment againſt Facob, nor 
Divination againſt I/rae/. I ſhall fee him, but not 
now; I ſhall behold him, but not nigh. There ſhall 


. 
* 


come a Star out of Jacob, and a Scepter ſhall ariſe 
out of Iſrael; out of Jacob ſhall come he that ſhall 


have Dominion, &c. Here Balaam had a true Sight 
and Propheſie of Chriſt, the bleſſed Seed, and ever- 
laſting Covenant, yet would he have curſed this 
People for the unrighteous Wages of Balak, if he 
could : Keele, he taught Balak to caſt a 
Stumbling-Block before them; for whilſt 1/7ae/ a- 
bode at Shittim, they began to commit Whoredom 
with the Daughters of Moab, and they called the 
People unto the Sacrifices of their Gods, and the 
People did eat, and bow down to their Gods, Ec. 
And T1/rae/ joyned himſelf unto Baal-peor, and the 


Anger of the Lord was kindled againſt I/rae/; and 


the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Take all the Heads of 
the People, and hang them up againſt the Sun, that 


the fierce Anger of the Lord may be turned away 


from Iſrael, Oe. 


And when Moſes taught the Children of Iſrael 


the Judgments and Statutes of the Lord, he ſaid, 
. Your Eyes have ſeen what the Lord did becauſe of 
Baal. peor; for all the Men that followed Baal-peor, 
the Lord thy God hath deſtroyed from among you. 
So all this curſed Seed hath {till diſobeyed and 
oppoſed the Command of the Lord, throughout all 
Generations, and hath bruited the Heel of this good 
Seed till this very Day. The Lord hath curſed this 
Seed of the Serpent, and the Curſe remains _ 
4 þ Im 


Sr 0 


os] 
him far ever. Read Deuteronomy, Chap. 28. from the 
16th Verſe to the end. | 
And this is the Seed that ever bruiſeth the Heel 
of the good Seed, as the Prophet T1/azah largely pro- 
pheſied of, who ſaid, He made his Grave with the / 
Wicked, and with the Rich in his Death, becauſe * 
he had done no Violence, neither was any Deceit 
found in his Mouth; yet it pleaſed the Lord to 
bruiſe him: He is deſpiſed and rejected of Men, 2 
Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with Grief: Surely 
he hath born our Griefs, and carried our Sorrows. 
| He was afflicted, yet we eſteemed him not; he was 
| I wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for 
our Iniquities; the Chaſtiſement of our Peace was 
upon him, and with his Stripes we are healed. All 
we like Sheep have gone aſtray, we have turned 
every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid 
upon him the Iniquities of us all, 1/az. 53. 

Here the precious Seed hath actually ſuffered and 
been be all along by the wicked Seed of the 
Serpent; ſo that the faithful Word of the Lord is 
fulfilled, which ſaid, it ſhould bruiſe his Heel; as 
may be clearly ſeen through the Scriptures of Truth, 
e and may alſo be read in every Heart and every Bo- 
x] ſom of every Man and Woman (upon the face of 
F I the whole Earth) which lies in the Fall, and in the 
't Diſobedience, and under the Curſe. _ 1 1 
y The juſt and the pure Principle of the living God 

ſuffers in every Heart, who is in the Darkneſs, and 
under the Power of the Prince of Darkneſs: The 
d. Juſt lies ſlain there, in ſpiritual Sodom, and ſpiritual 
of Feypt, and ſpiritual Babylon, which is all the World 
„ ſpiritually; the World of Darkneſs the old Serpent 
. hath ſet and ſown in the Hearts of Men and Wo- 
nd men, in Adam and Eve, and all their Off-ſpring. 
111 When he tempted them into Tranſgreſſion and Dil- 
od obedience of God's Command, then the Image of 
vis | God was defaced, in which God made them in the 
on beginning; through the Diſobedience they fell from 
im | Purity and * 8 from Favour _ 
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_ T1 
God, and now they lie in Darkneſs and in Death, Al- 
led with Sin and Iniquity. ES. 
So this World of Darkneſs and Death ſtands faſt 
in the Hearts of Men and Women, ſo that they can- 
not ſee God in his Work. | = 
For the Apoſtle ſaith, As by one Man Sin entred 
into, the World, and Death by Sin, and ſo Death 


paſſed upon all Men, for that all have ſinned, &c. 


And again the Apoſtle ſaith, We are of God, and 
the whole World Heth in Wickednelss 

And he ſaith, If our Goſpel be hid, it is hid to 
them that are loſt, in whom the God of this World 
hath blinded the Minds of them that believe not, 


leſt the Light of the Glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who 


is the Image of God, ſhould ſhine unto them, Oc. 
And David ſaith, The Lord ſhall judge the World 


zin Righteouſneſs. And he deſired of the Lord to be 


delivered from the Men of the World, which have 
their Portion in this Life, c. 
And Chriſt Jeſus faith, Now is the Judgment of 
this World; now ſhall thè Prince of this World be 
caſt out: And I, if I be lifted up from the Earth, 


will draw all Men after me, Fobr 12. 31, 32. 


And the Apoſtle ſaith, They had not received the 
Spirit of the World, but the Spirit which 1s of God, 


that we may know the things that are freely given 


lee,. . , x 

And again, the Apoſtle ſaith, Wherein in time 
paſt ye walked according to the courſe of this 
World, according to the Prince of the Power of the 
Air, that Spirit that now works in the Children of 
Diſobedience, Fpbe/. 2. 2. . | — 

And he bids them, Put on the whole Armour of 
God, that they may be able to ſtand againſt the Aſ- 
faults of the Devil: For we wreſtle not againſt Fleth 
and Blood, but againſt Principalities, and againſt 
Powers, and againſt the Prince of Darkneſs of this 


World, againſt ſpiritual Wickedneſs in high places, Nc. 


And the Apoſtle ſaith, Greater is he that is in us, 
than he that is in this World,  _ py 


_ $71 
And alfo, the ſame Apoſtle ſaith, Now we know, 


that whatſoever things the Law faith, it ſaith to 
them who are under the Law, that every Mouth 


may be ſtopped, and all the World become guilty 
before God, &c. | 

So here lies all the World of the Ungodly, guilty 
of Sin, guilty of Tranſgreſſion, guilty of Diſobe- 
dience; but now in theſe laſt Days, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is come a Light into the World, that who- 
ſoever believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting Life, and that through him they might 
be ſaved, Fohn 3. 16, 17. „„ 

So now the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is ſent a Light 
into the World, and lighteth every Man that com- 
eth into the World: He that was in the beginning 
with God; all things were made by him, and with- 
out him was not any thing made that was made; 
in him was Life, and the Life was the Light of Men. 

And this Light doth ſhine in Darkneſs, in this 
World of Darkneſs, though Darkneſs cannot com- 
prehend it. i 

John was ſent from God, to bear witneſs of the 
Light, that all Men through him might believe: He 
was ſent to bear witneſs of the Light, that was the 
true Light, which lighteth every Man that cometh 
into the World. 

So this Light, that Lights every Man that comes 
into the World, this is the true Light that ſhines in 
the dark Heart, and this is the true Day that dawns 
in the Heart; and Chriſt Jeſus is the Day-Star that 
ariſeth in the Heart, 

And this is the true Seed, and this is the bleſſed 
Seed, that hath the Promiſe and Word of the Eter- 
nal God joined and fixed to it, That he ſhould 
bruiſe the Serpent's Head, who hath ſet Darkneſs in 
the Hearts of People. 5 


And as certainly as the Lord hath fulfilled that | 


Word, which he promiſed. in the beginning, That 
the Seed of the Serpent ſhould bruiſe his Heel; ſo 
certainly and perfectly is he fulfilling the other 
0 LI 2 part 


— - — —— 


— — * — 
— — 
— - —_— * 
— — 
— = 


| os 
4 
1 
| K 
$i 
[BY 0 
l 
. 1 
, ;> 
IH i 
1 
11 71 
15 
t 
14 i "x 
\ TEROGE 
+ { 7 
. 
it 
: 1 
Wu... i» 
i} . 
” #1 
Ge 
* 
in 
87 & 
* | FI 
: 
. * 
1 
N 
1 
1 5 
4 q ak 
. 
1 
44. 
4 h - - 
Print 
41 
N 
1 N 
1 
19 
' * 
14 
10 #8; 
' 64: 
. El \ 
* 
* "» 2 
v2 
19 
x 7 N 
I 0% 
"> 
"Fs 
MP 1 5 
70 5 
4 "I 
[ 5 
1.4 
oy 14 
; 4 
} IS. 
1 
1. 5 * 
o MF. 
4: 
* «XS. 
1 
% 
47 
5 
. 82 
1 
7 . 
* 43 © 
15 475 
8 5 
i * 
1 RES 
5 * 
i 
- WH 
© 22, 9 
* 2 . 4 
1708 x 
= 
* * 
F fo . 
1 
e 
LE © 1 
| Wk 
* 1.8 
it 268" 
t j 
2 o [A 4 
" 21 » 
, 
1151 
e 
5. 1 
* * <0 
ys 
* l : 
1 
"+ 5 
4 1. 
mY: 
5 * 
- 7 
4 — 
* 
' 
KM 
1 
25 
Ra: 
1 
1 W 
IAG 
> iz 
ks F 6. * 
Wh 
*< of 4 
"4 * 
N 
15 nr 
1 44 ff 
1 
. 
19%") 
'! * 
45 
25 
F 
Mi 
af 
N "FN 
a \ 
* * 
7 
> 
| **. 
6 8 
5 1 
th 
179 
fi 
1"! 
In o 
od } 
jd» 
$i 
2 
bi \ 
el 
|? 


= — — 
— — 
* — 5 


i 
! 
+: 1} 
i f 
* 
| : 
1 
4 
1 * 
"Mn 
+: 
WT. 
. 
1 
. 1 
0 I 
bl ij 
+* 
* 
79 
4 F 
4 
44 
xy . 
iF4 
3 
1 
„ 
* 
"i 
; i 
i 
z 
RY 
1 
4 
1 
. 
+ M 
1.2 
; . 
tl 
r 412 
'y it 
** 
„ 
FA} 
„ 


— 


_ - 
— us — — 
— — 
— 7 CE 


— 


L ” 
ane xx 
-< * 8 * 
— 5 
— — pt —— 
- — _— ＋—Eʒ2— — — 
2 2 — - ape 


— 


[ 518 7 


part of it, That the Seed of the Woman ſhould 


bruiſe the Serpent's Head. 


| And God hath not only put Enmity Lon the 


two Seeds, but he hath put Enmity between the Ser- 


pent and the Woman, Gen. 3. And the Lord God 


ſaid unto the Woman, What is this that thou haſt 
done? And the Woman ſaid, The Serpent beguiled 
me, and I did eat. And the Lord ſaid unto the 


Serpent, Becauſe thou haſt done this, thou art curſed | 
above all Cattle, and above all the Beaſts of the | 


Field; upon thy Belly ſhalt thou go, and Duſt ſhalt 
thou eat all the Days of thy Life: And I will put 
Enmity between thee and the Woman, and between 
thy Seed and her Seed. 

So this Enmity, that God hath put between the 
Serpent and the Woman, there is no reconciling of 


It; for where there is any part of the Serpent's Seed 


or Spirit, it is ſmiting and ſtriking at the Woman, 
and contemning her Weakneſs. 15 — 
For when the Woman, being with Child, cryed 


and travelled in Birth, pained to be delivered, then 


behold the great red Dragon appear'd, having ſeven 
Heads and ten Horns, and ſeven Crowns upon his 
Head; and the Dragon ſtood before the Woman, 


Which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her 


Child as ſoon as it was born. 
But ſhe brought forth her Man-Child, which is 
to Rule all Nations with a Rod of Iron, and her 
Child was caught np to God, and to his Throne, 
and the Woman fled into the Wilderneſs, where 
ſhe had a Place prepared of God, &c. _ | 
80 God always provided for the Woman, that 
the was nouriſhed and preſerved from the face of 
the Serpent. And the Serpent will not yet ceaſe 


to caſt out Waters as a Flood after the Woman, 


that he might cauſe her to be carried away of the 
Flood. | (urs 
And the Dragon is very wroth with the Woman, 
and ſeeks to make War with the Woman, and with 
the Remnant of her Seed. COL 7 
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And fo, this is perfectly fulfilled alſo; for the 
Serpent, or any part of his Spirit, where it 1s, hath 
a perfect Enmity againſt the Woman. 

But the Eternal Word and Promiſe of God ſtands 
upon the Head of the Serpent, which 1s, that the Seed 
of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's Head ; and 
this is perfectly fulfilling in this our Day: For the 
Head of the Serpent is now coming to be bruiſed by 
the Seed of the Woman, Chriſt Jeſus: For the Ser- 
pent's Seed and Spirit is now gotten into the higheſt 
Dreſs; he is now got into the Profeſſion and Words 
of Truth it ſelf, and would, if it were poſſible, do 
as he did, when he told her, They ſhould be as Gods; 
but he betrayed her, and beguiled her, as ſhe ſaid. 

. But now he is oppoſing one that is too ſtrong for 
£ © him, as he tempted Chriſt in the Days of his Fleſh , 
but he could not prevail then, nor ſurely can he 
now againſt him in his Spiritual Appearance: The 
Ele& he cannot deceive, who dwells in the Light, 
d that comes from the Throne of Divine Glory, that 
n © fees him, and diſcerns him, and his ſecret Baits, and 
n Snares, and Wiles; he doth deceive the Dark and the 
s Ignorant, and betrays them that _ not to the 
„ | Enfign that is ſet for the gathering of all Nations; 
r MW but the Elect he cannot deceive, that are rooted and 
grounded upon the precious Corner-Stone, that, is 
is laid in Sion; they that are built upon the Rock, 
xr Chriſt ſeſus, they cannot be ſhaken. 
e, Bur Chriſt Jeſus ſhakes all Foundations that are 
- not built upon him; and he is coming to raſe out 
and to root out that Foundation which the old Ser- 
it pent hath laid in the Hearts of People; he is coming 
of to diſpoſſeſs him, and to deſtroy him and all his 
ſe Works; the Right is his; he Was before ever the old 
n, Serpent was; he was ſet up from Everlaſting to Ever- 
ne ! laſting, Man and Woman was created in his Image, 
and he is now coming to claim his own, and to re- 
n, cover and reſtore Man again. 
th The Devil hath had a long Reign; he may well 
be called the Odd Serpent, becauſe he had a begin- 
| | LI 3 ning; 
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F 
bung; ant now his Head and Power is coming to 
be bruiſed, and the Word of the Eternal God is 
coming to be fulfilled upon him, which is, That 
the Seed of the Woman fhall bruiſe the Serpent's 
Head: And he will make a ſhort Work in the Earth, 
and cut it ſhort in Righteouſneſs for his Elects ſake. 
The Lord God 1s now at work ; his Word, and 
Power, and Spirit, by which the Heavens and the 
Earth were made, is at work; the Grace and the 
Truth, which comes by Jeſus Chriſt, is at work; 
and the Light of the Glorious Goſpel, the Power of 
God, is working, for the Deſtruction of the Devil 
and all his Works. And he is pouring down his 
Spirit of Grace and Supplication, ſo that now all 
People, that come to the Lord's Eternal Light and 
Truth, may look upon him whom they have pierced, 
and mourn over him, as one that mourneth for his 
only Son, Zech. 12. 10. And now, in theſe laſt Days, 
ſince there hath been a falling away, and a Night 
of Darkneſs, and a Night of Apoſtacy from the 
true, ſpiritual and glorious Appearance of the Re- 
ſurrection of Jeſus, in the Apoſtles and Primitiye 
Chriſtians Days; ſince which time the Woman, that 
brought forth the Man- Child, hath been fled into 
the Wilderneſs, a place prepared of God for her, 
ayd had the two Wings of the great Eagle given 
her: But ſhe is now returning out of the Wilder- 
neſs, leaning upon her Beloved ; and the Holy City, 
New Feruſalem, is coming down from God out of 
Heaven, prepared as a Bride for her Huſband, ha - 
ving the Glory of God; and her Light is like 2 
Jaſper-Stone, - moſt precious, clear as Chruyſtal, 
which ſhines forth in its Glory, and clearly makes 
ene all the Power and Body of Spiritual Dark: 
Neſs. : 
And the Man of Sin is now revealed, the Son of 
Perdition, who hath ſat in the Temple of God, in 
the Hearts of Man and Woman, who was and is 
in the falling away from the New Covenant, and 
the Reſurrection of Jeſus, in his Spirit, in the Heary 
4 ; | „ 


Ew: 
and Bodies of his Saints, which was his Temple, in 
the Apoſtles days. | 

The Man of Sin hath fitten in that Temple all 
Chriſtendom over, where Chriſt and the Scriptures 
are profeſſed without them, ever ſince the Apoſtles 
days, 1n this Night of Apoſtacy; the Man of Sin 
hath kept the Hearts of People profeſſing Chriſt, the 
Apoſtles and Saints Words without them, in the Spi- 
rit of Darkneſs. 8 5 

So they have all been ont of the true Worſhip of 
God, which is in his own Spirit, and in his own 
Truth, and in his own Light, which is his new Co- 
venant, where he writes his Law in their Hearts, 
and puts his Spirit in their inward Parts, where Sin 
is done away, and Tranſgreſſion and Iniquity 1s 
blotted out. But in this Night of Apoſtacy, they 
have all been out of this Way, and out of this Truth, 
and out of this Light and Life; and ſo in a dar 
unclean Spirit they have taken Chriſt's Words, and 
the Prophets, and Apoſtles, and Saints Words; there 
the Man of Sin hath ſitten in the Hearts of People, 
cecked and trimmed with the Saints Words, pro- 


feſſing Chriſt and the Scriptures without them, in 


nem. | | 

The Apoſtle ſaid, Many Deceivers are entred into 
the World, who confeſs not that Jeſus Chriſt is come 
in the Fleſh, this is a Deceiver and an Antichriſt. 
And hereby know ye the Spirit of God, every Spirit 
that confeſſeth that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, 
is of God, &c. And every Spirit that confeſſeth not 
that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, is not of God: 
And this is the Spirit of Antichriſt, whereof you 
have heard it ſhould come, and now, even already, 
it is in the World. 5 : 

And this is that Spirit of Antichriſt, which is en- 
tred into the World, which hath been 1n the World, 
in this dark Night of Apoſtacy, who profeſſeth Chriſt 
in Words without them, but will not confeſs his Light 
and his Spirit, and his Truth within them, 5 

| L1 4 1 


2 dark Spirit, but do not confeſs him come within 


Ty _ 

And therefore the Apoſtle ſaid to the Saints, Ye 
have an Unction from the Holy One, and ye know 
all things; let that therefore abide in you, which 
you have heard from the beginning: If that which 
you have heard from the beginning remain 1n you, 
ye alſo ſhall continue in the Son, and in the Father. 
Theſe things have I written unto you, concerning 
them that ſeduce you : But the Anointing which 
you have received of him, abideth in you; and you 
need not that any Man teach you, but as the ſame 
Anointing teacheth you of all things, and 1s Truth, 
and is no Eye; and even as it hath taught you, ye 
ſhall abide in him, &'c. F 
And ſo this Anointing and Unction of the Ho- 
Ivy One, it ever was, and ever ſhall be the Saints 
Teacher. But this is not Antichriſt's Teacher; he 
ſitteth in the Temple of God, profeſſing Words 
without, and can have no Union with, nor Bene- 
fit of the true Chriſt, which came by Water and 
Blood; not by Water only, but by Water and 
Blood. | 

And it is his Spirit that beareth witneſs, becauſe 
ru. 55 

He that believeth in the Son of God, hath the 
Witneſs in himſelf. And this is the Record that 
God hath given us of his Son, Eternal Life; and 
this Life is in his Son. 5 
But Antichriſt in the World hath none of this 
Record; his Record is without, and his Pretence of 
Chriſt is only as without, and will not have him 
within. „ 5 
But Glory be to the Higheſt for ever, this Man of 
Sin, this Son of Perdition is revealed, which hath 
ſate in that Temple which God hath choſen for 
himſelf in the Hearts of Men and Women, in which 
he hath written his Law and Covenant: But by the 
Spirit of his Mouth, and by the Brightneſs of his 
Coming, will he ſlay the Wicked, who hath long 
oppoſed Chriſt's Reign in his Saints and Members. 
And the Lord is coming to gather his Elect * 

_ . | * 
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the four Winds, and from the one End of the Earth 
to the other; he has all Power in Heaven and in 


Earth given unto him, and he is the Lord of all 
the Hoſts in the Heavens and in the Earth; at his 


Word and Command they all ſtand up together, Nc. 
He is the only begotten Son come into the World; 
he hath lighted every Man and Woman come into 
the World; and ſo let all the Angels worſhip him; 
he who 1s the Head of all Principalities and Powers, 
Angels and Authorities are all ſubject to him; and 
he ſendeth forth his Angels, his Miniſtring Spi- 


Tits, that are ſent forth for the Heirs of Salvation; 


and his Miniſters in Flames of Fire, upon the Head 
of the Spiritual Wickedneſs of the Old Serpent; his 
Angels are his Meſſengers and Reapers, that bind 
the Tares in Bundles, and caſts them into the Fire: 
He is ſending forth his Angel, that hath the ſharp 
Sickle, that he may thruſt in his Sickle ; for the 
Harveſt is ripe. | „ 

To which of the Angels hath he ſaid at any time, 


Thou art my Son? Or to which of the Angels hath 


he ſaid at any time, Sit at my Right Hand? He 
hath not put in Subjection unto the Angels the 
World to come, whereof we ſpeak. rd ow, 

But unto the Son he hath ſaid, Thou art my Son, 
this Day have I begotten thee. Aſk of me, and I 
will give thee the Heathen for thine Inheritance, 


and the utmoſt parts of the Earth for thy Poſſeſſion. 


And unto the Son he hath ſaid, Sit thou on my 


Right Hand, until all thine Enemies be thy Foot- 


ſtool. Yea, unto the Son he hath ſaid, Thy Throne, 


O Gold, is for ever and ever; a Scepter of Righte- 


ouſneſs is the Scepter of thy Kingdom. Thou haſt 


loved Righteouſneſs, and hated Iniquity; therefore 


God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the 
Oil of Gladneſs above thy Fellows» Though the 
Heathen raged, and the Wicked hath imagined vain 
things, yet hath the Lord ſet his King upon his 
holy Hill of Sion; and he hath anointed him to 
preach Glad - tidings to the Poor, Liberty to the 

: | Captives; 


nn __ 
Captives; and he hath anointed him to proclaim 
the acceptable Year of the Lord, and the Day of 
Vengeance of our God: And he hath anointed him 
to open the blind Eyes, and to unſtop the deaf Ears, 
and to cauſe the Tongue of the Dumb to ſing, and 
to looſe the Tongue of the Stammerer, that he may 
ſpeak plainly, &c. He hath anointed him to make 
the Lame to leap: and ſkip as an Heart: He hath 


anointed him to ſet open the Priſon-doors, and to 


bring forth the Priſoners out of the Priſon-houſe ; 
and thoſe that have long ſitten in Darkneſs, and 
under the Vail of the Shadow of Death, he hath - 
anointed him to bring them forth, that they may 
ew themſelves, that upon them his Glorious Light 
may ſhine. He hath anointed him to bring again 
that which hath been driven away, and to gather 
together again that which hath been ſcattered; and 
to make the Priſoners of Hope to rejoyce, that have 
fo long lain in the Pit, where there is no Water. 
He hath anointed him to raiſe up the Tabernacle 
unto David, and to make up the Breaches thereof, 
He hath anointed him to bring back the Captivity 
of Fudah and Feruſalem, and the whole Seed of / 
rael, and to unite and knit together into one the 
Houſe of Judah and the Houſe of Fo/epb, the Houſe 
of David and the Houſe of Jſrael. He hath anointed 
him to enlarge Japhet, that he may dwell in the 
Tents of Shem. | | | 
He that is the Light of the Gentiles, and the 
Glory of his People 1/racl, and the Salvation to the 
ends of the Earth. | 1 
He is the Lord's Anointed, for the taking away 
of that middle Wall of Partition, that Wall of Se- 
paration between Jews and Gentiles, that Law of 
Commandments that was contained in Ordinances, 
which was contained in an outward Temple, that 
Was contained in an outward Covenant, and an 
outward Prieſthood, and outward Offerings, and 
outward Waſhings and Sacrifices, which the Apoſtle 
calls a Worldly Sanctuary and Beggarly Rudi mm ” 
| | | lat 
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hath aboliſhed all theſe in his Fleſh, and thereby 
hath flain the Eninity, and nailed them to his Croſs; 
and he hath made to himſelf of twain one new Man, 
and ſo making Peace; and that he might reconcile 
both Jew and Gentile unto God in one Body ; for 
through him we have both acceſs by one Spirit unto 
the Father. - 5 

S80o now, it's neither Circumciſion nor Uncir- 
cumciſion that avails, but a new Creature, and a 
new Creature in Chriſt Jeſus: For he is our Peace, 
who hath made both one ; which the Apoſtle ſaith, 
1s a Myſtery, which in other Ages was not made 
| known to the Sons of Men, that the Gentiles ſhould 
be Fellow-Heirs, and of the ſame Body, and Parta- 
kers of his Promiſes in Chriſt (by the Goſpel) in 
whom is hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge. For he hath taken away the Firſt Covenant 
and Law, that he might eſtabliſh the Second Cove- 
nant written in the Heart: And he hath taken a- 
way the Firſt Prieſthood, that could not ſtand 
by reaſon of Death, that he might eſtabliſh the 
Second Prieſthood, that is not made by the Law 
of a Carnal Commandment, but by the Power 
of an Endleſs Life. And he hath taken away 
the outward Offerings and Sacrifices, that he 
might eſtabliſh the One Offering. He hath 
taken away the Firſt Temple, that Solomon built, 
that he might eſtabliſn the Second Temple of his 
Body, which 1s his Church, that the Glory of this 
latter Houſe may far exceed the Glory of the for- 
mer. He is the Mediator of a better Covenant, 
eſtabliſhed upon better Promiſes, an Everlaſting 
Covenant, that never can be broken, written not 
in Tables of Stone, but in Fleſhly Tables of the 
Heart. 5 : | | 

_ By this one Offering, which he hath offered up, 
even himſelf, through the Eternal Spirit once for all, 
he hath perfected for ever them that are ſanctified, 
of what Nation or People ſoever, Jew or Gentile, Bar- 
barian, Scythian, Bond or Free, Male or Female, ow 
| on, that 


* 


L536 1 SS | 
that ever comes to God by him, he is able to ſave 
to the utmoſt, & c. E 

By this one Offering he hath opened a living Foun- 
tain, not only for Judah and Jeruſalem to waſh in, 
but whoſoever is a-thirſt, of what Nation ſoever, 
they may come unto him and drink. 

For in the Days of his Fleſh, he invited all that 
were a-thirſt to come unto him and drink, John 7. 


37, 38, 39. 
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And this he ſpoke of his Spirit, which he- was 
then going to poùr forth, which he hath now large- 
Iy manifeſted, which he is pouring upon all Fleth, - 

upon his Sons and upon his 'Daughters, upon his 
Servants and upon his Hand-maids. 

And the Taberna@le of God is now with Men, and 
he dwells with them, and they are his People, and 
God himſelf is with them, and is their God. 
And the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is building the Temple, 
which is his Church, which is made up of living 
Stones: He that is greater than Solomon hath laid 
his Foundation in Sion; he hath laid the Rock and 
Corner-Stone; he is building up Spiritual Sion, the 
City of his Solemnity; the wiſe Maſter-Builder is at 
work, and he is building up that City that our Fa- 
ther Abraham looked for, whoſe Buildeg and Maker 
is God; his Word is at Work, his Spirit is at work, 
his Power and Light is at work, his Grace and 
Truth is at work: He that lays true Judgment to 
the Line, and Righteouſneſs to the Plummet in the 
Hearts of Men and Women, he is at work: He that 
ſits in the midſt of the Throne, and in the midſt of 
the Four Beaſts, and in the midſt of the Four and 
Twenty Elders, as a Lamb that hath been ſlain: He 
that hath the ſeven Eyes, and the ſeven Horns, 
which are the ſeven Spirits of the living God, ſent 
forth throughout all the Earth, and runs to and 
fro, and ſees both before and behind; the gather- 
ing is unto him, yea, the gathering of all Nations 


3s unto him. 


He that walked in the midſt of the ſeven Golden 
N %%ͤñ 


— [ 527 ] 2 
Candleſticks, which hath not only the Uim and 
Thummim, but the Light of Lights, Perfection of 
oe wages Glory of Glories, and Holineſs to the 

ord. | 

And this 1s that pure River of the Water of Life, 
proceeding out of the Throne of God, and of the 
Lamb; in the midft of it, and of either ſide of it, 

is the Tree of Life: Bleſſed are they that do his 
Commandments, that they may have Right to the 
Tree of Life, and enter in through the Gates into 
the City. | 

He is that Tree of Life that ſtands in the midſt 
of the whole Paradiſe of God, which bears his Fruit 
every Month, whoſe Leaves are for the healing of 
the Nations. 755 | 

So all Nations, and all the Ends of the Earth, 

muſt look unto him, if they be ſaved, who hath 
delivered us from the Power of Darkneſs, and hath 
tranſlated us into the Kingdom of his dear Son,, who 
is the Image of the Inviſible God, the Firſt-born of 
every Creature. „ 

He is the Head of his Body, the Church, who is 
anointed with the Oil of Gladneſs above his Fel- 
lows ; and in him Uwells all the Fulneſs of the God- 
head bodily, Col. 1. 19. and he diſpenſes of his Ful- 
neſs throughout his whole Body; and the precious 
Oil, with which he is anointed, flows plentifully 
to every Member, who holds the Head, and abideth 
in the Unity, and keeps in the Savour of his good 
Ointment ; for that is as the Dew of Hermon, and 
as the Dew that deſcendeth upon the Mountains of 
Sion; for there there the Lord commandeth his Bleſ- 
ſing, even Life for evermore; which is a Myſtery 
that hath been hid from Ages and Generations, but 
now is made manifeſt to his Saints; to whom God 
would make known what is the Riches of the Glory 
of this Myſtery among the Gentiles, which is Chriſt 
in us the Hope of Glory, whom the Apoſtle preached, 
warning every Man, and teaching every Man, in all 

Wiſdom, that he might preſent every Man perfect in 

Chriſt leſus, c. 1 And. 
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And this is our Way, and the Truth; and there 
is no other Way nor Name under the whole Heaven, 
but jeſus Chrift, by which any can be ſaved; | 
to which Name every Knee muſt bow, and every 
Tongue confeſs. For it is he that is crowned with 
Glory and Honour, that by the Grace of God he 
ſhould taſte Death for every Man, that through 
Death he might deſtroy him that had the Power of 
Death, which is the Devil. „ 

He hath blotted out the Hand-writing of Ordi- 
Dances, and hath taken it away, nailing it to his 
Croſs. | | | | 
And he hath ſpoiled Principalities and*Powers, 
and hath openly triumphed over them.  _ 

So in this great Work of the Lord Jefus Chriſt, in 
which he hath given himſelf for his Body, which 
is his Church, he hath made no difference in this 
Work between Male and Female, but they are all 
one in Chriſt Jeſus, -whoſe Faith and Belief ſtands 
in his Name and Power, who are ſanctified and 
cleanſed : So he preſents his Glorious Church unto 
himſelf, (not having Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch 
thing) which 1s his Body, the Fulneſs of him that 
| Hilleth all in all, Ephe/c 1. 22, 23. | 


FUSTSCEEFL 

X Nd bleſſed and happy are all the Faithful, that 
| are conſtant, true and obedient to the Lord's 
Eternal Light, Spirit and Truth; that ſo the holy 
Anointing, which they have received from the be- 
ginning, abide in them, and they abide in it, then 

have they Fellowſhip with the Son and with the Fa- 
ther: For that was the Reaſon why the Apoſtle 
John writ in his Epiſtle to the Saints, it was con- 
cerning them that did ſeduce them; therefore he 
ſaid, Let that abide in you, which you have heard 
from the beginning; if that which you have heard 
from the beginning remain in you, ye alſo ſhall con- 
tinue in the Son and in the Father, 1 John 2. wy) * 
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And this is the Safety and Preſervation of all the 


Faithful, to keep to the holy Unction, and Anoint- 
ing of the Holy One, which they have received of 
him, which is in them, and which was in the be- 
ginning, is and ever ſhall be the Saints Teacher, that 
never changes; here are the Saints and Faithful in 
Chrift Jeſus preſerved. N TE 

But there was a Spirit in the Apoſtles Days, that 
came in privily, and drew away many after their 
pernicious ways, as may be ſeen in 2 Pet. 2. Which 
did fulfil the Prophecy of the Apoſtle Paul to Timo- 
hy, where he ſaith, That the Spirit ſpoke expreſly, 
That ſome ſhould depart from the Faith, giving 
heed to ſedueing Spirits, and Doctrines of Devils, Cc. 
Alſo Jude is very zealous againſt that Spirit, as 


may be read in his Epiſtle. But as the Apoſtles, Peter 


and Jude, ſay, If God ſpared not the Angels, which 
kept not their firſt Eſtate, but left their own Habi- 
tation, who was caſt down to Hell, to be reſerved 


in Chains of Darkneſs unto the Judgment of the 


ereat Day; 8 | 

And therefore let all beware and take heed, in the 
Fear of the Lord God, to keep to the true Teſtimony 
of God in their own Hearts, and to the true Touch- 
Stone, that God has placed in them; and not be- 
lieve every Spirit, ,but try the Spirits, whether they 


be of God, tor many falſe Spirits are gone out into 


the World, &c. | "= 
We are of God, ſaith the Apoſtle; he that know- 


eth God, heareth us; he that is not of God, heareth _ 
not us: Hereby know we the Spirit of Truth, and 


the Spirit of Error, 1 John 4. 6. | | 
This is the ſame Spirit ſtill, and God is the ſame, 

and his Power and Spirit is the ſame. TE. 
And let all the Oppoſers of his Spirit read their 

Portion in the Epiſtles of Peter and Fude. 
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To Tho. Lower, and his Fellow-Sufferer 


for the T eflimony of Feſus, when they 
were Præmunir'd, and Priſoners in 


Lanceſton-Goal, oo 


Dear Son Lower, Cc. VVV 

I. the dear and precious Bleſſed Unity of the Eter- 

nal Spirit, and Fellowſhip of the Goſpel of Peace, 
in this is my Heart and Soul's Love remembred un- 
to thee, and to all thy dear Brethren and fellow- 
Priſoners with thee, that ſuffer for the Feſtimony of 
Jeſus; my Soul's Deſire is to the Powerful God for 
you all, That you may be more than Conquerors in 


_ Chriſt Jeſus, who is the great King, and Lord over 


all, and hath all Power in Heaven and Earth in his 
Hands, and all the Inhabitants of the Earth are but 
as Graſhoppers before him; and therefore with Hearts 
and Courage may his Servants and Children ſuffer 
for him, without Fear or Fainting, under thoſe that 
have but Power over the outward Man: The Lord 
Preſerve you in the Dominion over them all; and I 
am glad to hear-in every Letter that comes from thee, 
that ye are well ſatify'd and content: And I know 
certainly, the Lord will never be wanting to you, 
as ye keep faithful and true, and ſingle-hearted to 
him; his Eye beholds and ſees all that his and your 
Enemies can do unto you, and a juſt and righteous 
Reward from him they will ſurely receive, Cc. 

And my dear Love is unto thee, in that which 
never changes, which gives Peace, and Content, and 
Faith to look over that which changes. 


Thy dear Mother in the Lord, 
Swarthmore, 7he 287h of | 
tbe 1th Month, 1682. 


To 
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To King William. 


TC hath pleaſed Almighty God to bring me unto 
this place, Two Hundred Miles from my out- 
ward Dwelling in my old Age (being entred into 


the 85th Year of my Age) to bear my Teſtimony 


for that Eternal Truth, which I, and many more 
are made Partakers of, praiſed be the Lord; and L 
am not free and clear to return to my Habitation, 
until I have cleared my ſelf unto this Government. 
I was exerciſed in this manner the firſt Year King 
Charles the Second came to the Crown, and laboured 
amongſt them a whole Year, to acquaint them, and 
give them to underſtand our Principles, in giving 
Letters and Papers unto them for that end. And 
great Oppoſition we had both from Church and 
State, yet it pleaſed God to cauſe them to give us 


ſome Liberty to worſhip him, tho ſometimes under 


great Suffer ings. 

And now I am to acquaint King Villiam, that we 
have been a People for about Forty Six Years, and 
have lived under ſeveral Reigns, and we have ſuf- 
fered very much, as it is weil known to-the Nation 
of England, even to the Death of ſeveral Hundreds, 


by Impriſonment and other Hardſhips, and yet we 


were never found in Tranſgreſſion of any Juſt or 
Righteous Law, but only upon account of our Con- 
ſciences towards God; that was the cauſe of our 


\ Suffering; and not for Evil or Wrong done to any 


Man or Government : For our Principle, which we 
teſtifie of, is the Light of Jeſus Chriſt, and his Eter- 
nal Spirit, which leads into all Truth and Righte- 


ouſneſs, but not into any Untruth or Evil Actions: 


And if any bearing the ſame Name amongſt us, 


have tranſgreſſed againſt the precious Truth and 


Royal Law of Liberty, we do with the ſame Spirit 
Judge and condemn them, where-ever they are found. 
And we do deny all Plotting and Contriving * 
| Mm | the 


J -: 
the Government, and all falſe and under-hand Deal- 
ing; and we live in that Principle, which is righ- 
teous, juſt and true; for God is a God of Truth, 
and bleſſed are all they that fear him, and walk in 
his Truth. And now God has placed thee over us, 
in this Government, who haſt been very moderate 
and merciful to us, and we live very comfortably 
under thee and it, and do enjoy our Meetings quiet- 
ly, which formerly we were much diſturbed in, 
which was a great Suffering upon us; and God has 
bleſſed thy Government, and proſpered thy Under- 
takings; for which, the King, and we have cauſe 
to bleſs his holy Name, who 1s a God of Peace, and 
his Son is Prince of Peace, who now has given us 
Peace and Tranquility, for which we praiſe his 
holy Name; and thy Gentle Government and Cle- 
mency, and Gracious Acts, God hath and will Re- 
ward thee for: And as we abide in that Juſt and 
Righteous Principle of the Eternal God, by which 
we ought all to be guided, I hope the Government 
ſhall never hear worſe of us; but that we ſhall ra- 
ther be a Bleſſing than Grievance to it and the Na- 
tion : For ſo it will be, as we continue in the bleſſed 
Truth; in which I pray God for thy Preſervation, 
who am his Servant, and thy faithful Subject, 


London, the 24th of the ath | Margaret Fox. 
Month, calledJune, 1698. 


Delivered to the King the 25th of the 
4th Month, by Suſan Ingram. 


Jo Edmund Waller. 

Dear Friend. | | LD dds 
Should have been glad to have ſeen thee before I 

had returned to my outward Habitation, under- 


 fanding; that thou haſt made Choice of that bleſſed 
Truth that we bear witneſs to, I cannot but ſay, It is 


well 


[ 533] 
well that thou haſt choſen the better part, which, 
if thou abide in, and obey, it will never be taken 
from thee. I perceive by ſome Letters from thee, 
which I have heard read, that there is a Work of 
God begun in thy inward Man, where he works in 
his People, the new Creation in Chriſt Jeſus, which 
1s unto Righteouſneſs, Holineſs and Purity. The 
Apoſtles writ to the Saints, and defired that the Eyes 
of their Underſtandings might be opened, and that 
they might be ſtrengthned in the inward Man: 


Here is the Coming of Chrift the Second time with- 


out Sin unto Salvation : This 1s the great Work that 
God is working in this his day in the Hearts of his 
People, as it was in the days of the Apoſtles; in 
which tinfe there was ſome, though they profeſſed 
all one thing, yet there was Diviſions amongſt them 
concerning ſome things, even betwixt Paul and Peter. 
And the N writ to the Corintbians, though he 


had eſpouſed them to one Huſband, yet he was a- 


fraid of them, leſt the Serpent ſhould beguile them, 
through his Subtilty, as he did Eve, from the Sim- 
plicity which is in Chriſt. The Simplicity that is 
in _ is fingle, naked and innocent, without ends. 
Now the Sabtilty of the Serpent is to draw aſide 
for ends, and to appear another thing than it is in 
reality; the Subtilty hurts the Simplicity: But 
where Chriſt is the Leader and Guider, there will 
he bleſs and proſper; and he is an unchangeable 
Gon and fo ought all his Children and Servants 
on A 

So to this God, that is merciful, conſtant and 
faithful, I commit thee, to perfect his Work by his 
Word in thee, who is God over all, bleſſed for ever, 


From thy Wel-wiſhing Friend in the Truth, 


London, the 25th of the Margaret Fox. ; 
4th Month, 16998. . 1 


4 
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An Epiſtle to Friends. 
Dear Friends, Brethren and Siſters, = 
OD the Father of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour 


Jeſus Chriſt, is an univerſal God of Mercy and 
Love to all People; and in that bleſſed Love, he vi- 


ſited us, in an acceptable Time, and in a Day of Sal- | 


vation, Cc. And he that early brought unto us the 


Glad-tidings of the Goſpel of Peace, he continued 


in the Body, amongſt God's Plantation up and down 


Forty Years; and we had from him certain Dire&i- 


ons and Inſtructions upon many weighty Accounts 
and Occaſions; he hath left us ſeveral Writings and 
Records, to be practiſed -according to the Goſpel, 
which he preached amongſt us; and we have lived 


under the Teaching of that bleſſed Eternal Spirit of | 


the Eternal God, which he directed us to, unto this 
day: And now it 1s good for us all to go on and 
continue hand in hand, in the Unity and Fellowſhi 
of this Eternal Spirit, in Humility and Lowlineſs 
of Mind, each eſteeming others better than our 
ſelves: And this is well- pleaſing unto God. 
And let us all take heed of touching any thing 
like the Ceremonies of the Jews, for that was diſ- 
pleaſing unto Chriſt ; for he came to bear witneſs 


againſt them, and teſtified againſt their outſide Pra- 


ctices, who told them of their Long Robes, and of 
their Broad Phylacteries, and againſt their Garniſh- 
ing the Sepulchers of the Prophets, and told them, 


Tf the Prophets had been there, they would have | 


killed them, as their Fathers did; and when they 
found fault with him for eating and drinking with 
Publicans and Sinners, he told them, That Publicans 


and Sinners ſhould enter into the Kingdom before 


them. So that we may ſee how ill he liked their 
outward Ceremonies. So let us keep to the Rule 
and Leading of the Eternal Spirit, that God hath 
given us to be our Teacher, and let that put on . 
[= 3 | : off, 
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off, as is meet and ſerviceable for every ones State 
and Condition: And let us take heed of limiting in 


ſuch Practices; for we are under the Goſpel Lead- 


ing, and Guiding, and Teaching, which is a free 
Spirit, which leads into Unity and Lowlineſs of 
Mind the Saints and Servants of Chriſt, deſiring to 
be Eſtabliſhed in the free Spirit, not bound nor li- 
mited. Legal Ceremonies are far from Goſpel- 


Freedom: Let us beware of being guilty, or having 


a hand in ordering or contriving that wiuch is con- 
trary to Goſpel- Freedom; for the Apoſtle would not 
have Dominion over their Faith, but to be helpers 


of their Faith. It's a dangerous thing to lead young 


Friends much into the obſervation of outward things, 
which may be eaſily done; for they can ſoon get 
into an outward Garb, to be all alike outwardly; 


but this will not make them true Chriſtians : It's 


the Spirit that gives Life; I would be loth to have 
a hand in theſe things. The Lord preſerve us, that 
we do no hurt to God's Work ; but let him work, 


whoſe Work it is: We have lived quietly and peace- 
ably thus far, and it's not for God's Service to make 


Breaches. = 


| A, argaret Fox: 
Swarthmore, the 0 
4th Month, 1698, 
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An IN DEX of the Books and Epiſtles | 


in the foregoing Collection. 


A Relation of Margaret Fell, Her Birth, Life, Teſti- 
mony, and Sufferings for the Lord's Everlaſting 


zeflor, and to. King Charles IT. and others, Hiſtori- 


cally Abſtrafed, and Related for Brevity's ſake, p. 15 


To Colonel Weſt, when he was a Member of Parliament, 


in Ohver's — and when George Fox was Pri- | 


 Joner at Carhifle, 1652. | p. 40 
A Preface to ſeveral Epiſtles to Friends, &c. p. 45 
An Epiſtle of M. Fells to Friends, 1653. Pp. 475 
A Letter to Francis Howgill, and others, when they 

were Priſoners at Appleby, 1653. 5 51 
An Epiſtle of M. Fell to Friends, 16534. P. 53 
An Epiſtle to Friends, by M. F. 1654. p. 56 


An Epiſtle to Friends, that were Priſoners in Lancaſter- 
Caſtle, by M. Fell, 1654. p. 59 
An Epiſtle of M. F's to the World, Prieſts, and People, 

concerning the Light; and for all People to Try their 


Teachers, by the Scriptures, &c. 1654. Pp. 60 | 


An Epiſtle to Friends at Grayrigge, 1655. P. 68 
A General Epiſtle of M. Fell, to Friends, 1655. p. 70 
To all the Profeſſors of the World, by M. F. 1656. p. 73 
An Epiſtle to Convinced Friends, in 1656. p.91 
An Epiſtle to Friends, 1666. „ 
A Letter to Samuel Fiſher, 1656. 1 
For Manaſſeth Ben-Iſrael: The call of the Fews out of 
Babylon, wh:ch is Good Tidings to the Meek, Liberty 
To the Captives, &c. 1656. P. 101 
A Teſtimony of the Touch-Stone, for all Profeſſions, and 
all Forms, andGather'd Churches, (as they call them) 
of what ſort ſoever, to try their dabbe and Foun- 
dation by, &c. 16566. P. 125 

A Tryal of the falſe Proplets. P. 144 


Truth in ber Generation: Given forth by her ſelf, p. l 
The Subſtance and Import of certain Letters and Papers 
of M. Fox to Oliver Cromwell, whilſt he was Pro- 
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An Index of the Books and Epiſtles, &c. 
A Loving Salutation to the Seed of Abraham among the 
Jews, and among all People upon the face of the Earth; 
and the ay of Truth opened tothem, c. p. 152 
Certain Queries to the Teachers and Rabbies among the 
Jews, 1657. | p. 190 


7 2 
An Epiſtle of M. F. to Friends, 1657. 1 


A Letter to W. Caton, in Holland, 1657. p- 194. 
To Fra. Howgill, and Tho. Robertſon, 1657. p. 195 
A General Epiſtle to Friends, in 1658. " P96 
An Epiſtle to Friends, 1659. p. 201 
A Declaration and an Information from us, the People 
of God called Quakers, to the preſent Governors, the 
King and both Houſes of Parhament, and all whom it 
may Concern: Deliver d to the King, 1660. p. 202 
To the Clergy, who are the Men that go about to ſettle 
Religion (as they ſay) according tothe Church of Eng- 
land ; Whether they may be Biſhops or Presbyters, or 
what Name ſoever they may go under, 1660. p. 211 
An Evident Demonſtration to God f Hel, which clear- 
Iy manifeſteth to them, 1. How neceſſary and expes 
dient it is for them to come to witneſs true Faith. 
2. That after they have attained to the Faith, it muſt 
be tried, as Gold is tried in the Fire. 3. It ſhews 
how, that many bave departed from the Faith, and 
denied it. 4. That the ſtanding of the Saints is by 
Faith in the Son of God. 5. How ſtrong Abraham 
was in the Faith, and how all that believe are to 
follow, 1660. 3s 3 
A True Teſtimony from the People of God, (who by the 
World are called Quakers) of the Doctrines of the 
Prophets, Chriſt and the Apoſtles, which is witneſſed 
unto by them, &c. p. 233. — Directed Jo all the pro- 
feſſed Teachers in the World, who go under the Name 
of Chriſtians, &c. 1660, . p. 237 
An Epiſtle to Friends, 1661. 271 


| | P 
An Epiſtle of M. Fell, to Friends in Ireland, in the 


Tear 1661. P. 274 


The Examination of Margaret Fell, before Fudge Twil- 
den, at the Aſſiæes held at Lancaſter, the 14th Day 
of the 1ſt Month, 166%. 0 * 


44 
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An Dudes of the Books and Epiſtles, Mc. 


To the Magiſtrates and People of England, 1664. p. 290 


An Epiſtle to the Flock of God, where-ever they are 


diſperſed upon the Earth, &c. 1664. 29 


An Epiſtle of M. Fell's to all Friends Priſoners at Lon- | 
don and Briſtol, and elſewhere, in 1664. p. 299 | 
A Call to the Univerſal Seed of God, throughout the ' 
whole World, to come to the Spiritual Worſhip, which | 
cCpbriſt Feſus hath ſet up, cc. p. 34 
A Letter ſent to King Charles, from M. F. 1666. p. 325 
Women's Speaking juſtified, proved, and allowed of by |: 
Scriptures, all ſuch as ſpeak by the Spirit and Power 
of the Lord Feſas, &c. | P. 331 
A farther Addition, in Anſwer to the Objecbtion concern- | 
ing Women keeping ſilent in the Church, &c. p. 344 | 
Touch. Stone; or, a Tryal by the Scriptures, of the | 
Prieſts, Biſhops, and Miniſters, both Papiſts and Pro- | 
teſtants, 1667. p. 351 | 
A Call unto the Seed of Iſrael, that they may come out | 


F Egypt's Darkneſs, and Houſe of Bondage, unto 
the Land of Reſt: Alſo, The Righteous Law of God 
juſtiſied, &c. 1668. „ 
An Epiſtle to go amongſt thoſe, whoſe Deſires ars after 


Truth, as it 1s in Feſus, where-ever they are ſcat- | 


tered throughout the Nations, &c. P. 492 
Certain Queries to all the World, Prieſts or others, 
who ſay, The Light is Natural. P.M 


The Daughter of Sion awakened, and putting on 


Strength, ſhe zs ariſing, and ſhaking her ſelf out of 
the Duſt, and putting on ber Beautiful Garments, 
1677. | . 1 85 509 
To Thomas Lower, and his Fellow-Sufferers * the 
Teſtimony of Feſus, when they were Præmunir'd, 
and Priſoners in Lanceſton-Goal, 1683. pi. 530 


E King William, 1698. | . $31 
To Edmund Waller, 1598. - P. 532 
An Epiſtle to Friends, 1698. p. 534 
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BOOKS Printal and Sold by J. Sowle, in White- Eart- 
Court in Gracious- ſtreet, 1710. 
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Acred Hiſtory; or the Hiſtorical Part of the Holy Scriptures oſthe | 

: OLD Teftament, digeſted into due Method, with reſpect co Or- | { 
der of Time and Place; with ſome Obſervations, tending to Illuſtrate ; 
the lame; with a Table to the whole, by Thomas Ellwood. Price 10 5. | 
Sacred Hiſtory ;z or the Hiftorical Part of the Holy Scriptures of the I 
NEW Teftament, digeſted into due Method, with reſpecho Ordet of 
Time and Place; with ſome Obſervations, tending to Hfuſtrate the | 
ame; with a Table to the whole, by Thomas Ellwood, Price 9 s. i 
A Journal, or Hiſtorical Account of the Life, Travels, Sufferings, 1 
Chriftian Experiences, and Labour of Love in the Work of the Miniſtry, 
of that Ancient, Eminent and Faithful Servant of jeſus Chriſt, George 
Fox. the {egond Edit ion in two Volumes Price 1o0s. 1 
A Collection of many Select and Chriſtian Epiſtles, Letters and Teſti- 
monies, written on ſundry Occaſions, by that Ancient, Eminent, Faith- i 
ful Friend and Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, George Fox. Priee 115. | 
Goſpel Truth Demonſtrated, in a Collection of Doctrinal Books, Con- | 
taining Principles, Eflential to Chriſtianity and Salvation, held amongft 4 
che People called Rzakzrs, given forth by that Faithful Miniſter of Jetus 
;- Þ& Chriſt, George Fox, Price 18 s. if 
1 Y The Enormous Sin of Covetouſneſs detected; with its Branches: Fraud p 
+7 Opprefion, Lying, Ingratitude, &c. And ſome Propoſals how to eſcape f: 
F theſe Dangerous and Deſtructive Evils. by William Crouch Price 2 s. | 
Scripture Truth demonſtrated, in 32 Sermons, or Declarations of Ste= 
d pben Criſp, late of Colchefter in E//tx, two of them not before Printed in | 
7 his other three Vol. now all done in one Vol. on a larger Caracter P.3 s i 
* The Work of William Dell, Miniſter of the Goſpel, and Maſter of !! 
Gonvil and Caixs Colledge in Cambridge: All Reprinted in x Vol. pr. 5 5. q 
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| A Diflertation concerning the Lords Supper. The ſecond part, by the 
2 Author of the Firſt part. Price 3 4. | 3 
35 An Encouragement early to Seek the Lord: And be Faithful to him: Ji 
6 In an Account of the LIFE and Services of that Ancient Servant of God, 4 
Thomes Thompſon, Price 6 d. 5 | 
A Brief account of the Riſe and Progreſs of the People called Quakers; 
of in which their Fundamental Principle, Doctrines, Worſhip, Miniſtry 
's, and Diſcipline, are plainly declared, to prevent the miſtakes and Perver- 
o) f'ons that Tgnorance and Prejudice may make to abuſe the Credulous. 
be With .a Summary Relation of the former Diſpenſation of God in the 
4 World, by way of Introduction. By W. Penn. Price bound 1s 
; The Chriſtian-Quaker, and his divine Teſtimony, ftated and vindi- 
30 cated, from Scripture, Reaſon and Authority. by . Penn. Price 25. 
31 A Treatiſe concerning Baptiſm, and the Supper. Sheu ing, that the 
32 One Baptiſm of the Spirit, and Spiritual Supper of the Lord, are only and 
alone, Eſſential, and Neceſlary to Salvation. Wherein, the Strongeft 
34 Arguments for the uſe of the Outward Baptiſm and Supper are Conſider 
ed, the People called Quakers Vindicated : and the greateſt Obje&ions | 
againft them, for their diſuſe of theſe Outward Signs are Anſwered, 
by Foſeph Pike. price bound 15.6 1. | 
The Works of Samuel Fiſher, in Folio. ? Primi. + 


—— 


3 4 9 — — — — — . > wt tap tis) s 


BOOKS Printed and Sold by J. Sowle: - 


Primitive Chriſtianity Revived, inthe Faith and Practice of the peo: 
ple called Quakers. Written in Teſtimony to the preſent - Diſpenſation 
of God, through them to the World; that Prejudices may be removed, 
the Simple informed, the Vell-inclined encouraged, and the Truth ang © 


its Innocent Friends rightly repreſented. by V. Penn. Price 1 5. 


A Defence of a Paper entituled, Gofpel-Truthbs, againſt the Exceptions 
of the Biſhopof Cors Teſtimony againft the Quekers, by V. P. pr. 15. 
An accoant of Vun penns Travels in Holland and Germany, for the 
Service of the Goſpel of Chriſt; by way of Journal. Containing alſo 
divers Letters and Epiſtles, writ to ſeveral great and Eminent perſons Y 
whilſt there; the ſecond Impreſſion. Corrected by the Author's own 
Copy; with Anſwers to ſome of the Letters not before Printed. price 26. 


VV. Penns Key in Engliſh price 3 4. French 4 d. 


Ergland's preſent Intereſt conſidered, with Honour to the Prince, and 
ſafety to the People, In Anſwer to this one Queſf ion, YFhat is moſt Fit, 
Eaſie, and Safe to be done, fer alla ing the Heat of contrary Intereſts, and 
makings them Conſiſt ent with the Proſperity of the Kingdom; Submitted ib 


the Confideration of our Superiours. by VV. Penn. price 1 8. 


More Fruits of Salitude; being the ſecond part of Reftect ions and Maxims 
relating to the Conduct of Humane. Life. by the Author of the former. 


price 94, 


The Harmony of Divine and Heavenly Doctrines, demonſtrated in ſundry | 


Declarations, on Varieiꝝ of Subjes. Preached at the Quakers Meetings 
in London, by Mr. V. Penn. Mr. G. VV hitebead. Mr. S. YYValdenfield. 
Mr. B. Cole. taken in Short-had, as it was delivered by them, and now 
 Fiaithfully tranſcribed and publiſbed for the Information of thoſe, who by 
reaſon of Ignorance, mij have received à prejudice againf# them. by a Lo- 
ver of that people. price 15. 64. 5 

No Croſs, No Crown. A Diſcourſe ſhewing the Nature aud Diſcipline 
of the Holy Croſs of Chri? ; and this the Denyal of Self, and daily bearing 
of Chriſt's Croſs, is the alone way to the Reff and K ingdom of God. to 
which is added, ibe living and dying Teftimonies of divers Perſons of Fame 
and Learning, in Fa4your of the Vertue and temperance recomended in this 
Treatiſe. by W. Penn. the Sixth Eddition. price 3 8. 

The Harmony of the Old and New Teſtament. and the fullfilling of the 
Prophets, concerning our Lord and Sæviour Jeſus Chriſt, and bis K ingdom 
end Glory inthe latter Days with a Brief Concordance of the Names and 
Attributes, c. given unto Chriſt: and ſome Texts of Scripture col- 
jedted, concerning Chris's Humiliation and Sufferings, alſo his Excellent 
Dignity and Glorification. Publiſhed for the benefit of Chriſtians and [ews 
by John Tomkins. with an Appendix tothe Jews, by W. Penn. the 34 
Edit. with Additions, price 1 s. | | 

The Works of the Long Mournful and Sorely- Diſtreſſed Iſaac Penning- 
ton, whom the Lord in his tender Merey at Jength viſited and relieved, h 
the Miniſtry of that Deſpiſed People, called Quakers; and in the ſpringings 
of that Light, Life and Holy power in him, which they had truly and faith- 
fully tetified of, and directed bis Mind to, were theſe things written, and 
now publiſhed as a thankful teſt imony of the good neſs of the Lord to him, and 
for the Benefit of others. Jn two Parts. price 12 5. | 

The Forte of tha: memorable and ancient Servant of Ie briſt, Stephen 
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Criſp 3 containing alſo à Iournal of bis Life, giving an Account of his Cons 
vincement, Travels, Labours and Sufferings in and for the ijruth. price 5 5. 

Truth's Innocency and Simplicity ſhining, through the Converſion, 
Goſpel-Miniſtry, Labours, Epiſtles of Love, Teſtimonies and War- 
nings, to Profeſſors and Profane (with the Loag and Patient Suffer 
ings) of that Ancient and Faithful Miniſter and Servant of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Thomas Taylor. price bound 5 . | 

The Memory of the Righteous revived, being a Collection of the 
Books and written Epiſtles of ohn Camm and Fobn Audlard ; together 
with ſeveral Teſtimonies relating to thoſe two faichful Labourers. p, 29. 

The deſign of Chriſtianity teſtified, in the Books, Epiſtles, aud Ma- 
nuſcripts, of that Ancient and faithful Servant of Chriſt Jeſus, obn 
Crook, who departed this Life the 26 th Day of the 2d Month, 1699. 
in the Eighty-ſecond Year of his age. price 3 s. 6d. 

A Collection of the writings and Epiltles of our ancient deceaſed 
Friend 7obn FYYbitebead, price 3s. > | 

Sion's Travellers comforted, and the Diſobedient Warned. In a Col 
lect ion of Books and Epiſtles of that Faithful Miniſter of jeſus Chriſt 
Charles Marſbal, price 3 8. | = | 

A Colle&ion of the Chriſtian writings Labours, Travels and Suffer- 
ings, of that faithful and approved Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, Koger 
Hadock. with an account of his Death and Burial. price bound 1s. 9d. 

An Apology for the trye Chriftian Divinity, as the ſame is held 
Forth and Preached by the People, called in Scorn Quakers; Being a 
Full Examination and Vindication of their Principle and Doctrines, by 
many arguments, deduced from Scripture and right Reaſon, and the 
Teftimonies of Famous Authors, beth ancient and Modern, with a full 
Anſ wer to the ſtrongeſt Objections uſually made agaiaſt them, By 
Robert Barclay. the Fifth Edition in Engliſh. price bound 4 s. 

Robert Barclay's Apology Tranſlated into F rench, for the Information 
of Strangers. price 5 8. 7 | 

New England Judged, In two Parts. Firſt, Containing a Brief Re- 
lation of the Sufferings of the People called Quakers in New England, 
from the Time of their firſt Arrival there, in the Year 1655, to the 
Year 1660. Wherein their Mercileſs Whippings, Chainings, Finings, 
Impriſonings, Starvings, Burning in the Hand, Cutting off Bars, and 
putting to Death, with divers other Cruelties, inflicted upon the Bodies 
ol Innocent Men and Women, only for Conſcience- ſake, are briefly de- 
ſcribed. Second Part, being a farther Relation of the cruel Suffer- 


ings of the People called Quakers in New England, continued from 


Anno 1660, to Anno 1685. Peginning with the Sufferings of 
William Leddra, whom they put to Death. Pabliſhed by George Bi- 
Pop, in Anno 1661 and 1667. and now ſome-what abreviated. with 
an Appendix, containing the Writings of ſeveral of the Sufferers; with 
ſome Notes, ſhewing the Accompliſhment of their Prophecies, and A 
Poſtſcript of the Judgments of God, that have befallen divers of their 


; Perſecutors. Alfo, an Anſwer to Cotton Mather's abuſes of the ſaid Peo- 


ple, in bis late Hiſt :ry of New England, printed anno 1702. price 32. 
Vindiciæ Veritatis ; Or an Occaſional Defence of the Principles «nd 
; 4 2 Practices 
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PraQiees of the People called Quakers : In Anſwer 10 a Treatiſe of John 
Stillingfleet's, miſcalled, Scaſonable Advice concerning Quakeriſm, c. 
By Daniel Phillips, M. D. price 18. 6 d. | 

Two Treatiſes of Thomas Lawſon's Deceaſed. The Fir A Mite into 
tlbe Treaſury, being a word 10 Artiſts, eſpecially Heptatechnifts, rhe Profeſ. 
ors of the Seven Liberal Aris: Shewing what is therein owned by the People 
call'd Quakers, and what i denied by them : with ſeveral other things touehe 
ing the Divinity of the Heathen, and School-titles, Habits, Degrees, &c. 
The Second, à Treatiſe relating to the Call, Work, and Wages of the Mini- 
fters of C brift and Antichriſt. price 1 8. 6 d. | 

Piety Promoted, in-a Collection of the Dying Sayings of many of the People 
called Quakers. with à Brief account of ſome of their Labours in the Goſpel, 
and ſufferings for the ſame, In three Parts by john Tomkins, price 
bound 1s. each Pare. 6: 

A Catechiſm and Confeſſion of Faith. by Robert Barclay: price 9d. 
Fruits of Retirement ; or Miſcellaneous Poems, Moral and Divine: Be- 
ing ſome Letters, Contemplations, &c. written on Variety of Subjets ; By 
M. Mollineux, late of Leverpool, deceaſed. price 15.6 d. 

Truth Prevalent; and the Quakers diſcharged from the Norfolk 
Rector's Furious Charge. In a Sober Anſwer tot heir Book, falſly ſtil- 
ed, The Principles of the Quakers further ſhe wn 10 be Blaſphemous and 
Seditious: By theſe thus remarked Authors, viz. Edward Beckam, 
D. D. Rectorof Graton-Thorp; Henry Meriton, M. A. Rector of Ox- 

- borough, Lancaſt er Topcliff L. L. B. Rector of Huchwald ; Norfolk, 
Upon due Examination Anſwered, by G. Whitehead. price 2 5. 

A Light ſhining out of Darkneſs : Oy, Occaſional Queries, (ubmitted to 
the Fudgment of ſuch as would enquire into the true State of things in our 
Times. the whole Work reviſed by the Author, the Proof's Engliſhed and 
augmented, with ſundry Material Diſcourſes concerning the Miniſtry, Separ- 
tion, Inſpiration, Scriptures, Humane Learning, Oaths, Tithes, &c. 
with à brief Apolog for the Quakers, that they are not Inconſiſtent with 
Magiftracy. by an indifferent but Learned Hand. the 3d. Edit. pr. 15. 6d. 

God's Protect ing Providence, Man's ſureſt Help and Defence, in Times 
of the greateſt Difficulty, and moſt eminent Danger. Evidenced in the Re. 
markable Deliverance of Robert Barrow, with divers other Perſons, from 

the devouring Waves of the Sea, among which they ſuffered Shipmrack : and 
alſo, from the crue! Devouring Faws of the Inhumane Canibals of Florida. 
Faithfully related by one of the Perſons concerned therein, J. Dickenſon. 84. 

A Seripture Carchiſm for Children, by Ambroſe Rigge. price B. 6 4. 
 _ Truth's Vindication; or, a gentle Stroke to wipe off the foul Aſper- 
ſions, falſe Acculations and Miſrepreſentations, caſt upon the People 
of God, called Quakers, both with reſpect to their Principle, and their 
way of proſelyting people over to them. price bound 15. 

A brief Teſtimony to the great Duty of Prayer; ſhewing the 
Nature and Benefit thereof; to which is added, many Eminent and 
Select Inftances of God's Anſwer to Prayer: Collected out of the 
Record of Holy Scriptures, by F. T. one of the People called Quakers: 
With a Poſtſcript by F. F. The Second Edition, with additions. p. & d. 
The Poor Mechanick's Plea, againſt the Rich Clergy's ys : 
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ewing T itbes are no Goſpel-Miniſters Maintenance: In a my and Pl ain 
Method, how that Tithes, (as now paid) are both Inconſiſtent with the Deſp en- 
ſation of the Law, and Diſpenſation of the Goſpel. alſo how they were 
brought into the Church many Bundred Years after Cc hrift, and teſtified 4 
gainſt by ſeveral ancient Chriſtians and Martyrs, with ſeveral ſober Reaſons 
againſt the payment of them, By J. Bockett. price 3 d. | | 

Academia Cœleſtis: The Heavenly Univerſety ;. or, the Higheſt School, 
where alone is that Higheſt teaching, the teachiug of the Heart. gy Francis 
Rouſe, ſome time Proveft of Baton Colledge. A Treatiſe written above 
threeſcore Tears ſince. the third Edition, Reviſed and Compared with the 
Latin, price 15. 8 : ET 

A Diſſertation of the Small Pox, by Daniel P hillips, ar bis Commencing 
Dodtor of Phyſich, in th? Univerſity of Leyden in Holland, in the Tear 
1696. tranſlated by T. E. price-g d. | 

Mercy covering the Judgment Seat ; and Life and Light Triumphing 
over Death and Darkneſs: In the Zord's Tender Vifitation, and Wond- 
erful Deliverance, of One that Sat in Darkneſs, and in the Region and 
Shadow of Death. Witneſſed unto in certain Epiſtles and Papers cf 
living Experience. by Richard Claridge. price 6 d. 

Lux Evangelica Atteftata. Or a further Teftimony to the ſufficiency of the 
Light within. Being 4 Reply to George Keith's Cenſure, in his Book, in- 
tizuled, An account of the Quakers Politicks, upon certain paſſages in my 


Boot, intituled, Mercy covering the Judgment-ſeat, Ce. For the 


clearing of Truth from G. K's Miſrepreſentations, and ſatisfying of ſober 
Enquirers into the true ftate of the Comroverſie between us. by R. Claridge. 15. 

Anguis Flagellatus; or 2 Switch for the Snake. Being an anſwer to the 
third and It Edition of ibe Snake in the Grals, wherein the quthor's 
Injuſt ice and Falſhood, both in Quot arion and Story, are diſcovered and obvi- 
ated; and the Truth Do&vrinally delivered by ms, ſtated and maintained, in 
oppoſition to his Miſrepreſemation and Peruerſion. By Joſeph Wyeth, 
10 which is added, A Supplement, by G. W. price 4s. 

The Clergy-Man's Pretence of Divine Right to Tithes, Fxamined and 
Refuted. Being 4 full anſwer to W. W's Fourth Letter, in bis Book , In- 
tituled, The Clergy's Legal Right to Tithes aſſerted. By ]- Gratton. 6d. 

A Treatiſe concerning Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. Shewing that the 
true Diſcipl's of Cbri are ſent to Baptiſe Men into the Name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt; for the carrying on of which, Chrift is with them, 
and will be, to the End of the World, alſo a few words concerning the 
Lord's Supper; ſhewing, that thoſe that Sup with him, are in his Kingdom, 
By John Gratton. price 9 4. . — 4 

A Bri:f Concordauce of the Names and attributes, with ſundry Texts, Re- 
lating unto our Blefſed Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. Collected out of the 
Scriptures. by John Tomkins. price 4 d. | 

A brief Apology in behalf of the People called Quakers. written for the In- 
formation of our ſober end well-inclined Neighbours in and about the town of 
Warminſter in the count y of Wilts. By W. Chandler. A. Þ yot. J. Hodges. 
and ſome others. price 6 4. 
be Saints Travel to Spiritual Canaan; wlerein are diſcovered ſeveral 
falſe Reſts, ſhort of the true Spiritus coming of Chriſt in his People, hr 
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4 brief Diſcovery of what the coming of Chriſt in Spirit is, who is the alone | 
true Reſt and center of Spirits. By R. Wilkenſon. the ſecond Edit. pr. 18. 
The P. fibility and Neceſity of the Immediate Revelationof the Spirit of 
God, towerds the Foundation and Ground of true Faith proved, In a Letter © 
writ in Latin to the Heer Paets; and now put into Engliſh By R. Barclay, | 
price 3 4 : | 
A Plain account of certain Chriſt ian Experienees, Labours, Services, | 
and Sufferings, of that Ancient Servant, and Minifter cf Cbriſt, Roger 
Hebden. containing both Warning, Conſolation, and Inſt ruct ion in Righte. 
ouſneſs. price 6d, | | 
Judas and the chief Prieſts confp iring to betray Chriſt and bis Follow. 


ers: Or, an Apoſtate convicted, and iruth Defend:d. In anſwer to George 


Keith's Fourth ( Falſe, Partial) Narrative of his Proceedings at Turners. 
Hall ( 494:nft the Quakers ) &c. By J. Whiteing, price 25. 6d, 

The Arraignment of Popery . Being a Collection taken out of the 
Chronicles, and other Books of the tate of the Church in the primitive 
Times. I. The ſtate of the Papiſt, how long it was before the Univerſal 
Pope and Maſs was ſet up; and the bringing in of Rudiments, Tra- 
ditions, Beads, Images, Purgatory, Tythes and Inquiſitions. II. 


A Relation of the Cruelties they acted after the Pope got up, being 


worſe than Turk and Heathen; New Rome proving like Old, III. What 
the People of England worſhipped before they were Chriſtians. IV. 
To which is added, the Blood of the Martyrs is the Seed of the Church. 
With ſeveral other things, very profitable for all that Fear God to 
read, try, and give Judgment by the Spirit of Truth againſt the 


Worſhip of the Beaſt and —_ price bound 1s, 6d. 


The peoples Antient and Juſt Liberties Aſlerted, in the Tryal of 


William Penn, and William Mead, at the Seſſions held at the Old Batly, 


in London, the Firſt, Third, Fourth and Fifth of Sept. MD CLXX. a. 
gainſt the moſt arbitrary Procedure of that Court. price 4 4. 

The Spirit of the Martyrs Revived , in a brief compendious Collection 
of the moſt Remarkabe Vaſſages and Riving Teſtimonies of the true Church, 


| Seed of God, and Faithful Martyrs in all Ages. contained in ſeveral Ec- 


clefeaftical Hiſtories and Chronological Accounts of the Suceeſſion of the 
true Church frem the Creation, the Times of the Fathers Patriarchs, Pro- 


phets, Chriſt and bis Apoſtles. price 3 5. 


The Trial of Spirits both in Teachers and Hearers, wherein is held forth; 
the clear Diſcovery and certain Downfal of the Carnal and Antichriſtian 
Clergy of theſe Nations. Teftified from the word of God, to the Univerſity 


| Congregations in Cambridge, whereunto is added, a Plain and Neceſſary 
Confutation of divers groſs Errors delivered by Mr. Sydrach Sympſon, in 


4 Sermon Preached to the ſame Congregation at the Commencement, Anno 
MDCLIIL by W. Dell, 14 inifter of the Goſpel, and Maſter of Gonvil 
and Caius Colledge in Cambridge. price bound 15. 64, 

A few Queries relating to the Practice of Phyſick, with Remarks upon 
{ome of them. by #.Chanberlen,Phyiician in Ordinary to King Charles. 15. 
A Diurnal Speculum; containing, I. A plain and eaſſe Method to find 
cut thiſe things that are moſt uſeful to be known Yearly; and may ſerve 1s 


4 Almanack of Thirty Tears; and many other things ſuitable to the Matter, 


Ke. 
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c. II. 4. Explanation of Weights, Money and Meaſures, both Scriptural 
and Uſual, with ſundry Tables depending thereon, &c. III. Some Remarks 
on England; or a brief Account of every County, with the Names and 
Days of the Markets, and the chief Commodities therein, &c. The 
whole conſiſting of great Variety. explained by divers Examples, 
the like in all particulars not extant; as by the Contents does more at 
large appear. Collected by . Bockętt. price bound 15.64. 
Dagon's fall before the Ark, written Primarily, as a Teftimony for 
the Lord, his Wiſdom, Creation, Products of his Power, uſeful and 
Neceſſary Knowledge, Capacitating people for the concerns of this 
Life. Secondarily, As a Teſtimony againſt the Old Serpent, his fool- 
iſhneſs with God, his Arts, Inventions, Comedies, or Interludes, Tra- 


gedies; Laſcivious Poems, Frivolous Fables, Spoiling Philoſophy , 


taught in Chriſtians Schools, wherein, as ina glaſs, Teachers in Schools 
and Colledges may ſee their concern, neither Chriſtian nor Warrant 
able. BarTicuaacyia Or, a Treatiſe concerning Baptiſms. where 
unto is added, a diſcourſe concerning the Supper, Bread and Wine, 
called alſo Communion, by Ihemas Lawſon. price bound 1 s. 6 4. 
Inſtructions for right Spelling, and plain directions for Reading and 
Writing true Engliſh. with ſeveral delightful things, very Uſeful and 
Neceſlary, both for Young and Old to read and learn. price bound 64. 
A New Book for Children to learn in, with many wholeſome Me- 
ditations for them to conſider. with Directions for true Spelling, and 
the Ground of true Reading and Writing of true Engliſh. price 3 d. 
Inſtructions for Children and others: by way of Queftion and Anſwer 
Demonſtrating to them, how they may come to know God and Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom to know is Life Eternal. by S. Hunt. price 3 d. | 
A ſhort Work but of greateſt Concern. by William Tomlinſon. p. 3d. 
The Friendly Enquirer's Doubts and ObjeRions anſwered : concern- 
ing the Light within, the word of God, the Church of Chrift, Goſpel 
Miniſters, Ordinances in General and in Particular, Water Baptiſm, 
and the Lord's Supper: Together with a brief Teſtimony againſt 
Oaths and Tithes, nrft intended and written for the Satisfaction of 
ſome Particular Acquaintance; and now publiſhed for more General 


* 


Service, by Fames Fackson. price bound 6 d. | 


The Spiritual Guide, which diſ-intangles the Soul, and brings it by 
the inward way, to the getting of perfect Contemplation, and the 
Rich Treaſure of Internal Peace. written by Dr. Michael de Molinos, 
Tranſlated from the Italias Copy. price bound gd. 

A Call to Chriftendom. In an Earneſt Expoſtulation with her, to 


prepare for the great and Notable day of the Lord that is at the Door. 


y W. Penn. the Third Edition. price 3 d. 
Tender Councel and Advice, by way of Epiſtle to all thoſe who are 

Senſible of their day of Viſitation, and who have received the call of 
the Lord, by the Light and Spirit of his 8 ON in their Hearts, to par- 
take of the great Salvation. By *. Penn. the Third Edition. price 3 d. 
A Teſtimony to the Truth of God, as held by the People called 


5 Ruakers? being a ſhort Vindication of them, from Abuſes and AMiſrepre- 


T4 ſemations 
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ſentat ions often put upon them by Envious Apoſtares, and Mercenary 
Adverſaries. Price 3 d. | | | 
The Glorious Brightneſs of the Goſpel-Day, Diſpelling the Shadows 
of the Legal Diſpenſation: and whatſoever elſe of Human Invention 
bath been ſuper-added thereunto. Set forth, in ſome Obſervations 
made on a late Pamphlet called a Divine Treatiſe, ( written by way of 
Eſſay, and pretending to Demonſtrate, according to the Moſaical Pbil- 
ojophy, that Water-Baptiſm, Impoſition of Hands, and the Commemoration 
of the Death and Paſſion of our ever Blefled Lord and Saviour, under 
the Species of Bread and Wine, were all of them fuitably and Homo- 
geneally adapted to the preſent imperfect State of Nature, as Man 
conſiſts of Body, Soul and Spirit.) By Thoma Elwood. price 1 s. - 
Cerinthus and Ebion : Or the Herefte of Tithing under the Goſpel De- 
tected: in ſome Obſervations upon a Book entituled, An E//ay concern- 
ing the Divine Right of Tithes: By the Author of the Snake in the Graſs, 
Together with an Eſſay concerning the Firſt Riſe of Tithes: And an 
Eflay againſt their Divine Right. price 8 d. 

An Abridgment of Euſebius Pamphilins's Eccleſiaſtical Hiftory, in two 
Parts. Part I. A Compendious Commemoration of the Remarkableſt 
Chronoligies Which are contained in-that Famous Hiftory. Part II. A 
Summary or brief hint of the Twelve Perſecutions ſuſtained by the Au- 
cient Chriftians: with a Compendious Paraphraſe upon the ſame. where. 
unto is added a Catalogue of the Synods and Counſels, which were after 
the days of the Apoſtles; together with a hint of what was decreed in 
the ſame. by William Caton. price 16. : | | 

__ ABrief Hiſtory of Trade in England, containing, the manner of its 
Birth, Growth, and declenſion; and the ſeveral Occaſions thereof: 
With fome proper Remedies to recover it from its preſent Languiſhing 
condition, to its former Flourifhing Eſtate. by Thomas Tryon. price 15 6d. 

A New Diſcourſe of Trade, wherein is Recommended, ſeveral weigh- 
ty Points relating to the Companies of Merchants. The Act of Navi- 

_ gation, Naturalization of Strangers, And our Woolen ManufaQures, 
The ballance of Trade, Ge. by Sr. Zofeah Child. price bound 2 s, 

The way to Health, long Life and Happineſs : Or, a Diſcourſe of 
Temperance, and the particular Nature of all things requiſite for the 
Life of Man, Cc. by Thomes Tryon, Student in Phyſick. Price 
Bound 4s. 6 4. | | e 

The good Houſe- wife made a Doctor, Or Healths choice and ſure 
Friend. Being a Plain way of Natures own Preſcribing, to Prevent 
and Cure moſt diſeaſes incident to Men, Women and Children, by Diet 
and Kitchin-phyſick only, with ſome Remarks on the Practice of 
Phyſick and Chimiſtry, by Thomas Tryon. Student in Phyſick. The 
Second Edition. To which is added ſome Obſervations on the Tedious 
Mcthods of Unſkilful Surgeons; with cheap and Eafte Remedies, by 
the ſame Author, price bound 15. 6 d. 3 
Where alſo may be had Bibles, Teftaments, Concordances, Spelling 
Books, Primers, Horn-Books ; with Writing-Paper, and Paper-Books, 
Ce. Marriage Certificates on Parchment, Stamp'd. | 
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